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PREFACE 


I F the editors of this volume, the third in. the Documentary Problems 
in Early American History, agreed upon any one thing at the very 
outset of their collaboration, it was the need to make available to their 
students the raw materials of one of the most exciting and crucial 
episodes in the first century of the nation’s creation. The assignment of 
textbooks and monographs serves a valuable purpose by giving the stu¬ 
dent a view of either the whole scope of history or a particular phase of 
it. But it is a predigested view. Moreover, it is an exceptional text or 
monograph that can stimulate a student’s intellectual inquisitiveness 
and appetite for historical knowledge. For this, teachers are turning 
more and more toward controllable collections of primary source ma¬ 
terials. By working with the basic stuff of history, the student can 
formulate his own conclusions and interpretations; he can become, in 
at least a limited sense, his own historian. 

Through study and analysis of the documents that follow, the student 
can participate in the events of the Glorious Revolution, reconstruct 
them, appreciate the subtle and often conflicting issues involved, and 
derive conclusions substantiated by evidence. Of particular advantage 
is the gathering together, from a multitude of sources, documents that 
would otherwise be unavailable because of the:' scarcity or because of 
the time that would be consumed. Grappling with the same range of 
documents that would confront the professional historian, the student 
acquires both substantive knowledge and an ability to exercise historical 
methodology with discernment and skill. Thus he can better appreciate 
the general complexity that faces the historian as he analyzes men and 
events. 

The Glorious Revolution of 1688-89 particularly suited to this ap¬ 
proach. Its significance in English history is well known: Roman 
Catholicism, James II, and divine right monarchy gave way to the 
broadly based Protestant Church of England, William and Mary, and 
constitutional monarchy sharply limited by Parliament. Much less fa¬ 
miliar, however, are the consequences of those events for the American 
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colonies. Simnltaneous revolutions occurred in Massachusetts Bay, 
New York, and Maryland, and these molded the course of development 
in all the colonies for generations to come. Out of the Glorious Revolu¬ 
tion in America emerged an altered pattern of relationships of the 
colonies to one another and to the mother country. Out of this turmoil 
develop^i the framework of the eighteenth-century British Empire. 

The problems raised by these local upheavals are of far-reaching 
significance. What caused the rebellions? How were they connected to 
the larger movement in England? "^Vhat characteristics did they share 
in common and what differentiated them? Whzt changes did they effect 
and how were Anglo-colonial bonds reshaped for the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury? IVhat conception did the rebels hold of their own insurrections 
and of the nature and uses of public authority? What is the character of 
a revolutionary movement? Is it a hankering after utopia, or may it also 
seek to retrieve the conditions of a bygone time? 

These are some of the questions pc^ed by the colonial crises of i68g, 
the answers to which are latent in the documents that follow. This selec¬ 
tion of sources has been designed to suggest the many dimensions of 
revolution and revolutionary change: political, social, economic, and 
diplomatic. In illustrating the origins and outcome of ferment in 
seventeenth-century America the sources are balanced—^wherever pos¬ 
sible—to present the \urious \iews that prevailed among contempo- 
rans. Moirover, public and private papers have been intermixed; for 
what is only alluded to in a formal dispatch may have been amply 
trrated in a personal letter. Similarly the overblown claims of a public 
pronouncement may be deflated in a candid communication between 
fxslitical all^ 

The editors hope that a collection bringing together materials on 
the several rebellioiis of 1689 will prove helpful to scholars as well as 
studmts. Many of the documents are not readily available, and several 
are printed here for the first time. In preparing them we have followed 
the ^ ex|Miided method^* deraibed in the Harvard Guide to American 
History as much as posible, generally reproducing the spelling, capi- 
talmtioii, and punctuatioii of the document cited, but spelling out most 
abbrCTiatioiis and mxasionally adding punctuation for clarity. In one 
very illiterate dmrnmtm (No. 23 G), however, the spelling and punctua- 
ti«i have been mcrfemized to make the text more readily understanda¬ 
ble. In some cases, paragraphs have been broken up for readability. The 

new yar has I^en treated as b^inning January 1 for consistency in 

dating. 

The unit on Massachusetts Bay has been edited bv Michael G Hall 
tha, o. New Yon by H. *e MlrylandtSoTb; 

Michael G. Kajmaen. The editors mnat acknowledge their great debt 
to James Morton Smith, editor of publications at the Institute of Early 
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American History and Culture, and Susan Lee Foard, assistant editor. 
Xhey were wonderfully diligent as co-ordinators, smoothing out the 
many rough spots involved in a joint venture. Without their good-na¬ 
tured prodding, patience, and constructive efforts, this volume would 
not now be in the readers^ hands. However, all three editors assume col¬ 
lective responsibility for the work in its entirety. 

Michael G. Hall would also thank for their unfailing help and per¬ 
mission to publish material on Massachusetts: Mr, Joseph D. Ward, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Dr. Richard Walden 
Hale, archivist, and Mr. Leo Flaherty of the Massachusetts Archives; 
Miss Norma Cuthbert of the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art 
Gallery, San Marino, California; Dr. Stephen T. Riley of the Massa¬ 
chusetts Historical Society; and Dr. Clifford K. Shipton of the American 
Antiquarian Society. For typing the documents, he wishes to thank Mrs. 
Beverly M. Schell and Mrs. Patricia C. Blatt. 

Lawrence H. Leder wishes to express his gratitude to a number of 
people and their staffs who have assisted by making materials available: 
Mr. Herman Kahn, formerly director of the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library at Hyde Park, New York; Mr. WHbur Leech of The New-York 
Historical Society; Miss Norma Cuthbert of the Henry E. Huntington 
Library and Art Gallery; and Dr. Lester J. Cappon of the Institute of 
Early American History and Culture. Personal thanks are also due 
Professors Wesley Frank Craven of Princeton University and Brooke 
Hindle of New York University. Bernice Kadish Leder has been of in¬ 
valuable help in the preparation of the materials. 

For their gracious help and for permission to publish documents in 
their custody, Michael G. Kammen wishes to thank the following per¬ 
sons: Dr. M. L. Radoff and Mrs. A. R. Clark of the Hall of Records, 
Annapolis; Mr. M. W. Waring of the Land Office, Annapolis; Mr. J. D. 
Kilboume and Mr. T. S. Eader of the Maryland Historical Society, 
Baltimore; Dr. Elizabeth Merritt, editor of the Archives of Maryland; 
Mr. R. W. Hill of the New York Public Library; Mr. Philip F. Det- 
weiler, managing editor of the Journal of Southern History^ for per¬ 
mission to publish document No. 6i, which is copyrighted by the 
Southern Historical Association; Mr. E. W. Beitzell, editor of the 
Chronicles of St. MaryX and Mr. Charles Fenwick, president of the 
St. Mary^s County Historical Society, for a wonderful journey retrac¬ 
ing the road to revolution. Carol Koyen Kammen was endlessly help¬ 
ful, particularly as paleographer in transcribing some difficult seven¬ 
teenth-century scripts. 


Michael G. Hall 
Lawrence H. Leder 
Michael G. Kammen 
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IN AMERICA 



PROLOGUE 


THE COLONIAL CRISIS OF 1689 


T he Glorious Revolution of 1688, which forced James II from the 
English throne and established the reign of William and Mary, 
created a major crisis among the English colonies in America. Following 
news of England’s revolution, a series of rebellions and insurrections 
enipted in colonial America from Massachusetts to Carolina. Although 
the upheavals of 1689 were sparked by local grievances in each of the 
rebellious colonies, there were also general causes for the repudiation 
of Stuart authority in the New World, fundamental motives and po¬ 
litical aspirations which linked the colonies together and in the out¬ 
come radically altered the course of colonial development 

AFter the Restoration of Charles II in 1660, his government, anxious 
to assure the restoration of monarchy in America as well as in England, 
became increasingly insistent on obedience to the Crown from each of 
the colonial governments and eventually cracked down on colonies 
violating colonial trade regulations. Massachusetts, the most stubbornly 
independent colony of all, was penalized by having its charter with¬ 
drawn in 1684. Closely linked with the effort to ensure obedience to 
the Crown was a growing desire in London for some sort of uniform 
and centralized administration of the colonies. When James II came 
to the throne in 1685, he inaugurated a radical policy of iinperial or¬ 
ganization, placing Massachusetts, Plymouth, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, and Connecticut imder a single government, the Dominion of 
New England. In this new jurisdiction, perhaps modeled on the vice¬ 
royalties of Spanish America or New France, colonial administration 
was centralized under a royal governor-general and an appointive coun¬ 
cil. Local representative governments were abolished. In 1688 New 
York and New Jersey were added to the Dominion of New England, 
anA there is evidence that Pennsylvania and even Maryland were to 
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be next. But before these imperial plans could mature, James II was 
toppled from the throne by the Glorious Revolution. 

In his efforts to extend and systematize what Charles had begun, 
Jain PS was either inept or unfortunate. Charles had leaned heavily to~ 
vrard the Roman Catholic Church, but James openly avowed his Catholi¬ 
cism. Once on the throne he claimed that he had authority as a divine 
right monarch to make exceptions to acts of Parliament which had 
barred Catholics from office. He issued a Declaration of Indulgence, 
which freed many Protestant Dissenters from jail, hut which also was 
designed to exempt Roman Catholics from political restrictions. When 
Church of England bishops refused to comply with James’ demands, 
jjg 3^(^(^xised them of sedition and had them tried at law. Perhaps more 
ominous than all the rest, he placed a standing army near London and 
gave army commissions to Roman Catholics. Already the Protestant 
world had been shocked by Louis XIV’s revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes in 1685, an event which announced the renewal of Roman 
Catholic persecution of Protestants in France. Every sign indicated 
that James II would soon follow suit in England. 

But James’ Catholicism was not his only drawback. Just as he had 
eliminated representative institutions in the Dominion of New Eng¬ 
land, he dissolved Parliament in England and attacked the right of 
corpMDrate boroughs to send members to the House of Commons, at 
once threatening the privileges of Englishmen and alarming everyone 
by his direct assault on chartered rights. Thus in both England and 
America, James’ policies aroused bitter hostility. 

Englishmen were at first willing to tolerate a Catholic king, how¬ 
ever, because his heirs, Mary and Anne, were Protestants, and England 
would eventually be governed by a Protestant ruler. But even this hope 
disappeared in 1688, when a son was bom to James’ second wife. The 
Prince of Wales would take precedence over James’ daughters and 
would certainly be raised a Roman Catholic. Aroused Englishmen 
promptly invited William of Orange and Mary, James’ older Protestant 
daughter, to rescue England. William invaded England in November 
1688, James escaped to France, and a Convention Parliament ratified 
the Glorious Revolution by offering the Crown to William and Mary. 

Reaction to the news of James’ overthrow came first in Boston, 
where Massachusetts rebelled against the Dominion of New England 
in April 1689. The conflagration quickly spread to New York, where 
the remnants of Dominion authority were destroyed in May and June. 
Farther to the south, it flared again in St. Mary’s City in July and Au¬ 
gust, when Marylanders revolted against Lord Baltimore in the hope 
that William’s anti-Catholicism would protect the Protestant majority 
from the domination of a Catholic proprietor. Elsewhere there were 
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varying degrees of protest and rebellion. Connecticut and Rhode Island, 
for example, quickly filled the political vacuum created by the over¬ 
throw of the administration imposed by James; they quietly resumed 
their old forms of government. In Virginia the House of Burgesses 
made it so hot for the governor. Lord Howard of Effingham, that he 
left the colony for London. 

But the revolutions were most clear-cut in Massachusetts, New 
York, and Maryland; in each of these colonies the disruption of society 
was based on local grievances, colonial cleavages, and internal disorgani¬ 
zation as well as on such external factors as the threat of imperial Catholi¬ 
cism, the fear of arbitrary rule under the Stuarts, and a rumored attack 
by the French and Indians. The discontented threw their support to 
the Dutch Protestant invader, hailed his movement as “glorious,” 
promptly identified their own particular cause with his, and then waited 
anxiously to learn whether William and Mary would concur in that 
identification. 

In the sections that follow, the major upheavals in New England, 
the Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies are discussed in the 
order that the revolutions occurred. The problem in each of the three 
colonies is divided into three chapters, the first giving the background 
of the upheavals, the second tracing the outbreak and course of the revo¬ 
lution, and the third assessing the consequences of the uprisings and the 
patterns of the revolutionary settlements. 




PART I 


THE OVERTHROW OF 
THE DOMINION OF NEW ENGLAND 








CHAPTER ONE 


SEEDS OF DISCONTENT 


T he revolution in Bo^' ^n in 1689 had its origins in a contest over 
who should rule, the King of England or the Puritans of New Eng¬ 
land. All the deep-lying issues between the province and the metropolis 
came down to this. Until 1686 even religious issues—^and in seventeenth- 
century Boston every subject was discussed with a mental attitude col¬ 
ored by Protestantism—^were of little direct importance compared to 
the constitutional question of authority. 

There was no issue of theology or doctrine between the Crown and 
the colony. It is true that the government of Charles II hounded Eng¬ 
lish and Scottish Puritans who refused to conform to the ways of the 
Anglican Church—a brutal, bitter, and often bloody reprisal for the 
humiliations heaped on monarchists during the Civil War and Com¬ 
monwealth periods (1642-60). But even though the Non-Conformists 
or Dissenters were persecuted in Great Britain, no plan was ever drafted 
in London, not even after James II came to power in 1685, to extend 
that persecution to America. First and last, royal policy was to estab¬ 
lish religious freedom in Massachusetts. Until 1686 the religious goal 
of the colonists, on the other hand, was to maintain the monopoly of 
the New England Church—the Congregational Church. Even without 
interference from England, however, that monopoly was weakening 
more and more as the religious enthusiasm of the earlier setders waned 
in later generations. 

When James II took the throne in 1685, the situation changed 
dramatically. James was both a Roman Catholic and a bad enough poli¬ 
tician to proclaim his faith publicly. There can be no doubt that the 
Glorious Revolution of England was caused, in large part, by the ac¬ 
tions of James II in putting Roman Catholics in political and military 
office. The New England colonists had good reason to fear that this 
tendency would sooner or later be extended to their lands. Although 
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there was no Roman Catholic plot o£ significance, the anxiety over such 
a plot crept like a specter over Boston and did much to cause the revolt. 

Had the Massachusetts Puritans been able to keep their independ¬ 
ence, however, they would have had little to fear. They could then have 
congratulated themselves on the wisdom of their fathers in establishing 
this haven of Protestantism three thousand miles from England. The 
Massachusetts of the first settlers had in fact become independent and 
entirely self-governing by 1660. The important officers of the colonial 
government—the governor and the bicameral legislature (the “General 
Court”)—^were elected annually by voters, who were called “freemen.” 
Any adult male member of a Congregational church could be a freeman. 
It is difficult to determine exactly what proportion of the population 
was entitled to vote in Massachusetts under this franchise, but without 
a doubt it was a far larger proportion than was entitled to vote in any 
European country. But the important point here is that in 1660 the 
King of England exercised no function of government in Massachusetts 
at all. 

This independence had developed while England was absorbed in 
twenty years of civil war and interregnum. Massachusetts had been al¬ 
lowed to go its own way. The representative democracy had evolved 
from a joint-stock trading company (precursor to the modem corpora¬ 
tion) where every shareholder had a vote. That trading company had 
been created by a charter from Charles I, and this charter became, il- 
logically but in fact, a constitution as precious to the Boston Puritans 
in 1660 as the United States Constitution was to become for its citizens 
after 1789. The Massachusetts Charter was considered a written guar¬ 
antee of civil and political liberties and the right of self-government, 
just as these same Puritans thought of the Magna Carta as a general 
guarantee to all Englishmen, themselves included, of civil liberties and 
the right to representative government. 

After he was restored to the throne in 1660 Charles II demanded 
strict acknowledgment of his sovereignty. Furthermore, the administra¬ 
tion of government in England in the decades after the Restoration fell 
steadily into the hands of men whose positions were closely tied to the 
authority of the King. Like all bureaucrats, they considered their offices 
as extensions of the central authority—in this case the Crowm and they 
demanded an obedience to themselves as King s agents similar to the 
allegiance to the King himself. Bureaucracy was by no means new in 
England; but after 1660 it developed with great expansive force. Soon 
it spread to the American colonies, where it eroded the earlier de facto 

independence of the colonial governments. 

j^gYQl'Qrion of 1G89 began with these conflicts. In ififii the 
General Court in Boston stated its oivn view of how far Massachusetts 
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was self-ruling and how far subordinate to the Crown (No. i). In the 
middle of the decade the King sent a commission of five men under 
Colonel Richard Nicolls to adjust boundary disputes in New England, 
capture New York from the Dutch, and persuade Massachusetts to ac¬ 
cept fully the sovereignty of the King (No. 2). The last part of the pro¬ 
gram was a total failure. Then in 1676 Edward Randolph, who was 
the entering wedge of the new colonial bureaucracy, was sent to Boston, 
where he insisted on thorough recognition of royal authority. 

Many of the richer men, especially merchants, who relied on smooth 
relations with England in order that they might have access to credit 
and that their ships would be protected on the high seas, were ready to 
acquiesce in the demands of the royal government. But the large ma¬ 
jority of settlers, indifferent to the needs of the merchant group, in¬ 
sisted on independence. One issue was whether the laws of England 
were in force in New England. The majority argued that they were not. 
Argument centered over the Navigation Acts, not because they re¬ 
stricted Massachusetts trade but because it was under the authority of 
one of these statutes that Edward Randolph was sent as the first royal 

official to reside in Massachusetts (No. 3). 

Thus the battle that ensued in the Massachusetts General Court was 
not over the substance of the Navigation Acts, which all were agreed 
to accept, but rather over whether Parliament in London or the Gen¬ 
eral Court in Boston had the authority to legislate for Massachmetts. 
In the upper house of the General Court, where merchant sentiment 
was strong, the Magistrates drafted a bill frankly recognizing Parlia¬ 
ment’s Navigation Acts. In the lower house, however, the Deputies 
wrote a bill which repeated in detail the substance of those laws, but 
carefully omitted any reference to Parliament, just as if the Navigation 
Act of Massachusetts were of its own concoction and in force by its own 
authority (No. 4). In this struggle within the colony over the true rela¬ 
tion to the Crown and to Parliament, the Deputies won hands down. 
This was more than mere face-saving. The General Court was struggling 
to prevent the slightest acknowledgment of a position subordinate to 
Parliament. The Puritans meanwhile did everything they could to 
break the power of Edward Randolph, for he was a servant of the King 
instead of one of their own appointees. 

With these developments the contest over authority came to a cH- 
max. In 1683 the King asked that Massachusetts voluntarily submit its 
charter to him for revision. When the Puritans in Boston voted not 
to do so (No. 5), the King (or rather the new bureaucrats in London, 
who framed the charges [No. 6]), succeeded in having the charter dis¬ 
solved by legal action, and Massachusetts lost its *'constitution” and 
became a royal colony in 1684. 
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After this the situation worsened quickly. The King installed his 
own government under Sir Edmund Andros. The other New England 
colonies lost their charters, and all were lumped together into one 
province, the Dominion of New England, which extended from Maine 
to New Jersey (No. y). The new royal government for this vast territory 
had no representative legislature. So when taxes were imposed, the colo¬ 
nists objected that they had lost an ancient and precious right of Eng¬ 
lishmen: not to be taxed without consent. In several towns the colonists 
refused to pay the taxes and oi^anized resistance in local town meetings, 
which were of a very democratic nature. Governor Andros squashed 
the resistance with heavy jail sentences and forbade all but one town 
meeting a year. An effort was made to reorganize land grants so that 
property would be held by a title originating with the King, as was done 
ha England. By English legal standards, real estate titles in New England 
were in chaos. The reform, however, was administered in such a clumsy 
way as to cause considerable expense to the colonists and also to make 
the people fear that their lands were about to be expropriated (No. 8). 

Finally, the Governor and a handful of public officials under him 
were members of the Church of England. They had brought from Eng¬ 
land an Anglican minister, but because they had no church building. 
Governor Andros commandeered one of the Congregational churches 
in Boston. This highhandedness could not fail to insult deeply the Puri¬ 
tan ccaigregation. All these actions of Governor Andros were the fagots 
from which revolt flamed up (No. 9). Most of them were not basic is¬ 
sues but rather the result of inept administration. The fundamental 
complaint—that the representative assembly had been abolished—was 
not Andros’ fault but that of James II, the last ruler of England to be¬ 
lieve he could govern by the divine right of kings. 


Who Shall Rule In New England 


1. The General Court Reports on Massachusetts’ Allegiance to the 

Crown, June lo, 1661 


Hie Coiut mett at tlie time appointed. 

The answers of the committee unto 
the matters proposed to theire consid¬ 
eration by the honnored Generali 
Comt:— 


[Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, ed.. Records of the Gov¬ 
ernor and Company of Massachusetts Bay in 
Nero England, 5 vols. (Boston, 1853-54), IV, Pt. 
St, 24-26] 

1. Concerning our liberties. 

1. Wee conceive the pattent (under 
God) to be the first and maine founda¬ 
tion of our civil politye here, by a Gov- 
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emor and Company, according as is 
therein exprest. 

.2. The Governor and Company are, by 
the pattent, a body politicke, in fact 
and name. 

5. This body politicke is vested with 
power to make freemen. 

4. These freemen have power to choose 
annually a Governor, Deputy Governor, 
Asistants, and theire select representa¬ 
tives or deputies. 

5. This government hath also to sett 
up all sortes of oiEcers, as well superior 
as inferior, and point out theire power 
and places. 

6. The Governor, Deputy Governor, 
Asistants, and select representative or 
deputies have full power and authoritie, 
both legislative and execcutive, for the 
government of all the people heere, 
whither inhabitants or straingers, both 
concerning eclesiasticks and in civils, 
without appeale, excepting lawe or lawes 
repugnant to the lawes of England. 

7. The government is priviledged by all 
fitting meane (yea, and if neede be, by 
force of armes) to defend themselves, 
both by land and sea, against all such 
person or persons as shall at any time 
attempt or enterprise the d^tmcdon, 
invasion, dettriment, or annoyance of 
this plantation, or the inhabitants 
therein, besides other priviledges men¬ 
tioned in the pattent, not heere ex¬ 
pressed. 

8. Wee conceive any imposition preju¬ 
dicial! to the country contrary to any 
just lawe of ours, not repugnant to the 
lawes of England, to be an infringement 
of our right. 

2. Concerning our duties of alleagiance 
to our soveraigne lord the king. 

1. Wee ought to uphold and to our 
power maineteine this place, as of right 
belonging to om: soveraigne lord the 
king, as holden of his majesties manner 
of East Greenwich, and not to subject 
the same to any forreigne prince or 
potentate whatsoever. 


2. Wee ought to endeavor the preserva¬ 
tion of ins majesties royall person, 
realmes, and dominions, and so farre as 
lieth in us, to dicover and prevent all 
plotts and conspiracies against the same. 

3. Wee ought to seeke the peace and 
prospeiitie of our king and nation, by 
a faith fuU discharge in the governing 
of this people committed to our care:— 

1. By punishing all such crimes (be¬ 
ing breaches of the first or second 
table) as are committed against the 
peace of our soveraigne lord the king, 
his royall crowne and dignit7. 

2. In propogating the gospell, defend¬ 
ing and upholding the true Christian 
or Prottestant religion according to 
the faith given by our Lord Christ in 
his word; our dread soveraigne being 
stiled ‘defender of the faith.’ 

The premisses considered, it may well 
stand with the loyalty and obedience of 
such subjects as are thus priviledged by 
theire rightfull soveraigne, (for himself, 
his heires, and successors for ever,) as 
cause shall require, to pleade. with theire 
prince against all such as shall at any 
time endeavor the violation of theire 
priviledges. 

Wee further judge that the warrant 
and letter from the kings majesty, for 
the apprehending of Col. Whalley and 
Col. Goffe, ought to be diligently and 
faithfully executed by the authority of 
this country. 

And also, that the Generali Court 
may doe safely to declare, that in case 
(for the future) any legally obnoxious, 
and flpng from the civil justice of the 
state of England, shall come over to 
these partes, they may not heere expect 
shelter. 

Boston, 10 4 mo., 1661. By the order 
and consent of the committee. 

THO: DANFORIH. 

The Court allowes and approoves of the 
retume of the committee. 
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2. Royal Commissioners Assert the Sovereignty of the King, 
April 23, 1664 


Private Instructions to 
Coll. R. Nicolls etc. 

Instructions to our trusty and wel- 
beloved Ck>U. Richard Nicolls Sir 
Robert Carre Knight Geoi^e Cart¬ 
wright Esq. and Samuell Mavendce 
Esq. Commissioners employed by 
ns to OUT Plantations in America 
in and abont New England to be 
considered and communicated only 
betweene then^lves. 

CHAMJES R. 

1. Though the maine end and drift 
of your employment is to informe your¬ 
selves and us of the true and whole state 
of those severall Colonies and by in- 
sinuateing yourselves by all kind and 
dextrous carriage into the good opinion 
of the prindpaJi persons there, that soe 
you may (after a full observation of the 
humour and interest both of those in 
government and those of the best quality 
out of government and, generally, of the 
people themselves) lead and dispose 
them to desire to renew their Charters 
and to make such alterations as will 
appeare necessary for their owne bene¬ 
fit:—Yet you may informe all men that 
a great end of your designe is the pos¬ 
sessing Long Island, and reduceing that 
people to an entyre subnussion and 
obedience to us and our govemement, 
now vested by our grant and Commis¬ 
sion in our Brother the Duke of Yorke, 
and by raising forts or any other way 
you shall judge most convenient or 
necessary soe to secure that whole trade 
to our subjects, that the Dutch may noe 
longer ingiosse and exerdse that trade 
which they have wrongfully possessed 
themselves of; that whole territory being 
in our possession before they, as private 


[Edward B. O'Callaghan, ed.. Documents Rela¬ 
tive to the Colonial History of the State of New 
York, 11 vols. (Albany, 1853-61), III, 57-61] 

persons and without any authority from 
their superiors and against the lawe of 
Nations and the good intelligence and 
allyance between us and their superiors, 
invaded and have since wrongfully ob- 
teyned the same, to the prejudice of our 
Crowne and Dignity, and therefore 
ought in justice to be resumed by us, 
except they will entyrely submitt to our 
goverment and live there as our good 
subjects under it; and in that case you 
shall lett them knowe both by private 
significations and treatyes or by any 
publicke declaration sett out by you in 
our name,—^That wee will take them 
into our protection, and that they shall 
continue to enjoy all their possessions 
(Forts only excepted) and the same free- 
dome in trade with our other good 
subjects in those parts. And as you will 
need the assistance of our other colonies 
towards this reduction, soe wee conceave 
they will all for their owne interest bee 
ready to engage with you herein. 

2. This being the case, and the prose¬ 
cution of that designe being not abso¬ 
lutely in your owne power in respect 
of wind and weather, wee leave it en¬ 
tirely to your discretion whether you 
choose to goe fu^t upon Long Island, 
which seems most reasonable to designe 
in respect of the troops you carry, or to 
New England, resolveing to approve of 
what you doe in that perticular, lett the 
successe bee what it will, and if it 
please God you have the successe wee 
hope for upon Long Island, you will im¬ 
prove the consideration of the benefit 
thereof to all the Colonies, and how 
much happier they are by our care in 
the removeing such ill neighbours from 
them, at our owne cost and charges. 

3. You are to use great dilligence to- 
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gether in the careful and exact perusal! 
of the first and second Charter, granted 
by our Royal! Father for the undertak¬ 
ing and settling those plantations, and 
any other Charters which have been 
granted to any perticular Colonies by 
our father and ourselfe, or the late 
usurping powers; to the end that upon 
the full consideration thereof, and if 
any difficultys arise upon doubtful! or 
contradictory expressions, you may 
eyther by resorting to our Coundll at 
Lawe in some points, and to our Sec¬ 
retary of State in other, receave full and 
cleare information and directions, and 
you must bee the more conversant and 
fully informed of aJl contained in the 
said Charters (of which you ought to 
carry authentick Coppyes with you) be¬ 
cause the ground and foundation of 
your employment is the exact observa¬ 
tion of the Charters and reduceing to 
that rale whatsoever hath swerved from 
it. Besides you will thereby observe all 
those clauses in the severall Charters 
which are either too short and restrained 
and the enlargeing thereof would bee for 
the publick benefit of the plantation; or 
such other inconvenient ones, as for our 
dignity and authority should bee altered 
by a general! consent and desire. 
Amongst which it were to bee wished 
that the severall Govemours should hold 
thier places three or five yeares and that 
before the midle of the last yeare three 
names should be sent over and pre¬ 
sented to us, that one of them might be 
chosen by us for the next Govemour 
which we should as well approve and 
would be more ^sily consented to, then 
the remitting the entyre choice to 12s. 

4. You are with the like dilligence and 
care to peruse the collection of the lawes 
published in those Colonies during the 
late usurping Government, or at any 
tyme before or since; to the end that 
upon examination thereof you may 
disceme both the indecent expressions 
and mateiiall and important points and 
determinations in them, whiA are con- 
trarv to our dignity and to the lawes 


and customes of this realme, and to the 
Justice thereof; aE which they have 
obliged themselves to cancell and le- 
peale; and if the same bee not already 
done, you are in the first place to cause 
it to be done, especially and perdcularly 
that the oaths enjoynai by the severall 
Charters be taken, and the administra¬ 
tion of Justice be performed in our 
name. 

5. Since the great and prindpall ends 
of all those who first engaged them¬ 
selves in those Plantations in which they 
have spent much tyme and money, was 
liberty of condence, and the same is 
expressely provided for In the first and 
subsequent Charters as they could desire 
to be done, and the ol«ervation and 
preservation thereof is our very hearty 
purpO'Se and determination: You are to 
bee very carefull amongst yourselves and 
with all persons who have any relation 
to, or dependance upon any of you, 
that nothing be said or done, from or 
by which the people there may thinke 
or imagine that there is any purpose in 
us to make any alteradon in the Church 
Government or to introduce any other 
forme of worshipp among them then 
what they have chosen: al our excep¬ 
tion in that particular being that they 
doe in truth deny that liberty of con- 
sdence to each other, which is equally 
provided for and granted to every one 
of them by their charter: all which you 
will find wee have more at large taken 
notice of in our letter of the 28th June 
1662, a coppy whereof is delivered to 
you, and of which you shall in due sea¬ 
son, and when you are well acquainted 
with them, dexterously take notice, and 
presse the execution and observation of 
the same, according to the Charter. And 
that you may not give any umbrage or 
Jealousy to them in matters of religion, 
as if you were at least enimyes to foimo 
observed amongst them, you shall do 
well to frequent their churches and to 
be present at their devotion, though 
wee doe suppc^e and thinke it very fitt 
that you carry with you some learned 
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and discreet Chaplaine, orthodox in his 
judgement and practice, who in your 
owne familyes will reade the Booke of 
Common Prayer and performe your de¬ 
votion according to the forme estab¬ 
lished in the Church of England, ex¬ 
cepting only in wearing the surplesse 
which haveing never bin seen in those 
countryes, may conveniently be for¬ 
borne att this tyme, when the piincipall 
bnsyne^e is, by all good expedients, to 
unite and reconcile persons of very dif¬ 
ferent judgements and practice in all 
things, at least which conceme the peace 
and prosperity of those people and their 
joint submission and obedience to us 
and our govemmenL 

6 . Since it is very notorious that there 
are not only very great factions and ani- 
mc^ityes in one Colony against the other, 
but in one and the same Colony betwene 
persons of different opinions in religion, 
so that it is very probable all discon¬ 
tented persons will make application to 
you according to their severall humours 
and interest; it will conceme you to be 
very wary in your conversation, that be¬ 
ing sent as persons equall to determine 
controversyes amongst them, you may 
not bee thought to enclyne to a party, 
or to bee yourselves engaged in their 
passions and appetite, and you must 
principally guard yourselves against two 
sorts of people (till upon the severall 
informations you shall receive, and by 
your own observation and experience 
you make some judgement of their 
sincerity) that is not to seeme too for¬ 
ward in concurring with them in what¬ 
soever they propose. The first is, they 
that pretend to have a great prejudice 
against the forme of Religion there pro¬ 
fessed, and as great a zeale for the es¬ 
tablishing the Booke of Common Prayer, 
and it may bee the Episcopacy itselfe, 
and the whole discipline of the Church 
of England- 

The second is, they who will appeare 
soliciteous to advance our projffit and 
to settle a present revenue upon the 
Crowne; which they will suppose may 


bee looked upon as such an unquestion¬ 
able instance of their affection to us and 
our service, that it will give them credit 
and advantages in all their pretences. 

To the first of these, after you have 
used them with kindnesse and encour¬ 
agement to bee present when they 
please at your private devotions, you 
shall let them know that you have noe 
order from us, (for many of those over¬ 
tures may be made only for discovery 
of your intentions) to make the least at¬ 
tempt, or to encourage alteration in the 
way they proffesse of religion; for 
though nobody can doubt but that wee 
could looke upon it as the greatest bless¬ 
ing God Almighty can conferre upon us 
in this world that Hee would reduce all 
our subjects in all our dominions to one 
faith and one way of worship wnth us; 
yet wee could not imagine it probable 
that a confederate number of persons, 
who separated themselves from their 
owne countrey and the religion estab¬ 
lished, principally (if not only) that they 
might enjoy another way of worship, pre¬ 
sented or declared unto them by theire 
owne consciences, could in soe short a 
tyme be willing to retume to that foime 
of service they had forsaken; and there¬ 
fore that wee had been soe farre from 
giveing you any direction to promote 
or countenance any alteration in the re¬ 
ligion practised there, that you have ex- 
presse order to the contrary. But if they 
only insisted upon the liberty granted 
them by their Charter, and that they 
would provide peaceably for the exer¬ 
cise of their religion in the forme they 
best liked, without troubling or re¬ 
proaching those who dissent from them, 
and only desire that this libertie of 
conscience might produce noe prejudice 
to them in their dvill interests or rela¬ 
tion to the Government:—You may lett 
them know that it is no more than what 
wee have already recommended to the 
Governour and Councill by our former 
letters, and wherein you will doe them 
all the offices within your power. 

Butt even in this point wee conceive 
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you should proceed very warily and not 
enter upon it, till you have made some 
progresse in your lesse difficult busy- 
nesse; and indeed you should rather ad¬ 
vise those who seeme to bee serious and 
hearty in that desire that they cause it 
to be first proposed and sett on foot in 
the Generali Assembly that shall bee 
called, then any way touched upon, be¬ 
fore the present Govemour and Coun- 
dll, and promise them your utmost as¬ 
sistance there, in the promoteing any 
thing for their ease which will not evi¬ 
dently disturbe the peace of the coun¬ 
trey. 

To the second sort of people which 
will be active in many projects for our 
proffit and benifitt, you must not bee 
forwards too much, since most overtures 
of that kind are but ayrey imaginations, 
and cannot bee put in practise by our 
owne imediate power and authority, 
without manifest violation of their 
Charter which wee resolve to keep ob¬ 
serve and maintaine. 

Upon those discourses therefore you 
shall declare that you have no direction 
to make any attempt of that kind, with¬ 
out there appeare a good and voluntary 
inclination to that purpose in the Gen¬ 
erali Assembly, which probably may find 
it convenient to make some newe de¬ 
sires and propositions to us for their 
benefitt, and in lieu thereof may make 
some grants and concessions to us: and 
in truth it will not be rationall for you 
to appeare solicitous to make any change 
in the matters of Religion, or to make 
any attempt to bring any change to that 
people, except both arise amongst them¬ 
selves in the Generali Assembly, and 
then you shall give such countenance to 
it as you shall judge necessary for our 
service. 

7 - You shall as soon as you are arrived 
and have delivered our letters to the 
Govemour and Coundll presse them 
that a Generali Assembly may be con¬ 
vened as soon as may be according to 
our letter to them. 

And because much of the good wee 
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expected from your journey depends 
upon the wisdome and fidelity of that 
Assembly, you shall use your utmost en¬ 
deavours privately, and by those means 
which are most proper and without of¬ 
fence, to gett men of the best reputa¬ 
tion and most peaceably inclined, to be 
chosen into that Assembly, and then ac¬ 
cording to the interest and credit you 
have, give them all advice and encour¬ 
agement to promote our service, and 
then you shall informe them of the 
great affection wee have for them, and 
that wee looke upon them with the same 
fatherly care as if they lived in the 
centre of eyther of our kingdomes. 

You shall shew them the coppy of the 
letter and addresse made to us by the 
Gk)veraour and Councill after our happy 
retume into England, and of our answer 
to that Addresse, as likewise what wee 
have now writ to the Govemour and 
Councill there; all which wee directed 
you to communicate, to the end that wee 
may receive their advice and informa¬ 
tion how wee may advance the happy- 
ness of that our people. And in order 
hereunto you are ready to conferre with 
them upon all perticulars relateing to 
your negotiation or to the end thereof, 
and soe you are to behave yourselves 
towards them as you find may most con¬ 
duce to the end of your empIoymenL 
8 . Besides the generall disposeing that 
people to an entyre submission and 
obedience to our government which is 
their owne greatest se.curity in respect 
of their neighbours and leading them 
to a desire to renew their Charters, 
which in many respects ought to bee de¬ 
sired by them; there are two points wee 
could heartily wish should be gained 
upon them. 

The first that wee may have (as wee 
expressed before) the nomination of the 
Govemour, or approbation. 

The other, that the Militia should bee 
putt under an officer nominated or 
recommended by us; and it may bee, if 
they will consider their Charter, they 
will not find that they have in tmth, the 
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disposall of their owne Militia as they 
imagine. 

But how to approach to those two 
points wee cannot tell, butt must leave 
it to your skill and dexterity, after you 
have enough conversed with them and 
know the principall leading men of the 
severall partyes. In the meane tyme wee 
should looke upon it as a good omen, if 
they might bee soe wrought upon at the 
Generali Assembly as that ColL Nicolls 
might bee chosen by themselves for their 
present Governour and Collonell Cart¬ 
wright for their Major Generali. 

All designes of profit for the present 
seeme unseasonable and may possibly 
obstruct the more necessary designe upon 
their obedience and loyalty, if they shall 
apprehend that it cost them money; soe 
that it should not be affected farther (ex¬ 
cept the Generali Assembly appeare to 
have other franknesse then wee can 
reasonably expect) then to settle some 
annuall tribute of the growth of that 
country, as masts, come, and fish, to bee 
presented to us, as was intimated, by the 
two messengers employed hither, to bee 
their purpose to doe. 

c>. In the last place. Wee doe enjoyne 
and command you, as you will answer 
to the contrary, to live with entyre con¬ 
fidence and kindnesse in and towards 
each other, which can only support the 
credit and reputation of your trust and 


employment. That you constantly com¬ 
municate together what eyther of you 
hath collected upon private intercourses 
or information from perticuler persons, 
and that thereupon in all your Councills 
you aojuiesse with the judgement of the 
major part (except it bee expressely con¬ 
trary to our Instructions, and in which 
wee have not left you a latitude to doe 
according to your discretion) and pursue 
it accordingly, and that you are not 
transported by any private consideration 
of profit or friendship to swerve from 
the right rule of advanceing our service. 
And wee shall be more sensible of any 
error of this kind, then of any other 
misfortune that may bring inconven¬ 
ience to our service in your employment- 
Our other Instructions for your pro- 
cedings in the severall Colonies you shall 
communicate as you see cause, and as 
you enter upon the severall perticulars, 
as at your first audience you shall doe 
well to tell them, that instead of enter¬ 
taining them of any discourse of your 
owne, you will deliver them the copy 
of your first Instructions, and shall de¬ 
liver it them accordingly. 

Given at our Court at Whitehall this 
23d day of Aprill 1664 in the 16th 
yeare of our Reigne. 

By His Majesties command 

HENRY BENNETT. 


3. Massachusetts Rejects the Jurisdiction of English Laws, 
September 20, 1676 


A Short narrative touching the delivery 
of your Majesties letters to the Magis¬ 
trates of Boston in New England, by 
Edward Randolph. 

May it please your Majestie, 

Having receaved your Majesties letters 
for the governor and magistrates 


[Robert N. Toppan and Alfred T. S. Goodrick, 
eds., Edward Randolph; Including His Letters 
and Official Papers (Prince Society, Publications, 
30-31 [1898-1909]), II, 216-21] 

of your Majesties town of Boston in 
N.E. dated loth of March last, with my 
particular instructions from the right 
hon. secretary Coventry, upon the $oth 
of the sayd month I sayled from the 
Downes. After a tedious passage of 10 
weeks arrived at Boston on 10th June. 
At my landing I went immediately to 
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the governor John Leveret, and shewed 
him your Majesties passe and acquainted 
him with the cause of my coming, and 
that I had brought a letter from his 
Majestic unto the magistrates oi that 
colony, and did therefore desire him 
that, with what convenient speed might 
be, the magistrates might be assembled 
to hear your Majesties letter read. The 
governor answered, that the council was 
to meet that afternoon, upon other busi- 
nesse, and that then I should be sent 
for; as I was, by the marshall of their 
court; where being come and admitted 
into the coundll, I delivered your Ma¬ 
jesties letters to the governor, their be¬ 
ing six of the magistrates and their 
secretary assembled with him, and 
there being a chaire placed purposely 
for me, I was desired by the governor 
to sitt. . . . 

The day after, I went to dsit the gov- 
emour at his house, and among other 
discourse I told him I tooke notice of 
severall ships that were arrived at Bos¬ 
ton, some since my being there, from 
Spain, France, Streights, Canaries and 
other parts of Europe, contrary to your 
Majesties lawes for encouraging naviga¬ 
tion, and regulating the trade of the 
plantations. He freely declared to me 
that the lawes made by your Majestic 
and your parliament obligeth them in 
nothing but what consists with the in¬ 
terest of that colony, that the legisla¬ 
tive power is and abides in them solely 
to act and make lawes by virtue of a 
charter from your Majesties royall father, 
and that all matters in difference are to 
be concluded by their finall determina¬ 
tion, without any appeal to your Maj¬ 
estic, and that your Majestie ought not 
to retrench their liberties, but may en¬ 
large them if your Majestie please, and 
said, your Majestie had confirmed their 
charter and aU their privileges by your 
Majesties letter of the 28th of June, 
1662, and that your Majesty could doe 
no lesse in reason than let them enjoy 
their liberties and trade, they having 
upon their own charge and without any 


contribution from the crown made so 
large plantation in the wildernesse, and 
that during the Dutch warrs your Maj¬ 
estie sent ammunition to New-Yorke for 
that place, but sent them word they must 
shift for themselves and make the best 
defence they could, and that notwith¬ 
standing the colony had many enemies, 
yet they did believe your Majestie to be 
their very gocxi friend, for that your 
Majestie had by severall letters expressed 
your kindnesse to them.... 

About the beginning of July, I went 
into the province of New-Hampshire, be¬ 
longing to Mr. Mason, but now divided 
by the Bostoneers into three counties, 
and by them called Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Middlesex. And travelled through sev¬ 
erall of the most considerable towns, 
acquainting the inhabitants with the 
occasion of my coming into the country, 
and read Mr. Mason’s letter unto them, 
which gave them great satisfaction, the 
whole country complaining of the op¬ 
pression and usurpation of the magis¬ 
trates of Boston, imposing ministers 
upon them, not admitting them to the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, deny¬ 
ing baptism to their chEdren, and lib¬ 
erty of choosing their own magistrates 
and officers because they were not mem¬ 
bers of their congregations. And as a 
farther marke of their power and sover¬ 
eignty over them they send twice a year 
magistrates from Boston to keep courts 
for trying of causes, and that they lay 
at pleasure what impositions, fines and 
taxes they thinke fit upon their estates, 
persons and trade, contrary to the lawes 
of England, and that they have been for 
a long time earnestly expecting to be 
delivered from the government of the 
Massachusets Bay, and doe humbly hope 
your Majestie will not permitt them any 
longer to be oppressed, but will be 
graciously pleased to give them relief, 
according to the promises made them 
by your Majesties commissioners in 
1665, who were then in that province, 
and declared them not to be under the 
government of Boston. 



20 


THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 


4. The General Court Writes Its Own Navigation Act 

A. The Magistrates Draft a Bill Recognizing the Authority of 
Parliament, February 24, 1682 


For tile Regulation of the navigation 
and trade of tMs Ckilony According to 
the Acts of Parliament referring there¬ 
unto; and particularly those of the 12. 
15. and 25 of his majesty, and in 
pursuance of an order of this Jurisdic¬ 
tion made October 10th 1677 This Court 
does order and enact that the aforesaid 
acts of Parliament and the aforesaid 
orders be forthwith published in the 
exchamge of Boston by sound of 
Dnimme and further that the order of 
thhi Court made in iSyo” prohibiting 
trade with any vessell tin they Come 
under command and Ride in our usuall 
harbors hereafter named upon the pen¬ 
alty of the forfeiture of all such goods 
so traded be in the like manner pub¬ 
lished. And the ports allowed for de¬ 
livery shall be Boston to which is an¬ 
nexed Gharlstowne; Salem to which is 
Annesed Marblehead; Newt^ry to which 
is Annexed Ipswich and no other. And 
It is hereby further Ordered that all 
shipi^ and vessells Arriving in any of 
the said Porte shall before they hreake 
bulke make entry with the Governor or 
such officer as the Governor shall Ap¬ 
point in the abovenamed Ports as the 
acts of Parliament requires. And all 
shipps and vessells outward bound shall 
in like manner attend what in the said 
Acte of Parliament is required of them 
by Giving in bond to deliver their Lad¬ 
ing in parts and po*its allowed by the 
said Acts of Parliament and rereive 
thence cirtifiaites from the said Gov- 


[Massadiusetts Archives, LXI, 237-58 J 

emor or his order. And the Governor 
is heereby ordered and directed in every 
of the said respective ports of this 
Jurisdiction to Appoint and Constitute 
under his hand and seale one able and 
sufficient person to dischardge and per- 
forme the said trust who may receive 
such fees for entering bonds drtificates 
as the said Acts of Parliament doe Al¬ 
low and no other person shall Assume 
or execute the said office but as above- 
said. And it is further ordered that the 
Governor or Ms officer in the severall 
ports above named shall keepe faire 
books of all entries drtificates bonds 
etc. which shall be always liable to the 
review of any officer or any other that 
may Informe of the breach of any of 
the said Acte of Parliament or of our 
lawes in pursuance thereof or referring 
to the Trade of this Jurisdiction. And 
for the better direction of merchants 
and marxiners that may not so fully un¬ 
derstand those acts of trade this Court 
does desire Mr. Elisha Cooke and Gapt. 
Elisha HutcMnson to make a true ab¬ 
stract of all the dauses relating to the 
plantations conteyned in those acts and 
the same to be forthwith printed. 

The magistrates have passt tMs their 
bretheren the Duputies hereto Con¬ 
senting. 

EDWARD RAWSON SECRET 

The Deputies Consent not hereto 

WILLIAM TORREY CXERIG 
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B. The House of Deputies Denies Parliament’s Authority, 
February 23, 1682 


TTiis Court haveing Considered the 
Statutes of England, his Majestie's Com¬ 
mands and our owne Laws Refering to 
trade and Navigation Doe order and 
Inact that no Commodities Shal be Im¬ 
ported into or Exported out of this Col- 
lony, in any other Ship or Vessel what¬ 
soever but such as doe truly belong 
only to the people of England, Ireland, 
Dominion of Wailes or Towne of Ber¬ 
wick upon Tweed, or are of the Bilt of 
and belonging to some of his Majestie’s 
plantations in Asia Africa or America, 
and whereof the Mastor and three 
fourths of the Marinors at least are Eng¬ 
lish, under the penalty of the forfiture 
and loss of all the goods and Commoditys 
which shal be imported into, or Ex¬ 
ported out of this Gollony in any other 
ship or vessel, as also of the ship or 
vessel with all its guns, fmniture, takel. 
Ammunition and Apparel, one third 
part thereof to his Majesty his Heirs and 
Successors, one third part to the Gover¬ 
nor and Company, and the other third 
part to him or them whoe shal Informe 
seize and sue for the same. 

It is also ordered that no Alian or 
person not borne within the AJlegence 
of our Soveraine Lord the King, or 
Naturalized or made a free Denison, 
shall Exeisize the trade or occupation 
of a Marchant or factor in this Gollony, 
upon paine of the forfiture and loss of 
all his goods and Chattels or that are in 
his possession, one third part to his 
Majesty one third part to the Governor 
and Company and the other third to 
him or them whoe shall Informe seize 
and sue for the same. 

It is also Ordered that no Commodity 
of the groth production or Manifacture 
of Europe, shal be Imported into this 
Gollony but what shal be bona fide and 
without fraude Laden and Shipped in 


[Massadiusetts Archives, LXI, 234-55] 

England Wales or Towne of Berwick 
upon Tweede, and in English built 
shiping and maned as aforesaid under 
the penalty of the Loss of all such goods 
and Commoditys soe Imported, also the 
Loss of such ship or vessel with al its 
guns, furniture, takel. Ammunition and 
Apparel, one third to his Maj^ty one 
third to the Governor and Company, 
and the other third to him or them whoe 
shall Informe seize and sue for the same. 

And for the better prevention of 
fraudes it is hereby Ordered that no ship 
or vessell Coming from any porte bey 
and the sease of New England into this 
Collony shall Lade or unlade any goods 
or Commoditys whatsoever until the 
Mastor or Commander of such ship or 
vessell have made knowne to the Gov¬ 
ernor or oificer thereunto Authorised, the 
Arrival of the said shipp or vessell with 
her name and burthen, the name of the 
Mastor or Commander and have shewed 
to bitn that she is an English built ship 
or vessel, or produce suffidant Cirtificate 
that she is such a ship or vessel as hath 
Liberty to trade here. And have de¬ 
livered ane perfect Inventory or Invoyce 
of her Lading together with the place or 
places wher such goods were Laden into 
said ship or vessel under the paine of 
the loss of the shipp or vessel with all 
her guns Ammu nition takel furniture 
and Apparel, and of all such goods of 
the groth production or Manufacture 
of Europe, as were not Bona fide Laden 
in England Wate or Towne of Berwidt, 
to be Recovered and devided in maner 
aforesaid. 

Provided this law nor any thing therin 
contained Extends not to Bulloyn salt, 
wines of the groth of Madera the West¬ 
ern Islands or Ajzores Nor to any sorte 
of victules of the groth or production of 
England Scotland Ireland or said Is- 
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lands. Nor to any goods taken by way 
of Reprisal by vertue of Commission or 
Authority Derived from Ms Majesty his 
Heirs or Successors; 

And it is heerby Ordered that this 
Court shall from time to time appoynt 
meet persons in our port Towns, viz. 
Boston, Salem, and Newbery, whoe shall 
have Commission from the Governor 
under the seale of the Collony, and be 
sworne to the faithfull discharge of his 
trust. And that they and only they, take 
Entrys of all such shipps and vessels. 
Receive and grant Cirtificates to all 
such Masters and Gommandors; which 
said Officers shall keepe faier books of 
all Entrys Cirtificates etc which shall be 
always lyable to the view of any officer 
or other person that may Informe of the 
breach of any Laws Relating to trade, 
and that said officers once every six 
Months doe transcribe fare Coppys of al 
Entrys Cirtificates etc and deliver the 
same to the govemour for the time be¬ 
ing, for wMch service said officeis shal 


take to themselves such fees, from said 
Master or Commandor, boath for En¬ 
tering and Transcribing, as Clarkes and 
Recorders are by Law alowed. 

And it shal be in the liberty of any 
Informer or other person whatsoever by 
warrant from the Governor or any 
Majestrate or the Officer that is deputed 
to Receive Entrys for the time being 
to search seize and secure any such ship, 
vessel, or goods as shal be brought into 
this Collony Contrary to Law, the said 
Informer or other person first giving 
sufficient security to Respond all Costs 
and damages that shall arise, by his 
wrongfuil seizing or detaining any such 
vessel or goods. 

The deputyes have passed this de¬ 
siring the Consent of the honored 
majistrates hereto. Feb. 23-[i6]8i 

WILLIAM TORREY CLERIC 

Not consented to by the magistrates 

EDWARD RAWSON ffiCRET 


5. Massachusetts Refuses to Surrender its Charter for Revision 
A. Samuel Nowell to John Richards, March 28, 1683 


Capt Richards, Honored Sir,—^I re¬ 
ceived yours, and am greatly indebted to 
you for that and all your former kind¬ 
nesses to my selfe^ wMch I know not 
how to requite but by my poor prayers, 
in which way (tho poor mine be worth 
little) I reckon my seife as deeply in¬ 
debted to your seife as to any man. I am 
heartily sorry for that unavoidable ex- 
cerdse wMch the only wise God hath 
been pleased to carve out for you, it be¬ 
ing not possible to please the country 
and the Court t<K>. We have been to- 
gither since the yth of Febr. last, this 
session being not much unlike the time 
we spent two years agoe. God is pleased 
to Mde from us the right methods of 


[Massadiiisetts Historical Sodety, CoUecimns^ 
Sth Ser., i (1871), 434 - 35 ] 

unity and agreement, and indeed the 
matter is so weighty about yielding or 
denying appeals, that it hath taken up 
the most of our time, and what we shall 
come to in the conclusion will be sent 
to you. I have little exspectation that 
all we can or shall do will put a stop 
to a Quo Warranto; for ife we doe not 
give you power, it will go on; if we do 
give you the power required, and you 
do not make use of it to our prejudice, 
the Quo Warranto will still go on; but 
if you do make use of the power to 
answer demands, we do then pull downe 
the house ourselves, which is worse than 
to be passive only. By our Patteet we 
have full and absolute power to rule 
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and goveme, pardon and punisii, etc.; by 
wfaich allways hitbertoo we have Judged 
oiiirseives free from appeales, and either 
we may finally Judge of and determine 
all things, or else appeals ly in all caks, 
which will make the Government here 
to be a meer cypher, more contemptible 
than any other Government in all the 
Plantations, in regard we are under 
an ill aspect; hence every pragmatick 
person will refuse to submit to the Judg¬ 
ment of our courts, hoping for relief in 
England, or by some commissioners here, 
to which our Government must be sub¬ 
ordinate; the case in 1664. For example, 
Robt. Orchard, being strained upon for 
two pewter platters, prefers a complaint 
against us at Whitehall, and it is taken 
notice of, as I suppose you will be 
particularly advised more about it. That, 
and Masons case, by which we fear the 
greatest part of the country will be 
disposed off to Mr Mason, maketh us 
afraid of appeals. The grant of the 

B. Increase Mather's Argument, 


In the latter end of this year, that 
came to pass, which occasioned no small 
Trouble and Temptation to me. For 
there arrived a vessel which brought the 
Ein^ declaration, wherein hee signifieth 
to the Countrey that except they would 
make a full submission and entire Res¬ 
ignation to his pleasure, a Quo warranto 
should be prosecuted against their Char¬ 
ter. Some desired me to deliver my ap¬ 
prehensions on the Question whether 
the countrey could without sin against 
God make such a Resignation as was 
proposed to them. Several papers were 
brought to me some that came out of 
England or Holland others written in 
New England which argued for the Neg¬ 
ative. I put those arguments into Form, 
and added some more of my owne, and 
then communicated them to some of the 


wasts to him is to us a plaine demonstra¬ 
tion that his claime is intended to be 
fully allowed when by his appeale from 
our judgment it shall be carried back to 
England; for our law of Title Posses¬ 
sion was pleaded before the K. and 
council in my hearing, and is disallowed 
of by what is allready done, and our 
title to the soile by our Patient is ac¬ 
counted of as nothing worth, by reason 
our former Agents did in the case be¬ 
tween Gorge and Mason renounce the 
soile. The Lord fit you and us for his 
holy will and pleasure in such mails as 
seeme comming. 

Mr Willard and Mr Allen came into 
the Court this day to make a motion 
for reliefe to be sent for a release of Mr 
Dudly and yorselfe, but I doubt it will 
not be granted. So commending you and 
your affairs and ours to the Lord, I rest 

Yor obliged friend and servt, 

s:n: 


1683 

[M. G. Hall, ed., "The Autobiography of In¬ 
crease Mather/* in American Antiquarian So- 
dety. Proceedings, 71 (1962), Pt. 2, 307-8] 

Magistrates, who so well approved of 
them as to disperse copyes thereof, that 
they came into many hands, and were a 
meanes to keep the Countrey from com¬ 
plying with that proposal. The other 
party conjectured me to be the author 
of that M.^. and were not a little dis¬ 
pleased thereat. Nevertheless, I believe 
it was a good worke, and I hope accepta¬ 
ble to the Lord. 

Also on January. 23. The freemen of 
Boston mett to consider what they 
should do. The deputies of Boston and 
several others requested me to be pres¬ 
ent and to give my thoughts as to the 
case of conscience before them. In the 
Townhouse I made a short speech to 
the Freemen in these words, ‘‘As the 
Question is now stated, (viz. whetha: 
you will make a full submission and en- 
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tire Resignation of your Cliarter and 
priviledges of it, to Ms Majesties'pleas¬ 
ure) wee shall sin against God if wee 
vote an Affirmative to it. The scripture 
teacheth us otherwise. Wee know that 
Jephthah said, That wHch the Lord our 
God has given us, shall not we pc^sess! 
And Naboth, tho he ran a great hazard 
by the refusal, yet said, God forbid that 
I should give away the Inheritance of 
my Fathers. Now would it be wisdome 
for us to comply. Wee know that David 
made a wise cdioice, when He chose to 
fall into the hands of God rather than 
into the hands of men. If wee make a 
full submission and entire Resignation 
to pleasure, we fall into the hands of 
men immediately. But if wee do it not, 
we keep ourselves still in the hands of 
God, and Trust ourselves with his provi¬ 
dence and who knoweth what God may 
do for us? Moreover, there are examples 
before our ey», the considoation 
whereof ^ould be of vreight with us. 


Our brethren hard by, what have they 
gained by their readiness to submit and 
comply, who if they had abode by their 
liberties longer would not have bin 
miserable so soon. And wee hear from 
London, that when it came to they 
would not make a full submission and 
entire Resignation to pleasure, lest haply 
their posterity should cmrse them. And 
shall we do it then? I hope there is not 
one Freeman in Boston that will dare 
to be guilty of so great a sin. However, 
I have discharged my conscience in thus 
delivering my selfe to you.** 

Upon this speech many of the Free¬ 
men wept, and they said generally, we 
thank you Sir for tMs instruction and 
encx>uragemenL The Question being put 
to vote was carried in the Negative 
Nanine Contradicente. This Act of Bos¬ 
ton had a great Influence on the Coun¬ 
trey, many other Towns following this 
sample. 


6. The Grounds for RevoMng the Colonial Charter, June 4, 1683 


1. They have oected a Rublick. mint 
in Boston and Q>ine money with their 
Own hnpresse. 

2. They impc^ upon the Consdencyes 
of Ms Mafesties Subjects in matters of 
Religion by their Lawes Ecdesi^asticall 
being repugnant to the Laives of Eng¬ 
land. 

3. They refuse appeals to his MaJ^^tie 
in Councill in matters relating to the 
Grown. 

4. They impose Dutyj^ and Customs 
upon goods imported their Colony by 
Ms Majesties Subjects from England 
where those g<K>ds have paid all Ms 
Majesties dues. 

5. They levye what Rates and tBxes 
they please upon his Majesties Subjects 
inhabiting their Colony altho* not free 
of their Company. 


fTopimi and Goodrich, cds., Randolph Letters, 

in, s^-30] 

6. They have in opposition to his 
Majesties letters Patents sett up a Navall 
Office altho* no such power is granted 
them in their Charter. 

7. They assume a power of Making 
freemen not allowed and otherwise then 
their Charter directs. 

8. They have erected Courts of Ad¬ 
miralty. 

§. They have refused a legall tryall 
in their Courts in a Cause relating to 
Ms Majestie. 

10. They have imprisoned his Ma- 
J^ties Officers for doing their Dutyes 
and refused the Plea of Generali issue 
when Offred in their Defence. 

11. They have forced his Majesties 
Officer to pay money in their Courts be¬ 
fore he Could be admitted to prosecute 
on Ms Majesties behalfe no Law or Or- 
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der of Generali Court warranting tlie 
Same. 

12. They have putt Severall persons 
to Death for Breach of their Lawes. No 
power granted by Charter for so Doing. 

ig. They have imposed illegall oaths 
upon his Majesties Subjects Inhabiting 
the Colony. 

14. They have Caused some of the 
Inhabitants to signe a Mutinous addresse 
to his Majestic altho' the best persons 
of estates in the Colony have refused. 

15. They have raised great Sums of 
money upon the Nonfreemen to pur¬ 
chase for themselves the Province of 
Maine. 


16. They have not yet sufEered his 
Majesties letters Patents to be publiddy 
read in their Courts at tyme of tiyall of 
Causes relating to his Majesties Customs. 

17. They have not owned the Act for 
preventing frauds made in the 14th. of 
the King nor the Act for better securing 
the Plantation trade made in the 25th. 
of the King to be the Lawes of their 
Colony. 

[Endorsed\ Articles against the 

Government of Boston. 

Reed. 4 June 1683. 

MR. RANDOLPH. 


Establishment o£ the Dominion o£ New England 

7. Sir Edmund Andros’ Commission as Governor, April 7, 1688 


James the Second by the Grace of God 
King of England, Scotland France and 
Ireland Defender of the Faith etc. To 
our trusty and welbeloved Sir Edmund 
Andros Knight Greeting: Whereas by 
our Conomission under our Great Seal 
of England, bearing date the third day 
of June in the second year of our reign 
wee have constituted and appointed you 
to be our Captain Generali and Gover¬ 
nor in Chief in and over all that part 
of our territory and dominion of New 
England in America known by the names 
of our Colony of the Massachusetts Bay, 
our Colony of New Plymouth, our 
Provinces of New Hampshire and Main 
and the Narraganset Country or King’s 
Province. And whereas since that time 
Wee have thought it necessary for our 
service and for the better protection and 
security of our subjects in those parts to 
join and annex to our said Government 
the neighboring Colonies of Road Is¬ 
land and Connecticutt, our Province of 


[Francis N. Thorpe, ed.. Federal and State Con¬ 
stitutions, Colonial Charters, and Other Organic 
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New York and East and West Jeisey, 
with the territories thereunto belonging, 
as wee do hereby join annex and unite 
the same to our said govemment and 
dominion of New England. Wee there¬ 
fore reposing espedall trust and con¬ 
fidence in the prudence courage and 
loyalty of you the said Sir Edmund 
Andros, out of our espedall grace cer¬ 
tain knowledge and meer motion, have 
thought fit to constitute and appoint as 
wee do by these presents constitute and 
appoint you the said Sir Edmund Andros 
to be our Captain Generali and Gover¬ 
nor in Cheif in and over our Colonies 
of the Massachusetts Bay and New 
Plymouth, our Provinces of New Hamp 
shire and Main, the Narraganset country 
or King’s Province, our Colonys of Rc^d 
Island and Connecticutt, our Province 
of New York and East and West Jersey, 
and of that tract of land circuit con¬ 
tinent precincts and limits in America 
lying and being in breadth from forty 
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degrees of Northern latitude from the 
Equinoctiall Line to the River of St. 
Croix Eastward, and from thence directly 
Northward to the river of Canada, and 
in length and longitude by all the 
breadth aforesaid and throughout the 
main land from the Atlandck or West¬ 
ern Sea or Ocean on the East part, to 
the South Sea on the West part, with all 
the Islands, Seas, Rivers, watere, rights, 
members, and appurtenances, thereunto 
belonging (our province of Pensilvania 
and country of Delaware only excepted), 
to be called and known as formerly by 
the name and dtle of our territory and 
dominion of New England in Amer¬ 
ica. - . . 

And Wee do hereby give and grant 
unto you full power and authority to 
suspend any member of our Goundll 
from sitting vodng and assisting therein, 
as you shall find just cause for so do¬ 
ing. . . . 

And Wee do hereby give and grant 
unto you full power and authority, by 
and with the advise and consent of our 
said Goundll or the major part of them, 
to make constitute and ordain law^ 
statutes and ordinances for the public 
peace welfare and good government of 
our said territory and dominion and of 
the people and inhabitants thereof, and 
such others as shall resort thereto, and 
for the benefit of us, our heires and suc¬ 
cessors. Which said lawes statutes and 
ordinances, are to as near as con¬ 
veniently may be, aggreeable to the lawes 
and statutes of this our kingdom of Eng¬ 
land: Provided that all such lawes statu¬ 
tes and ordinances of what nature or du¬ 
ration soever, be within three months, 
or sooner, after the making of the same, 
transmitted unto Us, under our Seal of 
New England, for our allowance or dis¬ 
approbation of them, as also duplicates 
thereof by the next conveyance. 

And Wee do by these presents give and 
grant unto you full power and an* 
thoiity by and with the advise and con¬ 
sent of our said Couiicill, or the major 
part of than, to impme assess and raise 


and levy rates and taxes as you shall find 
necessary for the support of the govern¬ 
ment within our territory and dominion 
of New England, to be collected and 
leveyed and to be imployed to the uses 
aforesaid in such manner as to you and 
our said Goundll or the major part of 
them shall seem most equall and reasona¬ 
ble. 

And for the better supporting the 
charge of the government of our said 
Territory and Dominion, our will and 
pleasure is and wee do by these presents 
authorize and impower you the said Sir 
Admund Andros and our Goundll, to 
continue such taxes and impositions as 
are now laid and imposed upon the In¬ 
habitants thereof; and to levy and dis¬ 
tribute or cause the same to be levyed 
and distributed to those ends in the best 
and most equall manner, untill you shall 
by and with the advise and consent of 
our CounciH agree on and settle such 
other taxes as shall be sufficient for the 
support of our government there, which 
are to be applied to that use and no 
other.... 

And Wee do further hereby give and 
grant unto you full power and au¬ 
thority with the advise and consent of 
our said Council! to erect institute and 
establish such and so many Courts of 
Judicature and public Justice within 
our said Territory and Dominion as you 
and they shall think fitt and necessary 
for the determining of all causes as well 
Giiminali as Giviil according to law and 
equity, and for awarding of execution 
thereupon, with all reasonable and nec- 
emry powers autliorities fees and piivi- 
l^es Itelonging unto them. 

And Wee do hereby give and grant 
unto you full {x>wer and authority to 
constitute and appoint Judges and in 
cases requisite Commissioners of Oyer 
and Terminer, Justices of the Peace, 
Sheriffs, and all other necessary Officers 
and Ministers within our said Territory, 
for the better administration of Justice 
and putting the lawes in execution, and 
to administer sudb oath and oaths as 
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are usually given for the due execution 
and performance of offices and places 
and for the deering of truth in judidall 
causes.. •. 

And Wee do hereby give and graunt 
unto you full power where you shall 
see cause and shall judge any offender 
or offenders in capitall and crimlnall 
matters, or for any fines or forfeitures 
due unto us, fit objects of our mercy, 
to pardon such offenders and to remit 
such fines and forfeitures, treason and 
wilful! murder only excepted, in which 
case you shall likewise have power upon 
extraordinary occasions to grant re¬ 
prieves to the offenders therein untill 
and to the intent our pleasure may be 
fxnther known. 

And Wee do hereby give and grant 
unto you the said Sir Edmund Andros 
by your self your Captains and Com¬ 
manders, by you to be authorized, full 
power and authority to levy arme mus¬ 
ter command or employ, all persons 
whatsoever residing within our said Ter¬ 
ritory and Dominion of New England, 
and, as occasion shall serve, them to 
transferr from one place to another for 
the resisting and withstanding all en¬ 
emies pyrats and rebells, both at land 
and sea, and to transferr such forces 
to any of our Plantations in America or 


the Territories thereunto belonging, as 
occasion shall require for the defence of 
the same against the invasion or attempt 
of any of our enemies, and then, if oc¬ 
casion shall require to pursue and 
prosecute in or out of the limits of our 
said Territories and Plantations or any 
of them. And if it shall so please God, 
them to vanquish; and, being taken, ac¬ 
cording to the law of arms to put to 
death or keep and preserve alive, at 
your discretion. And also to execute 
martiali law in time of invasion in- 
surrecdon or warr, and during the con- 
dnuance of the same, and upon soldiers 
in pay, and to do and execute all and 
every other thing which to a Captain 
Generali doth or ought of right to be¬ 
long, as fully and amply as any our Cap¬ 
tain Generali doth or hath usually 
don.. . . 

And Wee do hereby give and grant 
unto you the said Sir Edmund Andros 
full power and authority to erect one or 
more Court or Courts Admirall within 
our said Territory and Dominion, for 
the hearing and determining of all 
marine and other causes and matters 
proper therein to be heard and de¬ 
termined, with ail reasonable and neces¬ 
sary powers, authorities fees and privi- 
ledges. 


8 . The Uncertainty of Land Tenure 


A. Samuel Sewall’s Difficulties, 
I. The Dominion Questions Sewairs Title 


April 8. [1687] I goe to Hog-Iland with 
Cous. Savage, to view the place. 

May 2. I go to Hog-Ilan<l Mr. 
Moodey, Oakes, Gapt, Townsend and 
Seth Perry in one Column; Capt, Hill, 
Mr Parson and Mr. Addington in the 
other, witness my taking livery and 


1687-88 

to Hogg Island 

IBmry of Samuel Sewall (Mass. Hist. Sk)c„ Col¬ 
lections, 5tli Ser., 5 [i878]), I, 172, 176, 181, 195, 
212, 219, 220] 

seised of the Hand by Turf and Twigg 
and the House. 

July 1, 1687. Went to Hog-Iland; . . . 
As went, saw a Surveyor with two red¬ 
coats, and another measuring and sur¬ 
veying Noddles-Iland. 

Tuesday, Nov. 15 th. Began to lay 
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down tlie Wharf at Hog-Iland, went 
thether with Mr. Newgate. 

Wednesday, May 2. [1688] Went to 
Hc^-Island with Mr. Newgate, where 
by appointment we meet with Cousin 
Savage trying to adjust the difference 
between them as [to] said Newgate's 
daim of Marsh. 

Thorsday, July 12. Mr. Jno. Hubbard 
2. Sewairs Fetiiion to Governor Andros 


To Sir Edmund Andros Knight, Capt. 
General and Govemour in Chief of 
His Majestic Territory and Dominion 
of New-England in America, the hum¬ 
ble Petition of Samuel Sewall of Boston, 
Sheweth. 

That whereas your Petitioner stands 
seized and possessed of a certain Island 
or Islands, commonly called and known 
by the name of Hc^-Island, lying sdtuat 
near Boston aforesaid, in the present 
tenure and occupation of one Jer. Bel¬ 
cher, having been peacably and quietly 
po^med by your Petitioner and his 
Predecessors for the space of fourty 
years or upwards by past: And whereas 
the said Belcher hath been lately served 
with a Writt of Intrusion at His Majes- 


tells me there is a Writt out against me 
for Hog-Island, and against several other 
persons for Land, as being violent in¬ 
truders into the Kings Possession. 

Satterday, July 14. Jeremiah Belcher 
comes and brings me the Information 
Mr Sherlock left with him on Thorsday 
last in the Afternoon, when he served 
on him a Writt of Intrusion. 


[Dwry of Samuel Sewall, I, 220-si] 

ties Suit, And your Petitioner not being 
willing to stand Suit, but being desirous 
of His Majesties Confirmation for the 
said Island or Islands: 

He therefore humbly prays your Ex¬ 
cellencies favour that he may obtain 
His Majesties Grant and Confirmation 
of the said Hogg-Island, with the mem¬ 
bers and Appurtenances thereof, unto 
your Petitioner his Heirs and Assigns 
forever under the Seal of this His Majes¬ 
ties Territory. To be holden of His 
Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, upon 
such moderat Quit-Rent as your Ex¬ 
cellency shall please to order. 

And your Petitioner shall ever pray. 

SAM. SEWALL 


5. Sewall Complains to Increase Mather in London 


Reverend Sir ,—1 writt to London of 
the 16th inst. by Belcher, giving an ac¬ 
count of the serving of several Writts of 
Intrusion, on Colonel Shrimpton for 
Dear-Island, on Mr. Lynde of Charles¬ 
town, for land of his there; and on Mr. 
Russell of the same place, for land of 
his near old Abraham's. Mr. Lynde 
quickly made his peace with Mr. James 
Graham, the Attorney-General. Mr. Rus¬ 
sell followed not long after, prevaiid 
with by Mr. Stoughton's advice. I was 
urged by my friends two cx>ndrary wayes; 


[Boston, New Engl. July 24, 1688, Diary of 
Samuel Sewall, I, 231-32] 

but at last have this day petitioned for 
a Patent for Hogg-Island. Mr. Dudley, 
Stoughton and several principal men 
having taken Patents, and intend to doe 
it; some of which were formerly most 
averse. I had resolved once to have come 
to you by Bilbao, in Mr. Curtis, by 
whom I send this, but when it came to, 
my friends would by no means part with 
me, my wife being very near her time. 
Twere good if you could come to know 
whether persons are thus to be compelled 
to take Patents. The Judg^ did as good 
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as teU iis we should be cast; and Apeal- 
ing to England does not hinder the Ex¬ 
ecution going forth. The generality of 
People are very averse from complying 
with any thing that may alter the Tenure 


of their Lands, and look upon me very 
sorrowfully that I have given way. . . . 

I am. Sir, Your obliged friend and 
servant. 

SAM. SEWALL. 


B. Edward Raj^dolph Tries to Grajb Laj>jd in Cambridge, 1688 
r. The Council Cooperates 


His Excellency Sir Edm. Andros, 
Knight, etc.; Joseph Dudley, Jno. Win- 
throp, Wayte Winthrop, John Usher, 
John Green, Edward Randolph, Fra. 
Nicholson, Samuel Shrimpton, Esqrs. 

Upon reading this day in Coundll the 
Petition of Edward Randolph Esqr. pray¬ 
ing his Majesties grant of a certain tract 
of vacant and imappropiated land con- 
tayneing about seaven hundred acres 
lying between Spy Pond and Sanders 
Brook neere Watertown in the County 
of Middlesex, Ordered That the Sheriff 

2. The Inhabitants of Cambridge Petition 


To his Excellency Sir Edmond Andros 
Knight Captain Generali and Governour 
in Cheife of his Maj^ties Territory and 
Dominion of New England and his Maj¬ 
esties Coundll 

The Petition and Address of his Maj¬ 
esties most LoyaE Subjects, the In- 
habitanis of Cambridge 

In most humble wise sheweth: 

In observance of the CoundU's order 
sent unto us reffening unto those lands 
petitioned for by Edward Randolph, 
Esqr, wee humbly informe and certifie 
your Excellency and the Coundl that 
they are neither vacant nor unappro¬ 
priated Lands and are a part of those 
Lands granted by his Majesties Royall 
Charter under the Great Seale of Eng¬ 
land to the persons therein mentioned 


[“Att a Coundll held ... in Bostcai . . . the 
29th of febr. 1687 [1688],” Toppan and GckxI- 
ricfc, eds., Randolph Letters^ IV, 207] 

of said County doe forthwith after re- 
tume hereof give public notice both in 
Cambridge and Watertown that if any 
person or persons have any dayme or 
pretence to the said land they appeare 
before his Excellency the Governour in 
Coundll on Wednesday the seaventh of 
March next, then and there to shew 
forth the same, and why the said land 
may not be granted to the Petitioner as 
desired, of which he is not to faile and 
to make due return. 

By order in Coundll etc 

the Council 

[Toppan and Goodrick, eds., Randolph Letters, 
rV, 211-13] 

and by the Government and Company 
of the Massachusetts Bay to the Towne 
of Cambridge as the Records of the Gen¬ 
erali Court will shew and have been 
quietly possessed and improved by this 
Towne of Cambridge for more than fifty 
yeares. And was also purchased of the 
Indian Natives that daimed title thereto. 
And more perticularly as to those men¬ 
tioned by the Petitioner Sdttuate and 
lying between Spy Pond and Sanders 
Brooke they were by allotment granted 
and measured and more than Forty 
yeares now past to sundry of the In¬ 
habitants of this Towne, and they have 
accordingly peaceably possessed and 
improved the same and are att this day 
Lawfully seized thereof. And for that 
other part Lying near to Water Towne 
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Lyne the Towne !iatii Htherto impro¥eci 
those Lands in common for Timber Fire 
wood and Pasture for all sorts of Cattle, 
the just intei^t of each person therein 
havelng been Le^iy settled more than 
forty yeares and the propiietois ha¥e ac¬ 
cordingly respectively bought and sold 
their interests as they have seen meete. 
And for the secnreing said Lands from 
Damage to ourselves by our neighbours 
of Watertowne the proprietors of said 
Lands have att their great Chaige 
Erected a stone wall more than one mile 
in Length and made Provision of gates 
upon the high wayes as was needfull. 

Wee doe also humbly Informe your 
Excellency and Coundil that the Lands 
above Petitioned for are of soe great 
concernment to the Inhabitants of this 
Towne for their nectary Supplies of 
Timber fire wocxi and Pasture, that 
should wee bee Deprived thereof it would 
he the Inevitable Ruine of more than 
Eighty Familyes of his Majesdes Sub¬ 
jects here settled who have s|^nt their 
Strength and Estate in Confidence of 
their Indubitable ri^t and peaceable 
in joyment thereof by virtue of Ms Ma|»- 
ties Royall Charter and to them L^ally 
derived in manner as is above redted. 

Wee Doe therefore Render to your 
Excellency and honourahle Council our 
humble and thanMull acknowledgement 
of your respect to our Welfare (as well 

g. Grievances Against the Governor, 


To The 
ReAB ER. 

The Particulars mendoned in the en¬ 
suing Narrative^ are hut a small part of 
the Grievances justly ccmiplained of by 


as to Justice and Equity) in giveing us 
this opportunity to Informe your Ex¬ 
cellency and honouis of our claime and 
Just title to those Lands Petitioned for 
as above said and doe humbly pray that 
the Royall authority wherewith his Ma¬ 
jesty have invested your Excellency for 
the Government of this part of Ms 
Dominion may putt a check upon your 
said Information and unreasonable re¬ 
quest of the Petitioner for said Lands. 
And that your Petitioners may not he 
thence Illegally Ejected or Disturbed in 
their peaceable Enjoyment thereof. Con¬ 
trary to Ms Late Majesties Declaration 
of the 26 July 1683 published upon the 
Issuing a Quo Warranto against the 
Late barter of this Colony and to his 
present Majesties Gracious Declaration 
to all Ms Loveing Subjects for Liberty 
of Conscience and maintaining them in 
aH their properties and possessions in 
any their Lands and propertyes whatso¬ 
ever, the benefitt whereof wee humbly 
claime. 

Your Petitioners are Ms Majesties most 
Loyall and your Excellencyes humble 
Servants and Supplyants in the name 
and by the order of the Inhabitants of 
Cambridge. 

JOHN COOPER, WALTER HASTING, 

FRANCIS MOORE, JOHN JACKSON, 

SAMUELL ANDREW 

1687-89 

[j| Nmratme of the Proceedings of Sir Edmond 
Androsse end his Complices, Who Acted by an 
Illegal and Arbitrary Commission from the Late 
jKflngl James, during Ms Government in New 
Enghmd, by several Gentlemen who were of his 
Council in W, H. Whitmore, ed.. The 

Andros Tracts (Prince Sodety, Publications, 5-7 
[1S68-74D, I. 135-47] 

the People in New England, during 
their three years Oppression under Sir 
For a more full Account, the Rea¬ 
der is referred to the Justifi^^cation of the 
Revolution in New England, where 
every partimlar exhibited against Sir 
Ed. and Ms Complices, fay the Agents 
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lately sent to England^ is by tbe Af~ 
ftdavits of honest men confirmed. If 
some men find themselves thereby ex¬ 
posed to the jost Resentments and In¬ 
dignation of all true Christians, or true 
English-men, they must thank themselves 
for publishing such untrue Accounts as 
that which goes under the name of Cap¬ 
tain John Palmers, and that scandalous 
Pamphlet called N.E/s Faction dis¬ 
covered, supposed to be written by an 
Implacable Enemy of all good men, and 
a person that for Impudence and Lying 
has few Equals in the World. This which 
follows, being signed by several Gentle¬ 
men of great Integrity, who likewise had 
a particular knowledge of the things 
by them related, is therefore of unques¬ 
tionable Credit. The Design in making 
of it thus publick, is to vindicate Their 
Majesties Loyal Subjects in New-Eng- 
land, and to give a true Representation 
of things unto those who have by false 
Relations been imposed on. 

B. N. E.Feb.4, 1691. 

Having Received from Mr. Addington 
by order of the Council and Representa¬ 
tives of the Massachusetts Colony a sig- 
nifiation of their desire; That whereas 
we were Members of the Late Council 
in the time of Sir Edmund Androsses 
Government, we would give some In¬ 
formation of the Grievances and Male- 
administrations under the same. Upon 
consideration had thereof, and in an¬ 
swer thereto, we cannot but own and 
declare, that not only ourselves and 
many others in the same station (not 
now present to Joyn with us) were of a 
long time much dissatisfied and dis¬ 
couraged with very many of the Pro¬ 
ceedings and Administrations in the 
said Government; and had little reason 
to wonder that so great a number of the 
People were so too. It might well have 
been expected that the Govemour (not 
so successful heretofore) notwithstand¬ 
ing the extraordinariness (to say no more) 
of many Clauses and Powers in his 
Commission; yea the rather and the 


more, because thereof would have cau¬ 
tioned and moderated the Execution of 
the same: But to our Great Trouble we 
found it very much otherwise. Many 
were the things that were accounted Ir¬ 
regular and Grievous therein, far from 
conducing to the Publick Weal of the 
Territory, and not a little to the dis¬ 
service of the Crown, as tending rather 
to the disturbing and disaffecting of the 
Subjects here, than to the furtherance of 
that cheaxful Obedience, Loyalty, Love 
and Duty in them, which ought by all 
good means, to have been nourished and 
promoted. And of all this unhappiness, 
we must reckon the firet step and in-let 
to be, that the Govemour did so quickly 
neglect the great number of the Coun¬ 
cil, and Chiefly adhere unto and Govern 
by the advice only of a few others, the 
principal of them Strangers to the 
Countrey, without Estates or Interest 
therein to oblige them, persons of 
known and declared Prejudices against 
us, and that had plainly laid their 
chiefest Designs and Hopes to make 
unreasonable profit of this poor People. 
Innumerable were the evil Effects that 
from hence were continually growing 
up amongst us; The Debates in Council 
were not so free as ought to have been, 
but too much over-ruled, and a great 
deal of harshness continually expressed 
agaimt Persons and Opinions that did 
not please. The Greatest Rigour and 
Severity was too often used towards the 
soberest sort of People, when any thing 
could he found or pretended against 
them, their humble submissions were 
little regarded, and inexorable Persecu¬ 
tions ordered against them, whilst in 
the mean time the notorious viciousness 
and profaneness of others met not with 
the like discountenance, but persons of 
such a character were put into places of 
business and trust. The long settled 
maintenance of the Publick Ministry, 
even from those that applied themselves 
to no other way of Worship, but con¬ 
tinued ordinaiy hearers, could not he 
upheld by any act of Authority provid- 
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iBg for the same, and Schools of Learn¬ 
ing so well taken care of formerly, were 
in most cases fallen to decay, and many 
more such like might be reckoned up. 
But we shall more especially instance 
further in the particulars following, as 
not the least. 

1. And first; It was as we thought a great 
slight put upon the Council, and to the 
prejudice of the good People of the 
Territory, That whereas at the Gover- 
nours first coming a Committee ap¬ 
pointed thereunto by himself, and a full 
Council had with great care and sereral 
weeks trouble revised a very consider¬ 
able number of Orders and Laws col¬ 
lected out of the several Law-Books of 
these Colonies found by long experience 
very needful and agreeable to the good 
of these Plantations, which Lam so Col¬ 
lected and Revised, were again presented 
unto, and upon further advisement ap¬ 
proved by the Governour and Council 
and passed. Yet upon the introducing 
Mr. West from New-York to be Deputy 
Secretary, they were, for what causes we 
know not, totally laid aside, and the 
People denied the benefit of them. And 
this Grievance was so much the greater, 
and a plainer Indication of the severity 
of some men in their Intended Manage¬ 
ment of things, because of good delibera¬ 
tion they had also passed an Order of 
Council, That until the Council should 
take further order, the several Justices, 
Town-Officers, and others should pro¬ 
ceed according to former Usages, and 
such Local Laws in the several parts of 
this Dominion, as are not repugnant to 
the Laws of England, etc. Yet because 
by virtue of the said Order some in 
Authority have proceeded to put forth 
their power for the support of the Min¬ 
istry, and some others did justifie them- 
seh^es in some actions done by them 
that were not pleasing; hereupon when 
a discourse only, and some debate 
thereof had passed in Council, but with¬ 
out any regular determination made, 
and contrary to the express word of the 


said Order, it was Entred in the Council- 
Book concerning it, resolved that the 
same was only in Force till the next 
Session of the Council, and so de¬ 
termined as null of it self, and that none 
presume to act pursuant to such Laws 
as are or shall be made here. 

2. Whereas the Act for the Continuing 
and Establishing of several Rates, Duties 
and Imposts, was one of the first of so 
great Moment that came out in Form 
under the Seal of the Territory, and 
was publickly proclaimed, we that were 
present have great cause to remember 
what trouble and dissatisfaction there 
was among Members of the Council con¬ 
cerning the same. As that Act was framed 
and urged upon us, a very considerable 
number (and we believe we were the 
Major part) dissented from and argued 
much against it. And tho the Governor 
expressed not a little heat and positive¬ 
ness alledging his instructions, and held 
the Council together, unreasonably a 
very long time about it. Yet when we 
did at last break up we could not 
imagine that he could take the BiU to 
be agreed to; Nevertheless it was the 
next day (to our wonderment) brought 
in fairly Engrossed in Parchment, and 
quickly Signed by the Governour with¬ 
out any counting of Voices either then 
or the day before, which was the more 
needful because some did continue stiU 
to make their objections, others that 
had spoken against the Bill the day be¬ 
fore, declaring their adherence to what 
they had then said; and many more un¬ 
der so great discouragement and dis¬ 
countenance, as was manifested sitting 
silent, which we are sure in the regular 
passing of Laws can never be reckoned 
for a consent. 

3. The Way and Manner used after¬ 
wards of proposing and passing all Laws 
was very uncertain and unequal, not 
answerable to the Nature of so great a 
Power, nor to the largeness of the Ter¬ 
ritory that was to be obliged by them. 
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or to the Ntimber o£ the Concellors ap¬ 
pointed therein; for after a little while 
there were no set times appointed or 
given notice of for the making of Laws, 
that so the Members of the Council 
might attend in a fuller number to be 
helpful therein. Bills o£ the greatest 
concernment were usually first consulted 
and framed in private, and so unex¬ 
pectedly brought into Council at any 
time, and then our work too was often 
under great disadvantages, not to advise 
freely and consult about the making of 
a Law thought necessary, but to main¬ 
tain a Contest in opposition to a very 
inconvenient one, too far promoted and 
engaged in already; and above all, there 
was never any fair way of taking and 
counting the number of the Councellors 
consenting and dissenting, that so the 
Majority might be known in any matter 
that admitted of any considerable rea¬ 
sonings and debates, by reason whereof 
both Laws and other Orders and Resolu¬ 
tions might be set down as passed by 
the Council, which ought not to have 
been. And when it hath been (as often 
it was) expresly and earnestly prayed 
when matters of greater moment than 
ordinary were in hand, that the Debate 
and Resolution of them might be put 
off till a fuller Council of Members from 
other several parts of the Dominion 
might be Convened such motions were 
ever disaccepted, and entertained with 
no little displacency; so that it might 
be too truly affirmed, that in effect four 
or five persons, and those not so favour¬ 
ably inclined and disposed as were to 
be wished for, bear the Rule over, and 
gave Law to a Territory the largest and 
most considerable of any belonging to 
the Dominion of the Crown, 

4. In Pursuance of this way and manner 
of passing Laws above expressed, there 
were two in special that came forth, 
which we are sure in fuller and freer 
Councils would have had a full stop 
put to them; viz. First, The Act for 
R^ulating the Choice of select Men, 


etc. wherein the Liberty of Towns to 
meet for the management of their Pub- 
lick Affairs referring to their Common 
Lands, and all other their concernments, 
which they had enjoyed for so many 
years, to their great benefit, was most 
unreasonably restrained to once a year, 
and all other Convening of inhabitants 
as a Town Meeting, upon any pretence 
or colour whatsoever, was strictly for¬ 
bidden: And the other Act was that 
intituled. An Act requiring all Masters 
of Ships or Vessels to give security, in 
which there were such restraints laid 
upon all persons from Transporting 
themselves freely (as their occasion 
might call) out of the Territory, That it 
would have been a meer Prison to aU 
that should be found therein, and such 
Bond required of all Ships and Vessels 
(extending in the practice even to Shal¬ 
lops and Wood-Boats) as would quickly 
have intolerably discouraged, if not 
ruined the Trade thereof; and all with¬ 
out any other ordinary general benefit 
of the said Act, but the filling some 
mens Pockets with Fees: And (as it 
might be thought from the time of 
moving this Act, which was when Cap¬ 
tain Hutchinson was already gone, and 
and Mr. Mather was known to be in¬ 
tending for England) the obstructing of 
such mens going home as were likely 
there to make just Complaints, and seek 
Redress of Publick Grievances; and 
when this act had been strenuously op¬ 
posed in council here at Boston, where 
it was more than once vehemently 
urged, and as often denied, it was car¬ 
ried as far as H gw York, and there an 
opportunity found for the obtaining of 
it, 

5. The great matter of Properties and 
Titles to our Lands is the next to be 
insisted on. His Majesty that granted 
the Charter did fully invest the Paten¬ 
tees with Right to the Soil throughout 
the whole Limits thereof, and here on 
the place, the Right of the Natives was 
honestly purchased from them. The Dis- 
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fioKil, IilfUrihutiois, and Granting of 
Umih l>y the. wlio were also 

inufjrpcinuwl, nml made a Body Poli- 
ikK mm In siidi a plain, ready, easie 
way wifiKHil any «harge to ilie Planters, 
as ill file Senkmiem of so large a Conn* 
trey was flHmfjhi m be most agreeable: 
Aml fic) auKh of a fnifdiVk spirit and de^ 
wvtt fhesf* Noble ^ienUemen, that 
(ihoiigh wcdl they triiglir,) they settled 
not ofie lilfigle Feimy of service or ac- 
l<nowl<-d|>;rnem to flH'mselvtss and Heirs 
of any of tlirir Crams, a tiling so self- 
denyinfr and woriliy, that few Instances 
tan be given of the like. All which not- 
wifhsfamling, ami the Possessions, He* 
wentrt and, Valnalile Purchases of so 
many years that have passed since, the 
(^oift*rmpur and lhase he adhered to, 
rr.uplnad and pmaiurd la make all mens 
in rllaci quiie null and void. The 
fninha^ahig of the Natives Right, was 
made noihing of, and neK;t to a Ridi- 
fiile, d'lie Knjoyrnent and I'rnprovement 
iti hand-j oof ha losrd, arni trspecially 
h fyhig iff ommmn amongst many was 
denif^d lo la* (amesslon: if: was not 
enongfi that some men that thought it 
fonveiiierh, ami wf’re both willing and 
able, <lid lake Ckmlirmations of their 
bandi, the mmiherfi of wlnnn in time 
miglil have lieen a eonskferable gain 
tip iliem; Imf nolhiui^ would salisfie un- 
Irn all in ff/ntuii mip;hl be compelled 
m to do; hrnce ihm'c that refused were 
iU^dnprd Intuidns upon Ilis Majesty, 
and put in fmr of hoping their Lands 
fffanird unto Grangers. Many were So- 
liiifed, am! Knomraged to Petition for 
Of her mens bands, and had a shameful 
Example »et tlnmi by some of the chief 
Cmhiivers of all thk Mischief. When 
some men haoe l*etitioned for a con-- 
fifnmiion of their own Ipmds, a port of 
thr\e only was offered to be granted to 
them, and another pari dcnyed. Nor 
(onid any mans own faind he confirmed 
to him, wilhoiif a parficniar Survey of 
every fiart and panel of ihcnti first made, 
the great iliargefi whereof, aiKl of other 
Em to hr faken would have been to 


most men Insupportable: Yea it hath by 
some been computed that all the money 
in the Country would not suffice to 
patent the Lands therein contained. 

And yet further, a considerable quit- 
rent to the King was to be Imposed 
upon all Lands, though already a con¬ 
stant yearly Tax for the support of the 
Government had been laid on them. 

And for all this most unreasonable 
vexation to a Laborious and Industrious 
people, the only Ground pretended was 
some defects and wants of form and due 
manner alledged to be in the way of 
the disposing and conveying of all Lands 
from the Patentees to the Townships 
and People here; which whatever it 
amounted to might have been easily 
remedied, either by an application and 
representation to the King for the ob¬ 
taining a General settlement of all prop¬ 
erties (which would have been highly 
Worthy and Generous for the Gover- 
nour to have engaged in, on behalf of 
the People) or by some other ways that 
were proposed. But nothing but the way 
of particular Patenting as abovesaid 
could prevail. In prosecution whereof 
all Actions intended upon Informations 
of Intrusions in His Majesties behalf, or 
between old Proprietors and new Gran¬ 
tees must have had their Decision at the 
Ordinary Courts of Common Law here 
upon the Place where matters of Equity 
and of a Consideration Transcending all 
ordinary Cases could not have a proper 
Cognizance and due Influence in the 
Decision, Determination and Judgment 

6 . Though sufficient Courts of Justice 
were appointed, and held in the several 
Counties for the Tryal of all Offenders, 
yet it was too frequent upon more par¬ 
ticular displeasure to fetch up persons 
from very remote Counties before the 
Governour and Council at Boston (who 
were the highest, and a constant Court 
of Record and Judicature) not to re¬ 
ceive their tryal but only to be examined 
there, and so remitted to an Inferior 
Court to be farther proceeded against 
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The Grievance of which Court was ex¬ 
ceeding great, for hereby not only the 
Chaise was made Excessive upon such 
persons by the notorious exactions of 
the Messenger, the Secretaries Fees for 
Examination, etc. But these Examina¬ 
tions themselves were unreasonably 
strict, and rigorous and very unduely 
ensnaring to plain unexperienced men. 
And the Tryals of several, were by this 
means over-ruled to be at Boston, and 
not in the proper Counties, and were 
otherwise so far prejudged as to be 
rendered less equal. 

The Extraordinary Oppressive Fees 
taken in all matters by indigent and 
exacting Officers, these were at the first 
for a long time arbitrarily imposed and 
required without any colour of an Es¬ 
tablishment of them by the Council. 
Afterwards a Committee was appointed, 
to bring in a Table of Fees, that spent 
a long time without finishing any thing, 
the reason whereof was because some 
therein especially the Deputy Secretary 
West, insisted upon Fees much more ex¬ 
traordinary than some others could con¬ 
sent to. In conclusion; There was a 
Table of Fees drawn up to be presented 
to the Council, and signed by some of 
the Committee, one of whom, (whose 
Subscription is to this Paper) declaring 
expresly, that by his Signing he did no 
otherwise agree, but only that it might 
be presented to the Council, to do 
therein as they should see cause, who 
also when it was so presented to the 
Council, declared that many of the par¬ 
ticulars in that Table contained, were 
unreasonable, and ought to be abated, 
and of this mind were many others. But 
the Entry after the usual manner was 
an approbation thereof. 

Lastly. As to those Great Jealousies 
and Suspicions of Sinister Designs in 
the Governour as to our Troubles by 
the Indians, we have to say. That al¬ 
though divers things too uncertain, if 
not untrue have been too easily reported 
and spread concerning him, a practice 
which some of us have formerly with 


no little prejudice to ourselves discoun¬ 
tenanced and borne Testimony against; 
yet there have not wanted some other 
particulars that might give too great a 
ground for the same. The principal of 
them (as far as we have any knowledge 
of things of that kind,) are these. 

The Govemours Seizing and Taking 
away the Goods of Monsieur St Castine 
of Penopscot, the Summer before the 
War broke forth, which thing hath been 
esteemed not a little to have stirred up 
and furthered the succeeding Troubles. 
The Govemours not hastening his Re¬ 
turn to Boston when these Troubles 
were actually begtm, but lengthening 
out his Tarrience in places so remote 
till the Hostility of the Indians, and the 
great Mischiefs thereof were too far ad¬ 
vanced, That during his absence he was 
not pleased sufficiently to impower and 
instruct any to act things necessary for 
the safety of the out Plantations and the 
Prosecution and Suppr^ion of the 
Enemy, tho' he had speedy and true Ac¬ 
counts from time to time sent him of all 
that happened. That all that was done 
to this purpose in a case of such necessity, 
either by the lieutenant Governour, or 
by the Justices of the Peace, and Mili¬ 
tary Officers in many places, by securing 
and disaiming of Neighbouring Indi¬ 
ans, setting up Warding and Watching, 
Garrisoning several houses for the se¬ 
curity of the Inhabitants, especially the 
Women and Children, in case of sudden 
Inroads and surprizings that might be, 
sending some relief of men to some 
places that were most in danger, and 
also what was done by those Members 
of the Council that were at Boston, in 
conjunction with the Commander in 
chief left in the Fort there, who raised 
and sent some Forces to Casco-Bay, 
where greatest harms were done. We say, 
that all that was thus done, was so ex- 
treamly disapproved of by the Gover¬ 
nour upon his Return back from Albany 
and New-York, and an unaccountable 
displeasure manifested against all per¬ 
sons that had so acted, and that he was 
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ready to call them to an account as high 
Oflendcrs for the same, and refused a 
long time, tho' much solicited, to give 
any Order concerning the Souldiers -sent 
to Casco, either for the continuance of 
them there, where diey were very neces¬ 
sary# or for their dimission home. Unto 
all whicli may be added the Governours 
sending Messengers both John Smith 
the Quaker from Albany, and soon after 
Major Macgregory to Key heck upon such 
Errands and Business as were not com¬ 
municated and laid open to the Council. 
And further, his Release and setting at 
liberty sundry Indians that tvere in hold, 
some of them known Enemies to 
the English, and particularly objected 
against by several of the Council, and 
that without any exchange of our Eng¬ 
lish Captives then in the Enemies hands. 

These are the chief Matters which 
upon this occasion (without any undue 
Prejudice against any man, or design to 
justifie the defects of ourselves in the 
performance of our own shares of duty. 


but in answer to the desire signified to 
us as above) we have to set forth, pro¬ 
fessing truly that by such a state of 
things as we had the experience and 
feeling of. The Places that we held were 
rendred exceeding uneasie to us, and 
that out of a sincere respect to the Pros¬ 
perity of these Their Majesties Planta¬ 
tions, we could not but be very desirous 
that through the Favour of God and 
our Superiors, all due Redress might 
in a good happy season be obtained; 
and the way of Governing English Sub¬ 
jects in Their Majesties Dominions 
without an Assembly of the Peoples 
Representatives banished out of a World 
for ever. 

Boston in New-England, 

Jan, ay. 1690. 

WILLIAM STOUGHTON, 
THOMAS HINCKLEY, 
WAIT WINTHROP, 
BARTHOL. GEDNEY, 
SAMUEL SHRIMFTON. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE PATTERN OF REBELLION 


»T^HURSDAY morning, April i8, 1689. about eight o’clock, the sun 
-I well up, rebellion broke out in the narrow streets of Boston. By sun¬ 
down that day the Governor, most of the high government officials, and 
tilie fort in Boston were in insurgent hands. The next day the ^ 
points of resistance—a man-of-war in the harbor and the fort 

on Casde Island— were taken by the rebellious colonists. 

All winter of 1688-89 New England had been in a turmoil about the 
nnmored invasion of England by William of Orange. Up and down the 
.Atlantic coast men waited anxiously for news of the outcome. But news, 
especially rehable news, was slow in coming. Boston could always count 
on being at least six weeks behind in news, more often three or four 
months. So it was that rumors flourished and tension mounted Mos^ 
of the population of Massachusetts was already convinced that Andros 
government was an illegal tyranny. The excitement among many el^ 
ments of colonial society rose to a pitch of hysteria while ffie peopl 
'waited to hear the outcome of the fighting in England. By md large the 
leadership of Boston was quiet and self-disciplined. But all claves were 
afraid that Andros and his adherents would side with James II m any 
fight and might even turn the colony over to French Canada. 

Andros had under his command two companies of redc(»ts. He 
could count on the frigate Rose under the command of the irascible 
Captain John George. Andros could also count on the acwe support of 
a handful of officeholders like Randolph who had come from ^gland 
and a smaller handful of colonists who had from the start alhed them- 

selves with him. , j 

During the early winter months of 1689 Indians, spurred on by ^ 
French to the north of them, began to attack outlying settlements m 
Maine. Andros sent most of his British regulars to man the frontier forts, 
and soon went himself at the head of a large force of Massachusetts farm- 


37 



38 


THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 


ers who had been drafted into service. The reactions of the discontented 
colonists to Andros’ Indian policy were illogical, but none the less im- 
I>ortant. Andros was fiercely criticized for taking an army of settlers 
out on a bitter winter campaign. Although his military measures were 
eminently successful, he treated friendly Indians gently. Everywhere in 
the English colonies frontiersmen were likely to think that a good In¬ 
dian was a dead Indian; they were indiscriminately brutal to all and 
often killed real or potential allies. Hence, even though Andros’ actions 
against the enemy were effective, he was reviled for protecting loyal 
Indians and suspected of plotting to turn the colony over to the French. 
^ATien he forbade Boston merchants to sell arms and ammunition to 
Indians, he won the merchants’ enmity as well. 

All these aspects of the Indian troubles contributed much to the 
crisis in March and early April. The threat on the frontier, the ab¬ 
sence of regular troops from Boston, Andros’ leniency toward friendly 
Indians, drafting Massachusetts boys into a winter campaign, the gen¬ 
eral atmosphere of armed men and fighting all increased immeasurably 
the readiness of many to seize arms themselves. 

That a crisis was near at hand was apparent to all. The surviving 
x-ecord is very scanty about the immediate preparation for revolt. Samuel 
IVTather, writing years later, said that the Puritan leaders—political, 
church, and merchant leaders—^were frightened that some sort of riot¬ 
ing would break out. They themselves were decided on a policy of pa¬ 
tience. But if the mob should get out of hand, they would try to step in, 
seize control, and justify the riots on behalf of William and Parliament 
(No. 10). 

We know even less of the thoughts of the Governor and his aides. 

' I“Jhere were several small mutinies on Captain George’s frigate Rose. At 

sttd of March Andros smelled trouble and, leaving his troops on the 
IVIaine frontier, hurried back to Boston. At the water’s edge below the 
Cort was a small battery pointing out over the harbor. And riding out 
there was His Majesty’s frigate. Rose. 

Apparently a carpenter from the frigate, one Robert Small, a long¬ 
time troublemaker, put the spark of rebellion to the anxious town. 
Thursday morning a gang of armed men led by Small seized Captain 
G-eorge in Boston’s North End. Within a few minutes the quiet business 
oC the rural port town was shattered by armed mobs gathering in the 
streets. A dozen of Andros’ officials were seized. Drums beat out the 
militia, which seems to have formed up in companies at the Town 
IHCouse in the center of Boston, although the militia seems not to have 
t»een a part of the insurrection at first. A mob of several thousand sur- 
ro-unded Fort Hill and forced the pickets back into the fort itself (No 
X x). 
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At this point, about noon, the leadership of Puritan Boston gathered 
as they had agreed in the Toivn House. They met upstairs in the Coun¬ 
cil Room, and it was there that they announced to the crowd a “Dec¬ 
laration” justifying the revolt as an act of loyalty to William and the 
overthrow of an illegal and unjust government. They would await in¬ 
structions from England, 

The Declaration is a strange, florid, self-righteous document (No. 
12), It justifies the rebellion in very general terms. Many of its argu¬ 
ments are demonstrably inaccurate from what we know of the history 
of Auidros’ administration. It seems certain that on April 18 Boston did 
not know definitely that William had been successful and was already 
installed on the throne of England. Otherwise the Declaration 'would 
have been specific on that point. 

In the afternoon of the 18th the resistance of Andros, who had taken 
refuge in the fort, began to wear away. He was hopelessly outnumbered 
by the armed mob outside and must have known much 1^ of what was 
going on than the men in the Town House. In some way which is not 
at all clear, because the best accounts differ, Andros went down to the 
Town House peacefully, but was arrested as soon as he got there. The 
dozen or so soldiers left in the fort were persuaded to surrender. All 
their leaders were captured. The next day the frigate and thjHEort on 
Castle Island were similarly persuad«i to surrender, and by nightfall 
of the 19th the insurrection was complete (No. 13).‘Boston lay once 
more in the hands of its Puritans, who shortly after drafted an account 
giving their views of the revolt (No. 14). 


Insurrection Accomplished 

10. Samuel Mather’s Account of the Preliminary to Revolt, April i68g 


It was in the Month of April [16S9] 
when we had News by the Edges con¬ 
cerning a Descent made upon England 
by the Prince of Orange for the R«cue 
o£ the Nation from Slavery and Popery; 
Then a Strange Disposition entred in 
the Body of our People to assert our 
Liberties z^aimt the Axbetrary Rulers 
that were fleecing them. But it was 
much feared by the more sensible 
Gentlemen at Boston^ that an unruly 
Company of Soldiers who had newly 


ed., Andms Trwris-, III, i45| 

deserted the Service in which they had 
bin employed for the Eastern War, by 
the gathering of their Friends to them to 
protect them from the Governor, who, 
they tho*t intended nothing but Ruine 
to them; would make a great Stir and 
produce a Moody Revolution, 

And therefore the principal Gentle¬ 
men in Boston met with Mr. Mather 
to consult what was best to be done; and 
they all agreed, if pc^ible, that they 
would extinguish afl Essays in our Peo- 
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pie to an Insurrection; but that if the 
Country People to the Northward by 
any violent Motions push'd on the Mat¬ 
ter so far as to mahe a Revolution un¬ 
avoidable, Then to prevent the Shed¬ 
ding of Blood by an ungovemed Multi¬ 
tude, some of the Gentlemen present 
would appear in the Head of what Ac¬ 
tion should be done; and a Declaration 
was prepared accordingly^ 

On April i8, the People were so driv¬ 
ing and furious, that unheaded they 

11- Samuel Prince’s Account, April 


Honored Sir, 

THE consideration of my sending you 
a blank, wherein only the declaration 
was enclosed, seems to d»erve a checJc, 
and constrains me to an apolt^, not 
having, at that time, so much as liberty 
granted me by the mmenger to write 
two or three lines, whereby you might 
have underetood the present state of 
tilings, which by this time you are douht- 
aa|uainted withal; hut, lest It should 
prove otherwise, I have now taken the 
pains to give a brief acxount. 

I knew not any thing of what was 
intended, till it was begun; yet being 
at the north end of the town, where I 
saw boys run along the street with dubs 
in their hands, encouraging one another 
to fight, I began to mistrust what was 
intended; and, hasting towards the town- 
dock, I soon saw men running for their 
aims: but, ere I got to the Red Lion, 
I was told that Captain George and the 
master of the frigate was seized, and 
secured in Mr. Colman's house at the 
North End; and, when I came to the 
town-dock, I understood that Boolifant 
and some others with him were laid 
hold of; and then immediately the 
drums began to beat, and the people 
hasting and running, some with and 
some for arms. Young Dudley and Colo- 


began to seize our public Oppressors, 
upon which the Gentlemen aforesaid 
found it necessary to appear, that by 
their Authority among the People the 
unhappy Tumults might be a little 
regulated. . . . Twas then Mr Mather 
appeared, [and] he set himself both pub- 
lickly and privately to hinder the Peo¬ 
ples proceeding any further than to re¬ 
serve the Criminals for the Justice of 
the English Parliament. 


22, 1689 

[Prince to Thomas Hinckley, Boston, Apr. 22, 
1689, Charles M. Andrews, ed., Narratives of the 
Insurrections (New York, 1915), 186-90] 

nel Lidgit with some diificulty attained 
to the ForL And, as I am informed, the 
poor boy cried very much; whom the 
Governor sent immediately on an er¬ 
rand, to request the four ministers, Mr. 
Joylife, and one or two more, to come 
to him at the Fort, pretending that by 
them he might still the people, not 
thinking it safe for him at that time to 
come to them; and they retinmed him 
the like answ^. Now, by this time, all 
the per^ns whom they concluded not 
to be for their side were seized and 
secured, except some few that had hid 
themselves; which afterwards were 
found, and dealt by as the rest. The 
Governor, with Palmer, Randolph, Lid¬ 
git, West, and one or two more, were 
in the ForL Ail the companies were 
soon rallied together at the Town 
House, where assembled Captain Win- 
troup, Shrimpton, Page, and many other 
substantial men, to consult of matters; 
in which time the old Governor came 
amoi^ them, at whose appearance there 
was a great shout by the soldiers. 

Soon after, the king's jack was set up 
at the Fort, and a pair of colors at Bea¬ 
con Hill: which gave notice to some 
thousands of soldiers on Charlestown 
side that the controversy was now to be 
ended; and multitudes would have been 
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there, but that there was no need. The 
frigate, upon the tidings of the news, 
put out all her flags and pennants, and 
opened all her ports, and with all speed 
made ready for fight, under the com¬ 
mand of the lieutenant—^swearing that 
he would die before she should be taken; 
although the captain sent to him, that if 
he shot one shoot, or did any hurt, they 
would kill him, whom they had already 
seized. But he, not regarding that, con¬ 
tinued under those resolutions all that 
day. Now, about four of clock in the 
afternoon, orders were given to go and 
demand the Fort; which hour the 
soldiers thought long for: and, had it 
not been just at that nick, the Governor 
and all the crew had made their escape 
on board the frigate—a barge being sent 
for them. But the soldiers, being so near, 
got the barge. The army divided, and 
part came up on the back side of the 
Fort, and part went underneath the 
hill to the lower battery, or sconce, 
where the red-coats were; who, im¬ 
mediately upon their approach, retired 
up the Fort to their master, who re¬ 
buked .them for not fioring at our soldiers, 
and, as I am informed, beat some of 
them. One of them, being a Dutchman, 
said to him, “What the Devil should I 
fight against a tousand men?“ and so 
ran into the house. 

When the soldiers came to the battery, 
or sconce, they presently turned the 
great guns about, and mounted them 
against the Fort, which did much daunt 
all those within; and were so void of 
fear, that I presume, had they within 
the Fort been resolute to have lost then- 
lives in fight, they might have killed 
an hundred of us at once—^being so 
thick together before the mouths of their 
cannons at the Fort, all loaden with 
small shot: but God prevented it. Then 
they demanded a surrender; which was 
denied them till Mr. W'est and another 
should first go to the Council, and, after 
their return, we should have an answer 
whether to fight or no. And accordingly 
they did: and, upon their return, they 


came forth, and went disarmed to the 
Town House; and from thence, some to 
the close jail, and he under a guard in 
Mr. Usher^s house. The next day, they 
sent the two colonels to demand of him 
a surrender of the Casde, which he re¬ 
solved not to give: but they told him, 
if he would not give it presently under 
hand and seal, that he must expect to 
be delivered up to the rage of the peo¬ 
ple, who doubtless would put him to 
death; so leaving him. But he sent and 
told them that he would, and did so; 
and so they went down, and it was sur¬ 
rendered to them with cursing. So they 
brought them away, and made Captain 
Fairwether commander in it. Now, by 
this time that the men came back from 
the Castle, all the guns, both in ships 
and batteries, were brought to bear 
against the frigate—^which were enough 
to have shattered her to pieces at once 
—^resolving to have her. But as it is in¬ 
cident to corrupt nature to lay the 
blame of our evil deeds anywhere rather 
than on oxnselves, so Captain George 
casts all the blame now upon that devil 
Randolph, for, had it not been for him, 
he had never troubled this good people. 
So, earnestly soliciting that he might 
not be constrained to surrender the ship 
—^for, by so doing, both himself and all 
his men should lose their wages, which 
otherwise would be recovered in Eng¬ 
land—giving leave to go on board, and 
strike the topmasts, dose up the ports, 
and bring the sails ashore; and so they 
did. The country people came armed 
into the town in the afternoon, in such 
rage and heat, that it made us all 
tremble to think what would follow: 
for nothing would pacify them but he 
must be bound in chains or cords, and 
put in a more secure place, and that 
they would see done ere they went 
away, or else they would tear down the 
house where he was to the ground. And 
so, to satisfy them, he was guarded by 
them to the Fort. And I fear whether or 
no the matter of setding things under a 
new Government may not prove far 
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more difficult tlian the getting from 
under the power of the former, except 
the Lord eminently appear in calming 
and quieting the disturbed spirits of peo¬ 
ple, whose duty certainly now is to 
condescend, comply, and every way study 
for peace. So prays the assured well- 
willer to New England's happiness, 

s. P. 

Counsellor Clark writ a very grateful 
letter to Mr. Builifant, intimating what 
a faithful friend he had been to said 


Builifant, and withal desiring said Bui¬ 
lifant, that if there should news come 
out of England of a change, which he 
hoped in God it never would (as to 
Government), that said Builifant would 
do him the favor as to send him word 
with expedition, that so he might make 
his escape, living so dangerously in the 
midst of his enemies, who were even 
ready to devour him; and the merchants 
have gotten this pamphlet, and resolve 
forthwith to print it.—Farewell I 


The Justification 

12. The Boston Declaration of Grievances, April i8, 1689 


I. We have seen more than a decad of 
Years rolled away since the English 
World had the Discovery of an horrid 
Popish Plot; wherein the bloody De- 
votoes of Rome had in their Design and 
Prospect no .less than the Extinction of 
the Prot^tant Religion: which mighty 
Work they called the utter subduing of 
a Pestilent Heresy; wherein (they said) 
there never were such Hopes of Success 
since the Death of Queen Mary, as now 
in our Days. And we were of all Men 
the most insensible, if we should ap¬ 
prehend a Couetrey so remarkable for 
the true Profession and pure Exercise 
of the Protestant Religion as New-Eng- 
land is, wholly unconcerned in the In¬ 
famous Plot. To crush and break a 
Country so entirely and signally made 
up of Reformed Churches, and at length 
to involve it in the miseries of an utter 
Extirpation, must needs carry even a 
Supererogation of Merit with it among 
such as were intoxicated with a Bigotry 
inspired into them by the great Scarlet 
Whore. 

II. To get us witliin the reach of the 
Desolation desired for us, it was no 
improper thing that we should first have 


[Andrews, ed.. Narratives of the Insurrections, 
175-82] 

our Charter vacated, and the Hedge 
which kept us from the wild Beasts of 
the Field, effectually broken down. The 
Accomplishment of this was hastned by 
the unwearied SoIIicitations and slan¬ 
derous Accusations of a Man, for his 
Malice and Falshood well known unto 
us all. Our Charter was with a most in¬ 
jurious Pretence (and scarce that) of 
Law, condemned before it was possible 
for us to appear at Westminster in the 
legal Defence of it; and without a fair 
leave to answer for our selves, concern¬ 
ing the Crimes falsly laid to our Charge, 
we were put under a President and 
Council, without any liberty for an As¬ 
sembly, which the other American Plan¬ 
tations have, by a Commission from his 
Majesty. 

III. The Commission was as Illegal for 
the Form of it, as the Way of obtaining 
it was Malicious and Unreasonable: yet 
we made no Resistance thereunto as we 
could easily have done; but chose to 
give all Mankind a Demonstration of 
our being a People sufficiently dutiful 
and loyal to our King: and this with 
yet more Satisfaction, because we took 
Pains to make our selves believe as much 



THE PATTERN OF REBELLION 


43 


as ever we could of the Whedle then 
offer'd unto us; That his Magesty's De¬ 
sire was no other than the happy En- 
crease and Advance of these Provinces 
by their more immediate Dependance 
on the Crown of England. And we were 
convinced of it by the Course im¬ 
mediately taken to damp and spoyl our 
Trade; whereof Decayes and Complaints 
presently filled all the Country; while in 
the mean time neither the Honour nor 
the Treasure of the King was at all 
admnced by this new Model of our Af¬ 
fairs, but a considerable Charge added 
unto the Crown. 

IV. In little more than half a Year we 
saw this Commission superseded by an¬ 
other yet more absolute and Arbitrary, 
with which Sir Edmond Andross arrived 
as our Govemour: who besides his 
Power, with the Advice and Consent of 
his Council, to make Laws and raise 
Taxes as he pleased, had also Authority 
by himself to Muster and Imploy all 
Pemons residing in the Territory as oc¬ 
casion shall serve; and to transfer such 
Forces to any English Plantation in 
America, as occasion shall require. And 
several Companies of Souldiers were 
now brought from Europe, to support 
what was to be imposed upon us, not 
without repeated Menaces that some 
hundreds more were intended for us. 

V. The Government was no sooner in 
these Hands, but Care was taken to 
load Preferments principally upon such 
Men as were Strangers to and Haters 
of the People: and every ones Observa¬ 
tion hath noted, what Qualifications 
recommended a Man to publick Offices 
and Employments, only here and there 
a good Man was used, where others 
could not easily be had; the Govemour 
himself, with Assertions now and then 
falling from him, made us jealous that 
it would be thought for his Majesties 
Interest, if this People were removed 
and another succeeded in \heir room: 
And his far-fetch'd Instruments that 
were growing rich among us, would 
gravely inform us, that it was not for 


his Majesties Interest that we should 
thrive. But of all our Oppressors we 
were chiefly squeez'd by a Crew of abject 
Persons fetched from New York, to be 
the Tools of the Adversary, standing at 
our right Hand; by these were extraor¬ 
dinary and intollerable Fees extorted 
from every one upon all Occasions, 
without any Rules but those of their 
own insatiable Avarice and Beggary; 
and even the probate of a Will must 
now cost as many Poimds perhaps as it 
did Shillings heretofore; nor could a 
small Volume contain the other Illegali¬ 
ties done by these Horse-leeches in the 
two or three Years that they have been 
sucking of us; and what Laws they made 
it was as impossible for us to know, as 
dangerous for us to break; but we shall 
leave the Men of Ipswich or Plimouth 
(among others) to tell the Story of the 
Kindness which has been shown them 
upon this Account. Doubtless a Land so 
ruled as once New-Eegland was, has 
not without many Fears and Sighs be¬ 
held the wicked walking on every Side, 
and the vilest Men exalted. 

VI. It was now plainly affirmed, both by 
some in open Council, and by the same 
in private Converse, that the People in 
New-England were all Slaves, and the 
only difference between them and Slaves 
is their not being bought and sold; and 
it was a Maxim delivered in open Court 
unto us by one of the Council, that we 
must not think the Priviledges of Eng¬ 
lish men would follow us to the End 
of the World: Accordingly we have been 
treated with multiplied Contradictions 
to Magna Charta, the Rights of which 
we laid claim unto. Persons who did 
but peaceably object against the raising 
of Taxes without an Assembly, have 
been for it fined, some twenty, some 
thirty, and others fifty Pounds. Packt 
and pickt Juries have been very com¬ 
mon things among us, when, under a 
pretended Form of Law, the Trouble 
of some honest and worthy Men has 
been aimed at: but when some of this 
Gang have been brought upon the Stage, 
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for the most detestable Enormities that 
ever the Sun beheld, all Men have with 
Admiration seen what Methods have 
been taken that they might not be 
treated according to their Crimes. With¬ 
out a Verdict, yea, without a Jury some¬ 
times have People been fined most un¬ 
righteously; and some not of the meanest 
Quality have been kept in long and 
close Imprisonment without any the 
least Information appearing against 
them, or an Habeas Corpus allowed unto 
them. In short, when our Oppressors 
have been a little out of Mony, 'twas 
but pretending some Offence to be en¬ 
quired into, and the most innocent of 
Men were continually put into no small 
Expence to answer the Demands of the 
Officers, who must have Mony of them, 
or a Prison for them, tho none could 
accuse them of any Misdemeanour. 

VIL To plunge the poor People every 
where into deeper Incapacities, there 
was one very comprehensive Abuse given 
to us; Multitudes of pious and sober 
Men through the Land scrupled the 
Mode of Swearing on the Book, desiring 
that they might Swear with an uplifted 
Hand, agreeable to the ancient Cus¬ 
tom of the Colony: and though we 
think we can prove that the Common 
Law amongst us (as well as in some 
other places under the English Crown) 
not only indulges, but even commands 
and enjoins the Rite of lifting the Hand 
in Swearing; yet they that had this 
Doubt, were still put by from serving 
upon any Juries; and many of them 
were most unaccountably Fined and 
Imprisoned. Thus one Grievance is a 
Trojan Horse, in the Belly of which it 
is not easy to recount how many insuf¬ 
ferable Vexations have been contained. 
VIII. Because these Things could not 
make us miserable fast enough, there 
was a notable Discovery made of we 
know not what fiaw in all our Titles to 
our Lands; and tho, besides our pur¬ 
chase of them from the Natives, and 
besides our actual peacable unques¬ 
tioned Possession of them for near 


threescore Years, and besides the Promise 
of K. Charles II, in his Proclamation 
sent over to us in the Year 1683, That 
no Man here shall receive any Prejudice 
in his Free-hold or Estate, We had the 
Grant of our Lands, under the Seal of 
the Council of Plimouth: which Grant 
was Renewed and Confirmed unto us by 
King Charles I. under the Great Seal of 
England; and the General Court which 
consisted of the Patentees and their As¬ 
sociates, had made particular Grants 
hereof to the several Towns (though 
*twas now deny'd by the Governour, 
that there was any such Thing as a 
Town) among us; to all which Grants 
the General Court annexed for the 
further securing of them, A General 
Act, published under the Seal of the 
Colony, in the Year 1684. Yet we were 
every day told. That no Man was owner 
of a Foot of Land in all the Colony. Ac¬ 
cordingly, Writs of Intrusion began 
every where to be served on People, that 
after all their Sweat and their Cost 
upon their formerly purchased Lands, 
thought thenoselves Freeholders of what 
they had. And the Governor caused the 
Lands pertaining to these and those 
particular Men, to be measured out for 
his Creatures to take possession of; and 
the Right Owners, for pulling up the 
Stakes, have passed through Molesta¬ 
tions enough to tire all the Patience in 
the World. They are more than a few, 
that were by Terrors driven to take 
Patents for their Lands at excessive rates, 
to save them from the next that might 
petition for them: and we fear that the 
forcing of the People at the Eastward 
hereunto, gave too much Rise to the 
late unhappy Invasion made by the In¬ 
dians on them. Blanck Patents were got 
ready for the rest of us, to be sold at a 
Price, that all the Mony and Moveables 
in the Territory could scarce have paid. 
And several Towns in the Country had 
their Commons begg'd by Persons (even 
by some of the Council themselves) who 
have been privately encouraged there¬ 
unto, by those that sought for Occasions 
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to impovcwsli <1 *i!rci«icly I cxlcclii 

Meeted out and .rroddcn down. 

IX, All the Council wc;re not ingaged 
in these ill Actions, I)ut Uiost: of (luan 
which were true i.ovvxn of their (lountry 
were seldom admitUid to, and seldoiner 
consulted at the Debates which produ(.<td 
these unrighteous lliings: CJare was 
taken to keep tluan iindcx Disadvan^* 
tages; and the Governor, with hv<j or six 
more, did what they would. We bore all 
these, and many more such Things, 
without making any attempt for any 
Relief; only Mr, Mather, purely of re¬ 
spect unto the Good of his Afflicted 
Country, undertook a Voyage into Eng¬ 
land; which when these Men suspected 
him to be preparing for, they used all 
manner of Graft and Rage, not only to 
interrupt his Voyage, hut to ruin his 
Person too. God having through many 
Difficulties given him to arrive at White¬ 
hall, the King, more than once or twi€<% 
promised him a ciTtain Magna Ghana 
for a speedy Redress of many "J'hings 
which we were groaning iindia*: am! in 
the mean time said, That our (iovernor 
should be written unto, to forh<;ar the 
Measures that he was upon. However, 
after this, we wijrij injured in those very 
Things which were c:omf)Iaimal of; and 
besides what Wrong hath be<ui domt in 
our Civil (Concerns, we suppose the 
Ministers and the Churches ewery wh<;r(j 
have seen our Sacnxl Concerns apace 
going after them: How they have betui 
Discountenanced, has had a room in the 
Reflection of every Man, that is not a 
Stranger in our Israel, 

X. And yet that our Calamity might not 
be terminated here, we are again Briar'd 
in the Perplexities of another Indian 
War; how, or why, is a mystery too deep 
for us to unfold. And tho' 'tis judged 
that our Indian Enemies are not above 
100 in Number, yet an Army of One 
thousand English hath been raised for 
the Conquering of them; which Army 
of our poor Friends and Brethren now 
under Popish Commanders (for in the 
Army as well as in the Council, Papists 
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arc in Commission) has been under 
such a Cioncluct, that not one Indian 
hath IxKUi kill'd, hut more English are 
sufiposed to have died through sickness 
and hardship, than we have Adversaries 
there alive; and the whole War hath 
Ixxui so managed, that we cannot hut 
susjxtct in it a Branch, of the Plot to 
bring us low; wliidi. we leave to be 
furtlH^r <!iiq Hir'd into in due time. 

XL We did nothing against these Pro¬ 
ceedings, but only cry to our God; they 
have caused the cry of the Poor to come 
unto him, and he hears the cry of the 
Afflicted. We have been quiet hitherto, 
and so still we should have been, had 
not the Great God at this time laid us 
under a double engagement to do some¬ 
thing for our Security: besides what we 
have in the strangi.Iy unanimous Inclina¬ 
tion which our Countrymen by ex- 
tr(!amest maxtssities are driven unto. For 
first:, we arc informed that the rest of 
the English Atmxica is alarmed with just 
ami great F<‘ars, that they may be at- 
tacpi'd by the f rench, who have lately 
('tis said) already treated many of the 
ihiglish with worse then ’'Furkish Cruel¬ 
ties; ami while we are in e(|ual Danger 
of being surprised by them, it is high 
tinu; we should he better guarded, than 
we an? like to he while the Government 
remains in tlu^ hands by which it hath 
be<?n held of late. Moreover, we have un¬ 
derstood, (though the Governour has 
taken all imaginable care to keep us all 
ignorant thereof) that the Almighty God 
hath been pleased to prosper the noble 
Undertaking of the Prince of Orange, 
to preserve the three Kingdoms from 
the homble brinks of Popery and 
Slavery, and to bring to a condign 
Punishment those worst of Men, by 
whom English Liberties have been de¬ 
stroy'd; in compliance with which 
glorious Action we ought surely to fol¬ 
low the Patterns which the Nobility, 
Gentry and Commonalty in several parts 
of those Kingdoms have set before us, 
though they therein chiefly proposed to 
prevent what we already endure. 
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XII. We do therefore seize upon the 
Persons of those few ill Men which have 
been (next to our Sins) the grand. Au¬ 
thors of our Miseries; resolving to secure 
thcHL for what Justice, Orders from his 
Highness witli the English Parliament 
shall direct, lest, ere we are aware, we 
find (what we may fear, being on all 
sides in Danger) our selves to be by them 
given away to a Forreign Power, before 
such Orders can reach unto us; for which 
Orders we now humbly wait In the 
mean time firmly believeing, that we 
have endeavoured nothing but what 
meer Duty to God and. our Country 
calls for at our Hands: We commit our 
Enterprise unto the Blessing of Him, 
who hears the cry of the Oppressed, and 
advise all our Neighbours, for whom we 
have thus ventured our selves, to joyn 
with us in Prayers and all just Actions, 
for the Defence of the Land. 

At the Town-House in Boston, 
April 18, 1689. 


this Country from the imminent Dan« 
gers they many ways lie open and ex¬ 
posed to, and tendring your own Safety, 
We judge it necessary you forthwiti 
surrender and deliver up the Govern¬ 
ment and Fortification, to be preserved 
and disposed according to Order and 
Direction from the Grown of England, 
which suddenly is expected may arrive; 
promising all security from violence to 
your Self or any of your Gentlemen or 
Souldiers in Person and Estate: Other¬ 
wise we are assured they will endeavour 
the taking of the Fortification by Storm, 
if any Opposition be made. 

To Sir Edmond Andross Knight 

WAITE WINTHROP. 

SIMON BRADSTREET. 

WILLIAM STOUGHTON. 

SAMUEL SHRIMPTON. 

BARTHOLOMEW GIDNEY. 

WILLIAM BROWN. 


Sir, 

Our Selves and many others the In¬ 
habitants of this Town, and the Places 
adjacent, being surprized with the Peo¬ 
ples sudden taking of Arms; in the first 
motion whereof we were wholly igno¬ 
rant, being driven by the present Ac¬ 
cident, are necessitated to acquaint your 
Excellency, that for the quieting and 
securing of the People inhabiting in 


THOMAS DANFORTH. 
JOHN RICHARD. 
ELISHA COOK. 

ISAAC ADDINGTON. 
JOHN NELSON. 

ADAM WINTHROP. 
PETER SERGEANT. 
JOHN FOSTER. 

DAVID WATERHOUSE. 


13. Nathanael Byfield's Account of the Insurrection, April 29, 1689 


Gentlemen, 

HERE being an opportunity of send¬ 
ing for London, by a Vessel that loaded 
at Long-Island, and for want of a Wind 
put in here; and not knowing that there 
will be the like from this Country sud¬ 
denly, I am willing to give you some 
brief Account of the most remarkable 
Things that have hapned here within 


[Nathanael Byfield, An Account of the Late 
Revolution in New England . .. (London, 1689), 
Andrews, ed.. Narratives of the Insurrections, 
170-75] 

this Fortnight last past; concluding that 
till about that time, you will have re¬ 
ceived per Carter, a full Account of the 
management of Affairs Here. Upon the 
Eighteenth Instant, about Eight of the 
Clock in the Morning, in Boston, it was 
reported at the South end of the Town, 
That at the North end they were all in 
Arms; and the like Report was at the 
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Nortii end respecting tlie Soutli end: 
Whereupon Captain John George was 
immediately seized, and aboui; Nine of 
the Clock the Drums beat thorough the 
Xown; and an Ensign was set up upon 
the Beacon. Then Mr. Bradstreet, Mr. 
Dantforth, Major Richards, Dr. Cooke, 
and Mr. Addington, etc. were brought 
to the Council-house by a Company of 
Soldiers under the Command of Captain 
Hill. The mean while the People in 
Arms did take up and put into Goal 
Justice Bullivant, Justice Foxcroft, Mr. 
Randolf, Sheriff Sherlock, Captain Rav- 
enscroft. Captain White, Farewel, Broad- 
bent, Crafford, Larkin, Smith, and many 
more, as also Mercey the then Goal¬ 
keeper, and put Scates the Bricklayer 
in his place. About Noon, in the Gal¬ 
lery at the Council-house, was read the 
Declaration here inclosed. Then a Mes¬ 
sage was sent to the Fort to Sir Edmund 
Andross, by Mr. Oliver and Mr. Eyres, 
signed by the Gentlemen then in the 
Council-Chamber, (which is here also 
inclosed); to inform Mm how unsafe he 
was like to be if he did not deliver up 
himself, and Fort and Government 
forthwith, which he was loath to do. By 
tMs time, being about two of the Clock 
(the Lecture being put by) the Town 
was generally in Arms, and so many of 
the Countrey came in, that there was 
twenty Companies in Boston, besides a 
great many that appeared at Charles 
Town that could not get over (some say 
fifteen hundred). There then came In¬ 
formation to the Soldiers, That a Boat 
was come from the Frigat that made to¬ 
wards the Fort, wMch made them haste 
thitha:, and come to the Sconce soon 
after the Boat got thither; and ’tis said 
that Governor Andross, and about half 
a score Gentlemen, were coming down 
out of the Fort; but the Boat being 
seized, wherein were small Arms, Hand- 
Granadoes, and a quantity of Match, the 
Governour and the rest went in again; 
whereupon Mr. John Nelson, who was 
at the head of the Soldiers, did demand 
the Fort and the Governor, who was 
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loath to submit to them; but at length 
did come down, and was, with the Gen¬ 
tlemen that were with him, conveyed 
to the Council-house, where Mr. Brad- 
street and the rest of the Gentlemen 
waited to receive him; to whom Mr, 
Stoughton first spake, telling him. He 
might thank himself for the present Dis¬ 
aster that had befallen him, etc. He was 
then confined for that Night to Mr. 
John Usher’s House under strong 
Guards, and the next Day conveyed to 
the Fort, (where he yet remains, and 
with Mm Lieutenant Collonel Ledget) 
wMch is under the command of Mr. 
John Nelson; and at the Castle, wMch 
is under the Command of Mr. John 
Fairweather, is Mr, West, Mr. Graham, 
Mr. Palmer, and Captain Tryfroye. At 
that time Mr. Dudley was out upon the 
Circuit, and was holding a Court at 
Southold on Long-Island. And on the 
21 St Instant he arrived at Newport, 
where he heard the News. The next 
Day Letters came to Mm, advising Mm 
not to come home; he thereupon went 
over privately to Major Smith’s at Nara- 
ganzett, and Advice is this Day come 
Mther, that yesterday about a dozen 
young Men, most of their own Heads, 
went tMther to demand Mm; and are 
gone with Mm down to Boston. We have 
also Advice, that on Fryday last towards 
Evening, Sir Edmond Andross did at¬ 
tempt to make an Escape in "Woman’s 
Apparel, and pass’d two Guards, and 
was stopped at the third, being discov¬ 
ered by his Shoes, not having changed 
them. We are here ready to blame you 
sometime, that we have not to tMs Day 
received advice concerning the great 
Changes in England, and in particular 
how it is like to fair with us here; who 
do hope and believe that all these 
Things will work for our Gcx>d; and 
that you will not be wanting to promote 
the Good of a Country that stands in 
such need as New England does at tMs 
Day. The first Day of May, according to 
former Usage, is the Election Day at 
Road Island; and many do say they in- 
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tend their Choice there then. I have not 
farther to trouble you with at present, 
but recommending you, and all our 
Affairs with you, to the Direction and 
Blessing of our most Gracious God, I 
remain 

Gentlemen, 

Your Most Humble 
Servant at Command, 

NATHANAEL BYFEELD 


Bristol, April 29, 1689. 

Through the Goodness of God, there 
hath been no Blood shed. Nath. Clark 
is in Plymouth Gaol, and John Smith 
in Gaol here, all waiting for News 
from England, 


14, The Puritan Leaders Justify Their Actions, June 6, 1689 


Sir, 

Among the many matters of Discourse 
and Wonder at this day abroad in the 
World, the state of New-England cannot 
but be One; and of that, if I would not 
forfeit the Character which you allow 
me of your Friend, I must now give you 
some account. Since the Illegal Subver¬ 
sion of our Ancient Government, this 
Great, but poor people have been in the 
Hands of men skilful to destroy, and all 
our Concerns both Civil and Sacred, 
have suffered by the Arbitrary Oppres¬ 
sions of Unreasonable Men. I believe, 
no part of the English America, so pow¬ 
erful and united as New-England was, 
could have endured half so many Abuses 
as we have bin harrassed withal, with 
a tenth part of our Patience; but our 
Conscience was that which gave metal 
to our Patience, and kept us Quiet; for 
though our foul-mouth'd Enemies have 
treated us a Rebellious, because we are 
a Religious people, they may be pleased 
now to understand, That if we had not 
been Religious, we had long since been 
what they would, if they durst, have 
called Rebellious. The very Form of 
Government imposed upon us, was 
among the worst of Treasons, even a 
Treasonable Invasion of the Rights 
which the whole English Nation lays 
claim unto; every true English-man 
must justifie our Dissatisfaction at it. 


[‘‘An Account of the Late Revolutions in New 
England by A.B./* In Whitmore, ed., Andros 
Tracts, 11 , 191-202] 

and believe that we have not so much 
Resisted the Ordinance of God, as we 
have Resisted an intollerable Violation 
of His Ordinance. 

But Sir, be pleased now to reflect 
upon our Declaration, and consider 
whether the Administration of this Gov¬ 
ernment was not as Vexatious, as the 
Constitution of it was IllegaL Consider 
whether the whole Government was not 
become a meer Engine, a sort of Machin 
contriv’d only to enrich a crew of Abject 
Strangers, upon the Ruines of a misera¬ 
ble people. And yet, I am to tell you. 
That scarce one half is told you. The 
Declaration was composed so much in 
the Hurry of Action that it compre¬ 
hends not all our Grievances; However, 
you may guess from the Clawes there 
pourtray’d, what sort of Creatures were 
devouring of us. 

Sir, I own, that we Argue simply 
about the Affairs of Government; but we 
Feel True. I have sometime challenged 
any man to mention so much as One 
Thing done by our Late Superiors for 
the welfare of the Country; a thousand 
things we all Felt every day doing for 
the Ruine of it; and as *tis said, once 
when they had Divine Service among 
them, he that read it, being to read that 
Epistle, where, according to their Trans¬ 
lation 'tis said. Be Harbarous one to 
another: By an unhappy mistake read it 
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Be Barbarous one to another: So we 
tiiOBght we Felt their contimial Actings 
upon that mistaken Rule. However I 
coiif«s (and I know not whether yon 
will count it our Honour or onr Blem¬ 
ish) we should have born the Grievances 
without any Attempt for our own Re¬ 
lief, but our own Supplications to the 
Great God; for our Applications to the 
Late King, our only remaining Remedy 
on earth, we had found ineffectual. But 
there happened one Provocation to our 
people more, which had more than an 
hundred in it, and such was their In¬ 
firmity, if you will call it so, that this 
they could not bear. A small Body of 
our Eastern Indians had begun a War 
upon us: the Occasion of which was as 
doubtful to us all at first, as the whole 
Management of it was afterwards mys¬ 
terious. A Party of Indians which were 
affirm’d to belong unto that crew of 
Murderers were seiz’d by the Englisk; 
but Govemour Andros with many fa¬ 
vours to them, ordered them to be set 
at Lili^rty again: and it’s affirmed Those 
very men have done great part of the 
mischief sustained by us. An Army of 
n^r a Thousand English (and the flower 
of our Youth) was raised for the sub¬ 
duing of our Enemies, which I believe 
were much fewer than an Hundred In¬ 
dians, This Army goes through the te¬ 
dious Fatigues of a long and cold Win¬ 
ter, many scores of miles to the North¬ 
ward; and underwent such Hardshif^ 
that very many of our poor Souldiers 
perished on the Spot; and it is justly 
fear’d. That not a few more of them 
have got their bane, that they will never 
be strong men again: but not one In¬ 
dian killed all the while: only Garri¬ 
sons were here and there planted in the 
wild woods on a pretence. To keep the 
Indians from Fishing; which project of 
Hedging in the Cuckonfs, our dull Nem- 
Engianders could not understand. It 
was further admirable to us, that though 
the ^Govemour had been importun’d to 
take a much more expedient, and far 
less Expensive way of subduii^ our In¬ 


dian Enemies, he was thereto wholly 
unperswadeable. In the mean time the 
Country was wonderfully surprised, with 
Evidences coming in, from Indians and 
others, in several parts, which very 
Strangely concurred in their Testi¬ 
monies, That there was a Plot to bring 
in the Indians upon us; and it was easy 
unto us to conceive. How serviceable 
another Indian War might have been 
to the Designs which we saw working for 
us. These Evidences were so far from 
being duly enquired into, that the Eng- 
lish-men, —^who had been inquisitive 
after them, were put unto all manner of 
trouble, and must have been destroyed 
if a Turn had not happend,—thought 
nothing in the World was more natural 
than the Agreement between such a Plot 
and the whole conduct of our Eastern 
Affairs; nor is there any contradiction 
in it in one of Randolph's Letters to 
Blaithmait which says Nothing has been 
wanting in his Excellency to bring all 
things to a good posture; but this peo¬ 
ple are Rivetted in their Way, and I 
fear nothing but Necessity or Force will 
otherwise dispose them. While these 
things were going on, by way of the 
West-Indies there arrived unto us a few 
small Intimations, That the Prince of 
Orange had prospered in his Noble Un¬ 
dertaking to rescue the Englisk Nation 
from imminent POPERY and SLAV¬ 
ERY. But Sir Edmond A dross took aH 
imaginable care to keep us ignorant of 
the News, which yet he himself cO'Uld 
not be unacquainted with; and one that 
brought the Princes Declaratioii with 
him, was imprisoned for bringing Sedi¬ 
tious and Treasonable Papers into the 
Country with him; and our Oppre^ors 
went on without Fear or IFif, in all 
the methods that could inflame the 
people to the highest exasperation. The 
Reports continually coming In from our 
Eastern Army now caused the Relations 
of those that were there perishing, here 
a little to bestir themselves; and they 
could not forbear forming themselves 
here and there in the Country unto some 
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Body, that they might consider what 
should be done for their poor Children, 
whom they thought bound for a bloody 
Sacrifice. While this was doing, the peo¬ 
ple of Boston were Alarmed with Sus¬ 
picions buzz’d about the Town^ by 
some belonging to the Ship, That the 
Rose Frigat now in our Harbour was 
intended to carry off our Late Cover- 
nour for France, and to take any of our 
English Vessels that might be coming 
in unto us; and we apprehended our 
selves in the mean time very ill pro¬ 
vided, if an Attacque from any of the 
French Fleet in the West Indies were 
perfidiously made upon us. ’T is im¬ 
possible to express the Agonies which 
filled the minds of both Town and 
Country; but the consideration of the 
extream Ferment which we wer^ boiling 
in, caused several very deserving Gentle¬ 
men in Boston, about the middle of 
April, to enter into a Consultation, how 
they might best serve the Distressed Land 
In its present Discomposures, They con¬ 
sidered the Directions given in the Prin¬ 
ces Declarations (of which at last we had 
stolen a sight) and the Examples which 
the whole Kingdom of England (as far 
we could learn) had set before us. They 
also considered, that the Governour be¬ 
ing mov’d to call a General Council in 
this extraordinary juncture, instead of 
this, he never so much as called his 
Council here at hand to communicate 
unto them any part of the Intelligence 
relating to the Late Affairs in England. 
They likewise considered. That though 
they were above all things inclinable to 
stay a little, hoping that every day might 
bring some Orders from England for omr 
safety, yet they could not undertake for 
such a Temper in all their provoked 
Neighbours. Wherefore they Resolved, 
That if either the outragious madness 
of our Foes, or the impatient motion of 
our Friends, did necessitate any Action, 
they would put themselves in the Head 
of it, and endeavour to prevent what ill 
effects an Unformed Tumult might pro¬ 
duce. 


By that time the Eighteenth of April 
had given a few Hours of Light unto 
us, things were push’d on to such ex¬ 
tremities that Bostons part in Action 
seem’d loudly enough and hastily called 
for. Accordingly, the Captain of the 
Frigat being then on Shoar, it was de¬ 
termined that he must be made incapa¬ 
ble either to Obstruct, or to Revenge 
the Action, by Firing on, or Sailing from 
the Town; him therefore, they immedi¬ 
ately seized. There were not very many 
acquainted with the measures that were 
to be taken; but the Action was now be¬ 
gun, and the Rumour of it running like 
Lightning through the Town, all sorts 
of people were presently inspired with 
the most unanimous Resolution, I be¬ 
lieve, that was ever seen. Drums were 
beaten, and the whole Xown was im¬ 
mediately up in Arms. 

The first work done, was by small 
parties here and there about the Town 
to seize upon these unworthy Men who 
by repeated Extortions and Abuses had 
made themselves the objects of Univer¬ 
sal Hatred and Indignation. These were 
many of them seemed and confined; but 
the principal of them, at the First No¬ 
ise of the Acdon, fled into the Garrison 
on Fort-Hill, where the Governours 
Lodgings were; a place very Commod- 
iously Scituated to Command the whole 
Town, but not sufficiently Fortify^d. 

The Army had no sooner got well to¬ 
gether, but a Declaration was Read unto 
them, unto which they gave an Assent 
by a very considerable Shout. And upon 
this, the Gentlemen with such as had 
come in to their Assistance in the Town- 
house, apprehending the Resolutions of 
the people, drew up a short Letter to 
Sir Edmond Andross, and dispatched 
away a couple of their Number with 
it; the whole armed Body attend them 
unto the Fortification, whither they 
Marched with all the Alacrity in the 
world, and yet with so composed a So¬ 
briety, that I question whether America 
has ever seen what might equal it. It 
was expected. That the Garrison might 
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make some Resistance: but they in¬ 
tended to be Owners of it within one- 
half hour, or perish in the Attempt. 
When they were just come to beset the 
Fort, they met the Govemour and his 
Creatures, going down the Hill to the 
Man-of-Wars Finace, which was come 
to fetch them off; had they not come 
thither Just at that Neck of time, our 
Adversaries would have got down to the 
Castle, which is a League below the 
Town; and in spite of us all, the Frigat 
would have gone unto them: but our 
Houses on shore and our Vessels at Sea, 
must have paid all the satisfaction they 
could have demanded of us. However, 
now at the sight of our Forces, the Gen- 
demen ran back into their Hold; 
whither the two Gendemen our Mes¬ 
senger, now advancing, were presented 
at by the Red-coat Centinels; our Soul- 
diers warned them on pain of Death, to 
forbear firing; upon which they fled 
into the Fort, and (as *tis affirmed) had 
very terrible Reprimands, for not firing 
on them. The Gendemen being admit¬ 
ted, Sir Edmond Andross read what was 
written to him, and now better under¬ 
standing his own circumstances, there 
was a safe conduct given to him, and he 
with his Associates were brought into 
the Chamber where he had formerly 
himself been hatching the Things that 
now procur’d his more humble Appear¬ 
ance there. He was treated with all the 
Respect that could be due unto his 
Character; but he was confined for that 
Night unto the House of the Late 
Treasurer, with Guards upon him; and 
the Rest had their several confinements 
alotted unto them in such places as were 
most agreeable to their Quality. With 
much ado, the Governour gave Order 
for the surrender of the Fort; and the 
ceremonies of the surrender were per¬ 
formed by Secretary Randolph, the very 
man whose lyes and clamours and ma¬ 
licious unwearied Applications had the 
greatest influence in the overthrow of 
our former Government. 

All the Country round about now be- 
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gan to flock in, and by the next day 
some Thousands of Horse and Foot 
were come in from the Towns Adjacent, 
to express the unanimous content they 
took in the Action, and offer their utmost 
Assistance in what yet remained for the 
compleating of it. The obtaining of the 
Castle was the main thing that yet 
called for our cares; but after some 
stomachful Reluctances the Late Gov¬ 
ernour gave Order also for the sur¬ 
render of That, and himself was by the 
people removed unto the Fort to be 
kept as a Prisoner there. Thus was the 
Action managed; and through the singu¬ 
lar Providence of God, not one mans 
Life was lost in the whole Undertak¬ 
ing: There was no Bloodshed, nor so 
much as any Plunder committed in all 
the Action; and setting aside the intem¬ 
perate Speeches of some inconsiderable 
men (if there were any such) the people 
generally gave a Demonstration, That 
they designed nothing but the securing of 
some great Malefactors, for the Justice 
which a course of Law would expose 
them to, and they wefe loath to treate 
them with any incivility beyond the 
bare keeping of them in sufficient cus¬ 
tody. No man underwent any Confine¬ 
ment, but such as the people counted 
the Enemies of the Prince of Orange, 
and of our English Liberties; it was not 
any passion for the Service of the Church 
of England, that exposed any man to 
hardship; no, even some of that Com¬ 
munion did appear in their Arms to 
assist the enterprize; tho’ the Worship 
of the Church of England had the dis¬ 
advantage with us, that most of our 
Late Oppressors were the great and 
sole Pillars of it there. The principal 
Delinquents being now in durance, and 
the Frigat secured for the Crown of 
England, our main difficulty was yet 
behind: Namely what Form we should 
put our selves into, that the Peace might 
be kept among us. 

A great part of the Country was for 
an immedate Reassumption of our old 
Government, conceiving that the va- 
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cadng of our Charter was a most illegal 
and injiirioiis thing, and that tho' a 
Fmm of Lam had cast m out of it, yet 
we mi^t now return to it at least as a 
Bomidlium. Othm were of the 
Opimon, That since Jiic%meiit was en- 
tied against onr Charter^ and we did not 
know what Coiis«|ueiice a wrong step 
at this time might ha¥e, therefore *twas 
h&t for the Afejjcs of the Country to 
continue in the Hands of a Committee 
for the Comemaiion of the Peace, till 
the dally expected Birections from Eng¬ 
land Aoiild arrive unto us. The latter 
Expedient was mndecended unto, but 
the Sword yet continued in every man’s 
hands, and for divm weeks the Colony 
mndnaed without any pretence to Civil 
Govemmmt; yet tbitf the mercy of God, 
all things were under such good Incli- 


thus disposed, some were for an Election 
on the proper Bay; others judged that 
could not be so honestly attended, be¬ 
cause a whole County in the Colony 
was too far to have a Vote in it, and 
they therefore were for a Re-assumption 
the Day following. These Two Opinions, 
with, a Third which was for the con¬ 
tinuing of their Committee just as it 
was, filled the Country; and very po¬ 
tent Numbers espoused each of these 
three opinions: only we all agreed in 
joyful expectations of having our 
Charter restored unto us. This Variety 
of Apprehension was the occasion of 
much needless BiscouKe and of many 
Heart burnings that might as well have 
been spared. But the Towns on the 
Eighth and Ninth of May sent in their 
Representatives at the Desire of the 


ng us^ tnat every inaTi gave 

liisaseH ihe Laws of good Neigbboxirliood. 
ssnd little or nothing extravagant was all 
tliat while done, besides the seizure of 
a few more persons who had made 
thanselves obnoxious to the Displeasure 
of the People. The Gentlemen of the 
Committee laid their Country ii nder 
great Obligatiotss by their Studies for 
the Conservation of out Peace, and it 
latastlv eajnsisted of such as were ever 
worthy of our esteem. It was up 

of them w'hose Hap ’twas to be in the 
Head of the late .Action; but there were 
addrf unto them the most of our old 
M^istrates, who had not so far con- 
ranied themsdves in the AfiEair. Our 
famer Govemour, the Honourable Si¬ 
mon Brsdsireet, Esq; was Chosen by 
them far their President: Who tho’ he 
be towards Ninety Yeats of Age, 
has his Intellectmi Force hardly abated, 
hut retains a vigour and Wisdom that 
waald recommend a younger man to 
the Government of a greater Colony. 

But when the Day w*idr our ancient 
Cftarter appoints f«- tmr Annivetsary 
EiecUtm drew near, mir gre,, 

and more set npc® a Return to 
the Basts on which our Charter formerly 
had placal us; and of those who were 


Committee to adjust the matters that 

concerned a further Necessary Settle¬ 
ment; and after many Debates and some 
Delays they came to this Temper: That 
our Andent Magistrates should apply 
themselves unto the Conservation of 
our Peace, and exerdse what acts of 
Government the Emergendes might 
make needful for us, and thus wait for 
further Directions from the Authority 
of England. 

The Country being put into this pos¬ 
ture, all things tended unto a good set¬ 
tlement both of Minds and Things; 
which were again too much disturbed 
by a Fire, too justely fear’d to be ma- 
lidously kindled (by some that made 
themselves parties to oiu- Late Enemies) 
in the N *•*••*••*. whereby Four 
Houses were consumed, but perhaps 
more than *••• Thousand Spirits in¬ 
flamed into an Heat that was hardly 
Governable. But our people being in a 
good measure again composed, the 
World mov'd on in its old orderly pace, 
until the last week in May when two 
SMps arrived unto us from England 
with more perfect News than we had yet 
been owners of; the first effect thereof- 
■was. our Prodaiming of Ring William 
and Queen Mary, with such a Joy, Splen- 
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dour. Appearance and Unanimity, as iiad 
never before been seen in these Terri¬ 
tories. The other Colonies are now set¬ 
tling on their old Foundations; and We^ 
according to the Advice now brought 
us, hasten to put our selves into such 
a condition as may best answer the per¬ 
formance of our Allegiance to their 
Majesties. 

SIR, 

This Relation of our State will doubt¬ 
less give New-England an interest in the 
Prayers of all Good Men to whom you 


shall Communicate it: And Yours I hope 
will not be wanting for the Wellfare of 
Sir, 

Your Servant 

A 3 . 

Boston, June 6. 

1689 


The foregoing Account being very 
carefully and critically Examined, by 
divers very Worthy and Faithful Gen¬ 
tlemen, was advised to be Published for 
the preventing of False Reports: And is 
to be Sold at the London-Coffee-House. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THE CONSEQUENCES OF REBELLION 


R evolution in Boston was almost absurdly easy. What to do 
next, however, was not at all clear. First, a Council of Safety was 
created from twenty-two prominent settlers, mostly from Boston and 
many of them merchants. This executive body strove to quiet and dis¬ 
perse the mobs which lingered on for many months and which seem to 
have presented a constant threat to the authority of the self-appointed 
government. The Council of Safety summoned representatives from the 
towns to decide on some form of interim government until directions 
came from England. And finally it set up machinery to prepare indict¬ 
ments against Andros and his colleagues. In all their actions the council 
members were eagerly hopeful that the revolt should win the approval 
of the new government in England. 

Many of the settlers, particularly the well-to-do, wished that the 
Council of Safety would remain in control until Parliament or the new 
King should authorize a new colonial government. Most people be¬ 
lieved that the old Massachusetts charter would be restored, however, 
and when the representatives from the towns had assembled, it was ap¬ 
parent that the large majority favored an immediate resumption of the 
old government without waiting for approval from London. By the end 
of May 1689 this was done. The Governor and Assistants of 1685 were 
called back to office, although many of them were more than a little 
reluctant to resume their functions without higher authority. 

Meanwhile, the work of preparing indictments against those who 
had participated in Andros’ government went ahead quickly. Each 
township was asked to draw up papers of grievances (No. 15). These 
were collected at the county level and forwarded to a central office in 
Boston, where the mass of material was sorted and analyzed by a Com¬ 
mittee of Seven; in addition to depositions against Andros’ colleagues. 
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the extensive papers of Edward Randolph were seized and carefully 
analyzed for incriminating evidence (No. i6). 

It was much easier to collect these accusations than it was to re-estab¬ 
lish stable government. Most of the troops sent out to the Maine frontier 
by Andros deserted and came home. The frontier was left undefended 
and the results there were disastrous. Many frontier communities were 
evacuated altogether, and such prosperous and economically important 
centers as Exeter, New Hampshire, the heart of the lumber industry, 
were greatly reduced. In Massachusetts itself men refused to recc^ize 
the revolutionary government or the authority of its courts, and the 
Naval OflBcer appointed by the interim government was pow'erless. The 
port of Boston experienced a flurry of activity as the Na^agation Acts 
were ignored and both smugglers and pirates made it a headquarters 
(No. 17). 

In an extravagant gesture of loyalty to England the government 
launched an attack on the French community at Port Royal on the Bay 
of Fundy. The expedition found support from merchants anticipating 
booty and churchmen eager to strike a blow against the Papists. But it 
was expensive. The Boston government levied thirty-tivo times the 
usual pre-1686 tax. Sheriffs ordered to collect the tax were rebuffed by 
many. Revenue from customs dropped. Massachusetts for the first time 
issued paper fiat money. 

Beset on every side with distrust and lack of cooperation, almost 
every responsible group within the colony, whether favorable to the 
revolt or not, urgently wrote London to send directions for establishing 
legitimate government in New England. 

Meanwhile, in London itself the consequences of the Glorious Revo¬ 
lution were being ironed out. Always dilatory in attending to colonial 
needs, London was even slower now. Not until 1691 was order made out 
of chaos. And then it was the same colonial bureaucracy which had been 
forming since 1660 that called the tune. 

That bureaucracy was dominated by William Blathwayt, Secretary 
of War and Clerk to the Lords of Trade, and Sir Robert Southwell, a 
commissioner of the customs. Neither man took a favorable view of the 
revolutions in America (No. 18). They wanted as soon as possible to re¬ 
establish a stable colonial government which could be effectually con¬ 
trolled from London. Already England was at war with France cm the 
continent. There was little interest in launching a campaign against the 
French in America too. The bureaucracy in London was struggling to 
maintain its own authority against decentralizing forces in England and 
did not want to return the colonial governments to the virtual inde¬ 
pendence which had existed in 1660. 

Increase Mather, one of Boston’s leading Puritan clergymen, had 
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as an unofficial agent for Massachusetts, seek- 

2cM a^enT. 

eial othi r“ together with Andros and sev- 

^ oAer mea taken prisoner in April 1689. The agents, however, were 

o substantiate the indictments against these men, who were 

^ CRonem^, and many of whom werfreturned again to colo^ 
^mce by the Crown (No. 19). Mather almost succeeded in getting the 

^ “ ParliamenuorJtore 

trough charters. But the biU failed when Parliament was 

T? Mather’s efforts, anewcharter was granted 

old “1 1691 (No. 20). It was radically different from the 

the er>vf>m!i owever; there was to be a representative legislature, but 
futiS appointed by the King. The franchise was in the 

ta nre to be bas^ on property rather than on church membership (No. 

enLtr”^ details the new charter marked the end of the sev- 
mom community and the beginning of a 

f of Massachusetts goverLent 

nntil the cntrcal years immediately before the revolution of 1775. 


The Indictment o£ the Dominion of New England 

15- TTe Gnevancra of the Towndiip of Lyrm, May 24, 1689 

[lCassadii»=tte Aiduires, XXX¥, 183] 


At Lynn the S4th May 16&9 

Upon a Signification from Captain 
Jonathan Coxwin of the Committee of 
&e County of Essex to maie Inquiry 
into the Grievances Suffered under the 
late Govonment. That it is expressed 
that this Towne or any I nhahT t:,nt 
therein that have been agrieved «■ 
burthened. Doe manifest the .«sim<. un- 
da theire hand to the Committee afore* 
sard, or to Captain Jonathan Coxwin. 
to make knowne the same. Wee the 
Committee chcwen by the Inhabitants of 
Lynn on the 20th of May 16%, to Con¬ 
sider of the signification abovesaid, and 
to draws up what grievances and bur¬ 
thens we have sustained by the late 


Government etc.. Doe declare Viz: that 
this poore Towne of Lynn have sus¬ 
tained greate rong and Dammage by the 
late said Govermnent. In that our or¬ 
derly honest and Just Rights in a tract 
of Land within the bounds of Lynn, 
(called Nahants) that hath been In- 
joyed, Posessed, Built upon and Im¬ 
proved, by fencing. Planting and Pas¬ 
turing etc by the Township of Lynn 
well onward to sixty yeares. And yet by 
the Unjunous, unjust and Covetous 
Humors of some very ill minded per¬ 
sons, Upon Petitions prefaied as Mr. 
Randolph first and Mary Dassin of 
Bc»ton in the Second place, when Mr. 
Randolph could not make his Petition 
true and vahd. Then he throweth in 



57 


the consequences of eebeluon 


Mary Dassin her Petition, for the 5iaTn e 
Lands and as unjustly founded as Mr. 
Randolphs. But on theire two Petitions 
and Vaine Pretences, We the poor peo¬ 
ple of Lynn have been by orders from 
the Governor and Councill Called, Sum¬ 
moned and ordered, to appeare at Btw- 
ton and to shew and make good title 
to said Lands, before Sir Edmond An¬ 
dros and his Councill at one sitting, and 
a second sitting, and soe a third, and a 
fourth, to our greate loss and expence 
of tyme and monyes, and no advantage 
nor benefitt to us because of delayes and 
Procrastinations to Scrue our monyes 
out of our hands and to make us pay 
•with a vengeance for such writings as 
we mtist be constrained to take forth. 
And thus we have been greived and op¬ 
pressed and put to loss Cost and Dam¬ 
age neere one Hundred Pounds and 
never the better, noo Justice done us. 
And at last put ujjon a threatned ne¬ 
cessity of Pattening our own old injoyed 
properties and a denyall of our Rights 
m any of our Commons allwayes In- 
joyed, but now Called Kings Lands, and 
wee denyed to be any Towne, Thus we 
have been perplexed, vexed and op¬ 
pressed and Impoverished, and except 


the Lord had rought for us, whose name 
we bless and give thanks to, the worthy 
Gentlemen, his Instruments wee had 
been, the worst of bondmen. Further¬ 
more by the late Government, we were 
debarred of our Constant liberty of 
Towne meetings, but once in a yeare 
whereby we could not meete to consult 
of defending our rights in the Premis¬ 
ses because it should be charged with 
riott, and also of keeping a ■watch for 
our Security from any dangers we had 
too just cause to feare which was our 
greate griefe and bnrtlien. 

signed Oliver purchase Cleric 
per order of or in die name of die 
Xowne and Committee 
and our abuses by the profane farmers 
Lxcise. and our sons neighbours and 
servants Impressed and sent out in re- 
mote Winter Season. 

And Constrained thereunto, and all Suf¬ 
ferings And we understand not upon 
what grounds. 

Boston in New England. Tan. *4. 
1689. 

Sworn by mr. Oliver ptniCHASE. 
Before thomas danforth. Deputy 
Governor. 


16. The Committee of Seven’s Charges against Dominion Officials, 1689 

A. The Charges Against Sir Edmund Andros, Governor 


SIR EDMUND ANDROS, Latc GovetnouT, 
matter against him by 

I.NA. 

1. Mr. John 'Wise minister, John An¬ 
drews senr., Robt Kinsman, Wm. Good- 
hew Junr., Tho. French. These prove 
their damage for their being unwilling 
for Sir Edmund Andros rayseing mony 
on the people ■without the consent of 
the people, but Improved upon Con¬ 
trary to Magna Carta. 

6. Tho. Patch: about illegall and exces¬ 
sive charges, (in file G.) 


nVhitmore. ed.. Andros Tracts, I, 150-51] 

9 - Jos. Quilter: about excessive charges 
in proveing a will, (in file D.) 

10. Samuel Howlet: about sending him 
to Prison ■without a mittimus and great 

chaises. 

13- Jos. Wood: about threatning to bang 
him, etc. 

14. David Foulton: and Tho. Clark: 
about the Cruelty of Sir Edmunds of¬ 
ficers to Souldiers Eastward. 

15. John Dresser: about his great suf¬ 
fering in the Ips^wich business. 

17- John Hovie: about his suffering for 
he knew not what. 
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16. John Wood: about his suffering for 
being against paying Rates without an 
Assembly. 

23. John Sibley about his fine before 
the Councel. 

24. John Higgeson, minister and Capt. 
Step. Seawall about Sir Edmund Andros 
his affirming that all the lands in New 
England were the Kings and not the 
peoples, etc. 

25. Wm. Bond, Esq: about an Indian 
said to have received a Ring from Sir 
Edmund Andros which Indian was a 
known enemie to the English, etc. 

26. Thomas Brown and 5 more of Sud¬ 
bury: about John James, Indians' saying 
of his owne voluntary minde that the 
Govemour was a rogue and had hired 
the Indians to kill the English, and in 
particular had hired Wahawhy (the Eng¬ 
lish bitter enemie) and had given him a 
Ring for his Commission, which Enemie 
Indian was afterwards Imprisoned by 
the English; and set at Liberty by Sir 
Edmund Andros and became a bitter 
enemie to the English, and was a Com¬ 
mander of a great partie that did fight 
against the English and kill some. 

28. John Langford and Ben. Majery, 
sweare that se^^erall French men on 
board a French man of warr Eastward 
said that there were 10 french men of 
warr come out of France to come to 
Boston in New England to take the 
Country in poKession for the King of 
France and that Sir Edmund Andros 
had sent for them to that end etc. 

29. Joshua Conant: to dito purpo^ etc. 

30. Phillip Hilliard: to dito thing. 

31. Hio. Atchinson: Ja. Cooke and 
Michaell Chapleman, about the Frenchs 
oomeing here. 

33. Sir Edmund Andros: his Arhitrary 
Commission. 

32. Sam. Wright and 6 men more, about 
Sir Edmund Andros how he hid his 
Sergeant when they went upon the long 
march, to Mil them Souldiers that were 
not able, or unwilling to tr[avel.] 

[3]4. Sir Edmund Andrw his etc: Act 
for Raysdng mony by Rate, duti«, and 


Impost, on the [people?] without their 
Representatives Consent. 

35. An Act for Masters of Ships not to 
carry off persons without a ticket, and 
about their often entring into bonds, etc. 

37. Watanmn and David (Two Indians) 
swear about Sir Edmund Andros that he 
gave the Mohocks two bushells of wom- 
pum Peague, and three cart loads of 
goods to Ingage them to fight against 
the English. 

38. Edw. Randolphs letter to Povey in¬ 
forming that Sir Edmund doth all he 
cann to bring the people to quite Rent- 

41. Henry Kerly and Tho. How: about 
their being threatned to be hanged if 
etc. when they were keeping watch 
against the Indians, Soone after the 
Indians had killed 5 English. 

42. Lenox Beverly his deposition against 
Sir Edmund Andros entertaineing four 
enemie Indians in the English Fourt 
two dayes and sending them away with 
powder and bullets, in the time of warr, 
and that when the Indians wanted it 
Extreamly. 

The like in 109. 

45. Nath. Saltonstal Esq: his oath about 
illegall proceedings against him with¬ 
out a cause. 

47. Wm. Hutchins his oath about Sir 
Edmund Andros illegall proceedings and 
Intollerable fineing him and excessive 
charges, 

48. Emmeison and kVhitaker, their de¬ 
position about Sir Edmund Andros his 
Millitary officers unhumaine destroying 
of souldieis that were here Imprest- 

51. His ■warrant in Gouncill to Confine 
Major Appleton to the common prison 
and that without any crime done by him, 
a most hellish way to undoe men. 

52. Tho. French and John Harris, their 
letter about the Ipswich mens voatieg, 
against Sir Edmunds Rayseing mony 
contrary to the liberty of Free born 
English Subjects. 

53. The Towne of Lynns Gomplaynt 
against Sir Edmund, etc. 

7. Simon Stacy: about Ms being iRegaliy 
dealt withall. (In fi le B.) 
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B. The Charges Against Joseph Dudley, Member of the Council 


75. Coppie of twelve of his owne Let¬ 
ters, which declare his Malitious Spirrit, 
and manifest his Treacherous min.de 
against the Massachusetts Colloney, 
Chiefly to Augment his fortune and 
Avenge himselfe for being left out of 
the Majestry—did he not break Ms free¬ 
mans oath. 

76. The Selectmen and Constable of the 
Towne of Salisburys Complaint, wherein 
are notorious things mentioned to have 
been done against them. 

78. Jos. Dudley hath his name sett to 
the Writt to bring the Revd. Charles 
Morton to a tryall out of the County 
he did and doth live in which is con¬ 
trary to Law (in file H.) 

79, Edward Randolph Esqr: in his letter 
to Mr. Blathwait Complayns of Mr. 
Dudley his encroachment on all and 
every side and that he hath so contrived 
the matter that Capt. George hath Re¬ 
ceived above jTsoo mony which belonged 
to him, and that the said Dudley as 
President with Capt. George carry all 
as they please to the great dissatisfaction 
of the Members of the Gouncill, and he 
sayes Sober men are abused by the false 
President, 

85. The case of Charlestown men about 
his more then Ordinary unjustly as he 
was Chief Judge, Judgeing fineing and 
granting of executions against them, 
after such an illegall manner of proceed¬ 
ing countrary unto the Law of England, 
and the Law made here by the Gover¬ 
nor and Gouncill whereof himselfe was 
one, and makeing a pack horse of the 
law as if it must attend him and George 
Farewell his child (the Attourney) as 
they pleased, for some when they falsly 
accused of a pretended Riotous matter 
they would bring no Inditement against 
them, and when they answered to their 


[Whilmore, ed., Andros Tracts, I, 158-59] 

call in Court, dme after time, they 
would say nothing to them, nor would 
not suffer them to Speak at another 
time, and called them from County to 
County, and would not suffer them to 
have a Jury, and above a yeare after, 
sent out Executions against them, altho 
before that they did not know so much 
that there was any Judgment of Court 
against them etc. (in file A.) 

86. Esqr. Johnson and Fr. Kendall, 
about President Dudley and his Councill 
writeing a mittimus and Committing 
them to the Marshall, Because they 
would not Swear that the said President 
and Councill were a lawfull Govern¬ 
ment whareas their Commission was an 
Arbutrary Commission contrary to 
Magna Carta. 

And being examined by said Presi¬ 
dent Dudley, about the Act and ad¬ 
journment of the Generali Court, and 
when he did see they would not Confess 
etc. then the said Dudley said that Act 
and ajournment would cost some men 
their lives etc. 

88. James Lowdens Complaint for his 
unjust dealing with him, in binding him 
over without a cause, and in Court 
three times, and then saying nothing to 
him and after he as Cheif Judge brake 
up Court with Oh Yez. that all should 
depart untill further summoned, yet with¬ 
out any further summons, or hearing at 
all about a yeare after, ishsued out Ex¬ 
ecution against him, from another 
County for £5 fine, and £12: 18: 4: 
charges for prosecution, and so sent him 
to prison. 

90. Sam. Weed and Jno. and Ben. Stee- 
phens testimony about John Weeds be¬ 
ing fourced to [pay?] fees and charges 
for that he could not possibly doe. 
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C. The Charges Against Ebwarb Randolph, Secretary 

AND Registrar 

[Whitmore, ed., Andros Tracts , I , iSi] 


I. Jolm Wise Minister, Jolm Andrews 
Senr: Robt Kinsman, Wm. Goodhew 
Jiinr., and Tho. French. Swears to their 
damage sustained from Edward Ran- 
dolph., as one of their Judges, for their 
being unwilling that Sir Edmund An¬ 
drew and his Council! should Rayse 
mony without the consent of the people 
(in file A,) 

II- Wm. Howlet, as the last above (in 
file B.) 

21. Caleb Boynton, about paying es- 
cmive charges in the Ipswich case (in 
file B.) 

27. His letter, dated Aug: 23: 1686: 
against the Country to my Lord Treas¬ 
urer, about rayseing great Revenue by 
Quitt Rents. P. quintesence of In¬ 
justice to N. E- 

40. His letter to the Lords of the Com¬ 
mittee against this Country. 

41. Henry Kerley and Tho. How, about 
their being threatned to be hanged if 
etc. when they were keeping watch 
against the Indians soon after the In¬ 
dians had killed 5 English (in file A.) 

43. His letter to the Arch Bishop of 
Canterbury against Governor Hinkley, 
Mr. Dudley and several! other Majes- 
trates etc. and about takeing away the 
mony gathered in England for the 
Preaching of the Gospell among the 
Indians. 

53. The Town of Lynns Complaint (in 
file A.) 

77. The Proprietors of Nahant in Lynn, 


about his unjust molesting them about 
their Land which they had possessed 4§ 
yeares,—^and here by the way note. That 
none of the petitioners for other mens 
lands, never went to Settle a Town in 
the wild Wilderness unmade use of out 
of a Township, this would not have 
brought grist enough to Sir Edmund 
and his Creaturs Mills. 

80. Mr. Wm. Blaithwaits letter of the 
22d October 1687, saying, that 

there being but one thing wanting to 
sett all right at Boston, where he hath 
but one rock to avoyd which he ought 
to be awarr of, he means his letting tbprii 
come within him, after winch they will 
easily give him the ComMi hug (these 
words shews Mr. Blathwait to he Bostons 
under hand enemie] and that Edw- 
Randolph Esqr. was then Secretly carry¬ 
ing on an ill designe against New Eng¬ 
land. 

100. Jarvis Ballard—about his unjustly 
takeing away his goods that was apprized 
at £113: 7: o: and makeing hiiri pay 
£140: to Redeem them. 

110. His petitioning to Sir Edmund for 
Nahant Land in Lynn, he putt the Peo¬ 
ple to great charge, and if he had gott 
it, it would have undone many. 

Note that two of the old Pattentecs 
were Interested in Common with the 
Lynn People in Nahant Lands viz. 
Major Humphreys and Mr. Johnson etc 
(in file A.) 


D. TheCharges Against John West, Deputy-SE caRETARY 

[Whitmore, ed., Andros Tracts, I, 163-64] 

2. Neh. Jewet, Ids Excessive damage. 4. Andrew Sei^nt, about illegaU Fees 
for being unwilling, and against Rayse- for Probate of a wilL 
ing mony by Arbitrary power (in file B) 8. Caleb Kemball about 
and that against Magna Carta. charges to Settle an Estate. 


excessive 
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9 “ Jos- Quilter about excessive cim^s 
in the probate of a Will. 

11. Wm. Howlett about excessive chaises 
for being against Raysing mony with¬ 
out the consent of the people fin file 
B). 

1^. John How about West saying, it 
would not be for the Kings Interest un¬ 
till this Country were in another Peo¬ 
ples hands. 

21. Caleb Boynton, about paying exc^ 
sive charges in the Ipswich busines fin 
file B). ^ 

24. The Reverend John Higgeson, and 
Capt. Step, Seawall about Mr. W^est say¬ 
ing that all the lands in New England 
wore the Kings and not the peoples etc. 
(in file A.) 

27. In file C: Mr. West is caHed by Esqr. 
Randolph more Arbutrary then the 
Great Turk—the letter is Randolphs 
wiiteing tho" not Signed. 

39. Edw. Randolph Esqr. letter to Mr. 
Povey dated January 24th: 1687 sccuse- 
ing Mr. W^t for extorting what fe^ he 
please to the great oppre^ing of the 
people and that it Renders the present 
Govemment greivious. 

45. Major Nath. SaltonstaE his oath 
about takeing illegan fees of hhn fin 
file A). 

4fi- Jno. and Chr^topher Osgood about 


illegall fees fin file A). 

60. Wm. Coleman about illegall proceed¬ 
ings against him (in file B). 

70. CapL Jos. Lynes about his telling 
him when he petitioned for a pattent 
for his whole Lands, that he must have 
so many patients as there were Countyes 
that he had land in, if not townes fin 
file A). 

71. Math. Salter about Judge Palmer 
and Mr. John West Deputy Secretaiy 
their Examining him how he came by 
his lands, he haveing told them all along 
down to the purchase of it from the 
native Indians, then they told him that 
such a title would not do but he must 
take a pattent for it, and if they would 
not, then they would Seize upon what 
he had, and bume his house, and carry 
him to Yorke, and Exchequor him for 
a Rebbell, he then told them he never 
heard nor read that any King or Prince 
would take away any Subjects lands, 
which had been passed forty or fifty 
yeares, and sell it or give it to any other 
perron, then they called hiin many bad 
names, and threatned to cane him and 
at the last fourced him to take a pattent 
for the which he was fourced to pay 
them two pounds tenn shillings in mony, 
that was hard to gett, (in file No. E.) 


E. The Charges Against John Paijvier,Jui>ge 


44. Ezekiell Woodward, his oath, about 
his ill^aU Judgment contrary to a 
verdltt (in file B.) 

60. Wm. Cbleman, about illegall pro¬ 
ceedings against him. (in file B.) Judge 
Pahner was one of the Judges that gave 
Jut%ment against, and gave Deer Island 
to King James—notwithstanding King 
Jani'^tis gave Sir Edmund Au'dros no 
power in his Commi^lon to medle with 
any land, but wast land. 

And noat that Deer Island was not 
wast land, but Improved for a' great 


[WMtmarie, ed., Andms Tracts, I, 165-66] 

many yeares, about 40: to the use of a 
free Schoole. 

67. Caleb Moodey about false Imprison¬ 
ment and £40: damage. 

68. Joseph Bailey about dito and £30: 
-damage. 

70. Capt. Joseph Lynes, about his being 
fourced out of his own County by a 
wxitt about his land in the County where 
he lives, being contrary to the Law of 
England and the Law made here by Sir 
Edmund and his Coundll (in file A) 

71. Matthew Salter about Jut%e John 
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Palmer and Mr. Jolin West Deputy 
Secretary their examining Mm how lie 
came by his lands, he haveing told 
them all along down to the purchase of 
it from, the natives, they told him that 
such a title would not doe, but he must 
tale a pattent for it, and if he would 
not they would Seize upon what he had, 
and burn his house, and carry Mm away 
to Yorke, and Exchequer him for a Reb- 
bell, he then told them that he never 
heard nor read that any King or Prince 
would take away any Subjects lands, 
which had been possessed 40 or fifty 
yeares, and Sell it or give it to any 
other person, then he was called many 
bad names, and threatned to be caned, 
and at last fourced him to take a pattent, 
for the wMch he was fourced to pay 
them two pounds ten shillings in mony 
that was hard to gett. 

79. Edw. Randolph Esqr. in his letter 
to Mr. Blathwait, complains of Palmer 
and West about their hostile takeing of 
wines from Penopscutt in Nova Scotia 
belonging to the french, and that he 
fears it will occation warr between them 
and the English (in file No, B.) 

83. Judge Palmers Signing Excessive 
bills of Cost. 

106. Edw. Randolph Esqr. in Ms letter 
to Mr. Povey dated January 21th 1688 
gives an account of Mr. West and Pal¬ 
mer, how they had their Emisaries among 
the poore people at Pemiquid and 
Dartmouth, and had frighted them into 


takeing of leases produceing unto them, 
a Commission from Coll. Dongon, to 
dispose of all the Lands to who ever 
would take leases at a hundred Acres 
quit Rent, and that they had past about 
140 leases, and some had 800 and some 
1000 acres and all paid £2: 10: o: for 
passing their grants for 100 acres of 
wood land, and 20 acres of Meddow 
where ever it could be found, and that 
this bred a great mischeif among the 
people few or none haveing their land 
measured or marked. West and Palmer 
was in hast and gott what they could, 
and that the people had been very 
much oppressed by it. 

And at this time Capt. Palmer and 
Mr. West laid out to themselves such 
large lotts, and Mr. Grayham altho' not 
there had a cMlds pourtion, he thinks 
some of them have 8 or loocx) acres but 
heares not of one penny rent comeing 
in to the Edng, and that 55. a hundred 
acres was only a sham put upon the 
people. 

And about Coll. Dongan and his 
agents West and Palmer, to teare all 
in peeces that was Setled and granted 
at Pemiquid by Sir Edmund Andros was 
not well, and that they placed and dis¬ 
placed at Pleasure, and that they were 
as Arbutrary as the great Turk. 

And some of the first Seders of the 
Eastern Coimtry, they denied grants of 
their own lands, and gave the poore peo¬ 
ples lands among themselves (in file A.) 
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Problems of the Revolutionary Government 

17. The Attempt to Form an Interim Government 

A. Edwarb Randolph Writes to England from the Boston Jail, 

July 20, 1689 


Sir 

Who would have questioned hut the 
poeple who 13 weekes ago pulld down 
a Setled Cxovemment and erected their 
Old one should he quiett and subject 
to it, but nothing lesse; here is a violent 
and bloudy zeal stird up in the Rabble 
acted and managed by the preachers. So 
that when ever they have a design of 
mischeife, tis done upon their feret di¬ 
rection: I have wrote in my letter to 
Gapt. nicholson sent by Robin the Gov¬ 
ernors servant that Mr. Budley upon 
his request to the CoundH obtained 
leave to be confind to his house at Rox- 
bery: 6 of the Representatives told the 
Governor and Councill tVas their As¬ 
sent also: you have No. 1. a Duplicate 
of it. as also of the Bond No. 2: upon 
which he went on the 13th instant home: 
before 10 adock that night a Rabble of 
above 150 men calling at Mr. Brad- 
streets house first to know by what order 
Mr. Dudley was out of Goal and calling 
him old Rogue) went to Mr. Dudley 
house: break down his Fence fetchd him 
to the Coal kept Mm at the Gate 2 
houres. then left him under the care of 
a Constable, munday the 15 th. One 
Deering well known to Mr. Usher and 
Capt. Nicholson, with one WInsloe who 
married bis daughter were sent to the 
prison for being head of that Rabble 
and the better to pretend their dislike 
of Ms action and that they would not 
send any to Goal they frame a mittimus 
No. 3: be had not continued in Goaf 


[Randolpli to W illiam Biatliwayt, Ccanmon Gaol* 
N. Al.gd.res in New England* July so, 16S9, Top- 
pan and Goodrick, eds., Rim.dolph Letters, VI,, 
*89-92] 

above 2 houres. but the Governor under 
pretence of husin« sends for the 
Keeper and in the meane tyme a Con¬ 
stable fetches Deering out of Goal: Ms 
son in Law was haild out by Bradstreefs 
direction and made head of the faction 
and Rabble Munday night foHowing. 
when the women boyes and negros sett 
upon Paiges house broak all the Win- 
dowes and Mr Dudley for feare left the 
house conveyed himselfe but not unseen 
to Col. Legett: being discovered to be 
there great care was taken to gett him 
to Goal. One of Ms Baile Colonel 
Shrimpton being afraid his house would 
be puld down by the Rabble should Mr. 
Dudley make Ms «cape used Ms aigu- 
menls to have Mm returne to g>al: but 
notMng more does demonstrate the in¬ 
ability of the Government to defend 
their own act and the power of the 
Rabble do upon all such suddaine Einer- 
gencyes exercise then IMr. Bradstreetes 
letter to Mr. Budley No. 4 and that 
woul.d hardly secure him from being 
committed himselfe nay they were in 
such feare he would be gone, that an 
Order was prepared £0 be published by 
beat of Drum to make it treason for 
any |«rson whatever to harbour Mm 
or conceal him. 

One Georg Wells a Sayler and of Cape 
Ann was obser\’ed to be very busy in 
the Riott. he was brought to Goal, about 
12 a dock on Munday night but lett 
out with his companioias the next day 
upon humbling themselves to the Conn- 
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fill ! he and Ids Company 6 or 7 men are 
all saylers aboard John Updike Master 
of the Ketch which brings this letter. It 
wore wel they were all sent for ex¬ 
amined and sent back to Boston to be 
p nnkh d. I incIose to yoli a Copy of an 
Order for a fast. No. 5: wee very much 
feare the dire effects of their fasting. 

Hie paper No. 6: is a Copy of a War¬ 
rant and execution served upon an hon- 
Kt man of Our Church now in Goal, 
be^cause he will not pay a ffne of 4 lb. 
nor Go to the Indian Warr. Severall 
other poore men are here also upon the 
same Reason, they know no Authority 
they have to presse men and see no way 
how they shall be paid some having been 
abroad this whole last Wintr without 
one penny for their service: The Capts. 
in Boston presse good house keepers of 
whom they have 4.5: and 6 lb. a man 
to provide a man for them: the money 
being received, they presse any poor 
man and give him 20 s. or if he will not 
go they will gett 4 Ib of him before he 
comes out of Goal; this is the better part 
of their methods to gett poor men to 
serve against the Enemye. 

I send you a booke putt out by young 
Mather, the Epistle to Mr Winthrop 
showes what great hopes the church 
men had of his turning Rebell to serve 
their Turn: this Mather had a meeting 


of Armd men at his house the night 
before they entred upon their strange 
worke. he has shewed his Christian Spir- 
itt in his Appendix: calculated for one 
Georg Keith a Quaker of whom Capt. 
Nicholson and Mr. Usher can give an 
account and of the falcityes contained 
therein. I intreat you to communicate 
these papers and booke to Capt. Nichol¬ 
son Mr. Usher and Mr. Ratcliffe for I 
have not tyme nor any perticular busi- 
nes to write to them, pray peruse that 
letter to the Marquis of Hallifax: if 
you think it more proper to adresse it 
to any other of the Lords of the Coun- 
clll you may please to putt it under an¬ 
other cover and direction: I wish all 
happines to you and your Lady, wee 
think it long to have no shipps from 
England. Mr. Mather has wrote to his 
freinds here that he stopd the Circular 
letter with their Majesties declaration 
to continue all OfiEcers in their respect¬ 
ive places: which wee heare is sent to 
all other of his Majesties Plantations, 
my service to Sir Robt. Sowthwell and 
to Mr. Povey: I am Sir. 

your most humble and 
fast freind 
ED RANDOLPH 

my service to Capt. 

Nicholson I have wrote to 
him severall letters. 


B. Randolph Reports More from New England, October 8, 1689 

[Randolph to William Blathwayt, Common Gaol 
in Boston, Oct. 8, 1689, Toppan and Goodrick, 
eds., Randolph Letters, VI, 296-303] 


Sir: 

Since writing the inclosed a Duplicate 
whereof I have sent to the Lords of the 
Committee of trade by way of Barbados: 
wee have had a fort at Oyster River 
neer Exiter taken by the Indians and 
18 Christians kild and carried away 
prisoners; Great care has been taken 
and at last agreed to by the Commis¬ 
sioners of the united Colonyes: vizt. this: 
Plymouth and Connecticott: to send out 


men against the Indians; this has from 
severall townes raised and 6: or 700 
men they say are marchd against the 
enemy; but lye in Garrison in the re¬ 
maining Townes in the Province of Main 
and eate up such com and Cattle as 
yet have escaped the Enemy: which done 
I expect to have them return. N. Ply¬ 
mouth sent out 50 English and above 
100 Indians under Capt. Church he ac¬ 
cidentally landed at Casco when the 
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Indians were designd to take that town 
and fort: they report for the Creditt of 
the matter that he had kild 50 or 60 
enemyes: Its certaine the English lost 
and were wounded 15 or 16: and not 
one Indian Scalp yet seen of those many 
kild: tiio" they make wonders of this to 
animate the poeple, I am well assured 
they Sommers work is at an End: wee 
expect their return: and demand for 
their pay: of this the Government are 
sensible: and their Treasurer Phillips 
has issued out his Warrants to raise a 
Rate upon the People: No. 1: (a plaine 
demonstration that they are in actuall 
possession and administration of their 
charter Government) but the poeple 
deny tlieir power to raise money and to 
keepe courts as appeares by Mr. Graves 
his paper No: 2: he is a Justice of the 
peace born in the Country and a very 
sober Gent: upon the Councills notice 
of his paper they send for him Capt: 
Sprag and others of Charles Town they 
appear and openly acknowledg their 
paper {as in Mr. Graves his paper. No. 
3 upon this they order them to be sent 
to Cambridg Goal: tbey refused to go 
told them they had no power to send 
them to Goal. Sprag who had tyme to 
give in bond for bis appearance or go 
to Goal: came next day to Mr. Adding¬ 
ton and told bim he came on purpose to 
disown their power: would go home and 
if any man came forceably into his 
house lie woud kill him: the Council! 
with representatives are now mett but 
dare do nothing with them. The men 
of Charles town and of severall townes 
there abouts threatning to pull down 
the Goal if they put them in: I inclose 
also a laig discourse wrote by a very 
sober Gent to prevent the poeple of 
Connecticotts assuming their Govern¬ 
ment- Oee is a man of such note that his 
paper bas very much affected the poe¬ 
ple, So that this Colony are now made 
very inclining to Sir Edmund Andros; 
and say if they must pay any money it 
shall be by order from him who has a 
legall Authority: this paper will be 
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printed and dispersd in the Government 
the printed paper sent also: has been 
newly sett a foot, the poeple be^n to 
think of shifting for themselves and are 
laying the blame upon tbc^e wbo drew 
them in. Agents have been sent from this 
Government to Albany to treat with the 
Maques Indians to invite them down to 
fall upon Our Eastern Indians: They 
allowed 300 lb. towards the charge of 
this Expedition and for presents made 
to them at Albany: their Errand and 
Successe you have in an abstract of Coil. 
Byards letter to Mr. West which I here 
with send you. Nine Maques are come 
to Boston: tbey are treated with thanks 
and entertainment at the publick chaige: 
they enquire for Sir Edmund Andros: 
and these poeple having by tlieir invit¬ 
ing them heither discovered their weak- 
nes and ill treatment of the Governor 
are indeed inviting them to fall upon 
the Christians about Albany so soon as 
they have concluded with the french: 
the discourse in that letter confirms to 
you the oppertunity of our driving the 
french out of their fons setled by them 
by force amongst the 5 Nations of In¬ 
dians: and had Sir Edmund Andrew 
been at Liberty wee had been Masters 
of all the bever Trade as well to the 
Eastward which the french now have 
and of that at Albany, wbere I heare 
has been a great Trade with the Indians 
this yeare, and nothing but our pr^ent 
distractions will make these Indians high 
and despise us: you may please to re¬ 
member that in my letters sent you from 
N: York last yeare I acquainted you of 
the Indians and English kild by the 
french Indians In Northfeild and about 
Springfeild: which occasioned an alarum 
thro this whole Country: which was the 
effects of the Maques Indians falling a 
little before upon the french: and now 
the Indians having as in Coll: Byards 
letter made so great havock of them 
they have ordred their french Indians 
to fall upon us. And accordingly they 
have kild 3 Christians living 3 miles off 
Scaneidity a very good fortifyed town 
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20 miles from Albany: and fJie Dutch, 
at Albany are so apprehensive, that the 
french intend to fall upon them this 
winter that the Mayor sent to Jacob 
Leisler Cheife of the Rebells at New 
York for Ammunition etc: to defend 
themselves: Instead whereof he sends to 
Mr. Bradstreet for ammunition of all 
sorts and promises upon Honor to repay 
him and if he cannot spare him what he 
writes for but to send him one Tonn o£ 
Saltpeter: Bradstreet sends him word he 
has but 8: Barrels powder in the stores: 
and that what ever accident should hap¬ 
pen they had not here above 6o Barrelps 
of pouder in publick and private stores: 
I well remember Sir Edmund Andros 
carried with him to N. York last yeare 
from hence above 6o Barrells of pouder: 
Armes and plenty of all stores of Warr; 
and supplyed albany from thence suf¬ 
ficiently (for till he came to that place 
they had not one Round of pouder for 
the guns in the fort: nor a Ladle or a 
Spung fitt to use.) New Yorke was as 
much wanting but refitted by him: at 
Boston about 200 Barrells powder: above 
200 small Arms Byanetts Swords etc: 
proportionable. But the Arms stores and 
every thing which belonged to the King 
are all imbezled; so that I am well as¬ 
sured should the french make as briske 
an assault upon this town but with 500 
good men as they did at St. Christophers 
with a greater number they would carry 
the place: in the account of the Indians 
taking of pemmaquid. I write you they 
were well armd and supplyed by all 
necessaryes from the french: and its very 
true for they were supplyed about may 
and the Maques fell upon them some 
weekes after else wee had heard of them 
in our Eastern parts long before this 
tyme: those Indians keep up the forts, 
wee dare not looke towards them; they 
say there were 3 or 400 of them gott to 
Casco: they will lye stiU till our men 
are returnd home: 

Wee have in Salem a pyrate : of a ship 
of 24 Guns 24 peteraras : 75 men (but 
takes in more dayly from hence) a dutch 


man he pretends to be but has no Com¬ 
mission has brought in a prize from the 
Banks of N.foundland he comes and 
takes in Boston and Salem: Capt. Geoig: 
is still at an Anchor in the Harbour they 
had rather be rained by pyrates then 
trust him with their sayles: as to the Acts 
of Trade (Mr. Bradstreet calls one Tho. 
Hill Navall Officer but he nor his Of¬ 
ficer signifye any thing) they are laid 
asleepe One vessell of 148 Ho^d of 
tobacco came heither from Maryland 
(where bond was given to go to Engd. 
directly) onely to stop a leakerthe 
Owners turnd out the Master because he 
would proceed his voyage : and have 
arested the Cargo pretending a Debt 
upon it: they will unload it and send it 
abroad : a Ketch is now gone for Bil- 
boa loaden with fish and tobacco : a 
ketch lately from Maryland tobacco 
loaden belonging to Boston came in to 
this port her Master had like wise given 
bond there : but he left the ketch here 
and another Master went in her to 
Scotland or Holland : and for Brandee 
and oyle wee have plenty brought in 
our vessells from N:foundland. my Of¬ 
ficers went to seize a vessell loaden with 
Oyle and Brandee by assistance of Gen¬ 
eral Bradstreets warrant the Constable 
laught at them and the Master would 
not let them go aboard : Hill ; Brad- 
streets officer seized upon a Barrell 
Brandee : the Owner an Inhabitant told 
Bradstreet if he did not order the de¬ 
livery of it to him . he would bring 100 
men and putt him out of his Govern¬ 
ment (I could give you more of these 
instances:) telling him they had putt Sir 
Ed: Andros and me in prison for hindr¬ 
ing their trading . and they would not 
suffer him to do it: I have wrote here of 
to the Commissioners: of the Customs. 
By what I have wrote you it plainely 
appeares this Country is in very ill cir¬ 
cumstances : they know not how to keep 
the poeple in quiett: much longer find¬ 
ing no charter (as was promised) come : 
nor no power from England to govern 
them. Wee looke earnestly for reieife 
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and force from England else wee are 
likely to continue our Stations all this 
winter : some are for letting us out. 
others feare the poeple will putt them 
in who were the occasions of this trouble 
and (I feare) raine to this Country, 
w’hich without speedy Orders from home 
will unavoidably fall upon it : the Gov¬ 
ernor is troubled most barbarously in 
a Ground Room in the Castle very 
small . no chimney . Every Raine falls 
makes a fioud under his bed. They in¬ 
tend if possible to kill him with Cold 
and extreamity of cruelty : but I hope 
God will preserve him and us from the 
malice and base degenerate treatment 
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of professing Cowards : were they men 
they would abominate to use a slave as 
they imperiously use him dayly : I ques^- 
tion not your care and sincere resent¬ 
ment of their inhumane actions and that 
in good tyme wee shall be taken care of. 
I send this by Mr. Wallis who will be 
able to say many tMn^ more perticuleriy 
of the Eastern Country . being concernd 
with Sir William Warren about the 
Masts for the Nat7. my humble service 
to Sir Robt. Sowthwell and to all my 
freinds I am Sir your most obliged 
servant. 

Ed Randolph 


English Reaction to Rebellion 

18. The London Civil Servant’s View, March 23,1689 


IMy Lord 

This sert^es only for a short generall 
Notion of our Interest in the West- 
Indies. Our Islands are Barbados and 
Nevis, Half St. Christophers, Antego, 
Monserrat and Jamaica, Bermudos and 
a part of New-foundland. 

On the Continent Carolina, Virginia, 
Mary Land, Pensylvania, New Jersey, 
New York, New England and some Parts 
in Hudsons Bay. of all which Dominions 
your Lordship will have some short ac¬ 
count in a Paper from Mr. Blathwayts- 

There may be in these Parts about s* 
or 400,000 subjects that furnish a full 
tliird part of the whole Trade and 
Navigation of England. Here is a great 
Nursery of Our Sea Men, and the Kings 
Customs depend mightily thereon. But 
as most of that Trade lyes now under 
some Damp by the Late hea\y Imposi¬ 
tions on Sugar and Tobacco, and con¬ 
sequently a great discontent among 
tliose People, soe if New England be 


[ [Sir Robert Switliwdl?] to the Earl of Notting¬ 
ham, Mar. 23, 1689, Blathwayt Papers, B'L 418, 
Library, San Marino, Galif.| 

restored to the usurped PrMIedges they 
had in i6'6o and the old Proprietdi^ of 
New Ja^, New York and other Islands 
and Places to what they pretend. It will 
soe Confound the Present settlement in 
those Parts, and their Bependance on 
England that *ds hard to say where the 
Mischeif will stopp, or how farr the Act 
of Na^dgation will be over throwne 
thereby. Yett with such Power and 
Ardour is this Designe caxiy^ed on and 
by those who perhapf:^ suspect not the 
Intention of the Republicans who sol- 
licite them, that no Man dares open Ms 
Mouth to the Contrary for feare of be¬ 
ing Crusht. Mr. Blathwayt, who h&t 
knows the truth and state of things dares 
not speake more then he has done, un¬ 
less to Ms Majesty and my Ii>rd Banby, 
and to your LordsMp alone. And "tis of 
vast Importance that an hour were sett 
apart to have tMs tMng made plaine, 
before it runns on in Parliament beyond 
Redrew. 
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The Dutch footing on the Continent 
is only at Surinam, a Place of Ill Aire, 
much exposed to the Danger of the 
Natives. The product is only brown 
sugar and some woods for dying. MonsV 
Summerdike a private undertaker sent 
a Governour lately over with about 7 or 
800 men, most of them of the poor 
French. And tho' his Governour was 
cutt off by a Mutiny, yett the Interest 
is restored again. 

They have alsoe the Island of Curasaw 
neer the Main with about 5 or 6000 In¬ 
habitants thereon. They there drive a 
forbidden Trade among the Spanish 
Governors which is soe much at Mercy, 
that 7 of their shipps were taken and 
confiscated the last yeare. Yett this is a 
considerable Mart unto them; and the 
Spaniards doe by agreement take from 
them about 5000 Negroes a yeare; but 
this also is uncertain, since they some¬ 
times take their Negroes from Jamaica 
or else where as they can best Establish 
their Contracts. 

The Dutch have only besides two Lit¬ 
tle paltry Islands called Statia and Sabia, 
which lye soe neare our Charibbee Is¬ 
lands, as they Pilferr a Trade among 
Us to the hurt of our Act of Navigation. 

The French footing is first in the Is¬ 
land of Tobago, which they have lately 
possesst, and is considerable for a very 
good Haven, and lying Windward to all 
our Islands,. Their Next is Mardnigo, 
which is their Capitall for force and 
People. Then Guadalupe, Half St. 
Christophers, and Severall small Islands 
thereabout. Their Bucaniers possess one 
Side of Hispaniola; and their Fishermen 
have a Large Tract of Newfound Land, 
and ‘t^eir Fishing is Considerable. 

Then upon the Main they have Nova 
Scotia, which wee very slightly yeilded 
by Treaty unto them about 1664. Then 
Canada and all the Territory thereabout; 
whereof the Principall Towne is Que¬ 
bec; and they have lately usurped upon 
Us some of the Factorys at Hudsons 
Bay. 

They have always given Countenance 


to their Interest and Trade in these 
Parts by 5 or 6 Frigotts constantly among 
them, whereas Wee have scarce one 
sloop to the Leeward Islands, and but 
one small Frigatt to Jamaica, which is 
now coming home with the Dutchess 
of Albermarle. But as wee have there 
Large Territory and much Disperst, soe 
are Wee thereby the more Lyable and 
exposed to Danger, unless wee have a 
Mastering force at Sea, for this is the 
soul of power in those Parts. And if a 
Warr break out with France, 'tis in¬ 
dispensable in as much as things lye 
there so Intermixt betweene Us, that in 
all probability they who will venter to 
strike first may cany all. 

But 'tis manifest that in all the Parts 
above mentioned the English have al¬ 
ready the Governing Trade. The French 
are there but as great Interlopers, and 
the Dutch as small ones; While the 
Spaniard both in his Islands and his 
Continent lyes there as the great Car¬ 
cass, upon which all the rest doe prey. 

There is noe doubt but if the Dutch 
had more footing, they might prove more 
Noxious to England hereafter, by En¬ 
grossing the Trade, then if such footing 
remained as it is, in the Hands of the 
French. And therefore as to the Business 
which your Lordship has now in charge, 
namely how to regulate a Conjunction 
of our Forces with Holland as to com¬ 
mon Defence or the Offence of Our 
Enemie there. Tis first plaine that if 
Wee desire only to Secure Our Selves, 
Wee then ought to rayse the Dutch Pro¬ 
portion to as much as wee can. But if 
wee foresee that our Preparauons are 
likely to be farr superiour to those of 
our Enemies, and that Wee may easily 
conquer, then ought wee to desire but 
little of their Aid, that they may have 
but little of the spoile. Yet to me it 
appears wee have already but too much 
Territory abroad, and to gett more, 
were but to drain England of People 
and to loose at home. Whereas the 
Dutch footing is hitherto soe small, and 
they have soe many French Protestants 
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at Command, that it would import tliem 
Iiighly to have more, whereof England 
in time might feele the smart, 

Soe that when I consider the Vast 
Expence and Preparations which must 
be necessary for acquisition in thc»e 
Parts and how Little It will import Us, 
Alsoe how Impossible It is to make any 
Calculation of our owne state abroad 
while New England is going to be turned 
into a Common Wealth, to coine Money, 
To destroy our Act of Navigation, and 
to Aake oflE all Dependance but what 
they think fitt. And that New York, New 
Jersey, etc. shall returne to their old 
Intended Proprietors. All is hereby at 
such uncertainty, that as *tis Scarce Pos¬ 
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sible to adjust with Holland in the 
Quotas of Preparation, soe will it be’ 
hard to please them in this Matter at all, 
since their true Interest seemes to be for 
Conquest, while ours is for bare defence 
and the keeping of what already Wee 
have. 

I wish your Lordship with the Earle 
of Danby would persuade his Majesty 
to assigne one hour to heare Mr. Blath- 
wayt nakedly Expense the State of this 
Western Dominion before the Proceed¬ 
ings in Parliament runn too farr, and 
that the Crown be irreparably damnifyed 
thereby, which is humbly submitted by 

My Lord, your [Sir Robert Southwell?] 


19. Massachusetts’ Agent Describes Events in London, October 16, 1690 


Honorable Sir, 

After an exceeding stormy and every 
way dangerous passage of six week^ 
and six day« thro Gods wonderful! 
mercy we arrived at Bristol! March 50th 
in the evening, and that night by the 
Post advised Mr. Mather therof; April I 
Mr. Palmer, Sherlock, Farewell, Pepoon, 
and others of their passengers came to 
Bristoll also from some place in Wales, 
by whom we understood that Mr. Bant 
was arrived at Scillie and had disposed 
of his passengers. Some went from on 
board his into another ship at sea, others 
he let go off at Scillie, and all had then- 
liber tie to go where they pleased, of 
which Mr, Nicholson can give account, 
so carefully did he observe your orders. 
April 3 their coach day we set out from 
Bristol and came hither the 5th in the 
evening, and immediately I went to 
Mr. Mather’s lodgings and there found 
our papers, we taking up at an Inn at 
first. Mr. Mather advised Sir Henry Ash- 
hurst of our arrival, who was so exceed¬ 
ing kind that the next morning he sent 
his coach to the Inn d^iring me and 


[Elisha Cooke to Simon Bradstreet, London, Oct. 
16, i6go. Mass. Hist. Soc., Proceedings, 45 (1912), 

644-54] 

Mr. Oakes to keep the sabbath with 
him at Mr. Baxter’s meeting and dine 
with him; this day Mr. Dudley came to 
towne, Mr. Randolph the day before us. 
Sir Edmund and others the day after. 
Monday with Sir Henry Ashhurst we 
went to Whitehall to the Earle of 
Shrewsberry, delivered your honors let¬ 
ter, and prayd his favor to gaine us an 
opportunity to wait on his Majestic, and 
the next morning being ushered by him, 
presented the Ck>lonies Address to his 
Majestic at his Court at Kensington, 
which after being read to him by Sir H. 
Ashhurst he was pleased graciously to 
accept and sayd he would consider it: 
we went immediately to the Queenes 
Lodgings with the Address, but she be¬ 
ing then indisposed, which condnued 
some time, that Address was not pre¬ 
sented dll the 21th, and then being 
ushered by her Majesdes Chamberlain, 
the Marquis of Winchester, and the Ad¬ 
dress read to her by Sir H. Ashhurst, her 
Majestic was pleased to say to us she 
would be kind to N. England, and as 
kind as the King; there being in that 
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Address, as your honor may remember, 
an intimation of the King's kindness. 
But to return to the 8th April!, being 
upon the Exchange just before we went 
to Kensington with the Address, we 
met with a Notification from the Lords 
of the Committee for Trade and Planta¬ 
tions, intimating that they expected our 
attendance on their Lordships at the 
Council Chamber the Thursday follow¬ 
ing about the business of N. England, 
and respecting his Majesties Letter of 
Command for sending over Sir Edmund 
Andros and others, that were under 
Restraint there. At the time we ap¬ 
peared, when their Lordships told us 
that some Gentlemen were lately come 
from N. E., and that Sir Edmund Andros 
and others that had been sent over ac¬ 
cording to his Majesties Command had 
moved for their discharge, that they 
might attend their particular business; 
their Lordships desired us, if we had any 
thing to object against them, to lay it 
before their Lordships, and also in¬ 
quired whither we had any Credentials, 
and who the persons were that were 
therby impowered, for that their names 
ought to be upon Record there. We an¬ 
swered that we had brought Credentials, 
but had them not there, and that we 
had also brought some testimonies of 
matter of fact respecting Sir Edmund 
Andros and others, which we hoped 
would sufficiently vindicate the proceed¬ 
ings of the present Government in N. E. 
against them; but we were some of us 
but just arrived and all of us strangers 
to the proceedings of that Honorable 
Board, and therefore prayed that we 
might appeare and answer by our Coun¬ 
cil, and that time might be allowed them 
to peruse our papers, and then to draw 
up what might be proper. The Lord 
President replyed the request was very 
reasonable, and after taking our Names 
in writing beginning with Sir H. Ash- 
hurst and so on by the Secretary Mr. 
Blathwait, we were desired to withdraw, 
and soon after called in and told by my 
Lord President that their Lordships had 


ordered that we should appeare again 
that day seven night, being the 17th 
Aprill, with our Council, two of a side, 
and no more, and in the meane time 
should leave with the Secretary our 
Objections in writing on the Munday 
following (being the 14th day), that so 
Sir Edmund might have time to answer 
them, and that at our next appearing we 
should bring our Credentials. At the time 
appointed Mr. Humphryes, our solicitor, 
carryed the Objections to Mr. Blathwait: 
but when the Objections were drawne 
up a discourse was raysed among our¬ 
selves about the signing of them, upon 
which our Council being consulted sayd 
there was indeed no need to sign them, 
their Lordships having taken our names 
already and recorded them with our 
Quality, and because we were properly 
but upon the Defensive side (the King’s 
Command to send over Sir Edmund, and 
also this meeting of the Committee 
being both at his sollicitation), our busi¬ 
ness was therfore to offer the Reasons 
of the confinement of Sir Edmund An¬ 
dros and his Crew, setting forth their 
Male Administrations of the Govern¬ 
ment, and thereby vindicate the people 
in the matter of the Revolution. After 
delivering the Objections I assisted Mr. 
Humphryes in drawing up the Brieff, 
and proceeded so fair therin as he 
thought their Lordships would have 
patience to heare at one sitting, coppeys 
of which are herewith sent. On the 17th 
day we appeared at the Council Cham¬ 
ber, Mr. Blathwait then calling us each 
by name under the Character of the 
N. E. Agents: And after our appearance 
was observed we acquainted their Lord- 
ships that we had entertained Sir John 
Somers and Mr. Ward as our Council, 
and prayed they might be heard in be- 
halfe of the Colonie. Then our Council 
proceed[ed] and acquainted their Lord- 
ships that according to the Order of 
that Honorable Board the Matters ob¬ 
jected against Sir Edmund Andros and 
the other Gentlemen with him were 
delivered to Mr. Blathwaite the Munday 
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before, and supposed the partyes con¬ 
cerned had taken coppyes thereof. Sir 
George Treby and Sir Robert Sawyer 
appearing as Council on the other side 
sayd they had; and then Sir George be¬ 
gan as it were by way of complaint, and 
sayd they had been imprisoned and very 
hardly dealt with for a considerable 
dme, and thereby put to great Costs 
and damages and the like. Sir John 
Somers replying said. It’s true we are 
properly in this Case on the defensive 
part, and if these Gentlemen have any 
thing to charge us with we shall be 
ready to answere them. 

Then Sir Robert Sawyer (the quon¬ 
dam Kings Attorney that prosecuted 
the Quo Warrantos and Scire facias 
against the Colonie) verry fiercely enum¬ 
erated the pretended Crimes that Mr. 
Randolph had formerly suggested against 
the Country, and for which he sayd a 
Quo Warranto and Scire facias had been 
issued out and Judgment thereupon 
given against them, and their Charter 
declared forfeited, and that they de¬ 
served far greater punishment than 
meerly the loss of their Charter Privi- 
ledges; but in the close of this stormy 
Harangue (to prevent his receiving any 
answer) acknowledged that what he had 
sayd was forreign to the present Case; 
whereupon one of the Lords sayd, let us 
keep to the present matter before us. 
And then Mr. Blathwat the Secretary 
was ordered to read the paper of Objec¬ 
tions against Sir Edmd. Andros, etc., 
which after his acquainting the Board 
when and of whom he received it, he 
read; then our Council declared that 
they were ready, and came prepared to 
prove aE or any of those Articles, as 
their Lordships should please to appoint. 
Then they were ordered to proceed, and 
the first Article being read again, and 
Sir Edmund asked what he sayd to the 
fimt part of it relating to the Proclama¬ 
tion, he peremptorily denyed that any 
such Proclamation was ever emitted by 
him, and the rest of his Accomplices 
shewed their Assent to what he sayd by 


their Reverence to the Board, when he 
had done speaking. Then the printed 
Proclamation was produced and de¬ 
livered to the Board, which most plainly 
proved the charge, and that under his 
owne and his Secretary Wests hands: 
then Sir John Somers proceed[ed] and 
sayd, we will now prove the second part 
of the first Article, viz. that Sir Edmd. 
Andros endeavoured to stifle the news 
of his present Majesties landing, and 
caused him that carryed his Declaration 
thither to be imprisoned as bringing a 
seditious and treasonable paper; and to 
prove this, here is first the testimony of 
the verry person that was imprisoned, 
which we pray may be read: then the 
Lord President sayd, but who are they 
that make these Objections; who was 
answered that we appear here in be- 
halfe of the Country that imploy us, 
and are ready to proceed in proving 
them. Lord President. But who im¬ 
prisoned Sir Edmd. Andros and the rest? 
Sir J. Somers. The Country, my Lord, 
the people of the place, who being un¬ 
der the oppression of an arbitrary Gov¬ 
ernment did there as we did here, arose 
as one man and tooke the oppertunity 
from the News they had of the Revolu¬ 
tion here to free themselves from such 
a yoake, and also secure the country for 
their present Majesties. Sir Robert Saw¬ 
yer, with heat and noyse. You say it 
was done by the people, but it was by 
the Rabble spirited by the faction to 
overthrow the Government. Sir J. Som¬ 
ers. It was done just as it was here by 
a general concurrence of the people of 
all degrees, and if you will say the Revo¬ 
lution here was done by the Rabble, you 
may. Mr. Ward. They acted like English¬ 
men and good subjects, and showed 
their good affection and loyalty to the 
English Interest and their present Maj¬ 
esties in securing that country to the 
Crowne of England, and are no more 
to blame in that matter than we here 
in England. Lord P. You say it was done 
by the country and by the people, that 
is nobody. Let us see A, B. G. D. the 
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persons that will make it tlieir owne 
case, and make tMs charge, that we may 
know who we have to do with, for that 
Paper is not signed by anybody. Sir J. 
Sfomers], We are my Lord in behalfe of 
the Ckaantry, and are imployed by the 
Ck)lonie to manage their concern as 
such, and not in the behalfe of any par¬ 
ticular persons. That is not our business; 
and we are ready to prove all these Ob¬ 
jections, if your Lordshi|» please, or 
such of them as your Lordships shall 
ple^e to order. Then one of the Agents 
standing just behind the Council to 
whls|^ them as thore might be oc¬ 
casion, sayd to Sir |. S[omers], if the 
stick be for that the paper of Objections 
is not signed by the Agents, we will 
some of us signe it now immediately, 
hut he xeplyed no, we are in our way, 
and have attended the direction of the 
Board; and if they will bring it off thus, 
they may. Lord P. but who are these 
persons, we ware told that you had 
Credentials. Sir J. S|omers|. Yes, my 
Lord, and here they are, th^rn opened 
your Commission and offered it to he 
read. Lord P. Who is it from? Mr. Ward. 
The Colonie of the Massachusetts, my 
Lord, and under their scale, which 
plainly showes the peisom that are im- 
powered and by whome, hut if the de- 
signe be to make particular men espouse 
this matter as their owne Case, and so 
render themselves lyable to personal Ac¬ 
tions, that would be mmt unreasonable 
and unjust, it being the a>nceme of 
the Colonie, and not of any particular 
persons. Lord P. You say true, and may 
he sure that no such thing would he 
countenanced by this Honorahle Board. 
Then one of the Lords sayd, I perceive 
the Revolution was there as it was here, 
by the unanimous agreement of the peo¬ 
ple. For who seized and imprisoned the 
late Lord Chancellor? Who- seized the 
Lords such and such, naming several, 
and secured the Garrison at Hull, etc. 
I think we understand the matter well 
enough, and see no reason why we may 
not goe forward in hearing the prooh 


Another spoke to the same purpose, and 
added that the people were to be com¬ 
mended for what they had done, and 
desired they might proceed in the proof. 
Lord P. applying himselfe to the Agents 
sayd. Gentlemen, here has been a pretty 
deale of time spent. My Lords will give 
his Majestic a tme and impartial Ac¬ 
count of what has been sayd on both 
sides, and waite his Majesties further 
pleasure in the matter, and you may 
withdraw for the present. The verry 
next day we were told by a person of 
good intelligence, that Sir Edmund and 
the rest of them were dismissed their 
Attendance at Court, and the day after, 
vizt. the 19th, that they would be intro¬ 
duced by some body to kiss the King^s 
hand, which honor tis sayd they and Mr. 
Lidgett had the Munday or Tuesday fol¬ 
lowing: the Thursday after, being the 
24th, the Lords of the Committee made 
their Report to the King in Council, 
which his Majestic was pleased to ap¬ 
prove, and then ordered the matter to 
be dismissed, and Sir Edmund and the 
rest discharged, and set at liberty, as 
you will find by the Coppy. Aftaward 
we pursued our great business, the set¬ 
tlement of the Government, which most 
friends judged would best be effected 
by a new Grant: we came in a verry 
ill time for our business. The Parlia¬ 
ment being sitting, and the King pre¬ 
paring for his Expediuon into Ireland; 
However we were in great hopes of 
effecting it before his departure, but by 
an unaccountable providence were de¬ 
layed therein, and so prevented by loos¬ 
ing the verry season. May 25 th at night, 
Mr. Shrimpton came to towne with your 
honors packet, having laine at Scillie 
three weekes. The next day we endeav¬ 
ored to present the Address, but his 
Majestic being extreame busy in his 
preparations for Ireland, could not be 
come at; therefore least that and the 
Express directed to the Earle of Shrews¬ 
bury (who was then sick and had also 
desired to lay downe his place) at the 
Earle of Nottingham, then and still the 
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only principal Secxetaxy of State, his 
Office. On the 28th day a Notification 
was sent us to the Exchange from the 
Lords of the Committee for Trade, etc., 
directed as per the Coppy, to attend 
their Lordships the next day. We went 
up accordingly, accompanyed with sev¬ 
eral Gentlemen of good quality, and 
friends to N. E., an Account of which 
dayes Action and of the several letter 
from N. E. then read at the Board, your 
Honor may have from Mr. Shrimpton, 
Mr. Heath Nicholson and others, which 
to write would swell this too large. But 
your Honors will (I believe) have a more 
full Account thereof by a friend. In 
the dose of this hearing Sir Edmund 
Andros presented a large paper to the 
Board, what preceeded being I suppose 
the more advantagiously to usher in 
this, which he calls an Account of the 
forces raysed in N. E. for the Defence 
of the Country against the Indians, etc., 
setting forth his care and paines taken 
for the security of the Country, and that 
by reason of the Revolution all his 
measures were broken, the Forts de¬ 
serted, souldiers debauched and re¬ 
turned home, and thereupon the Coun¬ 
try destroyed by the Enemy, etc., as per 
the Coppy appears. The next day our 
Answer (Coppy whereof you also have) 
was drawne up, and the day following 
we carryed it to the Lord President's 
Lodgings and acquainted his Lordship 
that our Answer to Sir Edmund's paper 
was ready, and prayed to know when we 
might lay it before their Lordships, who 
told us that the Committee would not 
sit till the King was gone; who went 
June the 4th, and therefore sometime 
afterwards leaft our Answer with Mr. 
Blathwayt, Secretary to the Committee. 
June the 12 th, upon the Exchange we 
were served with a [summons] directed 
to one of their Majestie's Messengers to 
attend the Lords of the Council the 14th 
Instant, etc. See the Coppy. That day 
we attended with some Gentlemen with 
us, but were not called, but at last re¬ 
ferred to the 19 th. And then Mr. Ran¬ 
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dolph offered a large complaint against 
the present Government of N. E. of 
their Irregular trade since the Revolu¬ 
tion, with a prayer therein for his con¬ 
tinuance in the Office of Collector, etc 
See the Coppy, which being read was 
followed with long harangue from two 
of the Commissioners of the Customes, 
setting forth that it was the manner of 
New England men so to trade under 
their former Government, and that un¬ 
less the King did send them a Governor 
again they would never be brought to 
a due obser\^ance of the acts of trade, 
making large speeches to that purpose, 
and withall commending Mr. Randolphs 
care and diligence in his office. We 
prayed a copy of Mr. Randolph's paper, 
that we might give our answer thereto, 
which we doubted not would be to their 
Lordships full satisfaction, whereupon 
we were ordered to appeare the next 
Council day, being the 25th June, vid. 
Order of Council. An Answer was im¬ 
mediately drawne, and we attended with 
it that day expecting to be called. The 
Council once caBing for us inquired by 
the officer at the door whither we were 
ready -with our Answer. We told him we 
were, but others were called in: at night 
we were called into the Council Cham¬ 
ber, and told by my Lord President, 
that they had not time to heare us then, 
but would take in our Answer that Mr. 
Randolph might have a coppy of it, and 
that all parties concerned were ordered 
to attend the Council July the 2d, and 
then he sayd they would come to a set¬ 
tlement of the matter. That day also we 
attended till or within night, having 
several times given notice that we were 
attendfing], to be heard upon our An¬ 
swer to Mr. Randolphs paper; but the 
Council brake up without any Order 
concerning it, and so were dismissed 
sine die: so that neither our Answer to 
Sir Edmunds nor that to Mr. Randolphs 
Account were ever read publickly. Cap¬ 
tain Sampson came not hither with his 
ship til October 9th, who drowned your 
Honors letters to your Agents when he 
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saw he must be taken. Sir, there has 
been a wonderful! omission of Return¬ 
ing the Coppys of the Bonds of ship 
Masters according to the Acts of Trade, 
which I could no wayes excuse, but by 
the hopes they were drowned; therefore 
please to order Mr. Addington to be 
your Honors Monitor for the future, for 
great advantage is taken against us 
therby. It will be also N. E*s Interest 
that Colonel Sloughter the present Gov¬ 
ernor of New York be veiy civilly 
treated, who ’tis sayd is a true English 
man and came over with the King from 
Holland on that Account, and its most 
probable may have orders to inspect 
Matters with you, and make his Report 
hither: its therefore necessary that he 
have a right information of things, and 
the true state of the Country, and that 
before his undemtanding be vitiated by 
the poyson of your N. E. toryes, which 
doubtless they wrill endeavor to Instill. 
Sir, I am heartily sorry that my country 
men have been so unkind to themselves 
and to your Honor (which I observe in 
their Election) as [to] deprive themselves 
and you at such a time, of such helping 
hands as were both able and willing to 
serve them: to my certain knowledge 
Major Richards was a true, faithfull and 
willing Brudg to his Country from the 
time of the Revolution till my depar¬ 
ture, and is stil I doubt not so kind as 
to give his advice and counsell in all 
your arduous and difficult matters, tho 
deprived of his vote therein, and so Mr. 
Shrimpton: I doubt there was not that 
due regard had to the Rules of the 
Charter as ought to be; the due observa¬ 
tion wherof would be as wel our In¬ 
terest as security. It wbs^ our great un- 
happyness that your Honors Advice, 
given the day after the Revolution, for 
settling the Government on its first and 
proper Basis was not then attended; and 
is the opinion of the thinking men on 
this side the water. Sir, upon Mr. 
Shrimptons coming to towne we bespake 
the tnalrifip- of 500 aimes in hope to have 
d«patched Welsteed as soon as they 


were made, but he not coming hither dll 
June the gth and the French Fleet com¬ 
ing into the Channell within few days 
after and continuing Masters therof and 
so of the seas till about the middle of 
August, when they returned home, and 
after that a strict Embargo here dll our 
Fleet was fitted and sdU continuing, 
prevented his despatch so long that it 
was judged not safe to venture with his 
sloop in the winter, and is therefore layd 
up, and the Armes shipt on Captain 
Prince going on Account of several Mer¬ 
chants, and in part on Account of the 
Colonie; powder also goes on several 
ships as Merchandize which we per- 
swaded several friends to ship who do 
it more to serve the Country than for 
their owne profit, and Mr, Welsteed is 
going passenger in Captain Browne. 
Captain Martin either carelessly or wil¬ 
fully ran his ship on shoare with his 
sheet Anchor at the Bow at Mai^ets 
August 31, bulged her on the Rocks, 
made her a wreck and sold her, having 
much dammaged his sayls and what else 
was perishable: he had insured his ship, 
yet keeps out of sight, and its thought 
so much of his business is knowne that 
he will verry hardly gett his money of 
the Insurers, your fifty pound Bill to be 
sure will faile being payd by him, tho I 
believe it may be recovered at home, of 
wMch more hereafter when better in¬ 
formed. Sir, since the Kings coming 
home we have been endeavoring to ef¬ 
fect our main Concerne, but the great 
and general concerns of the Nation re¬ 
specting the present warr, and the prepa¬ 
ration for the next Campaign and sum¬ 
mers Fleet crowd out our comparatively 
small one, the Parliament being sitting 
and busyed about that Affaire. We have 
good encouragement given us by sev¬ 
eral, but the Issue is with the Lord. It 
seems to me strange that Plymouth Gol- 
onie make no application to his Maj¬ 
estic in all this yeare. They had like to 
have put into Colonel Sloughter*s Com¬ 
mission and annexed to N. York Gov¬ 
ernment; pray Sir, to give my service to 
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Governor Hinckley with information 
therof; my hearty service to Madame 
Bradstreet, praying her to be kind to 
the poor widowlike Gentlewoman at my 
house; the same Mn Danforth and the 
rest of the Gentlemen of the Council, 
begging the continuance of your pray¬ 
ers for. Sir, your Honom most humble 
servant 

Elisha Cooke. 

Sir, yours per Blake who is arrived in 
some part of Scotland is received this 
day being the i8th October. 

I know your Honor will be surprised 


at the sight of this letter being in halfe 
sheets of which I am not a little 
ashamed, but the truth is that after I 
had wxitt it Mr. 0[akes] came into the 
Chamber in the evening and wanting 
halfe a sheet of paper splitt this, think¬ 
ing it had been deane paper, for which 
he has reason to beg pardon, it being 
just before it should have been sealed 
and delivered to Mr, Heath Just going 
and therfore could not be transcribed. 
I have herewith also sent Coppyes of 
Petitions from some Gentlemen in 
Charlestowne, etc. [Endorsed] October 
10 1690. E, C. to Gov. Bradstreet. 


Winning a New Charter 

20. The Role of Increase Mather, 1691 


The King was in Holland when I had 
this discourse with the Queen, (1691), 
but returned to London that moneth. 
I was very desirous once more to plead 
with the King and to be^ his favor to 
New England. The Earle of devonshire 
spoke to the King praying I might have 
Access to his Majesty. On April. 28. I 
was admitted into his bedchamber. What 
then passed was as followeth. Mather. I 
most humbly thank your MaJ^ty, in that 
you were graciously pleased to signify to 
my Lord Devonshire, That I might have 
leave to wayt on your Majesty in the be- 
halfe of New England. None of your 
subjects are or can be more in your In¬ 
terest than they are. Nor are there any 
that do pray more for your long life, 
and happy reign and the success of your 
Armes. King. Sir, what do you desire I 
should do for them? Mather. May it 
please your Majesty that they may be 
restored to their auncient priviledges, 
and that their settlement may be expe¬ 
dited. They have an humble confidence 


[Hall, ed., *‘TIie Antobiogiaphy Jmsxax 
Mather/’ Amor. Andq. &k:,. 
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that through your Majesties ^scKin^e^ 
they shall he made happy in having their 
auncient priviledges r^tored to Aon, 
which will c2Lime your subj^ects there to 
be your servants forever. And your Name 
will then be great and famom in thme 
ends of the earth unto all ftostoity. Your 
Maj^ty has bin graciously pleased to le- 
feir the consideration of this afeir to 
the two Chief Jusdc« with the Attorney 
and Soliicitor general. We only pray 
humbly, that what they have thought 
reasonable for us to desire may te 
granted by your ^Majesty. King. I expect 
within 2 or 3 daytt to have a Report 
from the Committee of Lards for Planta¬ 
tions, and then shall see what may be 
done. Mather. Your MaJ-esties subjects 
have bin willing to venture their lives 
to inlarge your dominions. That ttpe- 
dition against Canada was a great and 
a noble undertaking, and they are wil¬ 
ing to do the like again, if encouraged 
by your Majesty. May it please your IvfaJ- 
esty in your great wisedom to consider 
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the circumstances of that people. As in 
your wisedom you have considered the 
circumstances of England and of Scot¬ 
land. In New England they differ from 
other plantations. They are such as are 
called congregational men and Presby¬ 
terians. So that such a Governor will not 
suit with the people of New England as 
may be very proper for the other Eng¬ 
lish plantations. 

Having thus spoken, I bowed to the 
King and Hee iimnediatly went out of 
his bedchamber into his closet. 

Two dayes after this the Council mett 
at Whitehall. The King then declared 
that the Agents of New England should 
nominate a person to him to be their 
Governor, who might, in respect of his 
perswasion in matters of Religion, be 
sutable for them. I remember a Lord 
(some time after) sayd, that the reason 
of the Kings so expressing Himselfe, was 
the Impression which the words I had 
spoken to him but two dayes before, 
had made upon his spirit. 

The King returned to Holland again 
within two dayes after this. Nevertheless 
before Hee went, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and Mr Charleton did on 
my desires sollicit and pray his Majesty 
to be kind to New England. 

October. 23. The King being newly 
returned to England again, the Earle of 
Nottingham introduced me to him, only 
to kiss his hand, and bid him welcome 
to England again. The King when Hee 
first saw me, smiled on me, and stepped 
aside to me, graciously telling me that 
Hee was glad to see me. 

Altho I had not obtained all for New 
England which I desired and to my ut¬ 
most endeavord to get for them, I 


thought it my duty to Thank, not only 
God, but the King for what kindness had 
bin shewed to that people. And I there¬ 
fore proposed to the Earle of Notting¬ 
ham, that Hee would please again to^ 
introduce me to his Majesty, which Hee 
very readily did, on Novbr. 4. the King 
then being in the secretary of states of¬ 
fice, none present but my Lord Notting¬ 
ham and the Earles of devon, and Port¬ 
land. I then sayd, I do in the behalfe 
of New England most humbly thank 
your Majesty in that you have bin 
pleased by a charter to restore English 
liberties to them, to confirm them in 
their properties, and to grant them some 
peculiar priviledges. I doubt not but 
that your subjects there will demean 
themselves with that dutyfull affection 
and loyalty to your Majesty, as that you 
will see cause to inlarge your Royal 
favors towards them. And I do most 
humbly thank your Majesty in that you 
have bin pleased to give Leave to th«e 
that are concerned for New England to 
nominate their Governor. Sir William 
Phips has bin nominated by us at the 
Council Board. Hee has done a good 
Service for the Crown by inlarging your 
dominions and reducing Nova Scotia to 
your obedience. I know that Hee will 
Faithfully serve your Majesty to the ut¬ 
most of his capacity, and if your Maj¬ 
esty shall think fit to confirm him in 
that place, it will be a further obhga- 
tion on your subjects there. The King 
Replyed, I shall take that Colony under 
my protection, and do what is in me for 
their encouragement. And shall take 
what concerns the Government there 
into my consideration. 


1. The Massachusetts Charter of 1691 


And Wee doe further for Us Our 
Heires and Successors Will Establish and 
ordeyne that from henceforth for ever 


[Thorpe, Federal and State Constitutions^ HI, 
1877-83] 

there shall be one Goverour One Leiu- 
tenant or Deputy Governour and One 
Secretary of Our said Province or Terri- 
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tory to be from time to time appointed 
and Gommissionated by Us Our Heires 
and Successors and Eight and Twenty 
Assistants or Councillors to be advising 
and assisting to the Governour of Our 
said Province or Territory for the time 
being as by these presents is hereafter 
directed and appointed which said 
Councillors or Assistants are to be Con¬ 
stituted Elected and Chosen in such 
forme and manner as hereafter in these 
presents is expressed. ^ And further 
Wee Will and by these presents for Us 
Our Heires and Successors doe ordeyne 
and Grant that there shall and may be 
convened held and kept by the Gov- 
emour for the time being upon every 
last Wednesday in the Moneth of May 
every yeare for ever and at all such other 
times as the Governour of Our said 
Province shall think fitt and appoint a 
great and Generali Court of A^embly 
Which said Great and Generali Court 
of Assembly shall consist of the Gover¬ 
nour and Councill or Assistants for the 
time being and of such Freeholders of 
Our said Province or Territory as sbaTI 
be from time to time elected or deputed 
by the Major parte of the Freeholders 
and other Inhabitants of the respective 
Townes and Plac^ who shall be present 
at such Elections Each of the said 
Townes and Places being hereby im- 
powered to Elect and Depute Two Per¬ 
sons and noe more to serve for and rep¬ 
resent them respectively in the said 
Great and Generali Court or Assembly 
To which Great and Generali Court or 
A^embly to be held as a foresaid Wee 
doe hereby for Us Our Heires and Suc¬ 
cessors give and grant full power and 
authority from time to time to direct 
appoint and declare what Number each 
County Towne and Place shall Elect 
and Depute to serve for and represent 
them respectively in the said Great and 
Generali Court or Assembly Provided 
alwayes that noe Freeholder or other Per¬ 
son shall have a Vote in the Election of 
Members to serve in any Create and 
Generali Court or Assembly to be held 
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as aforesaid who at the time of such 
Election shall not have an estate of Free¬ 
hold in Land within Our said Province 
or Territory to the value of Forty Shill¬ 
ings per Annum at the least or other 
estate to the value of Forty pounds SterF 
And that every Person who shaE be soe 
elected shall before he sitt or Act in the 
said Great and Generali Court or As¬ 
sembly take the Oaths mentioned in an 
Act of Parliament made in the first 
yeare of Om Reigne Endtuled an Act 
for abrogateing of the Oaths of Allegi¬ 
ance and Supremacy and appointing 
other Oaths and thereby appointed to 
be taken instead of the Oaths of Al¬ 
legiance and Supremacy and shall make 
Repeat and Subscribe the Declaration 
mentioned in the said Act before the 
Governour and lieutenant or Deputy 
Governor or any two of the .Assistants 
for the time being who shaH be there¬ 
unto authorized and AppDinted by Our 
said Governour and that the Governour 
for the time being shall have full power 
and Authori.ty from time to time as he 
shall Judge nec^saiy to adjoume Pro¬ 
rogue and dissolve aH Gr^t and Gen¬ 
erali Courte or Assemblyes met and con¬ 
vened as aforesaid And Our Will and 
Pleasure is and Wee dc« hereby for Us 
Our Heir« and Successors Grant Estab¬ 
lish and Ordeyne that yearly once ha 
every yeare for ever hereafter the afore¬ 
said Number of Eight and Twenty 
Goundllois or Assistants shall be by the 
Generali Court or Assembly newly 
chosen that is to say Eighteen at 
of the Inhabitants or of Propiietors of 
Lands within the Territory formerly 
called the Collony of Massachusetis Bay 
and four at the least of the Inhabitants 
of or Proprietors of Lands within the 
Territory formerly called New Plymouth 
and three at the least of the Inhabitants 
of or Proprietors of Land within the 
Territory formerly called the Province 
of Main and one at the least of the In¬ 
habitants of or Proprietors of Land 
within the Territory lying between the 
River of Sagadahoc and Nova Scotia 
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And that the said Councillors or Assist¬ 
ants or any of them shall or may at any 
time hereafter be removed or displaced 
from their respective Places or Trust of 
Councillors or Assistants by any Great or 
Generali Court or Assembly And that 
if any of the said Councillors or Assist¬ 
ants shall happen to dye or be removed 
as aforesaid before the Generali day of 
Election That then and in every such 
Case the Great and Generali Court or 
Assembly at their first sitting may pro¬ 
ceed to a New Election of one or more 
Councillors or Assistants in the roome 
or place of such Councillors or Assist¬ 
ants soe dying or removed And Wee doe 
further Grant and Ordeyne that it shall 
and may be lawfull for the said Gov- 
ernour with the advice and consent of 
the Council! or Assistants from time to 
time to nominate and appoint Judges 
Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer 
Sheriffs Provosts IV^arshalls Justices of 
the Peace and other Officers to Our 
Councill and Courts of Justice belonging 
Provided alwayes that noe such Nomi¬ 
nation or Appointment of Officers be 
made without notice first given or sum¬ 
mons issued out seaven dayes before 
such Nomination or Appointment unto 
such of the said Councillors or Assist¬ 
ants as shall be at that time resideing 
within Our said Province ... And fur- 
ther Our Will and Pleasure is and Wee 
doe hereby for Us Our Heires and Suc¬ 
cessors Grant Establish and Ordaine 
That all and every of the Subjects of Us 
Our Heires and Successors which shall 
goe to and Inhabit within Our said 
Province and Territory and every of 
their Children which shall happen to 
be born there or on the Seas in goeing 
thither or returning from thence shall 
have and enjoy all Libertyes and Im¬ 
munities of Free and naturall Subjects 
within any of the Dominions of Us Our 
Heires and Successors to all Intents 
Constructions and purposes whatsoever 
as if they and every of them were borne 
within this Our Realme of England and 
for the greater Ease and Encouragement 


of Our Loveing Subjects Inhabiting our 
said Province or Territory of the Massa¬ 
chusetts Bay and of such as shall come 
to Inhabit there Wee doe by these pres¬ 
ents for us Our heires and Successors 
Grant Establish and Ordaine that for 
ever hereafter there shall be a liberty 
of Conscience allowed in the Worshipp 
of God to all Christians (Except Papists) 
Inhabiting or which shall Inhabit or 
be Resident within our said Province or 
Territory. . . 

And wee doe of our further Grace cer- 
taine knowledge and meer motion Grant 
Establish and Ordaine for Us our heires 
and Successors that the great and Gen¬ 
erali Court or Assembly of our said 
Province or Territory for the time being 
Convened as aforesaid shall for ever 
have full Power and Authority to Erect 
and Constitute Judicatories and Courts 
of Record or other Courts to be held in 
the name of Us Our heires and successors 
for the Hearing Trying and Determin¬ 
ing of all manner of Crimes Offences 
Pleas Processes Plaints Actions Matters 
Causes and things whatsoever ariseing 
or happening within Our said Province 
or Territory or between persons Inhabit¬ 
ing or resideing there whether the same 
be Criminall or Civil! and whether the 
said Crimes be Capitall or not CapitaE 
and whether the said Pleas be Reall per¬ 
sonal! or mixt and for the awarding and 
makeing out of Execution thereupon 
To which Courts and Judicatories wee 
doe hereby for us our heirs and Suc¬ 
cessors Give and Grant full power and 
Authority from time to time to Ad¬ 
minister oathes for the better Discovery 
of Truth in any matter in Controversy 
or depending before them And wee 
doe for us Our Heires and Successors 
Grant Establish and Ordaine that the 
Governor of our said Province or Terri¬ 
tory for the time being with the Coun¬ 
cill or Assistants may doe execute or 
performe all that is necessary for the 
Probate of Wills and Granting of Ad¬ 
ministrations for touching or concerning 
any Interest or Estate which any person 
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or persons shall have within our said 
Province or Territory... 

And we doe further for us our Heires 
and Successors Give and Grant to the 
said Governor and the great and Gen¬ 
erali Court or Assembly of our said 
Province or Territory for the time being 
full power and Authority from time to 
time to make ordaine and establish all 
manner of wholsome and reasonable 
Orders Laws Statutes and Ordinances 
Directions and Instructions either with 
penalties or without (soe as the same be 
not repugnant or contrary to the Lawes 
of this our Realme of England) as they 
shall Judge to be for the good and wel¬ 
fare of our said Province or Territory 
And for the Government and Ordering 
thereof and of the People Inhabiting 
or who shall Inhabit the same and for 
the necessary support and Defence of 
the Government thereof And wee doe 
for us our Heires and Successors Give 
and grant that the said Generali Court 
or Assembly shall have full power and 
Authority to name and settle annually 
all Civill Officers -within the said Prov¬ 
ince such Officers Excepted the Election 
and Constitution of whome wee have 
by these presents reserved to us Our 
Heires and Successors or to the Gover¬ 
nor of our said Province for the time 
being and to Settforth the severaU Du¬ 
des Powers and Lymitts of every such 
Officer to be appointed by the said Gen¬ 
erali Court or Assembly and the formes 
of such Oathes not repugnant to the 
Lawes and Statutes of this our Realme 
of England as shall be respecdvely Ad¬ 
ministered unto them for the Execution 
of their several! Offices and places And 
alsoe to impose Fines mulcts Imprison¬ 
ments and other Punishments And to 
impose and leavy proportionable and 
reasonable Assessments Rates and Taxes 
upon the Estates and Persons of aU and 


every the Proprietors and Inhabitants 
of our said Province or Territory . . . 
Provided alwaies and Wee doe by these 
presents for us Our Heires and Suc¬ 
cessors Establish and Ordaine that in 
the frameing and passing of all such 
Orders Laws Statutes and Ordinances 
and in all Elections and Acts of Gov¬ 
ernment whatsoever to be passed made 
or done by the said Generali Court or 
Assembly or in Coundll the Governor 
of our said Province or Territory of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England for 
the time being shall have the Negative 
voice and that -without his consent or 
Approbation signified and declared in 
Writeing no such Orders Law Statutes 
Ordinances Elections or other Acts of 
Government whatsoever soe to be made 
passed or done by the said Generali As¬ 
sembly or in Council! shall be of any 
Force effect or validity anything herein 
contained to the contrary in anywise 
notwithstanding And wee doe for us 
Our Heir^ and Successors Establish and 
Ordaine that the said Orders Laws 
Statutes and Ordinances be by the fiast 
opportunity after the makeing thereof 
sent or Transmitted unto us Our Heires 
and Successors under the Publique Seale 
to be appointed by us for Our or their 
approbation or Disallowance And that 
incase all or any of them shall at any 
time -within the space of three years 
next after the same shall have presented 
to us our Heires and Successors in Our 
or their Privy Coundll be disallowed 
and rejected and soe signified by us Our 
Heires and Successors under our or their 
Signe Manuall and Signett or by or in 
our or their Privy Coundll unto the 
Governor for the time being then such 
and soe many of them as shall be soe 
disallowed and r[e]jected shall thence¬ 
forth cease and determine and become 
utterly void and of none effect. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


SEEDS OF DISCONTENT 


T he “Protestant Wind” which carried William of Orange to the 
throne of England in 1688 was to have momentous repercussions in 
the American colonies. In New York, it set in motion a series of events 
which shaped the character of the colony’s politics for decades, becom¬ 
ing the touchstone in all things pertaining to government, and even 
warping the normal problems of administration and leadership. The 
consequences of the two years between 1689 and 1691 can only be sug¬ 
gested by the violence of the interpretations which have been made of 
them over the succeeding cenmries. 

Contemporaiy accoimts of the Rebellion are replete with allega¬ 
tions as to the motives, ambitions, and characters of the participants. 
The author of one account refers to his rival as “a monster begat by an 
incubus on a Scotch Witch,” and proceeds from there to let loose his 
venomed pen. These, of course, were propaganda pieces designed to 
fight current battles, and their virulence reflects the magnitude of the 
stakes involved. An outsider could write in 1695: “I do believe that 
there were some of either side who sought in what they did their own 
advantage, many who truly did intend his Majesties service and m a n y 
who blindly followed the leading men.” But ntSt until half a century 
later could a New Yoriter view these events judiciously and proclaim 
that “nothing could be more egregiously foolish, than the conduct of 
both parties, who by their intestine divisions, threw the province into 
convulsions, and sowed the seeds of mutual hatred and animosity, which 
for a long time after, greatly embarrassed the public affairs of the 
colony.” 

The period of calm appraisal was short-lived, for by the nineteenth 
century historians were again looking upon these events as the pre¬ 
cursors of their own problems. John R. Brodhead, writing in the i86o’s, 
saw the earlier conflict through spectacles distorted by the bitter strug- 
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gle then raging in the nation, and the Leislerians, to him, were rabble- 
rousers and dangerous oppressors of liberty. The weight of his scholar¬ 
ship gave his interpretation authority, and it was incorporated in the 
comprehensive study published by Herbert L. Osgood in the early 
twentieth century. This view was shortly challenged, however, by Mrs. 
Schuyler Van Rensselaer, and her interpretation was seconded later by 
Charles M. Andrews. In our own time, the pendulum has swung full, 
and the Leislerians have been treated as the advance agents of modem 
democracy. 

There is no doubt that the events of 1689-91 have provoked contro¬ 
versy and divei^ent interpretations, but the question remains why this 
should be so. What did the news of William of Orange’s invasion and of 
James II’s forced abdication really mean to New Yorkers? What were 
the latent forces unleashed in the colony by the events in the mother 
country? And what was there about the conflict in New York that should 
have created such disagreement as to its meaning and significance? 

The explanation can best be found ■within the context of two main 
themes which dominated the colony at the arrival of the “soe strange 
ne-ws” of the Glorious Revolution. The first is the underlying tension 
created by the transformation of a Dutch trading company outpost into 
a ducal proprietary and then a royal colony; the second is the imposition 
on the colony of a rigid framework which did not allow the flexibility 
essential in any groiiring society, the channel through which one group 
can strive to displace another in the stru^le for power. 

The quarter century following the English conquest of 1664 was 
clearly a transitional jjeriod. Beginning ■with the polyglot base of na¬ 
tionalities and religions inherited from the Dutch, the English gradually 
impcsed their own forms on the colony. Administrative methods and 
legal codes w^ere changed, large landed estates were converted from 
patroonships to manors, municipal corporate rights were codified, and 
English religious institutions were fostered. 

As things English gradually supplanted those of Dutch origin, there 
were bound to be points of controversy, areas of discontent, and these 
were accentuated by the economic decline that began in the 1670’s and 
continued throughout the period (No. 22). Various causes were ascribed 
by the colonial authorities for the depression—^territorial losses to other 
colonies, interference by nei^boring areas in New York’s trade, ex¬ 
ternal pr^ures from French Canada, and, as the local merchants some¬ 
times hinted, the growth of imperial trade regulations (Nos. 24 and 25) 
—and they attempted to alleviate the problem through the creation of 
monopolies and the transmfrsion of appeals to the English authorities 
(No. 23). But no relief was forthcoming. 

Complicating the colony’s economic distress -was the desire of the 
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proprietor, the Duke of York, heir presumptive to the throne, to make 
New York financially self-siipjx)rting if not profitable. This goal became 
less attainable by the mid-i68o’s as hostility increased between New 
York and its French and Indian neighbors to the north. However, the 
Duke’s fiscal hopes finally led him to authorize a legislative assembly in 
return for a promise by the colonists that they would assume a greater 
share of the financial burden of governing the colony (No. 26). 

These rapid alterations and economic uncertainties did afford an 
opportunity for shrewd individuals to gain power, prestige, and gov¬ 
ernmental positions. Men such as Nicholas Bayard, Stephanas Van 
Cortlandt, Frederick Philipse, and Robert Livingston laid the founda¬ 
tions of their fortunes during these troublesome times. But their rise 
to high stations was not unchallenged. Abraham De Peyster, Gerardus 
Beekman, Samuel Staats, Abraham CJouvemeur, and Jacob Leisler stood 
on just slightly lower rungs of the ladder in the colony’s economic, scxrial, 
and political life, and they aspired to a higher place. 

Individuals such as these were largely responsible for forcing the 
Duke’s hand on the matter of a representative assembly. To them, the 
legislature was a logical path for advancement. But once James, Duke 
of York, ascended the throne in 1685 as James II, things quickly 
changed. The King first abolished the Assembly and then incorporated 
the colony into the Dominion of New England (No. 27). The rigidity 
thus introduced into New York meant that those who had already at¬ 
tained power were confirmed in their places and those whose ambitions 
were still unfulfilled found their way blocked. The path to preferment 
lay no longer in the Icxral agencies of government, but rather in the 
complex and autocratic machinery of the Dominion at best, and at 
worst in the machinations which cxcurred within the precincts of White¬ 
hall. 

This then was the situation which made the administration of Sir 
Edmund Andros so intolerable to many New Yorkers, which made the 
prospects of overthrowing the Dominion government so attractive. 
When those in power proved timid and hesitant about embracing the 
Glorious Revolution, the discontented thought they had found a ’ray 
to restore the status quo as it had existed in the better days of Governor 
Thomas Dongan. 

Although repressed ambitions certainly provided the leadership of 
the rebellion, it required popular backing to succeed. And it is here 
that the long-term grievances and the immediate fears came into play. 
High taxes, monopolies, and economic difficulties combined with an 
unrealistic dread of a French-Indian-Catholic plot against the safety of 
Protestant New York to inflame the populace (No. 28). Thus the news 
of the Glorious Revolution brought together a series of problems, no 
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one of which was violent by itself, but in combination became an ex¬ 
plosive force which was to wrack the colony for years. 


Economic Depression 
22. Indices of Economic Difficulty 
A. New York. City Property Valuations, 1676-88 

[Minutes of the Common Council of the City of 
New York, i6jyiyy6, 8 vols. (New York, 1905), 
I, S9-37, 169, 201] 

1676 assessment of £ioS457 1^88 assessment of 78,^31 

1685 ass^ment of 75»%4 


B. Size and Price of White Bread Loaves, 1677-9 1 

[Minutes of Common Council, I, 65, 161, 173, 
195, SOS, 227, 256] 


OctohCT 17, 1677 

32 o^zs. 

s-V3<^- 

December 22, 1688 

16 OS. 

il/^d. 

April 30, 1685 

12 ozs. 

2d. 

May 9, 1691 

16 OS, 

i^d. 

January 8, 1685/6 
March 24, 1687^^ 

12 ozs. 

14 OS. 

i-2/3d. 

iY2± 

November 26, 1691 

14 OS. 



23- Controversies Over Monopolistic Privileges 
A. Petition of the Albany Merchants, April 30, 1679 


Tlie imfiCTwiitten petitioners .,. liave 
heard read or seen p<Bted a certain 
order in conndl issned at New York on 
the 21st of this month, provi'ding that 
no manchants at Alhany whatsoever are 
to do any business or carry on any trade 
overseas, which is greatly tending to 
the prejndi^ce and lo^ yes, the entire 
rain of this place, being contrary to all 
laws and statutes and very detrimental 
to the prmperity of thfe place and its 
inhabitants, it hdng a matter which 
heretofcn?e has never been qn^tioned. 


[Arnold J. F. Van Laer, ed.. Minutes of the 
Court of Alhany, Rensselaerswyck and Schenec^ 
tody, 1668-168J, 3 vols. (Albany, 1926-32), II, 
406-8] 

but a privilege which has always been 
enjoyed in all parts of His Royal High¬ 
ness’s territories, upon payment of such 
imposts and custom duties as it has 
pleased His Royal Highness or his lieu¬ 
tenants to impose upon them, which 
they have never refused to pay, but on 
the contrary have always paid in pro¬ 
portion to their ability, yes, even more 
than those of New York have paid. 

Secondly, this privilege, being the 
principal one, was unquestionably con¬ 
firmed among others by the Right Hon- 
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orable General Sir Edmund Andross 
upon Ms arrival, as may be seen from 
tbe first and second order, and more 
particularly renewed and granted in tbe 
month of June of the year 1676, when 
there was a discussion with his honor 
about the said matter. Also, that those 
of New York infringe on our rights and 
privileges by making opportunity to 
trade with the Indians, about which the 
burghers of this city presented a hum¬ 
ble petition to the governor, who made 
thereon the following apostil: *'A11 the 
former privileges are confirmed and no 
one may trade with the Christians by 
the small measure [i.e., retail], or in any 
manner with the Indians, unless he be 
a burgher or freeman." 

Furthermore, it is to be observed that: 

1. The trade with the Indians daily 
weakens and diminishes, being in the 
hands of 20 or 30 persons, and can not 
possibly support this place or its inhabi¬ 
tants. 

2. Many of the inhabitants have made 
their arrangements and preparations to 
sMp fiour, wheat and other grain across 
the sea, in order to bring trade and 
prosperity into this place and the colony, 
seeing that if they take the same to New 
York they can not get more for it than 
the merchants there are willing to give, 
as can be shown by several examples. 

5. It is an ancient privilege of the in¬ 
habitants of this city to trade over seas, 
as can be shown sufficiently by the let¬ 
ters of denization granted by the former 
governors to some of the inhabitants 
here. 

4. If none of the inhabitants of Albany 
may be over sea merchants or traders, 
they will have to sell their beavers at 
such low prices as those of New York 
will be pleased to give, and conse^ 
quently pay for all their merchandise, 
both Indian and Christian trading goods, 
as much as those of New York may be 
pleased to demand, in which case they 
will not be in a position to attract the 
Indians, who may then easily go to 


87 

Canada and deprive tMs place of the 
trade, wMch can not be of any advantage 
to the colony, but will tend to the con¬ 
siderable Jc^, detriment, and prejudice 
of Albany. 

5. It will be a great loss to us and our 
children after us if we are deprived of 
such statutes and privileges, Y^, many 
of the inhabitants who can neith^er 
trade nor do any manual IatK>r will have 
to leave, also to the great prejudice of 
mechanics in every r^pect. 

6. As to the inspection of flour, we trust 
that no fraud has ever been discovered 
about the flour which has been sMpped 
from here anywhere since Albany o-b- 
tained the privil^e in the year 1677. ^ 
the flour wMch ^>€s tMther must 
dumped and repacked and then He there 
until the merchants plea^ to buy it, 
we having no privilege to ship it, it 
will tend to our great l«s and the min 
of the entire place. 

7. Truly, Albany should encouraged 
by the extension of I|er privile^ rather 
than that the same should be abrid^d 
or that she should be totally deprived 
thereof, lying at the exneme limit of 
the colony in the w^t, in great f»ril, 
as is well known to every one. Y«, in 
case of fire alarm or in time of war 
(wMch may God prevent) with Chris¬ 
tians as well as Indiais, we must im¬ 
mediately bear the hrxmt and risk our 
liv^ and property in defense, whereas 
many private merchants, who perlia|» 
greatly envy us in this matter, are ex¬ 
posed to little risk. 

8. Truly, no light minded 'parmm. can 
be of opinion that the abridgment of 
our privileges can be of any benefit or 
profit to the colony. We have taken the 
oath of supremacy and allegiance, whiA 
many in the colony have not taken in 
that manner. We therefore dahn and 
appropriate to ourselves all suA privi¬ 
leges wMA any oAers oi his Majes^ty's 
subjects in Ais colony can claim or ap¬ 
propriate to Aemselv^- 


I 
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B. The Governor’s Response and 


Tliere was read in court the order in 
council of tlie 6t!i instant in answer to 
a certain letter . . . recommending to 
hi ft honor the contents of a certain pe¬ 
tition presented to us by the inhabitants 
of this city and colony [i.e., Albany], 
requesting that they might have the 
privilege and freedom of trading over¬ 
seas, which recommendation was re¬ 
sented by his honor, so that the mat¬ 
ter as a whole is suspended and for the 
present is to remain as ordered, etc. 

And... his honor suggests two things, 
to wit: 

1. Whether we prefer a general privilege 


C. New York City Argues for its 


This city being the metropolis of 
the province hath from ti m e to dme 
been the main support thereof, the 
flourishing or decay of which doth influ¬ 
ence all its parts, and by its industry in 
trade and ti^c maintained by its num¬ 
ber of inhabitants hath gained credit 
and reputation abroad, by whose means 
alone all foreigner's commerce and ship¬ 
ping is drawed hither. 

That the manufacture of flour and 
bread, for so we consent it may be 
properly termed, hath been and is the 
chief support of the trade and trafiSc 
to and from this city and maintenance 
of its inhabitants of all degrees, and if 
used and practised in other parts of the 
province must of necessity lessen our 
trade and consequently the number of 
our inhabitants employed therein. 

All other parts of the province have 
some particular advantage and way of 
living, as Long Island by husbandry and 


Albany’s Reaction, May 19, 1679 

[Van Laer, ed.. Minutes of the Court of Al¬ 
bany, II, 413] 

and freedom to trade and do busing 
overseas; 

2 . Or whether we desire a special privi¬ 
lege regarding the trade with the In¬ 
dians. . . . 

All of which having been duly con¬ 
sidered and deliberated upon by us [i.e., 
Albany magistrates] it is unanimously 
resolved to refer the entire matter to his 
honor, the governor general, to do 
therein as fus honor in his wisdom and 
sound judgment shall see fit, which no 
doubt will tend to the preservation and 
benefit of the place. And we shall await 
his honor's resolution in the aforesaid 
matter. 

Monopoly, April 6,1684 

[Maycor and Aldcxmen of New York to Lt, Gof. 
Thomas Dongan, Apr. 6, 1684, Minutes of Com¬ 
mon Council, I, 149-50] 

whaling, Esopus being the fat of the 
land by tillage, Albany by Indian trade 
and husbandry, this city [has] no other 
advantage or way of living but by traffic 
and dependence ... on [one] another 
chiefly upheld by the manufacture of 
flour and bread. 

To us it is evident that had all parts 
of the province equal liberty to make 
flour and bread, no part thereof would 
be advantaged thereby, but the trade so 
dispersed that it would be much im¬ 
paired if not wholly lost, and the value 
of flour and bread less to the farma: 
than now his corn is, the price of which 
is kept up by the industry of the in¬ 
habitants of diis city who first made it 
a commodity abroad, gained it reputa¬ 
tion, and are only proper to continue 
both. 

So that the establishing the making of 
flour and bread in this city only takes 
nothing from other parts of the province. 
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but removed or admitted in other parts 
will be the apparent ruin and decay of 
the same. . . . How necessary it is to 
maintain and encourage [a city], the 
want of so well a situated and such a 
number of inhabitants so incorporated 
in Virginia, Maryland and other neigh¬ 
boring parts may sufficiently demon¬ 
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strate, who though [they] have the same 
advantages from the fruits and produce 
of the earth, for want thereof can not 
accrue to that benefit in trade by hus¬ 
bandry as this province hath and doth 
enjoy by the means and encouragement 
of this city only. 


D. Leisler Attacks Monopolies, April 24, 1690 


An Act to raise throughout the whole 

gouvernment three pence in every 
pound reall and personall [property] to 
be paid the first of June and that all 
townes and places should have equall 
freedom to boult and bake and to trans- 


[Commissioners of Statutory Revision, The Co¬ 
lonial Laws of New York from the Year 1664 to 
the Revolution, 5 vols. (Albany, 1894), I, ai8] 

port where they please directly to what 
place or country they think it fitt, any¬ 
thing their places afford, and that the 
one place should have no more privileges 
than the other. 


E, Popularity of Leisler's Anti-Monopoly Stand, April 14, 1690 


I was in hopes Your Excellency 
should have heard the newes of the 
distroying Schenectady by the French 
and Indians before your departure that 
your Excellency might [have] the more 
hastned their motion at Whitehall for 
our setlement On the 9th of February 
last a Company of 250 French and In¬ 
dians came upon that place when they 
all were alseep about 11 aClock at night, 
and kiird and destroyed 60 men women 
and children, carryed 27 men and boys 
prisoners and burnt the towne. . . . The 
people of that Towne were so bygotted 

24. New York Attacked by ‘Xittle 


[We] . . . doe with all Submission 
presume to Acquaint your Excellency 
that as itt has been the Sentiments of 
all your Excellencys Predecessors ... as 


[Robert Livingston to Sir Edmund Andros, Apr. 
14 » 1690, O'Callaghan, cd.. Documents Relative 
to Colonial New York, III, 708] 

to Leisler that they would not obey any 
of the Magistrates neither would they 
entertain the souldiers sent thither by 
the [Albany] Convention.. .. 

Thus had Leisler perverted that poor 
people by his seditious letters now 
founde all bloody upon Schenectady 
streets, with the notions of a free trade, 
boalting etc. and thus they are de¬ 
stroyed; they would not watch, and wher 
Captain Sander commanded, there they 
threatened to burn him upon the fire, 
if he came upon the garde. 


Artifices,'’ February 9, 1693 

[The Mayor and Council of New York to Gov. 
Benjamin Fletcher, Feb. 9, 1693, Minutes of 
Common^ Council, I, 311*13] 

well as the Interest of the Crown That 
Trafique and Comerce (the foundation 
of Riches as well as the increase and 
Support of Empire) Should be Singularly 
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Enmuraged att iMs place (wMdi by its 
Natural Sdtiiatloii is Ck>ii¥eiiient for 
trade and Mavigatioii), They were there¬ 
fore pleased to publish and b^tow many 
Priviled^ and Franchises n|»n Such as 
would come. Settle and Inhabitt here, 
for the propagation and Increase of 
trade and Comerce, which gave Incour- 
agement to the Inhabitants of this Gitty 
to Transport thaiisel¥« from their Na¬ 
tive Cijuntry, hoping thereby to Advance 
the Interat of the Crown, and increase 
Trafique and Navigation, . . . Where¬ 
upon the Inhabitants of this their Majes¬ 
tic Cktf wee Induced with uncessant 
Laltour, great Chai^ and expence to 
enrich this hairen soile, and Supply 
Some natural defets thereof with Art 
and Industry for the Suitahle Acoomoda- 
tion of trade and Shipping, not doubting 
but this, their Endeavors, would have 
Convince all the Otho: Inhabitants of 
tMs Proviiire (who have had great Ad- 
by the Improvonent of this 
Citr?) that what has been done and 
Invented by the Cittizeiis of this Citty 
was for the Publich and Qnninon good 
of the whole Province as wel as for the 
advaneanent and intern of the Grown. 
Bat nay itt Plea^ your Excellency 
TMs Gttj noe Sewne b^an to make 
A igure in trade and grow in Reputa¬ 
tion beyond the Seas, but itt became the 
envy of our Adjacent Nei^lx>rs who 
did not cease by al their little Artifices 
to Interupt our trade, but also did re- 
pioadi us with many false Stigctions 
which, teethe with the Insinuations of 
particular pexms for their own private 
LtKxe and gain, did pixxure Consider¬ 
able brancho of the Govonunent to Ite 
lopped off; and Still not Contented with 
that Devastation, [th'ey] were lestlea un¬ 
til wee were SwaHowed up by that un¬ 
happy Annexation to 'New England, 
whCTeby our Traffique not only drooped, 
but all that was dear and Valuable 
amongst ns wholly destroy'ii That 
Igncrance which did then Spread itt Self 
throu^out the Province fLeisler's and- 
monopoly stand] hath since dropped 


Some Seeds which now begin to Sprout 
again, who will not be Contented with 
any thing Except all the Principles of 
trade he reduced to Confusion and every 
Planters Hutt throughout the Province 
become A Markett for flower and biskett 
(the only Staple Commodity of the Pro¬ 
vince) and on which the whole trade 
and Revenue doth depend. For that 
purpose. May itt Please your Excellency, 
they have Sett up bolting Mills in the 
Country in Contempt of former Orders 
Restraining the Same, and have Com¬ 
menced Suits att Law against the Citty 
officers for ascertaining the Rights 
thereof, which hath been A long time 
depending att the Supream Court and, 
after long Consideration and Advice^ 
ment of the Judges thereupon, att last 
declared in favour of the Citty.. . . Now 
May itt pl^e your Excellency, many 
Proffitts and great Advantages hath all- 
wys Accrued to the whole Province by 
the Improvements and Industry of the 
Citty, and particularly the whole In¬ 
come of the Revenue doth CheiEj Rely 
upon the trade thereof. Besides the fifth 
part of the Charge of the whole Province 
and often the fourth [part] has been 
paid by this Citty during this Present 
Warr, all which will Certainly Sink if 
the Cittizens be Interrupted in the en¬ 
joyment of their former Franchises and 
Priviledges, Itt being Impossible by any 
Art or Invention of man for this Citty 
to Sup|x>rt itt Self and maintain its In¬ 
habitants Except by trade and Comerce 
which were the Causes of its foundation. 
And the pmsesion thereof, together with 
aH Such Priviledges and usages needfull 
for their Support hath aliways been Rati¬ 
fied and Confirmed by the Respective 
Govamors, your Excellencys Predecessors. 
May itt Please your Excellency 
... to take the decaying State of this 
affheted Citty into your favourable Con¬ 
sideration, and become their effectual 
Patron and Protector, under whose In- 
fiuence itt Can only flourish. 

Your Excellencys Petitioners do there¬ 
fore humbly pray 
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That your Excellency would be 
pleased to Order their Majesties Grant 
of Confirmation of their Charter, and 
that the Sole and only bolting of flower 


and [baking of] biskett for Transporta¬ 
tion may be Confirmed to this Citty as 
formerly. 


25. Geographical Expansion for Economic Survival 
A. Coveting the Jersey Market, March 7, 1684 


The Inhabitants of this ,.. Citty were 
Induced with uncessant Labour, great 
Charge And Expence to Cultivate the 
Barren Soyle And Suply Some Naturall 
Defects of the place with Art and In¬ 
dustry for the Conveniency And Ac¬ 
comodation of Trade And Shipping, 
hopeing that this . . . would have . . - 
Encouraged our Posterity to Improve the 
Same, Methods which without Doubt 
would have been Accomplished if the 
Unhappy Seperation of East Jersey had 
not Occured which must necessarily 
Diverte the Trade of this Province, as 
this Years Experiance doth Sufficiently 
Demonstrate. The Partes which before 
Brought Considerable Yearly Trade To 
this Citty being not Only furnished And 
Suppiyed By their Imediate Traffique 
And Commerce to And from Europe 
And Other Partes without Paying the 
Dutyes And Accknowledgments Due And 


[Mayor and Aldermen of New York to Lt, Gov* 
Thomas Dongan, Mar. 7, 1684, Minutes of Com¬ 
mon Council, I, 130-31] 

Payable to his Royall Highness Or Ob- 
serveing what [is] Required by the Acts 
of Navigation . . . but much of the 
Produce of the Remainder of this, his 
Royal Highness Province, by Reason of 
their Neer Scituation, is Drawed to them 
And the Indian Trade which before was 
of Considerable Benefitt And Advantage 
to this Citty is Likewise Removed thither 
to the great Loss, Hinderance, And De¬ 
cay ... of many of our Inhabitants, be¬ 
sides the Apparant Loss, Prejudice, and 
Spoyl of his Royall Highness Reve¬ 
nues. . . . 

Wee doe humbley Suplycate your 
Honor That . , . you would Represent 
the Same unto his Royall Highness In 
behalfe of this Citty And Desire that 
East-Jersey may be ReAnnexed to this 
Province Againe by Purchase Or Other 
wayes. 


B, Governor Dongan’s Expansionism, February 22 , 1687 


And then if his Majesty were further 
pleased ... to add to this Government 
Connecticut and Rhode Island, Con¬ 
necticut being so conveniently situate 
... to us and soe inconvenient for the 
people of Boston by reason of its being 
upwards of two hundred miles distance 
from thence. Besides Connecficut, as it 


[Dongan's Report to the Privy Council on the 
State of the Province, Feb. aa, 1687, OUalla- 
ghan, ed., Documents Relative to Colonial New 
York, in, 391-93] 

now is, takes away from us almost all 
the land of Value that lies adjoyning to 
Hudsons River and the best part of the 
River itself. Besides as wee find by ex¬ 
perience, if that place bee not annexed 
to this Government it will bee impos¬ 
sible to make any thing considerable of 
his Majesty’s Customs and Revenue in 
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iMmg Isiand. Tbey [of O^nnectioit] 
carry awa.y witlioiit entting aH our 
[wliale] Oyies wMdi is tlie greatest part 
of wiiat w€Q iiave to make retimis from 
tMs place. And from Albany and that 
way np tbe river onr Beaver and Peltry. 

TMs Government too bas an un¬ 
doubted li^t to it by Cbarter,... And 
indeed if tbe form of tbe Government 
bee alto-ed [by revocation of Connecd- 
cufs cbaitar], tbeir pmple will ratber 
cbocKe to come under tbis than that 
Government of Bcston p.e,, Bominion 
of New England].... 

And as for East Jersey, It being situate 
on tbe otba: side of Hudsons River and 
between us and wbere tbe river disem- 
Ix^iKs itself into tbe sea, paying nc^ 
CiBttMH and having Mkewro tbe ad¬ 
vantage of having betto* land and most 
of tbe &ttleis tbare out of this Govern¬ 
ment. Wee are like to bee desert^ by a 
great many of our Mocbants wboe in- 
tend to settle there if not ann^exed to 
this Government. 

Last year two or three dii|K came in 
there with gx>ds and I am sure that 
that Country cannot, noe not with tbe 
help of West Jersey, ronsume one thou¬ 
sand 11k. [sterling] in gtxxis in two years 
site that tbe rest of thee GocmIs must 
have tteen mn into this Government 
without paying bfr Ma|«fy*s Customs, 
and indeed tberes ncte |XKsibiIity of pre¬ 
venting in 

And as for Beaver and Peltry, its Im- 
|x»iMe to binder its being carri^ed 
tMtbcr. Use Indians value not tbe length 
of their Joiiriiey soe as they can come to 
a gix»i market which those |x»ple can 
Itettar aford them than w«, they pay¬ 
ing ncte Custom nor Exci% inwards or 
outwards. 

An other inconveniency by tbe Gov- 
emmeists remaining as it dctes is that 
privateers and others can tome within 
Sandy Hook and take what Provisions 
and Goods they please from that Side. 
Alscte TOT often sbip|K Ixmnd to this 
place break bulk there and run tbeir 
Goexis Into that Colony with Intent af¬ 


terwards to import the same privately 
and at more leisure into this Province 
notwithstanding their Oath. . . . 

If the Proprietors [of East Jersey] 
would rightly consider it, they would 
find it their own Interest that that place 
should bee annexed to this Government, 
for they are at a greater charge for main¬ 
taining the present Government than 
the whole Profits of the Province. .. . 

We in this Government look upon 
that Bay that runs into the Sea at Sandy 
Hook to bee Hudsons River. Therefore 
there being a clause in my Instructions 
directing mee that I cause all vessels 
that come into Hudsons River to Enter 
at New York, I desire to know whether 
his Maj^ty intends thereby those Ves¬ 
sels that come within Sdndy-Hook, the 
people of East Jersey pretending a right 
to the River soe fair as their Province 
extends which is eighteen miles up the 
River to the Northward of this Place, 

W)»t Jersey remaining as it does will 
Ite noe le^ inconvenient to this Gov- 
amment for the same reasons as East 
Jansey, they both making but one Neck 
of Land and that soe near situate to us 
that ite more for their convenience to 
have commerce here than anywhere else, 
and under thcKe circumstances that if 
there were a Warr either with Christians 
or Indians they would not bee able to 
defend themselves without the assistance 
of this Government. 

To bee short, there is an absolute 
necessity those Provinces and that of 
Connecticut bee annexed. 

The three lower Countys of Pennsyl¬ 
vania have been a dependency on thfe 
Plato and a great many of the Inhabi¬ 
tants peitons that removed thither from 
this Government, and I doe not beleive 
it was his Majesty’s intention to annex it 
to Pennsylvania nor to have it subject 
to the same Laws, it being the Kings 
own Land. Tfie doing whereof by Mr, 
Penn there has been of great detriment 
to this Place in hindring the Tobacco 
to come hither as formerly, for then 
there came two shipjK for one that 
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comes now, Beaver and Peltry taking 
up but small Stowage in Shipps. 

And indeed it were in my opinion 
very necessary for the advantage of this 
Place and increase of his Majest)^ Rev¬ 
enues that it were soe ordered that the 
Tobacco of these Countrys may bee 
imported hither without paying there 
the duty of one Peny per Pound. . . . 
Then wee should not bee at such 
streights for returns, their Trade would 
much increase, and this Place become 
a Magazin for the Neighbouring Pro- 
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Vinces, and care taken that the Tobacco 
bee duly returned to England, whereas 
now a great part of it goes another way 
and soe its very necessary that the Col¬ 
lector of this Place should be Collector 
of that River for the enumerated com- 
moditys. And wee win have such regard 
to the advantage of this Port that weel 
suffer noe fraud to bee committed there 
nor noe Tobacco to be exported but 
what goes either directly for England 
or this Place. 


C. Edward Randolph Criticizes New York's Expansionism, 
November 23, 1687 


Tliose of Connecticutt who above all 
things Dreaded to be joind to New 
York, though they were very highly 
Courted by Colonel Bongan who de¬ 
pended upon his great interest at Court. 
He wanted that Colony for he has so 
squeezed the people of New York That 


[Randolph to William Blathwayt, Nov, 13, 1M7, 
Blathwayt Papas, I, Cc^oiiial Williamshtiig, Inc| 

they are very hardly able to live, and 
as many as can leave the place, ^me 
come hither [i.e., Boston] who are not 
very Gratefull; others are tumd planters 
in Jarsey, and vay few English left [in 
New York], 


The Political Problem 


26. The Reluctant Creation of Representative Government 

A. The Duke of York's Dislike for Popular Legislaturis, 

April 6 , 1675 


First then, touching GeneraU As- 
semblyes which the people there seeme 
desirous of in imitation of their neigh¬ 
bour Colonies, I thinke you have done 
well to discourage any motion of that 
kind, both as being not at all com¬ 
prehended in your Instructions nor 


[The Dulce of Yorh to Sir Edmund Andros, Apr. 

1675, O’’Callaghan, ed.. Documents Rel&tme to 
Colonial Nem York, III, ago] 

indeed consistent with the forme of gov¬ 
ernment already established, nor neces¬ 
sary for the ease or redresse of any 
greivance that may happen, since that 
may be as easily obtained by any peti¬ 
tion or other addresse to you at ieir 
Generali Assizes (which is on<^ a yeare) 
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wtieTe the same persons (as Justices) are would be theire Representatives if an- 
usu^alf pi^ent, wbo in all probability other constitution were allowed. 


B. The Dure of York on the ‘'Dangerous Consequence*' of 
Assemblies, January 28, 1676 


I ha¥e formrfy writt to you touching 
A^mblyes in thc»e countreys and ha¥e 
sinix observed what seYcrall of your 
kttet lettffs hint about that matter. 
But unless you had offered what qualii- 
ations are usuall and propo" to such 
Assemblyes, I cannot but siBp«l they 
would be of dangerous mnsequence, 
nothing being more hnowne thai the 
aptnras of such IxMlyes to assume to 
thcmKfco many priviledges which prove 
destructive to, or very oft dis.tiirb^ the 
peace of the govamment wherein they 


[Tlie Duke of York to Lt. Gov. Edmund Andros, 
Jan. 28, 1676, O’CaHaghan, ed.. Documents Rela- 
tim to Colonial New York, III, 235] 

are allowed. Neither doe I see any use 
of them which is not as well provided 
for whilest you and your Councell gov- 
eme according to the laws established 
(thareby preserving every man’s property 
inviolate) and whilest all things that 
need redresse may be sure of finding it, 
either at the Quarter Sessions or by other 
legall and or^nary wayes, or lastly by 
appeale to myselfe. But howsoever if 
you continue of the same opinion, I 
shall be ready to consider of any pro- 
pc^alls you shall send to that purpose. 


C. The Duke of York Gondihonally Grants an Assembly, 
March 28, 1682 


I have had an aoxnint of the result 
of divers meetings of my Commissioners 
touching the state of affayi» at New 
Yorke, but untill I mme to London 
(which 1 doubt wiH not be till this ship 
is ailed), I cannot perfect these resolu¬ 
tions 'which I shal t^e thereupon; only 
for the preKnt, in confinnadoii of what 
my texetary lately wrote to you, I send 
to tel you that I intend to establish 
such a forme of govemineiit at New 
Yorke as shal have al the advantage 
and priviled^s to the inhabitanls and 
traders there which His Majesty’s other 
plantations in America dew enjoy, par¬ 
ticularly in the chcK«ii^ of an As¬ 
sembly, and in all other thiii^ as nere 


pile Duke oi York to Lt. Anthony Brockholes, 
C ommaTi cier in CMef, Mar. 28, 1682, O’Calla- 
ghan, e<L, Documents Relative to Colonial New 
Work, EH, 317-18] 

as may be agreable to the laws of Eng¬ 
land. But then I shall expect that the 
Countrey of New Yorke and its De- 
pendencyes ^all provide some certaine 
fonds for the necessary support of the 
government and garrison, and for dis- 
chaigeing the arreares which are or 
shalbe incurred since the obstructions 
that have lately beene to the collection 
of the publique revenue there. Where¬ 
fore you are to use aH dilligence to in¬ 
duce the i^ple there of best note and 
to dispel them selves and their 
freinds to a cheeifuU complyance in 
tlm point, and you may assure them 
that what soever shalbe thus raysed 
'^mSbe applyed to those publique uses. 
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D. WnxiAM Penn Reports New Yore’s Reaction, October 21, 1682 


I am now at New York, where I last 
night persuaded aU Partys to lett fall 
their Animositys, which they promest, 
and since the Buke has named another 
Governor to think of ways how to main¬ 
tain their charge in consideration of the 


[Penn to WiUiam Blathwayt, Oct. si, i68s, 
Blathwayt Papers, VI, Colonial Wiffiamsbuig. 
Inc.] 

priyiledges the duke had on those terms 
assured them they should enjoy. I must 
needs say that the fault I find upon Sir 
Edmund Andros is sometime an over 
eager and too pressing an execution 
of his powers. 


27. The Death of Representative Government 

A. JAMES II’s Instructions to Gov. Thomas Dongan, May 29, 1686 


12. And whereas wee have been pre¬ 
sented with a Bill or Charter passed in 
the late Assembly of New York con¬ 
taining several Franchises, privileges, 
and Immunitys mentioned to be granted 
to the Inhabitants of our said province. 
You are to Declare Our WiU and pleas¬ 
ure that the said Bill or Charter of 
Franchises bee forthwith repealed and 
disallowed, as the same is hereby Re¬ 
pealed, determined, and made void. But 
you are nevertheless with our said Coun¬ 
cil to continue the Dutys and Imposi¬ 
tions therein mentioned to bee raised 
imtill you shall with the consent of the 
Council settle such Taxes and Imposi¬ 
tions as shall be sufficient for the sup¬ 
port of our Government of New York. 


[O’Gallagliaii, cd., Bo^cuments Rehttme to Co¬ 
lonial New York, III, 370] 

1^. And our furtha: win and pleasure 
is that all other Laws, Statutes, and 
Ordinance already made within Our 
said Province of New York shall con¬ 
tinue and bee in full force and vigor soe 
far forth as they doe not in any wise 
contradict, impeach, or derogate from 
this Commission or the Orders and In¬ 
structions herewith given you till you 
shall, with the advice of our Council, 
pass other Laws in our Name for the 
good government of our said Province, 
which you are to doe with all convenient 
speed.... 

16. And you are to observe in the pass¬ 
ing of Laws that the Stile of Enacting 
the same By the Governor and Council 
bee henceforth used and noe other. 


B. New Yore Incorporated into the Dominion, April 7, 1688 


[James II’s Commissioii o£ Sir Edmund Andrew, 
Apr, 7, 16S8, O’Callaghan, ed., I>ocuments Melm- 
tme to Colonud Nem York, in, 537-38] 


To our trusty and welbeloved Sir Whereas by our C ommis sion ... wee 

Edmund Andros Knight Greeting: have constituted and appointed you to 
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be our Captain Generali and Governor 
In Cbeif in and over all that part of our 
territory and dominion of New England 
in America, . . . And whereas since that 
time Wee have thought it necessary for 
our service and for the Iietter protection 
and security of our subjects in those 
parts to join and annex to our said 
Government the neighboring Colonies 
of Road Island and Connecticut^ our 
Province of New York and East and 
West Jersey with the territories there¬ 
unto belonging, as wee do hereby join, 
annex, and unite the same to our said 
government and dominion of New Eng¬ 
land. . .. 

Wee do ha*eby give and grant unto 
you full power and authority, by and 
with the advice and consent of our said 
Council! or the major part of them, to 
make co,nstitute and ordain lawes stat¬ 
utes and ordinances for the public peace 
welfare and good government of our 
said tOTitory and dominion and of 
the people and inhabitants thereof, 
and such others as shall resort thereto, 
and for the benefit of us, our heires, and 


successors. Which said lawes statutes and 
ordinances are to be, as near as con¬ 
veniently may be, agreeable to the lawes 
and statutes of this our kingdom of 
England: Provided that all such lawes 
statutes and ordinances of what nature 
or duration soever, be within three 
months, or sooner, after the making of 
the same, transmitted unto Us under 
our Seal of New England, for our al¬ 
lowance or disapprobation of them, as 
also duplicates thereof by the next 
conveyance. 

And Wee do by these presents give 
and grant unto you full power and au¬ 
thority by and with the advise and con¬ 
sent of our said Councill, or the major 
part of them, to impose assess and raise 
and levy such rates and taxes as you 
shall fi,nd nec^sary for the support of 

the government-to be collected and 

levyed and to be imployed to the uses 
aforesaid in such manner as you and 
our said Councill or the major part of 
than shall seon most equall and rea¬ 
sonable. 


C. Edwamj Ranikjo’h on New Yore’s Inclusion in the Dominion, 

September 12, 1688 


Colonel Bongan . . . sends Ms an- 
sweaie highly reflecting upon tbi*- gov¬ 
ernor and abuse the Coun^ciil, Saying 
his Excellencys piivat M'alice against bl-m 
was the Sole Cause why the accomt was 
not pa&ed and thereby his Majeties 
Service obstructed. Saying with all that 
he had made all the government easy 
for his excellence with little charg to 
the King. *Tis Trew, if to impoverish 
the people, to leave the forix unprovided 
of al necttsary Stores, not one ounce of 
powdre in the fort at Albany at the 
Governors coming thither, and the fort 
at New York is wholy out of Repair, be 


ptandolpli to WlIKam Blathwayt, Sept. 12, 168S, 
^Awayt Papers, I, Coloiiial Williamsbrng. 

to make a Governor Easye, this is Cer¬ 
tainly So. For al is either Sold or 
traded away. Wee find the french Gov¬ 
ernor has been too hard in all his 
proceedings for Colonel Bongan, He 
keepes Ms Indians in armes who have 
by his orda: kild 6 Christians and 4 In¬ 
dians in the Colony of Connecticott 
since the Cessation and wrote to Colonel 
Bongan that they should not lay Bown 
their Armes til the Senecas give him as¬ 
surance of their complying with his 
teams, and to this day continue the fort 
of Ca^darachqui in his pc^ession, lying 
in the bet part of our Indian. country. 
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The Religious Situation 


28. The Religious Complexion of New York 
A. Jacob Leisler’s Orthodoxy, August 23,1676 

[Van Laer, ed.. Minutes of the Court of Albany, 
11. 146-48] 


Bomine Nicolaus Van Renselaer, 
plaintiff, against Mr Jacob Leyselaer and 
Jacob Milburn, defendants. . . . 

The plaintiff states in writing that the 
defendant, Leyselaer, in derision ven¬ 
tured to boast that he could preach as 
well as Bomine Renselaer, and that in 
other places he divulged that he was not 
orthodox but heterodox in his preach¬ 
ing, whereby his person, studies, preach¬ 
ing and the talents graciously granted 
to hitn by God are brought into con¬ 
tempt and the good and faithful hearts 
of the resident members are disturbed 
and alienated, he having furthermore 
misrepresented his sermons, as appears 
from his glosses, annotation and false 
memoranda made in church, consisting 
of some points which the plaintiff chal¬ 
lenges and refutes by an affidavit of 12 
trustworthy members of this congrega¬ 
tion, whereas the defendant has failed 
to adduce any testimony of witnesses. 
He further submits that Reynier Schaets, 
as a member of the church, can not 
testify against his pastor. Likewise, that 
Zarah Van Borsum, who is a blood rela¬ 
tion, is also objectionable and that 
Bamhouder's Praxis, in chap. 50 of his 
criminal procedure, teaches that women 
who testify may be challenged in crim¬ 
inal proceedings instituted in criminal 
cases. 

As to the accusations and slander of 
Jacob Milburn, his own witness, Reynier 
Schaets, invalidates his allegations. 

The plaintiff says further that the de¬ 
fendants can not do so with any decency, 
citing on that subject some passages of 


the Scriptures, and consequently that it 
appears therefrom that the passionate 
words, blasphemies and slander uttered 
by them are inspired by a hatred con¬ 
ceived against him, 

He therefore concludes that the de¬ 
fendants, Leyselaer and Milburn, for 
the slanderous remarks, glosses, annota¬ 
tions and false accusations regarding 
the preaching of Bomine Nic. v. Rense¬ 
laer, made by them against his person 
and the dignity of his office, ought to 
make honorable and profitable amends; 
consequently, he requests that their 
honors may be pleased to examine and 
compare the documents and the evidence 
as the crime committed deserves and to 
render such judgment in the matter as 
the truth and justice require in a case 
of slander of a minister of Jesus Christ, 
begun contrary to the tranquility, peace 
and harmony of this good congregation, 
all cum expensis. 

The defendants request an English 
translation of the plaintiff's declaration, 
to serve them when the occasion pre¬ 
sents itself. ... 

Mr Jacob Milburn states and sub¬ 
mits that it is a matter of grave im¬ 
portance with which they are charged 
and that it not only renders them suspect 
before men, but that their conscience, 
soul and salvation depend upon it. He 
therefore requests that Bomine Rense¬ 
laer give security in the sum of £1000 
sterling, declaring that he [Milburn] has 
that much in his possession, in order 
that he may be compelled to make good 
his accusation. 
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Mr Jacob Leysdaer, for the reason the parties, order the plaintiff to give 
aforesaid, likewise danands of the plain- sufficient security in the sum of JC1500 
tiff security in the sum of £5000 starling sterling, to wit, £1000 for Leyselaer and 
and offers to swear that his person and £500 for Milburn to the end that he 
capital are worth that muclL ... may make good his accusation and 

Hie honorable court, having heard charge against the defendants. 

B, Celebratihg the Bmth of a Catholic Prince of Wales, 

October 2, 1688 


I can i xx omitt to arf| ii3Tfi » ytm that 
ii|X){ii the n-ewes Sait us from BcKton by 
C^ptalii Xichoisoii of the Birth of the 
PiiiM! iff Wal« the ay of 

last) aixiiit 6 in the Evening his 
Excelence inmiaiiately went to the fort, 
Cfolonel Bengali sent for al the Coiin- 
al, the Mayor, and Aldamen and in- 
viloi al that wwM €kMme to drinke the 
piinca healih, which, upon Jx- 
ceMenc^ Iwgiimliig it, al the Great 
Gimns ia the fort wo-e Srai, vole^ of 
smaH from Ms Majaty^s twm r^m - 
panys aiKworing than. Ami then al the 
SMpps ia ti^ harltoiir fined off their 
Gmm$. The psople evay ■where drinliiig 
and aying out G«i, .Save TIk Priiix ■€£ 
Wala. Bwiiig tMs Eatanainineiit in the 
fort a Very laig Bonfire was made before 
the fort ^te whoe Ms Errelli»«ce and 
ail the Council dranke pinces 
health, ai^d ii^iead of Conduits woe 
merall pips of idne, the heads knockd 
out which plentifiilly supplyai the 
whole Cfompany nmning From one pip 
t® another, Burning their hatts and 
ooitha widi Full potis and pealcs of 
Hiszzm al long, some by choise, 
othm by nctmity, keeping thdr ground 
cll ssoming. The noct day a publick 
day of thanks Giving was orda^ to be 
kept tMn the whole Govcmmeiit. 

A fortoigfet after In the ranotm parts in 
our pasap to Albany, about haMe way 
OB Eiver, Ib 


[Edward Randolph to William Blathwayt, Oct. 
2, 1688, Blathwayt Papers, I, Colonial WilUams- 
hing, Inc.] 

a Shoare and all that were able made 5 
great fira and Carried plenty of wine 
and provisions of all Sorts which were 
drasd on the land, and most part of 
that night was spent in drinking the 
princes health and firing Gunns, and 
that high Land Called the Princes Point. 

. . . Upon the Sunday fortnight his Ex¬ 
cellence, being at Albany, after church 
went to the Fort with all the Council 
and the Cheife Merchants, with the 
^fayor and Aldermen of that Citty and 
b^inning the princa health, the Great 
Gunns were fired off: 5 volleys from the 
&>iildlers in the fort which were an- 
wrcared from the fort by the water side 
and followed by the vessells in the River. 
Then all the Company were treated at 
a very plentifull Biimer—that the Jolly 
Butchmen might not want a Supper, a 
whole Ox was roasted and two very 
Laig Bonfires made to Entertain the 
numerous goats never before so feasted 
by wholesale, and the Easier to wash 
down their roast beefe, barrells of very 
stout beore Stood ew&cj wheare ready 
broachd at tbe bead for men, women, 
and children to drink or drown as 
they pleased From thence wee followed 
hk Exc^ilen>ce to Ms house where he 
had ordered a great supper to be 
made ready and nothing but God 
hlme the prince and drinking his 
health and loud acclamations were 
hard that night. 
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THE PATTERN OF REBELLION 


A s an integral part of the Dominion of New England since 1688, New 
York was nominally under the control of Governor-General Sir 
Edmund Andros stationed in Boston. But the problems of distance and 
communication, together with the colony’s vulnerability to attack from 
French Canada, made it necessary that the actual command be ex¬ 
ercised by Lieutenant Governor Francis Nicholson and the councilors 
resident in the immediate area—Stephanus Van Cortlandt, Frederick 
Philipse, and Nicholas Bayard. 

When these leaders in New York City learned in March 1689 of 
William of Orange’s invasion of England, they were perplexed as to its 
meaning. Their immediate reaction was to suppress the news for fear 
of its consequences upon a population discontented and uneasy (No. 
29 A). But such news could be kept secret just so long, and by the end 
of April word had leaked out that Sir Edmund Andros and most of his 
official family had been imprisoned in Boston. Nicholson was now in 
a quandary—^his legal source of authority was cut off, and he could only 
assume the government of the Dominion in the event of Andros’ death 
or absence, neither of which had occurred. Moreover, should he take 
over the government, he had to have a quoram of five councilors, and 
only three were available to him. His government had become de facto 
rather than de jure, and it was questionable whether he could maintain 
his authority in New York. Nevertheless, Lieutenant Governor Nichol¬ 
son attempted to win support by consulting New York leaders on meas¬ 
ures to maintain “the quietness of the people and security of the gov¬ 
ernment’’ (No. 29 B). 

The caliber and resiliency of Nicholson’s administration was soon 
tested by a series of events beginning in Suffolk, Westchester, and 
Queens counties, and quickly spreading to New York City (Nos. 30-31). 
Developments in London and Boston served as catalysts, and the Lieu- 
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tenant Governor was incapable of handling the popular reactions in 
New York* As the citizens took full advantage of the opportunity to ex¬ 
press their grievances, Nicholson found the situation intolerable (No. 

32) . Finally, on May 30, he reached the breaking point, and destroyed 
the last vestige of his o^vn authority by his hot-headed threat to bum 
the town if the people’s attitude did not change. The citizens rose in 
anger, marched on the fort, and were admitted by Lieutenant Hendrick 
Cuyler of the militia. 

The rebellion had begun. The militia refused to obey the commands 
of their colonel, councilor Nicholas Bayard, and the militia captains as¬ 
sumed command of the fort, each serving in turn. No suggestion was 
made, either by those who had risen or by those who were displaced, 
that any one individual led or formulated the uprising. Not until June 2 
did any one of the captains achieve individual prominence, and that 
occurred only when Bayard refused to act upon mmors of the arrival 
of a French invasion fleet. Jacob Leisler took temporary control, but he 
remained thereafter only one of Kveral captains acting in unison (No. 

33 ) - 

Nicholson, who had been completely repudiated by the people, next 
violated his earlier instructions from the Crown and departed for Eng¬ 
land (No. 34). He entrusted the government to the three councilors who 
had also been repudiated. To fifl the governmental void the militia cap¬ 
tains called a council of ^ety into being. Delegates attended from 
W^tchester, Kings, and Queens counti^. New York City, Staten Island, 
Kington (E»opus) in Ulster County, and Hackensack and Elizabeth¬ 
town in New Jersey, This group on June 28 appointed Leisler as perma¬ 
nent captain of the fort and later, on August 15, granted him the title 
and authority of commaiider-in-chief. 

From the moment of his elevation, Leisler wielded his power in an 
^bitrary manner to accomplish his pur|x>ses. He reconstructed the fort 
in New York Citf and acquimi the supplies necessary for the colony’s 
defense. He also incaroerated those alleged to be enemies of Protestant¬ 
ism, conducted municipal el^rtions in New York City to remove his 
opponents from their last official petitions, and attempted to extend 
his authority over Albany. 

Given the long-standing and delicate relationship which existed be¬ 
tween the Albany burghers and the Iroquois, Leisler’s effort to take con¬ 
trol of this area was bound to create Metion. The town’s leaders had 
not reacted strongly to either the incarceration of Andros or the flight 
of Nicholson, but neither had they any love for the New York City 
rebds, one of whose goals wras sure to be lie elimination of the town^s 
coveted monopoly of the Indian trade. But control of Indian affairs was 
vital to the colony because the Iroquois provided its first perimeter of 
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defense. Thus a stalemate developed: Albany supported the cause of 
the Glorious Revolution but refused to accept Jacob Leisler as King 
William’s agent. Not until the French and Indians massacred the pop¬ 
ulation of the neighboring town of Schenectady and the Connecticut 
authorities withdrew their forces from the town did Albany capitulate 
to Leisler. 

On December lo, 1689, a letter from the Privy Council arrived in 
New York, containing royal instructions directed to “Francis Nicholson 
Esqre. .. . and in his absence to such as for the time being take care for 
preserving the Peace and administering the Laws.’’ Leisler quickly 
seized it and announced that the Crown had recognized him as Lieuten¬ 
ant Governor (No. 35 A). His claim to this authority, although accepted 
by modem scholars, aroused violent controversy at the time (No. 35 B). 

Leisler immediately converted his supporters into a royal council, 
and then operated as though he had the full backing of Whitehall. One 
of his most important problems, of course, was to raise funds for the 
colony’s defense. Since he himself had denied the legality of the old 
revenue laws enacted by Andros, he issued writs for a new Assembly in 
February 1690. At the same time, he wisely understood that New York 
could not singlehandedly deal with the French menace in Canada, and 
he called an intercolonial conference to meet in New York City in 
May. Massachusetts, Plymouth, and Connecticut sent delegates, and 
Virginia and Maryland promised whatever aid they could spare. 

The conferees agreed upon a land invasion of Canada and assigned 
the major responsibility to New York because Massachusetts was pre¬ 
paring a naval assault. Although the delates also agreed that Leisler 
should name the commander of the land expedition, the Albany leaders, 
cooperating with the Connecticut authorities, finally forced him to name 
Major-General Fitz-John Wmthrop of New Haven. When the expedi¬ 
tion failed, the major reasons were disease, inadequate supplies, and 
lack of Indian support, but the venture nevertheless brought bitter 
recriminations between Leisler and the Connecticut authorities. 

By the fall of 1690, Leisler’s star was dimming. The feilure of the 
Canadian attack, the government’s repressive measures, its inability to 
remedy the underlying grievances of the people, all led to a growing 
disenchantment. At the same time came word of the appointment of a 
new royal governor, Henry Sloughter, and the group whom Leisler had 
displaced took new hope. Sloughter was a good friend of those in Eng¬ 
land who had close contacts with the old leadership of the colony, and 
as early as October 1690 he had decided that New York’s government 
was “at present held by a rabble.” When the royal authorities left the 
matter of Leisler’s fate to the new governor’s discretion, therefore, it 
was clear that the revolutionary leadership was doomed. 
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Prelude to Revolt 


29. The Sudden News of Revolution 


A. Nigholotn Keeps •mE News Secret, March 1,1689 


Hiis day . . . broii^t imto tlie lieu¬ 
tenant Gouvemor Hidiolsoii, a letter 
from Captain Jolm Blackwell Gouveraor 
c£ Pennsylvania witli a copy off an 
amiiiatioii off one Zaciiaiiali IVliitepaine 
lately cnme from England. TBe sub¬ 
stance off wMcli Examinatloii is tiiat tbe 
Piince off Oan^ bad invaded England 
and severaii otbo* tranactions ibere.... 


|“Miiintes of the Cotincell att New Yorke/* Mar. 
2, 1689, “DtKniments Relating to the Administra¬ 
tion of Jacob Lttsler," New-York Historical &>- 
dety. Collections, 1 (1868), 241-4«] 

Resolved, that for tbe prevention off 
any tumult and tbe divulging of soe 
strange news, fflie said letters [also 
brought by tbe messenger] be opened to 
see if tbey contained tbe same substance 
off England's being invaded, which was 
forthwith done. . , . [Several] contained 
tbe same news which made this Board 
give the more creditt to itt 


B. ^Governor Nicholson Ck>NSULis the Leaders of New York, 

April 27, 1689 


Upon baling the ReroludoiB att 
BcBton and nimors of war from abirod 
l^tween England and [the] French and 
the number off tbe Councill being 
few, consiciring tbe namity that ^ af¬ 
fairs ought to be put in gcKMi order, tbe 
fmce kept, and ^uvernement seemed 
from invasion abroad. 

Its ordered and resolved. 

That the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com¬ 
mon Ck>iincell with tbe Qiief military 
offices be calcd togetho- this aftemcx>ne 
to meet the lieutenant Gouvemor and 
Coundll att the Towne Hall, there to 
advise wMtt needful is to !» done in 
this troublesome tuna for the quietnesse 


fMiimtes d the CkHincell att New Yorke,” Apr. 
ty, 1689, "Doaiments Relating to the Adminis- 
tration of Jacob Leisier/* N.-Y. Hist. Soc., Col- 

larfMwis, 1 (1S68), 245] 

off the people and security off the Gouv- 
ernment. 

And some of the Councell informing 
the Gouvemor of the jealousies and. 
fears off the Inhabitants of tbk Citty by 
reason of the small number off soldiers 
in the Fortt, and most of them infirme 
and old and thatt it would bee de¬ 
manded by some off the Captains off 
the militia That some off their soldiers 
might keep the guard in the Fortt, to 
prevent the same, it was resolved to pro- 
pcKe the same to them To shew our 
wiliingn^esse to defend the fortt, Citty 
and ^Gouvemmentt against any common 
enony. 



■niE PAITEKN 

30. Evidences of Discontent 
A. Suffolk County Freeholders’ 


ist. Being alarmai by a printed dec¬ 
laration at Boston the i8tli last of tbe 
Gentlemen M^arcbants and country ad¬ 
jacent, manifesting tbe grounds of tbeir 
seizing the Governor and Government 
into their hancis, wishing all others their 
neighbours to follow them, and [by] our 
Country of England's example for se¬ 
curing our English nations liberties and 
propertyes from Popery and Slavery, 
and from the Intented invasion of a 
foraign French, d^ign, and [by the] more 
than Turkish crueltys by relation al¬ 
ready acted upon seveiall of our nation. 
. - . And we being persons ... who have 
groaned under the heavy burdens im¬ 
peded upon ns by an arbitrary power 
for a considerable time together, with¬ 
out the lest molestation on our parts, 
and being under the like circumstance 
of being invaded by a forraign ennemy 
[about] which the other English Ameri- 
ca[ns] is alarmed, which moved us to do 
something at this time for our own self 
preservation, being without any to de¬ 
pend on at pr«ent till it please God 
to order better. 


OF REBEIXIOH 


Declaration, May 3, 1689 

[0*CaIlagIianL, ed., I}ixuments Relatme to Co- 
loniul Nem' York, III, 577] 

2ndly. Therefor we esteem it our 
bounden duty to use all lawful endeav¬ 
ours for securing our head quarters of 
New York and Albany forts, and all 
cither fortifications, and the same to put 
into the hands of those whom we can 
confide in, till further order from the 
parliament in England. 

^dly. We also think it our duty to use 
our best endeavours for the redemption 
and ^curing of aH such moneys as has 
been lately extorted from us by the 
afor^aid power; as also to secure all 
those persons reputed to be the enne- 
myes of the peace and presperity of our 
country and the fundamental laws of 
our English nation, as aforesaid till fur¬ 
ther orders. 

Lastly. We firmly beieive that herein 
we have endeavoured nothing than 
what mere duty to God and our coun¬ 
try doth can for at our hands, oommitt- 
ing our enterprise to his blming, and 
desire all om neighlMuis to Join with 
us in praises and all Just actions for the 
prosperity and safety of our country 
from an approaching dangers. 


B. Queens County in an Uproah, May 9,1689 

of tlie Coencell att New YoAe,** May 
§, 1689, Rdating to the Adailnistra- 

tion of Jacob LeMer,” N.-Y. Soc., Coliac- 
tions, 1 (1868), 254-55I 

Major Thomas WiUett and Captain Aifter mature deliberation for quieting 
John Jackson appeared and acquainted the minds off the people and securing and 
the gouvernor and CounceH that the keeping the peace of the gouvemement 
men in Queens County that have been it is ord^ered that... Mr. Matthew Plow- 
with Colonel Thomas Dongan in the man [collector of the colony] . . . pay 
late expedition at Albany are all in unto Captain Jackson aforesaid the sume 
armes and the whole comity in an up- of one hundred and sixteen pounds 
roar, desiring that they might be paid thirteene shillings, beii^ the arrears due 
money being raised for that purpe^ etc. to the men that ware janest out off »id 
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County. But hearing that said County 
had paid unto the Collector aforesaid 
But fourty two pounds tenn shillings and 
three pence on account of their Tax it 
is further ordered Thatt. .. the Justices 
of said County . . . call the several! Col¬ 
lectors before them .. . and to give them 
an order to pay unto Captain John Jack- 


son aforesaid the sume of seaventy foure 
pounds two shillings six pence halfe 
penny which with the fourty two pounds 
tenn shillings and three pence aforesaid 
compleats the whole sume off one hun¬ 
dred sixteen pounds thirteen shillings 
halfe penny. 


C. Jealousies of the Indians near Albany, May 12, i68g 


This morning the lieutenant Gouv- 
emor received a letter from the Mayor 
att Albany, That the Indians had gott 
some jealousies in their heads which if 
not prevented might cause greatt mis- 
chieff, it is thCTefore thought fitt to send 
them the foEowing letter, vizL 

New Yorcke, 12 May, 1689, 

Gentlanen, 

This morning came to our hands by 
these l^arers a letter tom the Mayor att 
Albany aa|uainting us off the affaires 
off the Inhabitants off thatt County in 
regard off the Indians, CMxasioned by the 
Jealousitt raised amongst them that 
Gouvemor Andr« last winter att the 
Eastward had agreed with those off 
Canada to d«troy the five cantons nations 
[i.e., Ircx|uois]. Wee have cause to beleeve 
that those jealousi<K are come over to 
them by some ill affected persons from 
New England, since wee about three 
months past had the news here from 
Bmton that several libelfe ware disperst 
there to the same effect, and although 
the same is sufficiently contradicted and 
is proved to be a mere falsehcxKi, yett 
since itt is so printed in the minda off 
thcKe heathens it wiE be in vaine to be 
overpressing with them to diswade them 
thereoff. Wee are off the same opinion 
with your selfe that it ’would be m-ost dis- 
tmctive to this gouvemment that by oc- 
casioii off aid Jealoimes the mM five 


|‘*Miiii2tes of tile Ckranoell at New Yoiice/’ May 
12, 1689, “Documents Relating to the Adminis- 
traticm of Jacob Leisler,*^ N.-Y. Hist. Soc., Col¬ 
lections', 1 (1868), 256-58] 

nations should Joine with Camda. You 
have therefore done very weE that you 
have already sent two persons to the 
Maquaas [i.e-, Mohawk] land to endeavor 
by all possible meanes to remove any 
such jealousies and doe judge it further 
most safe that you proceed in like man¬ 
ner by sending alsoo to the rest off the 
nations as you conveniently can, and to 
acquaint them either by your selves or 
by such persons as you shall thinck fitt 
and know to be most acceptable to the 
Tndiam. 

ImprimuSj that wee have news from 
beyond the Zeas that the English and 
the Dutch nations are joined together 
cheefiy to curb the pride of France, and 
that wee dayly expect orders to be in 
warr with them. 

Secondly, That from Boston wee had 
about three months agoe intelligence 
that Sir Edmund Ajidros had joined 
with the French, But that it was since 
contradicted. That he was now seized on 
att Boston, But thatt wee could not hear 
any such thing was laid to his charge 
and thereby concluded to be a false- 
hocKi, 

Thirdly, That they might be assured 
off the entire and old friendship off the 
Inhabitants off this gouvemment. Thatt 
wee are now fortifying off New Yorcke, 
although wee doe not feare the French, 
only to u|K>n our guard, and to be 
ready when orders comes from beyond 
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Zea wMcli we expect will be to fight the 
French as our and their ennemy to^ bring 
them low. 

Fourthly, That the p^sons here [who] 
made a stop to their late victories against 
Canida are laid aside and that they need 
nott to suffer any more abuses from 
those off Canida. That the five nations 
therefore must stick together and not 
suffer any of them to goe to Canida for 
to be deluded, poisoned or betrayed nor 
to suffer any French to live amongst 
them. 

Fifthly^ That if they shall see cause 
att their going in warr against any off 
their ennemies, to leave their old, wives, 
and children amonghst the Christians 
near Albany, That care will be taken for 
their maintenance and protection. 

Sixthly, To remove all jealousies which 
the French or others might have raised 
against the gouvernment and to assure 
them of our friendship, you are to pre¬ 
sent to each of the five nations one bar¬ 
rel! of powder to be imployed if need 
be against our and their ennemy. 

Gentlemen this is at present! what we 
can thinck may bee convenient to bee of¬ 
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fered, but since the tempers and the man¬ 
ners of the Indians are best knowne to 
your selves. We leave to your menage- 
ment the wordings off the proposaUs and 
the adding off what you will find to be 
more needfull, tending for the comon 
safety of your county in particular as 
well as the gouvernment in generall. But 
as for to suffer any to goe and trade in 
the country, wee thinck it not safe. And 
by all meanes you must take prudent 
care that noe cause of offence be given 
from our side. And although any harme 
should be done by any Indian (which 
God forbid) That you be onely in the 
defensive part for to prevent an open 
warr. But that you [should] rather en¬ 
deavour to queU any such offences as 
criminalls and offenders against any 
knowne law of the gouvemement. In the 
meantime wee recomand you to be 
watchfull with courage and to diswade 
the people from being aUanned att every 
idle Indian story. Endeavour cheefiy to 
preserve peace and unity amongst your¬ 
selves which is alsoo our cheevest studie 
here, waiting with patience daily to re¬ 
ceive orders from England. 


31. Nicholson Recognizes the Source of Sedition, May 15,1689 


Wee have received iErom several! parts 
most various reports concerning the pres¬ 
ent state off affaires in Europe and in 
particular off the unparaleld changes in 
England. Yett to this very day altogether 
disdtute off any certainty which wee hope 
to receive ere long. In the meanewhile 
wee have thougt it our duty by this op¬ 
portunity for to give your honour [the 
Secretary of State] some account off the 
troublesome state and condition off this 
Province and Gouvernment. 

Your Honor will find by the inclosed 
printed summons and declaration upon 
what pretence some off the Inhabitants 


[“Minutes of the Councdl att New YoAe,** May 
15, 1689, “Bocuments Relating to the Adminis¬ 
tration of Jacx>b Lfiisler,’* N.-Y. Hist. Soa, Col¬ 
lections, 1 (iS68), 259-61] 

marchants and gentry off Boston and 
places adjacent have throwne downe aH 
manner of gouvernment there and set 
up for themselves. They have alsoo 
seized the gouvernor. Sir Edmund An¬ 
dros, with several off his CounceH of¬ 
ficers and gentlemen which still are kept 
in close custodie and prison, disbanded 
the standard melitia and in fine (as it 
is reported) suffer the rabble to comit 
severall insolences. 

The Collonies off Rhoad Island and 
Connecticott have followed their steps 
and as it is reported, have chosen for 
them selves alsoo new Gouvernours. In 
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soe mudi tiiat tMs part off tlie dominion 
was onely indined to mt at peace and 
quiet tfll orders doe airi¥e and would 
iia¥e undoubtedly soe (XJntiimed imlesse 
die seed off sedldon bad been blazed 
from tbence to some outward skirts off 
this province. 

And at first in Suffi 3 kk Q>unty being 
tbe east end off I^ng Island ali maj- 
estrat« and military officers ware put out 
by tbe people and others cbmen by tbem. 
Tbe same patterae was alsc» followed by 
Queens County and Ckunty of West- 
cbettt. 

TTm would not sadsfe tban, but upon 
bop« to find tbe Inbabitants off tbis 
citty divided and on a faire pretence to 
be exceedingly concerned and zealous 
for tbe safety off tbe Citty and fortt 
against any attad: or invasion off tbe 
Frencb^ greatt part off tbeir melitie bave 
taken up anms and are now come at or 
neaie Jamaica about fourteen miles 
from tbis place, in order if they could 
10 make tbemselvtt master off this Citty 
and fortt to plunder as it is f^red this 
Citty or at least such members as they 
»e cai^ to expc»e to tbe rabble. 
And to that end several of than with 
the asistance off mme 21 affect«i and 
retime spirim amongst us iwd al 
imagimble iiiean« to stirr up tbe In- 
babilMis €M tbs CStty to edition and 
reteffioB, tot 'Gto be thanked who bath 
oiir endeavoiirs that wee haw 
he^mm prevented tbeir dat^otiiis de¬ 
signs, but hnow not bow long wee 
to abfc m resist tbeir fuitber attemps. 

But BOW wm ware umew allarmed 
frcm Albany that IiMlians in that 
Cbunty ware Jealous off this gouvem- 
meiit and that some Ii»leiM2« bad 
fe^n committed by than cxcasioned as 
wee siip|x»e by mcaiies off mme Ibels 
mmI ftfaAiMA lately «ki^ feiai BMton 
pos«»ing tbe Indian with learc that 
Sir litoiiiiii bad. ^aed with tbc' IreiKb 
off Canida to cutt than off. 


Its most certaine that tbe Gouvemor 
off Canida will not slip tbis opportiaiaity 
to inflame those jealousies and [by] all 
faire and plaiesable meanes endeavour 
to unite our Indians to himselfe which 
would tend to tbe utter ruine off all the 
English settlements on this Continent 

'^S^erefore wee shall not be wanting 
to use our utmost endeavors for tbe re¬ 
moving off said jealousies and tbe se¬ 
curing off our five Cantons and warlike 
Indian nations to our selves. In the 
midst off all tbe troubles within our 
selves wee ware dayly allarmed with 
rumors off warr with France, which oc¬ 
casioned a resolve to be made for new 
fortifying off tbis Citty since aU the 
former (for what reason wee know not) 
are suffered to fall to ruine, if not for 
some part demolished, but how to raise 
money for tbe accomplishing of any sucffi 
fortifications noe way could be found to 
resolve us there in as our condition is 
now. 

Att this very conjuncture off time be¬ 
gan severall off the marchants to dis¬ 
pute the paying off any customes and 
other duties as illegally established and 
seeing thatt it was not possible to put 
a stop to tbeir currant or to uphold tbe 
revenue on the same foot wee conveaned 
all the dvell and mOitary officers off this 
Citty and with tbeir consent and advise 
did order that tbe said revenue arrizing 
by tbe customs, excise and weigh being 
from the first day off tbis instant month 
off May should be applyed towards tbe 
paying and defraying off the charges off 
said fortifications by which meanes wee 
hope in some manner to preserve the 
said revenue. .. . 

In all th^ Revolutions and troubles 
wee have been deprived off all advice 
and a^istance off any other off the mem¬ 
bers off the Councell soe thatt all the 
burthen in this pr^ent conjuncture has 
onely laine on th-ose few members re¬ 
siding in New Yorcke. 
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32. Nicholson’s Government Repudiated 

A. Two Councilors Beg to be Excused, May 22, i68g 

["Minutes of the Coimcell att New Yorke/* May 
22, 1689, “Booiments Rdating to the Adminis¬ 
tration of Jacob Lttslar/* N.-Y, Hist, Soc., Col~ 
lections, 1 (1868), 265“66] 

Colonel [Andrew] Hamilton and Colo- tenant Gonvernor having spoken to him 
nel [William (Tangier)] Smith being in that behalfe. Butt hee living att 
sent for . . . came to New Yorcke and Setaucket the middle off Long Island 
declared their readinesse to serve the ware the people already shoocke off this 
king and country and appeared before gouvemment and taking him to be a 
the Gouvemor and Councell. papist or a frind off them, fears if hee 

Colonel Hamilton first speaking said should goe to Boston that the people 
That he is always ready to serve Sir in his towne would rise and plunder 
Edmund Andros and the Country, but his house, if not offer violence to Im 
finds him selfe obliged by a Commission family, and for the r^t is off the same 
off Sir Edmund Andros to be judge off opinion as Colonel Hamilton, 
the inferior Courts off Comon pleas in The lieutenant Governor and Coun- 
East Jersey, which are to be kept the cell, taking the matter in mature de- 
first, second and third Wednesday in liberation seeing the upror^ in all parts 
June and alsoo that the people there is off the Gouvemment, the people in¬ 
still in quiett and [he] feares that his censed against his Excellency by the li- 
at^nce from thc^e Courts might throw bells and other reports from Boston, and 
the people in mutiny or rebellion. And alsoo having received a letter from Si- 
since he came in New Yorcke finding mon Bradstreet and Wait Winthrop, 
the people all in an uprore and disaf- Esq., att Boston wherein they refuse to 
fected to Ms Excellency by reason off the sett Ms Excellency att liberty, and alsoo 
rumors they had from people coming having heard that Major Brockholst, Ma- 
from Boston, did tMnck it not advisable jor MacGregory and George Lockhart 
in these dangerous times to act any fur- are taken att Pemaquid, the Lieutenant 
ther for fear it would bring the place in Gouvemor and Councell tMnck it mc^t 
actual rebellion. safe to for bear acting in the premises 

Colonel Smith alsoo shewed and de- till they see the minds off the people 
dared Ms willingnesse to serve his Ex- better satisfied and quieted, 
cellency Sir Edmund Andros, The Lieu- 

B. Nicholson Rejects Albany’s Offer to Fight, May 24, 1689 

[“Minutes tbe Ck^tmod! att New Ynrke/* May 
24, 1689, “Docmnents Rdating to tbe Adminis¬ 
tration of Jacob Lidder/' N.-Y. Skxt, Cof- 
lections, i (1868), 266-67] 

The [Lieutenant] Governor havinge with them, but that to the contrary be- 
received a letter from the Majestiates att tween sixty and seaventy young men 
Albany acquainting his honor that the thatt ware two years agoe taken and 
affaires with Indians is in a pretty plundered by the French and kept in 
good state and noe feare off any trouble prison by them are gott tc^ther and 
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demand comission or letter off martt 
to lo C^nida and take off [from] tlie 
Frencii subjects tlieir estate so mudi as 
mM pay tbon for their gixxis taken with 
al damage, etc. 

The Goiiremor and Councell taking 
the same into consideradon did think it 
nectary to send than the folowing let- 
tOTj Yia. 

New Yonie, i6%. May the 24th. 
Gendaneii, 

Wee have received yours ... and have 
coamiiiiiicated the same to al the magis- 
nate off this Citiy, who are afl off one 
smaEimoas opinioii that it is not safe 


for this gouvernment to suffer or to give 
any commission or letter off mart to the 
Young men that ware at Ottawa To goe 
towards Canida or elsewheare. Because 
wee dayly expect orders out off England 
and doe not know wether it is warr or 
peace between England and France. But 
[we] recommend their readinesse if oc¬ 
casion should bee, and therefore you 
must in noe manner suffer their pro¬ 
ceedings. If att any time you have letters 
or messingere from any part off New 
England you are to send them to us, 
to prevent the stirring off division 
amongst you and us. 


C. Nic2iols0N Repubiateb by the New York City Militia, 
May 31, 1689 


The Q>uiMefl heiiig mett the lieu- 
teimit Gouvmior ac^iiaintiai the beard 
that mmt part off die Citty*s 
whtte in reixHioii, Yliat mx ocsiiaii'ds, 
ether from Mm selfe or their Ckrlonel 
[Nicholas Bayard] ware in any wafs re- 
gardoi nor ol^yecL That he was creciiMy 
informed wme off the officos ware the 


f‘Minntes of tiie Coimcell att New Yorke," May 
51, 1689, '‘Doannents Relating to tlie Adminis¬ 
tration of Jacob Leisler/* N.-Y. Hist. Soc., Col¬ 
lections^ 1 (186S), s68] 

Instigatore and Inflamers off it, and 
thorefore desired the Mayor to conveane 
tins aftamoone att the Citty hall the 
Court of Mayor Aldermen Comon Coun- 
ceH and all the military officers of this 
Citty ioT to advise with them off this 
matter off great moment, which accord¬ 
ingly was ordered. 


The Insurrection Accomplished 


I3» Tte .Matmr erf the Uprising 


A. The lN-HAEiT.^vrs of New Yore Cfty Rise. May 31 , 1689 


Tie Ia};ab:ants of New Yorke ryseii^ 
tisj a-ftimoone iiave ulen possession trf 
ihs Font, disanceiJ tie soaldieis, and 
csszs %i± a Knaadron aimed in Coiatt 


fMimitcs of the Gen^eral Meeting of the Lt. Gov., 
Ckmncil, Aldennen, and Common Council New 
City, and Military Officers, May 31, 1689, 
T^xamoits Relating to the Adntinistration of 
Lmsierr N.-Y. Hist. Soc. Collections, 1 
(iSK), »88| 

d^nding tie keys of the Garrison and 
with force would and will have them. 
They forced Captain Lodwick to come 
into the Town hall and ratru. there 
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aimed demandiiig tlie keys againe and 
would have them delivered to Captain 
Lodwick. The Lieutenant Governor 
seeing himself forced asked the advice of 
this Board what to doe in this confused 
businesse. 

This Board for to hinder and prevent 
bloodshed and further mischiefe and for 
endeavouring to quiett the minds of the 
people think it best considering they 
being forced to itt to let them have the 
keys. 


His Honor propcseing to this Board 
what way or whether any mean^ may be 
found to reduce this people from their 
riseing or what otho: method may bee 
taken to bring them to their forma: 
obedience. This Board are of opinion 
that there is noe way to reduce them by 
force but their advice is, since they are 
rise on their owne heads without any 
aid that they be lett alone for some 
time. 


B. The New Yore City Militia Explains Its Actions, June 1689 


Although wee your Majesties dutifixl 
loyall and obedient subjects have not 
yet Received the honor to have your 
Majesties proclaimed amongst us , . . 
yet wee haveing by way of Barbadoes, 
received the joyful news and undoubted 
satisfaction, that your Majestys being 
proclaimed King of England France and 
Ireland, wee cannot forbear to prostrate 
ourselves with aU submission at your 
Royall feet, and to expresse our exceed- 
ing joy. . . . Blessing the great God of 
heaven and earth who has pleased to 
make your Majesty so happy an instru¬ 
ment in our deliverance from Tyranny, 
popery and slavery, and to put it into 
your Royall breasts to undertake so glor¬ 
ious a work towards the reestablishment 
and pr^ervation of the true protestant 
Religion, liberty and property. . . . We 
having also long groaned under the 
same oppression, having been governed 
of late, mc«t part, by papists who had 
in a most arbitrary way subverted our 
ancient priviledges, makir^ us in effect 
slaves to their will contrary to the laws 
of England. And this was chiefly ef¬ 
fected by those who are known ennemies 
to our Religion and liberty. Yet we have 
with all humbleness submitted ourselves 
thereto, not doubting but the great Gk>d 
would in Ms own time send us deliver- 


[Ad<ir«i of the Milida to King Williaia HI 
and Queen Mary, June i6%, O'Caliaghan, ed.. 
Documents ReUime to Cokmml New York, IH, 

583-84] 

ance. . . . Now we your Majesties most 
loyall subjects being not only encour¬ 
aged but invited by your Royall declara¬ 
tion at your first arrivall in England, 
as alsoe since by the unanimous declara¬ 
tion of the Lords spiritual and temporal 
assembled at Westminster, thought it our 
bounden duty to do our endevour to 
pr^erve and secure ourselv^, and to 
preserve our being betrayed to any 
forraigne Ennemy, wMch we have done 
without any lett or hindrance or any 
molestation to any person by ta k ing 
possession in your Majesty's names of 
the fort of this dtty—disarming some 
few papists therein—^and do keep and 
guard said fort against all your Majesties 
ennemies whatsoever until such time 
[as] your Majesty's Royall will shall be 
further known, wholly submitting our¬ 
selves to your Majestyes pleasure herein. 
Yet we had not presumed to have done 
this before we had your Majestyes Royal 
order, but that we were under most 
just fears and jealousyes to have been 
betrayed to our ennemy. Our late Gov- 
ernour Sir Edmund Andros executing 
a most arbitrary commission procured 
from the late King, most in command 
over us being bitter papists; our Lieu¬ 
tenant Governor Captain Nicholson, al- 
tho a pretended protesmnt, yet, con- 
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trarj botli to liis promis-es and pretences, 
coiinfenaiicing the Popish party, deny¬ 
ing to exclude l>o£li Officers in the cus- 
tcMH house and Souldiers in the fort, be- 
ii^ incKt Papists, contrary to the known 
laws of England, altho he was often 
thereto wHdted, and the Companies of 
our train bands keeping guard in the 
said fort teing threatened by the said 
Ueutenant Governor Captain Nicholson 
for acting nothing heyond their duty 
... placing a sentinnel at a certain sally 
|M>rt in the said fort where we might 
JiBlIy suspect an ennemy to enter, and 
at Kime otho* convenient places which 
the »me, which he refuseing, 
mttttaMng secretly at the time 
^voali soiddios wholly strangers to 


the Towne being some Irish into the 
Garrison and threatning our serjeants 
and [one] of the officers ... to pistol 
them with unreasonable expressions to 
fire the town about our ears or words 
to that effect, and of the rash hasty and 
furious expressions and threats against 
us for so acting our duty civilly and 
with submission. . . . We have been fain 
to do, and now do with all submission 
lay ourselves at the feet of your sacnred 
Majestyes, humbly imploring your Maj- 
estyes favor and protection assuring your 
Majestyes our only design and intentions 
was to secure ourselves and coulitry to 
be wholly devoted to your Majestyes 
will and pleasure in the disposeing of 
our Government 


G. Ck>LONEL Bayard’s Version of the Uprising, June 4, 1689 


CMwri Bayard gave an account to 
tlie Coonceil in what manner most part 
she soIdiHs of Captain Minviele, Cap- 
taia Peyster, Captain Lodwiti, and 
^ptain de Bniyn on yesterday being 
hj anaes att the place off Parade befcwe 
the fcmt, had been disobedient to the 
cMands off their said ofBcers and in a 
leb^as manner left their said 
wat to the font to side widi C^ptato 
Leiiler and committed insuferable in- 


* jur. 


with hii sloope from Barbados, was 
H* landing not suffacd a> 
any person teing forced by a £le 
n««jn«eers to goe into the font, : 
ia gaietts, etc taken fimn him. 

That Nicholas G«rits arrira» al 
frra BarbadM 'bringing the fost < 
tame new that the most fflustri, 
^ace William off Orange and print 
ware proclaimed att Barbai 
King and Qneea of En^d, etc, wit 
»la>o was confirmed fay a gasette off th 


[“Minutes of tbe CminceU att New Yorke,” June 
4 » i68g, “Documents Relating to the Adminis¬ 
tration of Jacob Leisler/' N.-Y. Hist. Soc., Cal- 
lections^ 1 (1868), 1^69-70] 

being proclaimed in London) was served 
in Hke manner. 

That they having intelligence thatt 
Philip French a marcdiant who lately ar¬ 
rived from England to Boston, would 
be here this night by land. A file of 
musquetteirs was sent by the Captain off 
the fortt about a mile out of the towne 
to seize and bring him into the fortt, 
which accordingly was done. 

^^at Nicholas de la Plyne arriving 
from Beaton in his vessel was served in 
like manner, aH the letters he brought 
demanded, and two letters directed to 
the Major [Stephanus Van] Gortlandt 
broke open and read in the fort and 
sent [to] him 

Colonel Bayard made his complaint 
that being about some business att the 
^tome house. Captain Leisler came 
in, and by filthy and scurrilous expres- 
aons called him over and over You a 
Colonel off a thaimical! power, with 
several other threatning words, that he 
would see him hanged etc. 
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The said Colonel Bayard acquainted 
the Coimcell alsoo that by the instigation 
off said Leisler the rabble was sett on 
and so invetteritt against him because 
he would not take the people part 

D. Captain Leisler's Version of 


I make bold to acquaint you [the gov¬ 
ernor of Ma^chusetts Bay Colony] of 
the securing of the fort by the traine 
bonds of New york. ... In two dayes 
after the Govemcu- and his Counsell 
with severall of their creatm^ had 
gained so much upon the people that 
they were afraied and halfe of myne 
company . . . they worked most upon 
had left me, but the second of this in¬ 
stant, being my "iwitch in the fort I came 
with 49 men and entered in the fort 
. . . whereupon I resolved not to leave 
tin I had brought all the traine bound 
fully to joine with me. The 3d wee had 
newes of three ships in sight upon which 
I tooke occasione to alarume the towne 
and gott five captan^ beside me and 
400 men to signe the endc^ed ... which 
discouraged the adverse party, and since 
they have been indifferent stiU. The 
Lieut. Governor NicholIs[on] is de¬ 
parted last night without taking leave. It 
is beleeved he intends to goe with CoUo- 
nell Dongan who has layen in the bay 


against the Lieutenant Gouvemour, 
That by very credible hands he was in¬ 
formed that he was in great danger to 
be devoured and his house pulled 
downe, etc. 

THE Uprising, June 4 , 1689 

[LcMcr to Siffloo Biadtaoet, Jtme 4, 1^, Ed¬ 
mund B. O’Callagfian, ©d.. The Docmnentmrj 
Hisioty of the State of Nem York, 4 vols. (Al¬ 
bany, 1849-51), n, 3-4] 

this sixteen dayes. . . . the most |^trt 
of the country have invited the rest to 
appeare as a counsell o£. safty two men 
out of one [i.e., each] Cbunty, the sfith 
of this instanL In the mean tytne the 
fort is guarded by five coinpaiiies[,] two 
watches[,] 1J4 company |« n^t, and 
the Capt whose watch it is is for that 
tyme Captain of the fort, the CkiHector in 
the Custome house is a rank papkt, I 
cannot gett the o&er Captanes to re¬ 
solve to tume him out, but acts sdil as 
before. The Mayor medles with no civill 
affaires and discourages constables to 
keep the peace expecting some seditione 
for to make the Inhabitants odious. 
There is nonfe] acts other then in 
quality of a single Capt Sir Edmond 
Andrew and his wicked crew have car¬ 
ried ail the Records out of this country 
to Beaton, I hope hy the prudent care 
in the late expeditione at Boston have 
taken care to pr^erve it, and I request 
you "take a spmall care for it 


34. Nicholson Leaves the Colony, June 6,1689 


The lieutenant Gouvernor and Coun¬ 
cell being mett itt was the advico of the 
Councill that it was most safe for the 
Lieutenant Govemour to depart lor 


[‘‘Minutes of tbe Ckmncjdl att New Ym±e,'* June 
6, 1689, “Bocoments Rdadi^ to tim Adminis- 
traticHi erf Jacob Lmsier/" N.-Y. Hist. Soc., Cof- 
lectkms, 1 (186®),. 270] 

England hy the first ship, for to give an 
account of the desperate and deplorable 
state of the government, and to pray 
for some immediate releese. 
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35. Diveigent Views of Leisler's Rule 
A. The Leislerian View, December 1689 


A memoriaH of wiiat lias CMXuired In 
. - . New York since the news of Dieir 
Majesties liappy Arrivall in England. 
&ttiag foTtli tiie neccKity of ronO'Vmg 
Capt. Frauds Xicliolsoii (late lieuten¬ 
ant Gmcnmi of the said Province) and 
piitting die command thereof into [tiie| 
lands of suA {«soi3s, of whcKe itfelity 
and ^MMi Inclimtioii to tiieir present 
Majotics tlie aforesaid Province is wel 
assarcd. 

aid lipL Miciiolson (in imita- 
tioa of !m P]rcdcces»r, CMlonel Bon- 
gan) wkoHy n^lecttti to repair the Fort 
and Fcitifeatioiis of the city, aiMi tha t 
not WTtlioiit a Tehanent snspidon, 
^oelif ti» H«e e^y m Ixtmj the 
Mine mm the enonies hands, of which 
he gave the said Proviite siificaent 
groiasds of apprehensions hy dismvmi^ 
kith hf wemis and actions, his disafe:- 
tiesa to the happy RCToIedon in Ei^- 
Imd, and to the inhahitanis of ihas 
Gtf hy ihieaieiiiiig to fire the saimya 
alx>iit their ears. 

Ifhcwaixm the Inhahitaats in ordo* 
to mjsis the said Fort and City for their 
Manila use and to repair 2 Md imtSj 
the same and to place the govemment 
cl iltt Province in the hands of «Mne of 
sMonhted loyalty and affttrdon to their 
present Maj«tia Did remove the said 
Cipt NkhoiKJis, and made choice of 
Capt Jacob Lefslo* with a Qumnittee 
|who wm also chi«ii hy the people) 
to lake into their hands the Care and 
Cliwfc of the Govemment imtiH Their 
Mi^dei Pleasure should he fintho- 
icowis. 

Shortly after arrived their Majesties 
Pr^^iamdon to Pnxiaiiii then King 
and Queen of England, France and Ire- 
Iiad, notice whoeof was givm to 


[Benjamin Blagge's Memorial, O'CaHaghan, ed.. 
Documentary History of New York^ II, 55-58] 

of the former Coundll and to the Mayor 
and Aldimen of the City to assist in 
proclaiming thereof with the projper 
ceremonies for that solemnity, who de¬ 
sired an hours time to consider of ih 
which time being expired and no com- 
piyance yielded, but on the contrary an 
aversion discovered thereto. The said 
CapL Leisler accompanyed with the 
G>mmittee and most part of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, did with all the Demonstrations 
of Joy and affection they were capable 
of celebrate the same. 

Whereupon the Mayor and Aldermen 
were suspended and some persons con¬ 
fined, who were the most eminent in 
opfKmng Their Majesties Interest and 
this Revolution, and some short time 
after this Their Majesties Letter ar¬ 
rived, Directed to Capt. Francis Nichol- 
ton E^, Lieutenant Governor of Their 
Majestic Province of New York and in 
his absence, to such as for the time being 
do take care for the preservation of their 
Majesties Peace, and Admimstring the 
Laws in that Their Majesties Province, 
Ordering such to take upon them the 
Place of Lieutenant Governor and Com¬ 
mander in Chief of the said Province, 
and to prodaim Kii^ William and 
Queen Mary King and Queen of Eng¬ 
land Scotland France and Deland and 
Supreme Lord and Lady of the Province 
of New York, if not already done, which 
"was accordingly performed. 

The Inhabitants of the said City and 
Frowmee, conceiving that by vertue of 
Their Maj^ti« said Letter, the said 
Gapt, Leider was sufficiently Impowered 
to Recave the same and to act accord- 
i^ly It gave th-e rn a generall satisfac¬ 
tion, whereupon the said ^^Committee 
ware immediately dismissed and a Conn- 
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oil chosen by whose assistance Capt. 
JLeisier acts in the said Government pur¬ 
suant to His Majestys Order. 

The members of the former Govern¬ 
ment notwithstanding gave all the op¬ 
position they could to this Reformation 
and have created a Faction in the said 
Province to the [point of] endangering 
the loss thereof, since it happens at a 
time that we are under condnuaH alamns 
from the frequent attacks the French 
make upon our Frontiers. So that with¬ 
out the care and precaution aforesaid 
this Their Majesties Province was in 
apparent hazard of being delivered up 
to the Canada Forces belonging to the 
French King, whereby Their present 
Majesties most loyall protestant subjects 
of this Province would have been rend¬ 
ered miserable, equall to their fears, and 
this Province become a Colony of the 
French.... 

The Fort and City are therefore now 
in a good posture wanting only Ammu¬ 
nition. 

The Commissions are called in from 
those of the former Militia who acted 
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under Colonel Dongan and Sir Edmond 
Andros, and other Commissions granted 
in the name of their present Majesties 
to such as are well affected to their Maj¬ 
esties Interest. 

Upon these our actings for the Secur¬ 
ing Their Majesties Interest in this 
Province and conserving the publick 
Peace our enemys have endeavoured all 
they can to misrepresent us and load us 
with Reproach, by terming our afore¬ 
said proceedings a Dutch Flott, because 
indeed three quarter parts of the In¬ 
habitants are descended from the Butch 
and speak that language, and they also 
threaten our ruine if ever the Govern¬ 
ment come into their hands again. 

Which that it may not doe, and Their 
Majesties most loyal and dutifull sub¬ 
jects in this province may reap the bene¬ 
fit and blessing of this most happy Revo¬ 
lution, and not be made a Prey to most 
implacable and Insulting enemies on 
our Borders, who are ready to enter and 
devour us—^humbly Submitting ourselves 
to your Majesties most Royal Will and 
Pleasure. 


B. The View of the Displaced Councilors, April 27, 1691 


For the greater quiet and satisfacon 
of the people, the said Capt. Nicholson 
admitted Detachments of the Citty Mi¬ 
litia and desired the assistance of the 
severall Coimtyes of the Province as well 
for their Counciil and advice as the 
comon defence to Watch and ward in 
the Fort which gave occasion to Captain 
Leislm: and others ... all men of meane 
birth sordid Education and desperate 
Fortunes by inflaming the people with 
idle and improbable stories and false 
suggestions whilst Capt. Nicholson and 
the others of the Counciil assisted with 
the Mayor and Ald^ermen of the City 
and Militia Officers of the province all 
Protestants and piindpall Freeholders 


[The Answa: of Bayard and NicoHs to Benja¬ 
min Blagge's Memorial, O’Callaghan, cd.. Docu¬ 
mentary History of New York, U, 388-90] 

were Consulting att the City Hall for 
the peace and preservation of the Coun¬ 
try to expen the garrison force the keys 
from Capt Nicholson and assumed this 
military power over their Majesties sub¬ 
jects of this province[.] which poynt be¬ 
ing so far gayned the lesser and meaner 
part of the people being overawed by 
the strength of the Fort were easily in¬ 
duced to choose such a Committe as 
they were directed for the Confiimacon 
of the actions of the said Leisler and 
others his foUowers. 

The Gentlemen of the former Coun- 
ciU Mayor and aldermen of the Citty 
were not made acquainted with any 
order or proclamation For proclaiming 

Hl/fiT LIBRARY 

fiARREBIE-MELLOII UNlVERSITy 
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rli«T Majesties in this province but on 
the Qintrary upon Riniior of such 
oriias being come to the Towne, they 
XMt to Leysler and othm to enquire of 
the truth but could have no certaine in- 
from than. And what aversion 
|XKibly rould be discovered in those 
persons to their Majestic prcsf^ty and 
acc^ion to the throne their letter to 
the &€xetary of State u|x>n the first 
newes of the Revolution their Educa- 
doB and constancy in the profusion of 
the protestant Religion and 0>n£inuall 
affection to the English Crowne may 
saffidently evincx and the Journals of 
their pnxeediiigs in those tim« appar¬ 
ently declare. 

The Mayor and Aldmnen, were not 
siispendal but ronayned untill the 
ihihI time of [their] ele^on* nor did 
any iff tl» porois cxmfined in any man¬ 
ner oppc» thdr Majati« interest or 
the levolution but wore afl of them of 
the protestant Religion vrel affected to 
their ^Majesda famous and Government 
and the Empire of the English Crowne 
in that pans. 

The Inhabitants of the Province vrerre 
fair from uadastandii^ his Majaties 
letter to be directed for Capt Leisler 
or that any |»wm or authorityes tbermn 
Ctemained were given to him. The Let¬ 
ters was not openly omimiinicated but 
when divers; of their Majesties gcx>d 
and faitMul protetant Leige Subjects 
piindpal Fteeholdm of the provi,nce 


desired of Capt. Leysler who had sur¬ 
reptitiously got the same into Ms own 
hands that they might either have a 
Coppy or heare the same read that they 
might pay aU duty and obedience to 
their Majesties Orders accordingly, they 
ware not only denyed the same but dis¬ 
missed with menaces contempt and rude 
language. 

Noe Reluctance or Resistance in the 
least was ever shewne or offered to their 
Majesties Government in the province 
but St was received with a hearty and 
Unanimous Consent and general Joy 
and gladness and the only Opposition 
that ever was made was against the mani- 
fet irraconal and intollerable violence 
and oppression of Jacob jLeisler and Ms 
faction, whose Religion before those 
times was as unaccomptable and ob¬ 
scure as their birth and fortunes by 
whose occasion the Ruin^ of Scanechta- 
dae [Schenectady] and other deprada- 
tions of the French and Indians hap¬ 
pened and unto whom the same is wholly 
attributed..,. 

Tbe notion of a Dutch Plott cannot 
be appHcable to Leysler and his adher¬ 
ents. The much greater part of Albany 
which wholy Consists of dutch people 
and al the men of b«t repute for Re¬ 
ligion Estates and Integrity of the dutch 
Nation throughout the whole Province 
having alwayes been manifestly against 
Le^er and his Society in all their illeg¬ 
al! and Irr^^ar prcKreeediogs. 


CHAPTER SIX 


THE CONSEQUENCES OF REBELLION 


A ^ opened, the old aristocracy of the colony, either im- 

-Cl. prisoned, exiled, or in hiding, eagerly awaited the arrival of Gov¬ 
ernor Henry Slough ter, and they joyously greeted the entrance of three 
vessels into the harbor on January 28. Their initial enthusiaism, was 
somewhat dampened when they realized that the Governor was not 
aboard his ship had separated from the others near Bermuda. Only 
Captain Richard Ingoldesby of the company of foot soldiers and several 
councilors-designate arrived, and they had no authority imtil the Gov¬ 
ernor proclaimed his commission. 

t^eisler faced a delicate question of protocol, for Ingoldesby, al¬ 
though legally powerless, was the vanguard of the new government. It 
■was politic to treat him well. Leisler offered accomodations to the new 
royal troops, but Ingoldesby insisted that he would only accept the fort 
itself as befitting the king’s soldiers. This Leisler refused; he had 
sQrong doubts as to Ingoldesby’s real intentions, and rumors of a Catho¬ 
lic plot to seize the colony still persisted. Neither side would give in, 
and the growing tension culminated in a minor battle on March 17, a 
fight which would shordy assume tragic proportions. 

When Sloughter’s vessel finally arrived on March 19, he sent In¬ 
goldesby three times to demand the fort’s surrender. Each time, Leisler 
returned an emissary to make certain that the Governor had really ar¬ 
rived and carried a commission from William and Mary, not James II. 
The emissaries were cast into jail, as were Leisler and his aides when 
they finally capitulated after the third demand. 

Governor Sloughter surrounded himself with the leaders of the old 
entrenched party of privilege, men who had suffered most at Leisler’s 
hands. These men were determined to make of that misguided zealot 
an example that would deter all future upstarts from following in his 
footsteps. Preparations were therefore quickly completed for the trial 
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of the rebel leaders on charges of treason and murder for their opposi¬ 
tion to Ingoldesby by force of arms two days before Sloughter landed in 

the colony. 

Aside from the surprising acquittal of two of the defendants, the 
results of the trial were a foregone conclusion. Leisler refused to recog¬ 
nize the court's right to sit in judgment on his actions as Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor, claiming that only the Crown itself could do so, and he was tried 
as a mute along xfith his son-in-law, Jacob Milborne. The eight other 
defendants pleaded inncxrent. Leisler, Milborne, and six others were 
comicted of the crisis charged to them and sentenced to be executed 
(No. 36 A). l\Tiile reprieves were granted to the six lesser figures, there 
was a sharp division of opinion as to the fate of the two leaders. Many 
supported a reprieve finding the King's pleasure (No. 36 B), but 
Sloughter s advisers bitterly opposed such a move (No. 36 G-D). Buffeted 
by contrary views, Sloughter left the decision in the hands of the Coun¬ 
cil, coiii|xbM of Leisler's bitterest enemies, and they quickly resolved 
to make an example of Leisler and Milborne. Two days later, the lead¬ 
ers were taken to the gallows where Leisler made a moving speech (No. 
§6 He and Ms son-in-Iaiv were then hanged and their heads separated 
from their bcMiies. 

Although the rebellion was over, two martyrs had been created, and 
the aftennath of the executiom reverberated throughout the colony for 
a quarter of a century. Succesive governors aligned themselves with the 
old privileged order in the colony and did nothing to alleviate the prob- 
Ions whidi originally prompted the rebellion. Even the Assembly, 
irhich was re-«tablished and promptly adopted an impressive bill of 
rights (No, 37), quickly fell prey to factionalism. Thus those d.iscoii- 
toiied for any reason constantly evoked the memories of the martyrs, 
and the Hcxxiy sfendard was frequently unfurled. The bitterness of 
New lork |X)litics was accentuated, the issues confused, and the real 
problems ignored under the camouflage of intense partisanship. 

In the years following, the Leislerian versus anti-Leislerian hostility 
extended to e\ ery field of endeavor, and even spread beyond the bounds 
of tht colony-—Governor Sir Wiliam PMps of Ma^achusetts became 
involved in a running aigument with Governor Fletcher over the fate 
of Abraham Gouvemeur, who ^ped from New York while under 
.^ntencc. Governors Sloughter, Ingoldesby, and Fletcher were either 
corrupt, or both, and they severely repressed the Leislerians while 
unimng the conflia for their own ends (No. 38). By allying themselves 
with L.e anti-LeisIenans, they frequently found their administrations 
easy and mmmm& pemonaily profitable. 

^Although unable to bring about a change within New York the 
Leislcnans were busy in England. Wiffi the help of the Massachiietts 
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agents and other friends in London, they secured an order to stop all 
further prosecutions of the Leislerians, a pardon for those still under 
sentence, and eventually a parliamentary reversal of the attainder 
against Leisler and Milborne. Most important, they finally secured the 
recall of the hated Benjamin Fletcher and his replacement by the Earl 
of Bellomont. 

Of all these governors, Bellomont alone sought to create an equi¬ 
librium in order to break the vicious pattern that dominated the colo¬ 
ny s politics, and for a time he seemed to succeed. But he, too, finally 
bent under the pressure, although he fell in with the Leislerians rather 
than their enemies. During the latter part of his administration, Lei¬ 
sler s followers began to exact the vengeance of which they had long 
dreamed—^Leisler’s and Milborne^s bodies were exhumed and reburied 
with the pomp due a royal governor, their estates were restored to their 
families, and their followers first tasted the fruit of power and high of¬ 
fice (No. 39 A, C). In a private lament, Robert Livingston, a leading 
anti-Leislerian, expressed his resentment in verse (No. 39 B). 

Bellomont’s sudden death left the government in the hands of his 
cousin, John Nanfan, a weak and ineffectual administrator, who became 
a tool of the Leislerians. Now the old aristocracy felt the bitter lash of 
persecution (No. 40). Nicholas Bayard was convicted of treason under the 
statute he had helped write to suppress the Leislerians, Robert Living¬ 
ston s estate was confiscated, and James Graham and Stephanus Van 
Cordandt became prime targets but cheated the Leislerians by dying 
too soon. 

With the appointment of Edward Hyde, Lord Combury, perhaps 
the most venal governor in New York's history, the vindictiveness in¬ 
dulged in by the Leislerians came to an end and the reverse situation 
developed. Better than any predecessor or successor, Cornbury learned 
how to utilize the split within the colony to his own advantage, and he 
eventually became repugnant to those on both sides who were not 
totally immoral (No. 41). As soon as his commission expired, he was 
cast into a debtor s prison in New York City where he remained until 
his father's death transferred to him the title and wealth of the earldom 
of Clarendon. 

Not until the arrival of Robert Hunter did the colony have a gov¬ 
ernor both strong enough and shrewd enough to break with the in¬ 
grained pattern of violent hatred. He realized the failings of the previ¬ 
ous administrations, and he sought to compose the differences instead 
of inflaming them. Certain natural factors came to his help—the stale¬ 
ness of the old battle cries, development of new problems to which the 
old factional scheme was irrelevant, the death of many of the original 
participants—^and he used these to the utmost. By the end of his tenure. 
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the old woimds were finally healed and the Assembly for the first time 
lauded a governor (No. 42). The Old Testament approach of an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth gave way to a more sophisticated view, 
a realization that the power of public office could be more effectively 
and profitably used to enhance one’s ovm fortune instead of dissipating 
it in the fruitless pursuit of vengeance. 


The Collapse of the Leislerian Movement 


36. The Creation of Martyrs 


A. Sentences Against Leisler and Milborne, April 8 , 1691 


XIieTCfore It Is Considared by tbe 
said of om ^d Lord and Lady 

tbe King and 'Queen Now bere that tbe 
said Jacob Leisler Jacob MEtoume and 
Gerraidos Beefanan be Caixyed to tbe 
plac^ from Wbence they Came and from 
tbence to tbe place of Extt:iition that 
tbore tbey shall. se¥erall[y] banged by 


[Lawrmce H. Leda:, ed., “Rccortis of the Trials 
of Jacob Ldda: and His Associates," N.-Y. Hist- 
Soc., ilnm-teriy, $6 (1952), 454 ] 

tbe Neck and being Alive tbeir bodjs 
be Cntt Downe to tbe Earth that tbeir 
Bowells be taken out and they being 
Alive burnt before tbeir faces that tbdr 
beads shall be struck off and tbeir 
Bodys Gutt in four parts and which shall 
be D«pc^ed of as tbeir Majestic Shall 
Assigne. 


B. A Bcotonian Expects Clemency, April i6 , 1691 


I feare ere 1 with many more may 
be ^d of an op|«tiiiil£y of tap ping 
Sanctuary undo- your protection. We 
harden our Selves in our Rebelli o ns by 
every Instance cautionary to us of our 
own case, and I tiunke I am safe, when 
I conclude our Seas drawe Incnurrage- 
mente from evoy report of il de signes, 
ufK>n the pr^nt State in Ei^Iand, and 
some say o|xnly that a td Revolution 
is of alBolute necessity there. Tbe mock 


fFiaiMis Fm:cpo& to William Blathwayt, Apr. 
li, 1691, Blathwayt Papers, V, CdLooial WH- 
Kamslmig, Iikl] 

Governor (Quondum) at New Yorke, 
tl^ proceedings against him occasions 
different disa>urse, but tbe Sume of aE 
is that it would recomend Governor 
Slougbter to tbe wise and good men of 
tbe world to reserve him for an In¬ 
stance of the King's vaunted Qemency. 
The complications of this crime it 
seemes badi lessened tbe guilt, being 
soe like our own pattern we canot but 
love our own Bratt from- Yorke. 
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C. Antt-Leislerians Demand Blood Vengeance, May 6 , 1691 


I suppose tliat all of them will be re- 
prie¥ed dll tbe Kings Pleasure be 
knowne except the two first [Leisler and 
Milbome], who have been the greatest 
Rogues and do still remaine obstinate! 
Tho 'tis feared and dreaded by many 
(that wish weU to his Excellency and the 
Safety of the Government) that the In¬ 
struments that saved P[eter] D[e] 
L[anoy] and S[amuel] EdsaU will pre- 
vaile to procure a reprieve for them al- 
soo; which if it should soo happen, it 


[Nicholas Bayard to Francis Nicholson, May 6, 
1691, Blathwayt Papers, VII, Colonial WiUiams- 
bmg, Inc.] 

win soo distress all honest men that it 
win be the occasione that many will be 
forced to remove themselvo to some 
safer parts^ since itts to be expected that 
in case no exemplar punishment of such 
heinous crimes be made, that the Cry of 
the Innocent blood which they have soo 
barbarously Spilt will not only remaine 
as a curse uppon us, but if those villaines 
be winkt at and soo past by, wee must 
expect to be free from like wicked at¬ 
tempts no longer. 


D. The Failure to Secure Complete Retribution, May 7, 1691 


The circomstances wee now are in 
renders evary one very uneasy, and 
arises from this cause: EdsaU, Belanoy, 
Williams, Gotten [Coerteen], Beekman, 
Br^ier, Vermelie, Milbom, and Leisler 
being the chiefest actors in our late dis¬ 
turbances have been arrained for high 
treason, and all except the two last 
pleaded and past their tryalls, EdsaU 
and Delanoy By the strange favourable 
charge given by Mr^ Dudley and the ig¬ 
norance of the jury, were (to the wonder 
as well as regrett of aU honest men who 
had known what active firebrands they 
had both been) cleared by verdict^ the 
other five and one Abraham Gouvemeur 
for murder were convicted, but Leisler 
and Milbome with their wonted im¬ 
pudence were pleased to stand mutes 
and refused to plead, upon which the 
usual sentence for treason was pro¬ 
nounced against them and aU men were 


[Winiam NicoIIs to Wniiam Blathwayt, May 7, 
1691, Blathwayt Papers, XV, Pt. II, Colonial 
WiHiam^nig, Inc.] 

in a general! Expectation that the same 
would have been executed to the terror 
of others for the future, . -. but hitherto 
they are aU safe and well, and the fear 
of a reprieve tiU further Order from the 
King, giv« so universall discontent, and 
the hopes of itt raises Lelslers faction 
to that hei^th of confidence, that many 
of than have had the boldness to affirm 
the Governor durst not touch their 
lives. . . . The source of all these and 
other OUT evils is attributed to the Presi¬ 
dent [of the Council, Joseph] Dudley, 
whose actions demonstrate on all Oc¬ 
casions, his affection and assiduous care 
for those of Leislers Faction, which tho 
he has not the Courage to own bare fact, 
yet itts manifest and apparent to all that 
are not very dimsighted, and all hopes 
of any good from him or his Councils to 
this Government have already taken 
their flight. 
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E. Lmsler’s Last Words ON TIDE 


Gentlmieji and felow bretlireii , , . 
we are not at preent iinsensible of o^ur 
%iiig State and Condition. ... we Sub¬ 
mit oar Ires and al that unto us ap- 
pertainetli into the han& of divine pro- 
^ to our State in tbk 
mijM among the rest of our hard for¬ 
tunes in this seat of tears it is true we 
Mwc lately on the impo-rtant requ^t 
of a Comiaiitee choore [chcsen] by the 
Mapr Part of the Inhabitants erf this 
fTOvimx.., taken (to the preent griefe 
aai vexatioii of our pooie afflicted re- 
la&iB left Irfiiiiii) great and weighty 
mattes of Stale affairs requiring at Such 
an heime more wire and Cunning pow- 
G*fiill pilotts than Q&er of us ever was. 
But considoing that in the tune of this 
dhtmeted Ck»iiniTey*s [greatet] nec^'ty 
aiMngst us no such Perre^m c»uld be 
fomd . . . [capable] of Unidi^ ns 
against a Ckmiinon enemy [or] would 
w>t midmake [it], we conceive for the 
Glory of tie pioteaant Interstf,] tie 
EstablisiiBent of the present Govem- 
Jaeat anda- our Sovae%n Lord and 
Ladv Kiny WHIiam and Queen Mary 
etr,,^ and the Strengthening against all 
fmeign attempts, trf this confused Qty 
and Piwiace ... it a very serviceable 
Act that our poewe endeavours should 
Eot be wanting in anv thing that was 
awdW for the Support of ourselves and 
posterity hereafter. IVherehy -wc must 
coefm, and often times against our 
win, several enormities have been com- 
rained from the day of cw fast under¬ 
takings until the anival of hfe excel- 
loEcy, the Honorable Colonel Henry 
Sloj^ter, who now for his Majesty's 
Sake, we love and Hoatw. And often 
tws. durii^ our unhapj^ abode in 
ptMvw. lotted K> see that a periode 
thweby mi^t be put to stKh thstracted 
orfos, as dten were ragii^ ... 

we mast Confess on our side hath 


rALLows, May i 6, i6gi 

[O’CaUaghan, ed.. Documentary History of New 
York, II, 376-78] 

been committed through Ignorance, 
some through a Jealous fear that dis¬ 
affected persons would not be true to 
the present interest of the Crowne of 
England[,] some peradventure through 
misinformation and misconstruction of 
People's intent and meaning, some 
through rashness by want of Considera¬ 
tion, and then through passion haste 
and anger, which ... to declare would 
take up more time than present can be 
afforded. ... Seeing there is no recalling 
of the same, or possibility of givfing] 
further Satisfaction, iSrst of the great 
god of heaven and then afterwards of 
the several offended persons, we humbly 
begg pardon and forgiveness, desiring 
them every one with a Christian Charity 
in our graves with us to bury all malice, 
hatred, and Envy that therein might be 
incurred. And further before God and 
the World here we do declare and pro¬ 
test as Dying Sinners that we do not 
only foigive the greatest and most in¬ 
veterate of our enemies, but According 
to that most Excellent patron of our 
dying Saviour, we say to the God of 
Justice: father, foigive them for they 
Know not what they do. And so farre 
from revengefful] we do depart this 
world, that we require and make it our 
dying supplication to everyfone] of our 
relations and friends and acquaintences, 
that they should in time to come for 
ever be^ forgetfull of any injury done to 
m or either of us, so that on both Side, 
that discord and [dissension] (which by 
the devil in the beginning was created) 
might with our dying sides be buried in 
oblivion, never more to rise up to the 
inffamation of future posterity. The 
I^rd grant that the offering up of our 
blood might be a full satisfaction for all 
disorders to this present day committed, 
and that forever after the Spiritt of 
iiinty might remaine among our felow 
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brethren continuing upon earth. Know¬ 
ing that in a Strange land it is the di¬ 
vine providence of heaven, not our 
desarts, that have so well protected our 
unhappy province, this day all that for 
our dying comfort we can say, as con* 
cerning the point for which we were con¬ 
demned, is to declare as our last words 
l^fore that God whom we hope before 
long to see[,] that our maine end, totall 
Intent, and endeavors to the fullness of 
that understanding with which we were 
endowed .., had no other than to main- 
taine against popery or any Schism or 
her«y whatever the interest of our Sov¬ 
ereign Lord and Lady that now is, and 
the reformed protestant Churches in 
thme parts.... [The appearance of] mis- 
constructed and Scandalous reports (we 
at present must confess by divers are 
thrown upon us) as tho we intended to 
Support the dying, intrest of the late 
King James . , . [for] the Contradiction 
of which we need not trouble [with] 
many arguments, being persuaded that 
every good protestant of this Country 
who have been for any time acquainted 
with our transactions can from his con¬ 


science averre the falsehoods and ma¬ 
liciousness of such aspersions. As con¬ 
cerning Major Ingoldesby’s coming to 
demand the Garrison after his arrival, 
[had] he but in the least produced any 
Satisfaction of his power to receive the 
same and discharge us, we would as 
readily have delivered the fort, as he 
could demand the same, all which see¬ 
ing [it is] past and gone is Scarce worth 
nothing. 

The Lord of his infinite Mercy pre¬ 
serve the King and Queen from all thdr 
traytors and deceitfull Enemies. God be 
merciful unto and bless with peace and 
unity these their Kingdoms unto which 
we belong. God preserve this province 
from greedy outragious Enemies abroad 
and Spite full, inveterate wretches at 
home. God bless the Govenor of this 
place, God Bless the council Assanbly 
and Government now i^tablished that 
they all may be united to propagate 
their Majesties' interest, the Country's 
good and the Establishment of Piety, 
The Lord of Heaven, of his infinite 
mercy bless all that wish well to Zion and 
Convert those that are out of the way. 


37. The Rights and Privileges of New Yorkers, May 13, 1691 

IThe Colonial Laws of Nem Tor*, I, s44-48| 


Forasmuch as the Representatives of 
tbifi their Majesties Province of New 
York now Convened in Generali As¬ 
sembly are deeply sensible of their Maj¬ 
esties most gratious favour in restoring 
to them the undoubted Rights and Pnvi- 
ledges of Englishemen by declareing 
their Royall will and pleasure in their 
Letters Patterns to his Excellency . . - 
that he should with the advice and con¬ 
sent of their CouncOl from time to time 
as need shall require to s umm on and 
/-all generall Assemblys of the Inhabi¬ 
tants being freeholders according to the 
usage of thdr Majesties other Planta¬ 
tions in America. And that this most ex¬ 
cellent comtitution soe n«:essary and 
:soe much Esteemed by our Ancestors 


may ever continue unto th'dr MaJ«des 
Subjects within this Province of New 
York; the Represaitativ^ . . . humbly 
pray that the rights Priviledg^ libertyes 
and francheses according to the law^ 
and statutes of their Majesdes Realm 
of England may be confirmed unto their 
Majesties mc^t dutyfnil and loyall Sub¬ 
jects ... of New York by Authority of this 
generall assembly. . - . And it is hereby 
enacted and declared by the Authority 
of the same. That the supreame L^isla- 
tive power and authorite under their 
Majesties ... shal forever he and reside 
in A Govemour in Chief and CouB'Cill 
appointed by thdr Majetties . • . And 
the people by their Representative mett 
and Ck>nvened in ^g^nerall Asembly; 
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tMt the eserdce and administration of 
die g^Yemment ova: the said Province 
shall, persiiant to their Maj^ties Letters 
Pattents be in the said Govemour in 
Chief, and Coimdll with whc»e advice 
and CoiKent or with att least ive of 
them, he is tO' mle and Govern the same, 
according to the Lawes theieof, and for 
any defect tharein according to the Laws 
of England and not otherwise. ITiat in 
Case the Govemour in Chief Bye 
or hQ Al^nt out of the Province; and 
that thare be noe peiwn within the 
said Pro^vint^ Commissionated by their 
Majesties ... to be govemour or Com¬ 
mander in diief that then the CoimdM 
im the time bong or soe many of them 
as are in the said Province dc^ take 
upon them the administration of the 
government and the Execution of the 
Iawo thereof and |x>wa:s and authori¬ 
ties belonging to the Govemour In 
CMd and Coundl, the first in nomina¬ 
tion in which Coimcill Is to pireside un- 
tUl^the said Govomour diall return and 
arrive in the said Province againe or the 
pleasure of th^ Majesties ... he fur¬ 
ther known. That for the ^K)d govern¬ 
ment and mle of their Majestys Subjects 
a ^ssion of a ^leral Assembly be held 
m t his Proviiiix omie’ m every yeaie. 
That every freeholder within tlik prov- 
iBoe and freanan in any Corporation 
Jdial have hk free Choice and voat in 
the electing, of the Representatives with¬ 
out any manner of Constraint or Im¬ 
position; And that In all Sections the 
Maprity of votes shal carry itt, and by 
freeholdere h to ho understm^d every 
one who shal have fourty shillings po- 
-4nniim in freehold. That the persons 
to be elarted to Sitt as Representatives 
in the General Assembly from time to 
time^. , . shal be accoidiiig to the pro- 
|x>r£ 2 on and number hereafto: expr&sed 
... and as many more as their Majesdes 
.. , shal think fitt to estabIMi, That al 
persons Cbmen and Assembled in man¬ 
na- aforeaid or the Major part of thm 
shall he deemed and accounted the 
lepresoitatives of this Province in gen¬ 


eral assembly, that the Representatives 
... may appoint theh* own times of meet¬ 
ing during their sessions and may ad¬ 
journ their house from time to time as 
to them s hal l seem meet and convenient. 
That the said representatives as afore¬ 
said Conven’d are the sole Judges of 
the Qualifications of their own Members, 
and likewise of al undue Elections, and 
may from time to time puig the house 
As they shal see CKxation That noe 
memba of the general assembly or 
their Servants dureing the Time of their 
S^ons and whilst they shall he going 
to and returning from the said Assembly 
shal be arrested, sued. Imprisoned or 
any wayes molested or troubled or be 
Compeled to make answer to any suite, 
bil, plaint Declaration or otherwise, 
C^ses of high Treason and felony onely 
Excepted. That al Bills agjreed upon 
by the Representatives or the Major 
part of them shal be presented unto 
the Govemour and the Council for 
their approbation and Consent al and 
every which said Bils soe approved of 
and con^nted to by the Governor and 
the Council shal be Esteemed and ac- 
munted the Laws of this Province which 
said Lawi® sh a ll continue and remaine 
in force until they be disallowed by 
their Majesties ... or expire by their 
own limitation. That in Al Gases of 
death or Al^nce of any of the said 
Repriteentatives the Govemour for the 
time heii^, shal Issue out A Writt of 
Summons . . . willing and requireing 
the^ freeholders ... to Elect othos in 
their plac^ and stead. That noe free¬ 
man ^lal be taken and Imprisoned or 
^ desiezed of his freehold, or lihaty 
or free Custom’s, or out Law’d or Exiled 
or any other way^ d^troyed, nor shall 
he pa^ upon, adju<%ed or Condemned 
but by the Lawful Judgment of his 
peem and by the Law of this Province, 
Justice nor right shal! be neither sold 
denied or delayed to any person within 
this Province, That noe Aid, tax, tol- 
age, assesmient, Custome Loan, Benev¬ 
olence gift, Exdse duty or Impcmtion 
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wliatsc^er shall be laid assessed Im¬ 
posed, Levyed or required of or on any 
of their Majesties Subjects within this 
Province etc. or their states upon any 
manor of Colour or Pretence whatsoever 
but by the Act and Consent of the 
governor and Councill and Representa¬ 
tives of the p€opIe in general! Assembly 
mett and Convened; That noe man of 
what ffitate or Condition soever shall 
be put out of his Lands, tenements, nor 
taken nor Imprisoned nor disinherited 
nor banished nor any wayes destroyed 
or molested without first being brought 
to Answer by due Course of Law. That 
A freeman shall not be Amerced for A 
small fault but after the maner of his 
fault. And for A great fault after the 
greatnm thereof, saveing to him his 
freehold and A husbandman saveing to 
him his waina^; and A merchant save¬ 
ing to him his Merchandize; and none 
of the said Amercements shall be As- 
s^sed but by the Oath of twelve honest 
and Lawful! men of the Vicinage pro¬ 
vided the faults and Misdemeaners be 
not in Contempt of Courts of Judica¬ 
ture. An tryalls shall be by the verdict 
of Twelve men and as nere as may he 
Peares or eqnalls of the neighbourhood 
of the place where the fact shall arise 
or grow; whether the same be by Indict¬ 
ment dedaracon or Information or 
otherwise against the person or de¬ 
fendant. That in all cases capitall or 
diminall there shall be a grand Inquest 
who shall first present the offence; and 
then twelve gocd men of the neighbour¬ 
hood, to try the offender, who after his 
plea to the Indictment shall be allowed 
his reasonable challenges. That in all 
Gases whatsoever hayle by sufficient 
suretyes shall be allowed and taken un¬ 
less for Treason or feHony plainely and 
specially expressed and mentioned in 
the Warrant of Committment; and that 
the Fellony be such as is restrained from 
hayle by the Law of England. That noe 
freeman shall be Compelled to receive 
any souldiers or Marrinors; Except In- 
holders and other houses of Publique 


entertainment; who are to Quarter for 
Ready money into his house and thore 
Suffer them to Sojome against their 
Wills, Provided it be not in time of 
actuaH warr within this Province. That 
noe Ci mmis sion for proceeding by 
Martiall Law against any of his Majes¬ 
ties Subjects within this Province etc. 
shall Issue forth to any person or per¬ 
sons whatsoever least by Colour of them 
any of his Majesties Subjects be destroyed 
or put to death. Except all such officers 
and sonldieis that are in Garrison and 
pay dureing the time of actuall Warr. 
That all the Lands within this Province 
shall be esteemed and accounted Land 
of Freehold and Inheritance in free and 
Common soccage according to the tenure 
of East Greenwich in their Maj«ties 
Realm of England. . . Tliat noe person 
or persons which profess faith in God 
by Jesns Christ his ondy sonn shall at 
any time be any W3.jes molested punished 
disturbed disquieted or called in ques¬ 
tion for any difference in opinion, or 
matter of Conscience in Relgeous Con¬ 
cernment who dc^ not under that pre¬ 
tence disturb the Givill peace of the 
Province and that aE and every such 
Person or persons may from time to time 
and at all times hereaftar freely and 
fuHy Enjoy Ms or thdr opinion persua¬ 
sions Judgements in matters of con¬ 
science and Rehgion throughout all iMs 
Province and freely meet at Convenient 
plac^ within this Province, and there 
woisMpp according to thdr respective 
perswasions without being Mndred or 
molested, they Mfiaveing themselves 
peaceably Quietly, mod^tly and reli¬ 
giously, and not useing this Liberty to 
lic^ntiousn^ess nor to the Civil! Injury 
or outward disturhante of others. All- 
wayes provided that noetMng herein 
mentioned or Contained shall extend 
to give Liberty for any pawns of the 
Romi^ Religion to exercise their manor 
of worsMpp contrary to the Laws and 
Statutes of their Majestic Kingdom of 
England. 
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The Politics of Revenge 


38. The Anti-LeMerians Retaliate 
A. Legal C^hiacism, May 16, 1691 


Hie Govomoi: -CoimiB and repre- 
«2iadv« mmcned m geneiall Assanbly 
laieing into tiieir serious Consideratioiis 
tbe HMiif great trouM« and disordars 
tliat iiave feen lately wiiMn tfik Pro- 
viiice and tliai by ixrasion tiioreof and 
Gtharmisc many of thtk Majttties Sub¬ 
jects are fallen in dan^ of and lie 
open to gr»t |«ialtytt and forfeiture. 
And "ifitli all Considering tbe Ignorance 
of nany and tlie dutyfuli affections of 
otlim of tbeir Majestic Loyal subjects, 
out of an eamst desire to deliver thm 
frcHii tie f^naltyes and forfeitures afore^ 
said and to tht intent tliat tbeir offences 
may not bereafto: be brought in Judg¬ 
ment Qumimi or Remembraiice to the 
test Eadamagoneiit of them eitbo* in 
tbdr Ives liboiyes fsata or reputa- 
sions hut that tbey baveing an entire 
mmMtms: in tbeir and perfea 

iision among tbanselvs may be en- 
CBur^ed in tbeir duty to tbeir 
govaiEaent and more fully and securely 
Enjcif ibe boieitt of in It is therefore 
necesaiy that there be extended unto 
them A general and free pardon. Hiat 
aS their subpete by this 

Cloaescie and Indulgence may be the 
better Induced bcnccfoitb more Care¬ 
ful! j to ob»ri"c the Lawa and p^rfoime 
tbeir liiytl and due Otedience to tbeir 
Majestio. Be it therefore Enacted . . . 
that all and ^-oy the said Sub|a:ls In¬ 
habiting within this Proviare . , . 
be and are by the Autboritie eff this 
preent Assembly Aa|iiitt«l panfoned 
released and dia:harg«i a»iiist their 
Maj^tia . . . from al mamiar of Trea- 


ICokmml Laws of New York, I, 255-57] 

sons fellonles Misprisions of Treason 
Treasonable or seditious words and 
libel. Misprisions of Felony Seditious 
and Unlawful meetings and of all of¬ 
fence whereby any person may be 
charged with the penalty and danger of 
prmnmiire. And also of and from aU 
riotts routs offences. Contempts Tres¬ 
passes and enterics wrongs deceits misde- 
meaners forfeitures penaltys paines of 
death paines Coi^rall and paines pre- 
cuniary; And generally of and from all 
other things Causes Quarrels suites 
Judgements and Executions in this pres¬ 
ent Act not hereafter Excepted which 
may be or Can by their Majesties in any 
ways or by any mean^ pardoned before 
the Nineteenth day of March last past 
to any of the Subjects aforesaid; And be 
it further Enacted ... that this pardon 
^ial be as good and effectual in Law 
to every of their Majesties said Subjects 
in for and against al things which be 
not hereafter in this present Act Ex¬ 
cepted. ... Excepted and allwayes fore- 
prised out of tMs general pardon all 
and e\ery the persons hereafter named 
and expressed Jacob Leisler, Jacob Mil- 
borne, Garardus Beekman, Abraham 
Gouvaneur, Abraham Brarier, Thomas 
Wiliams, Mindert Coerteen, Johannes 
Vermilye, Already attainted of Treason 
and mimher. And Nicholas Blank, 
Gerrit Buyckinck, Hendrick Jansen, 
John Q^, Wiliam Lawrence in East 
Jersey, ^ Comelus Pluvier, William 
Churchil, Joc^t Stoll, Samuel Staats, 
Jacob Mauritz, Robert Leacock, Michael 
Hanren, Ridiard Ponton of the County 
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of West-Ghester, Joseph Smith, John Melyn, Benjamin Blagge, Joachim Staats^^ 
Baily, RoelofE Swartwout, Anthony and Richard Pretty. 

Swartwont, Johannes Provoost, Jacob 


B. Jacob Leisler, Jr-*s Summary View of Events, 1696 


In Aprill 1689 those of New England 
who were well affected to the Protestant 
interest seized Sir Edmund Andross 
their Governor and then declared in 
favour of the Revolution. Upon the ar- 
rivall of this newes in New Yorke in 
May following the Protestant party per¬ 
ceiving that Mr. Nicholson, Sir Edmund 
Andross his lieutenant, would not de¬ 
clare for his now Majesty the people 
seized the Fort, and the Captains of the 
Militia by tumes commanded. And soon 
after, those Captains and the people in 
general! proclaimed the King and 
Queene (soone after which Mr. Nichol- 
TOn left New Yorke) and then sent 
Circular letters to 'all parts of this 
Province to choose their Representatives 
for a Generali Assembly; which was done 
accordingly. And in June following this 
Assembly mett and constituted Captain 
Leisler, Captain of the Fort for their 
Majesties* service, till their Majesties 
pleasure were knowne. In August then 
following the same Assembly appointed 
the said Captain Leisler Comander in 
Cheif of this Province. 

In December then following there 
came to New York a messenger with a 
letter from his Majesty thus directed 
(vizt.) To our trusty and Well beloved 
Francis Nicholson Esqr. our Lieutenant 
Governor and Comander in Cheife of 
our Province of New Yorke in America 
and in his absence to such as for the 
time being take care for preserveing 
the peace and administring the lawes 
in our said Province... . This letter was 
delivered to Captain Leisler (Nicholson 
having been gone some months before) 


[Memorial of Mcots. Jacob Ld^er and Abia- 
ham Govemcnr to tbe Privy Council, Sept. 25, 
1696, O'Callaghan, ©d., D&cuments ReMtme to- 
Colonial New Yorrh, IV, 215-16] 

by which letter such as then comandeti 
in Cheife were impowered to take upon 
them the government tin further Order- 
Under this Authority the said Captain 
Leisler continued Governor about 
months. Soone after Captain Leisler had 
thus received authority, he gave . . . as¬ 
sistance and encouragement to the In¬ 
dians then in arms a^nst the 
French.... 

In January i69o[9i] Captain In- 
goldesby arrived at New Yorke with a 
Comission to obey the Comander in 
Cheife for the time being but upon his 
arrivall he sent Mr. CMdley Brooke 
(now Collector of New Yorke) and his 
Lieutenant into the Fort to Captain 
Leisler and Mr. Brooke demanded the 
Fort to be delivered up to Captain 
Ingoldesby, which Captain Leisler re- 
fuseing, Ingoldesby with his owne Com¬ 
pany and several! others waged warre 
against the Fort. And this Mr. Brooke 
threatened many that unless they would 
assist Captain Ingoldesby against Cap¬ 
tain Leisler they should be declared 
rebells and treated as such. 

Captain Ingoldesby continued thus 
for 6 weekes calling to Ms assistance 
such as before oppc^d the revolution 
and were of Andross... "Councell, whicli 
were afterwards of Colonel Slaughters 
Gouncell and still are of the piesent 
Gouncell, 

About 6 weeks after Captain In- 
goldesby*s arrivall Colonel Sloughter, 
wbo was made Governor of New Yorke, 
came to New Yorke vizt. 19 Mardi 1690 
[91] in tbe evening. As soon as Captain 
Leisler was thereof infomed, he sent 
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two persons to congratulate Ms arrivall, 
but Colonel Slongbter imprisoned them. 
Notwithstanding which Captain Leisler 
tooke imediate care for the delivery of 
the Fort the next morning to Colonel 
Slonghter wMch was done accordingly. 

But Colonel Slonghter at the instiga¬ 
tion of one Mr. Dudley, President of 
Ms Councell, tMs Mr. Brooke and sev¬ 
eral! others, treated Captain Leisler and 
many more as traitors, for not delivering 
the Fort to Captain Ingoldesby (whose 
Comission by expresse words was to obey 
the Comander in Cheife, wMch Captain 
Leisler had beene by virtue of his Maj¬ 
esty's letter above 12 montM before 
Captain Ingoldesby arrived). Many of 
this Province upon Captain Leisler's 
being thus treated fledd from New 
Yorke, others that remained were im¬ 
prisoned as ryotei^ for acting under 
Captain Leisler, and Captain Leisler 
with severall others [were] indicted 
for Mgh Treason and murder, in hold¬ 
ing out the Fort against Captain In¬ 
goldesby, and tryed before Mr. Dudley 
as President, Captain Ingoldesby Mr. 
Brooke and others. 

Captain Leisler and Mr. Milborne 
insisted upon his Majesty's authority, by 
vertue of the before mentioned letter, 
and desired the Court (before they 
pleaded) to declare whether the said 
letter had not given Captain Leisler an 
authority to take upon Mm the Govern¬ 
ment. To this the Court would give 
noe answer, unless Captain Leisler would 
plead, wMch Captain Leisler and Mr. 
Milborne refused to doe till that ques¬ 
tion was answered by the Court. Where¬ 
upon the Court gave Judgment against 
them both as traiters and they were ac¬ 
cordingly executed. This whole matter 
being proved before the Parliament in 
1694 the Attainders of Captain Leisler, 
Mr. Milborne, and Mr. Gouverneur were 
by Act of Parliament reversed. 

WMlest Captain Leisler and severall 
of his party were, as before, in custody, 
Colonel Slonghter called an Assembly, 
but such as were chosen and had beene 


well affected to Captain Leisler's in¬ 
terest, were refused to be admitted into 
the Assembly. Which Assembly thus 
partially chose[n] gave Captain In¬ 
goldesby £100 for what he did against 
Captain Leisler, and to another [Cap¬ 
tain William Kidd] for the same reason 
£150, both summes out of the publick 
money and tMs Assembly dedar^ what 
Captain Leisler did was illegall an<f 
desired his execution, which was granted. 

Colonel Slonghter then continued 
about 5 months in the government and 
then dyed. Upon whose death the then 
Councell att New Yorke appointed Cap¬ 
tain Ingoldesby to be their Govomor, 
and dureing his administration severall 
were proceeded against as ryoters for 
what they did under Captain Leisler, 
and some of these pretended ryoters 
haveing some time before given baile 
in £50 for their appearance came to 
England to informe the King and Coun¬ 
cell, with the beforementioned proceed¬ 
ings, and dureing their absence their 
estates were seized and their securityes 
proceeded against and foure times as 
much levyed as the baile amounted unto. 

Others were threatned that unless they 
pleaded guilty to the indictment for a 
ryott they should be proceeded against 
as traytors, which they refuseing to doe, 
were kept about eleaven months in cus¬ 
tody, but were then discharged by his 
Majesty's generall order, which co- 
manded the Governor of New Yorke, 
not only to discharge their pewons but 
likewise to vacate the said recognizances 
and all proceedings thereon. But not¬ 
withstanding neither the money or goods 
seized upon those recognizances were 
restored. For Colonel Fletcher who was 
by their Majesties appointed to succeed 
Colonel Sloughter was served with the 
said Order of his Majesty and his Coun¬ 
cell, but refused to obey the same unles 
those prisoners would petition Mm for 
their discharge, threatning them that 
unless they did petition him and his 
Councell he would hang them. Where¬ 
upon they petitioned for their liberty 
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and were discharged, but notwithstand¬ 
ing Colonel Fletcher had beene often 
petitioned for a restitution of what had 
been seized by vertue of the before 
mentioned recognizances, noe restitu¬ 
tion could ever be had of any part 
thereof. 

Colonel Fletcher soone after his ar¬ 
rival! called a General Assembly, but 
’ finding that most of those chosen had 
beene well affected to Captain Leislers 
interest, he did refuse them and co- 
manded the Electors to goe to a new 
election. Upon which second election 
the same being again chosen, the Gov¬ 
ernor would not admitt them, but 
packed an Assembly of whom he pleased. 

In the latter end of 1694 the then As¬ 
sembly perceiveing that the publick 
taxes and revenue in about 3 yeares had 
beene neare £4ock>o and that the same 
was generally misapplyed, they desired 
the Governor that an Account might 
be given them how the publick moneys 
had beene disbursed; but the Governor 
(notwithstanding at the first meeting of 
this Assembly he promised the same) 
refused to doe itt, saying itt was the 
Assemblyes business to raise the money 
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and the Gk>vernour and Councells to 
lay it out, and that he would give an 
account thereof to none but his Majesty, 
with which answer the Assembly not 
being satisfyed but still insisting upon 
an account. Colonel Fletcher dissolved 
them. 

In 1695 Colonel Fletchar called a new 
Assembly, but threatned those of the 
last, that if they came to any elections, 
he would shoot them, and thereupon 
imposed upon the freeholders seamen 
and soldiers armed with clubbs and 
bayonetts, as electors, and by those elec¬ 
tors packed an Assembly, who appointed 
Mr. Brooke and Mr. NicoIIs to come 
for England as their Agents to repre¬ 
sent to his Majesty the state of the 
Province. . . . 

Besides the before mentioned miscar¬ 
riages, there have beene many more 
particular abuses comitted too tedious 
here to be related. And the present 
Governor to prevent any discoveries of 
his male administration, forceth such as 
he hath cause to suspect may come for 
England to give any information of his 
mismanagement to enter into bonds not 
to depart that government. 


C. Pether Delanoy’s View of Governor Fletcher, June 13, 1695 


We are under the common calamity of 
war, as you are, but want the blessing 
of a free government and our ancient 
libertyes which you so eminently enjoy 
in England and make the war easie to 
you. I remember the remark you made 
when our pr^ent Governor was sent 
hither, vizt., that he was a necessitous 
man who you fear'd would therefore 
more consider the advancement of his 
own private fortunes than the publick 
benefit of the Province; and I can now 
assure you we found you a true prophet, 
and wish you could foretell our deliver¬ 
ance as well as you did our oppressions 
from this arbitrary man. 


[O'Callaghan, ed., l>ocuments Relative to Co¬ 
lonial New York, IV, ,221-24] 

At his first anivall here he insinuated 
into the inhabitants the great interest 
and credit he had at Whitehall, which 
would baJBe any complaints that could 
be made against his administration. And 
this back'd with the grandeur of a 
Coach and six horses (a pomp this place 
had never seen in any former Governor 
no more than himself [had] been us'd to 
it in his own Country,) struck such a 
terror into the people, as easily prepard 
'em for the pack-saddles he has laid 
upon 'em. To recount all his arts of 
squee2dng money both out of the pub¬ 
lick and private purses would make a 
volume instead of a letter, and there- 
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fore I shall only mention some few of 
the stratagems that from thence you 
may guesse of this Hercules by his foot. 
The Assembly as is usuall to new Gov¬ 
ernors, made him a complement, and 
gave him a penny in the pound of the 
inhabitants estates. The Assessors ob¬ 
serv’d the method formerly practised in 
such cases, but his Excellency thinking 
the some not sufficient (though it 
amounted to above j£6oo) accus’d ’em 
of partiallity and threatned to commit 
’em to goal for not assessing the in¬ 
habitants high enough. He takes a par¬ 
ticular delight in having presents made 
to him, declaring he looks upon ’em as 
marks of their esteem of him, and he 
keeps a catalogue of the persons who 
show that good manners, as men most 
worthy of his favor. This knack has 
found employment for our silversmiths 
and furnish’d his Excellency with more 
plate (besides variety of other things) 
then all our former Governors ever re¬ 
ceived. Such clowns as dont practise this 
good breeding, fall under his frowns, or 
a haughty glance of his eye at least, if 
they dont feel the weight of his hands. 
The Souldiers one would think were but 
a poor game for so great a man to prey 
upon, but yet they feel their share of his 
hungry avarice. I was lately informed 
by one of the Council at Albany that 
his Excellency takes lo shillings per an¬ 
num out of every one of their subsistence 
money, and if the furnishers of that 
money cannot by reason of the rise of 
provisions subsist ’em for 5 pence per 
day, they are order’d to raise it 514 
pence of purpose that his 10 shillings 
may be secur’d. Some Officers he makes 
his favorites who are his tools and pimp 
to his frauds upon the publick. . , . He 
very often takes his progress to Con¬ 
necticut, Pennsylvania, and other places, 
and all that tyme lives suitable to his 
character, but his table is maintained at 
the charge of the province without any 
abatement of the salary the King allows 
biTTi for that purpose. His pride and 
arrogance to aU the neighbouring Gov¬ 


ernors has been a great detriment to 
this Province and frequently the occa¬ 
sion of retarding that relief which was 
necessary, and would otherwise have 
been afforded us in time of extreamity. 
Instead of that fair understanding and 
correspondency which became men in 
their posts. Sir William Phips and he 
maintained a paper war betwixt 
themselves and constantly exchang’d 
scurrilous letters, which upon a strict en¬ 
quiry I find wholly owing to the haughti- 
nesse of our Governor. His vanity is as 
remarkable as bis other qualities I have 
mention’d. . . • Poverty you know Sir 
is but a poor protection against power, 
and this the Albany men experienced 
the next time his Excellency visited that 
place. For when he found that he could 
not wheedle a present out of ’on, he 
made use of his authority to get one in 
this manner. He ordered two of the 
principall gates of the Citty where the 
Indians used to enter, to be shut up, 
cautiously alledging the danger of keep¬ 
ing open so many gates during the war. 
Severall poor traders who had built their 
houses near those gates purposely for 
the Indian trade would have been ruin’d 
if these gates had continued shut, and 
therefore rais’d a contribution of fifty 
or sixty of their best furs which they 
presented to his Excellency and thereby 
removed his Excellencys apprehensions 
of the danger those gates exposed the 
Citty to.... 

These things though bad enough in 
any officer and more particularly in the 
Governor of a Province, yet me thinks 
are of much less malignity than what 
I am now going to add, and that is the 
base and insolent behavior of our Gov¬ 
ernor towards a Generali Assembly. This 
we account the barriere and guard of 
our libertys and propertys, but it signi¬ 
fies very little since his arrivall. If any 
act for the benefit of the people be de¬ 
sired to passe, he sells it [to] ’em as dear 
as he can, and if they will not rise to 
his price they must goe without it. . . • 

In short Sir no body lives tolerably 
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under Mm but those who submit them¬ 
selves to be his creatures and in his in¬ 
terests, such as the Judges and other 
officers who are dependant of him. His 
accounts indeed are passed by the Coun- 
cill, but when such Jobbs are to be done, 
Ms creatures only are summoned such 
as I mentioned before, who dare not 
oppose him, but are forced to approve 
what he requires. After this all you will 
perhaps wonder when I tell you that 
tMs man's bell ring[s] twice a day for 
prayers and that he appears with a great 
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affectation of piety. But this is true, and 
it is as true that it makes him only more 
ridiculous, not more respected. For we 
are a sort of downright blundering peo¬ 
ple that measure mens piety more by 
their practice than by their pretence to 
it, or ostentation of it..,. 

And now Sir that I have told you [of] 
our distemper you will easily gume at 
the cure we desire. It is the removal! of 
this man, and we are not sollicitous 
whether he is gently recall'd or falls into 
disgrace, so we are rid of Mm. 


39. Governor Bellomont and the Leislerians 
A. Governor Bieixomont Describes Factionalism, 1698 


[May 8, 1698] I issued out writts for 
the calling a new Assembly ... and then 
I hope methods will be found for the 
quieting and uniting the minds of the 
people, who have been divided with 
great heats for these several years, oc¬ 
casioned at first by the execution of those 
men who were most forward in the 
happy Revolution, and ever since kept 
up and aggrevated with great Industrie, 
even so far that the presumption that I 
shall be equal in my administrations (or 
their own guilt) hath so prevailed on 
most of the Gentlemen of the Council! 
to [make them] forget their oaths and 
duty to His Majesty. So that none of 
them have yet applyed to me to in¬ 
forme me of the State of the Province, or 
offered to me any assistance in the Gov¬ 
ernment, although they know I am come 
a stranger amongst them, and unbyassed 
as to their animosity's. But instead 
thereof constant Cabals and clubbs of 
them are held dayly at Colonel Fletcher’s 
lodgings (from whence I have as great 
reason to believe) false reports and 
rumors are spread about the City and 


[Excerpts from Letters of Bdlomoiit, May 8— 
Oct. 27, i%8, O’Callaghao, ed., Iktcuments Rela¬ 
tive to Colonial New York, IV, S03-4, «2k- 

26. 327, 379-80, 400-401. 415-16] 

province, whereby mens minds are dis¬ 
turbed, and an odium cast upon the 
Government, and thus these Gentlemen 
of the Councill by drawing back en¬ 
deavour to make tMs Government un¬ 
easy to me.... 

I shall take the best and most speedy 
methods I can for the Just observance 
of the acts of Trade, by suspending of 
careless or corrupt Officers, but I shall 
have but small assistance from the Gen¬ 
tlemen of His Majesty's Councill, be¬ 
cause they are most of them Merchants, 
and several of themselves the persons 
concerned in the breach of these laws. 
And I perceive by their carriage and 
resentment of my making the foremen- 
tioned small seizure [of the ship Fortune 
for illegal trading], that they are sur¬ 
prized that my discharge of my oath 
and duty gives them so unacustomed a 
disturbance. However, I shall not be dis¬ 
couraged but instead thereof shall forth¬ 
with for His Majesty's service, suspend 
several of them, from being of His Maj¬ 
esty's Councill, and try to find fitter per¬ 
son to supply their places, who wdll be 
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more ready to assist me in mattem of 
Government and due observance of the 
laws... . 

[May 25, 1698] I have been so mod¬ 
erate towards Colonel Fletcher and his 
friends that I have turned out none of 
them, not so much as his Sherife, who 
are complained against for very foul 
practices in the elections and returns 
of IVfembeis to serve in the present As¬ 
sembly, notwithstanding my proclama¬ 
tion stricktly forbidding any such prac¬ 
tices, by which means great discontents 
arise among those who are precluded by 
foul play from their right of sitting in 
the House. And such irregularities are 
dayly committed in the House in the 
point of order, that I begin to despair 
of their doing any good for His Maj¬ 
esty’s service or their Countrie’s. 

What I have last writt leads me natu¬ 
rally to observe to your Lordships the 
great pains Colonel Fletcher took to 
divide the people here and to foment 
the fewd between Leisler’s party and the 
opposite party, and went so far in it as 
to publish a book (and took the advice 
of Councill in doing it) to revive the old 
story of Leisler. . . . You will . . . judge 
whether this book was not calculated for 
putting this Town and Countrey into a 
combustion.... 

Qune 27, 1698] Your Lordships will 
likewise find, that as the two Gentlemen 
removed from the Councill by me viz: 
Mr. Brooke and Mr. Pinhorne, were two 
of Captain Leisler’s Judges who, I find, 
was most barbarously murthered for his 
forwardnesse in the Revolution here, so 
the late Governor made advantage to 
divide the people by supposing a Dutch 
and English interest to be diflEerent here, 
and therefore under the notion of a 
Church of England, to be put in opposi¬ 
tion to the Dutch and French churches 
established here, he supported a few 
rascally English who are a scandall to 
their nation and the Protestant Religion, 
and here great opposers to the Protestant 
Religion, and who joyned with him in 
the worst methods of gaine and severely 


used the Dutch, except some few Mer¬ 
chants, whose trade he favored, who 
ought to have an equal benefit of the 
English Government who are most hearty 
for his present Majesty, and are a sober 
industrious people and obedient to Gov¬ 
ernment. ... 

[July 7, 1698] I do not think it fit for 
me to call another Assembly, or leave 
this Province till I receive some new 
orders from England which shall put a 
censure upon the late Governor’s Ad¬ 
ministration which is the source of all 
the difficulties I meet with, and sup¬ 
ports the insolence of his party. But if 
Colonel Fletcher’s Administration here 
meets with that discountenance and 
punishment in England which in my 
poor judgement it deserves, the people 
here will be as tame as Lambs, and all 
their ill humour will vanish, and then 
I need not doubt but an Assembly will 
be tractable in continuing the Revenue 
to His Majesty, which is the thing I 
cheiftly stickle for. I desire you would 
urge two or three things to their Lord- 
ships above all others, that I might have 
a power to vacate all Fletcher’s [land] 
grants, which are so extravagant, that 
the province can never be peopled. 
There are half a dozen of his grants 
that come not much short of Yorkshire, 
for extent of land, and the persons that 
are the grantees have no merit. ... He 
has granted away and sold all the con- 
veniencies of a Governor here (vizL) a 
Farm called the King’s Farme, he has 
given to the Church here, but ’tis ob¬ 
servable, his devotion did not carry him 
to do it till he heard I was certainly to 
superseed him; part of that Farm, which 
is meadow ground and a scarce thing 
here, he sold to Captain Evans com¬ 
mander of the Richmond Frigatt; . . . 
part of the King’s garden too he has 
granted and sold to one Heathcote a 
Merchant. ... I shall think Fletcher has 
the best luck with his insolence and cor¬ 
ruption that ever any Governor had. I 
have given all the discountenance to 
Piracy that I am capable of doing, and 
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tihiat is one article which raises their 
clamour against me in this town; they 
say I have ruined the Town by hinder¬ 
ing the Privateers (for so they call 
pirates) from bringing in a £100,000 
since my coming. . . . 

[September 21, 1698] I have yet made 
noe one step in the change of officers in 
the Militia or of persons in the Com¬ 
mission of the peace or officers in civill 
imployments (except the displacing of 
Willson the SherilBE of this towne) but I 
find it absolutely necessary for the 
King's service that I should make an 
alteration in the three classes above 
mentioned, the persons that are at 
present in Office being generally men 
of an ill character and disaffected to 
his Majesty's Government. If I am not 
to[o] late in this reforme I now write of, 
I fancy I shall be able with a little man¬ 
agement, which shall be fair and upon 
the square, to compasse the continuing 
the revenue for five years longer, which 
was the time it was granted for under 
Colonel Fletcher's government. When 
that is once done I shall make it my 
businesse to bring the parties to a 
ballance. I can see no reason that the 
English and Dutch that are called 
Leisler's party should be any longer ex¬ 
cluded from a share in the government. 
They are reputed to be two thirds of 
the people of this Province, and why 
they should be crushed and oppressed 
soe long as they are obedient to the laws 
and government of England, I see no 
reason in the world. And that they are 
a more sober and virtuous people and 
better affected to His Majesty's govern¬ 
ment then the other party, I averr it 
for a truth which I am able to justifie. 

The Jacobite party in this towne 
have a clubb commonly every Saturday 
(which was Colonel Fletcher's clubb 
day). Last Saturday was seaven night 
there mett twenty seaven of them, their 
ringleaders are Colonel Bayard, Colonel 
Minviele both of the Councill, Mr. 
Nicolls late of the Councill, and Will- 
son late Sheriff of this towne; there Is 


so great a rancor and inveteracy in 
these people that I think it by noe 
means proper for me to leave this 
province till I have your Lordships' 
orders ... for I do verily believe if I 
should goe from hence die people would 
fall together by the ears. . . - 

[October 21, 1698] About three 

weeks since the relations of Mr. Leisler 
and Mr, Milborne desired leave to 
take up the bodies that had been buried 
near the gallows and give them Chris¬ 
tian burial in the Dutch Church here. 
I thought their request so reasonable 
that I consented to it, partly out of a 
principall of compassion, but cheifly 
out of a respect to the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment for reversing the attainder of 
those two men; which Act does also 
legitimate Captain Leisler's assuming 
the government of this Province and 
putts a censure upon the illegality of 
his execution, as your Lordships will 
see by the Act for Reversing the at¬ 
tainder of these men. ... I may add to 
these a third motive, that prevailed with 
me, which is, that Colonel Fletcher re¬ 
fused to obey that Act of Parliament by 
restoring the heirs of those two men to 
their father's estate; which treatment 
of his, gave his party the boldness to 
villifie it, by calling it a libell, a forgery, 
an Act surreptitiously obtained in the 
Parliament of England And I have been 
told that the rage and malice of some 
of that party have transported them to 
the burning it. I that am a hearty lover 
of English laws and that value no Eng¬ 
lishman that is not so, thought it proper 
to assert the Act of Parliament which 
had been treated with infamy. My de¬ 
sign is cheifly to give the people here 
a just idea of English laws, that they 
bear the stamp of the highest authority 
of the King and Nation of England, and 
ought to be respected as sacred. There 
was great opposition made to the bury¬ 
ing of those two men by the contrary 
party, but I was resolved, for the rea¬ 
sons I have already mentioned, to give 
that satisfaction to the relations of those 
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unfortunate men. I Iiad no reason to 
apprehend any disorder from a meeting 
of Leisler's friends or such as think that 
the proceeding against him was arbi¬ 
trary and cxueil; for I formerly told 
yom Lordships that I have found those 
people more obedient to Government 
then the contrary party. There was a 
great concourse of people at the funerall 
(1200 "tis said) and would 'tis thought 
have been as many more, but that it 
blew a rank storm for two or three 
days together, that hindered people 
from coming down or crossing the 
rivers. . . . 

[October 27, 1698] I send with this 
my proclamation for a Fast and Humil¬ 
iation, thinking it a proper means to 
remove the heats and differences among 
the parties here. Last Wednesday was 
the day, and as a proof of the wicked¬ 
ness of the people who indeavour to 
give me disturbance in my govern¬ 
ment, few of them came to Church, 
and not one of the ringleaders, neither 
Bayard, Nicolls, Wilson, nor severall 
others that are not worth my naming 
to you.... 

Mr. Brooke the late Collector carried 
over a Bill prepared [by] the last As¬ 
sembly to reconcile parties here. Tho' 


it has a specious name, there is for all 
that a snake in the grass, which is this: 
Mr. Nicolls, whom I suspended from 
the Councill and who is of all others 
the most active inveterate enemy I have 
here, drew that Bill, and calculated it 
for his own advantage. For he has made 
the indemnity in the Bill to extend no 
further than to Colonel Fletcher’s ar- 
rivall here at New York, and aU the ex- 
travagent processes at Law, Decrees and 
Judgments were obtained during his 
government, and among the rest Nicolls 
obtained a judgment for five hundred 
pound[s] against a very honest Dutch¬ 
man here, upon pretence of false im¬ 
prisonment in Leisler’s government. 
The truth of the case is, Nicolls op¬ 
posed the Revolution, and tbk Dutch¬ 
man by order of the then Governour 
Leisler seized him, and for his con¬ 
tumacy he was put in prison, and ^tis 
well known Nicolls was not worth half 
£500 when that judgment was given. 
But this is not all; the factious mer¬ 
chants and people in this town to the 
number of twenty-eight raised a hun¬ 
dred pound[s] by subscription ... to 
bribe some officer about the Court and 
obtain the King’s peremptory order to 
me to passe that reconciling Bill. 


B. An Anti-Leislerian Expresses Himself in Verse, 1702 


Unhappy York doom’d by Eternal fate 

To curst divisions in affares of State. 

Happy in being under the Brittish Sway 

But curs’d in being ruled another way 

When Boors and butterboxes doe per- 
take 

Of Favors which an English man must 
Lack 

When Trade (the brittish Darling) is 
Supprest 

And Merchants (under form of law) 
opprest 


[ [Robert Livingston], “A Satyr Upon the 
Times,” 1702, Livingston-Redmond MSS., FranR- 
lin D, Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, N. Y.] 

When Justice in the hands of Poverty 
Shall Sacrifice the honest Property 
When English Laws by Dutchmen sb alT 
be made 

To Ease themselves and English Subjects 
Lade, 

When to Complain of greevaeces is 
thought 

A Crime and to addresse the king a 
fault 

When those aggreev’d (instead of a Re- 
dresse) 
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are forc’d to find a gaole for tfieir recess 

Wlieii aldermen retume themselves and 
are 

Froov’d Perjured yet it does no crime 
appear 

Bless my kind heaven and send me fair 
from hence 

Where Villaines Triumph undo: a 
pretence 

of Loyalty and make the Laws their 
tools 

To Serve their wicked ends and Cherish 
fools 

But tell me Satyr whence these ills pro- 
ceed 

And bite the author till thou make him 
bleed 

Twas gold (that curst Tanpter) that did 
bribe 

The grand Ringleader of this hellish 
Tribe 

great by his Title Vile in his every ac¬ 
tion 

He’s gon but has entailed a Curse on*s 
faction 

A fawning Sycophant he’s left behind 

Cunning and Rogue enough to em- 
broyle mankind 

Devout he Seems as tho Religion was 

His aim, but gold would make him goe 
to mass 

But ere I Leave him let him have my 
curse 

May he to Nevis Pack with Empty 
Pmrse 

And there receive the just rewards of 
Some 

He has wrong’d, then be ship’d oflE to 
hang at home 

And now (Dear Satyr) keener whet thy 
Pen 

Vennom'd as adders Teeth and bite 
agen 

A Crafty knave delivered from a jayle 

To be a Statesman here, who’ll never 
fail 

The Laws to turn and wind, wher’s In¬ 
terest Sways 

And overrule the barrmen as he please 


He’s Proud as Lucifer tho poor as job 
greedy as Cibemis mercilesse as the mob 
Feirce as a Lyon in’s Judiciall Chair 
But when he’s out as Timerous as a 
hare 

And Cowardly he vents his Venom’d 
gall 

garded (by King’s authority) from’s fall 
me thinks I see this haughty wight as- 
send 

The Bench of Justice where his Looks 
portend 

Certain Destruction as a Sacrifice 
To his malice hatred or his avarice 
Without he’s Scarlet, Black as heU within 
His Eyes all fire kindled by his Sinn 
Have you not Seen the horse Leech Suck 
and Swell 

gorg’d with unwholsome blood he burst 
and fell 

May this Viperous mo^nster thus be curst 
Swoln up with rank ambition may he 
burst 

And if ther’s Such a Place as authors 
tell 

Lett him danan’d to domineer in hell 
There are Some other Villans on the 
Stage 

That Scarce are worthy of Poetick rage 
a gogle Eyd Serpent from Batavia 
Sprung 

Who if he had his right had long time 
hung 

Thers Hidkins Doctins too, but let him 
passe 

A Low Dutch quack no better than an 
asse 

There is a meager Long backt hell 
hound too 

To name no more of the vile sordid 
crew 

Black and Malitious blood runns throu 
his Veins 

And Shaking nodle shews his want of 
brains 

As for the rest o the Scoundrells let em 
wait 

The approaching Change and then 
Lament their fate. 
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THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 


l"l-LE LeISLERIANS RECAPITULATE ThEIR GRIEVANCES, May 15, 1699 


We the Representatives of this, his 
^•Ajesty's Province Conven'd in Gen- 
< tul Assembly, do with all due Respect 
Humility, approach your Lordship 
I J Earl of Bellomont], to Assure you 

J* the same inviolable Loyalty which 

hitlierto affected and inflamed our 
i<*arts towards the Crown and Govern- 
Xttcrit of England, will ever preserve us 
a most Religious and steady Perse- 
verence therein, being thoroughly sensi- 
^ liow great a Blessing it is to be 
^t^hject to the best and greatest of Kings, 
uiiider so noble a Constitution of 
I-a.ws as makes England this day the 
I\K%vy of all its Neighbour Nations. Yet 
w<; Gsimiot but with great greif of heart 
represent to your Lordship, that we 

I lave not of late yeares enjoyed the 
Ictlicity of those Excellent Laws, which 
III tlieir own nature and designment 
51 r e to Extent to all the Subjects of the 
C Jrown, how remote soever, at least 
Virttia.lly, and wherein the Lives, Lib- 
€*rtycs and properties of the subjects are 
C Concerned. 

lATe were very uneasy under an Arbi- 
tniTy Comission in the late King James's 
Rc:ig:ne, which gave the Governor of 

I I its I^rovince, among other Arbitrary 
powers, that of Levying mony with¬ 
out calling an Assembly, whereby we 
rc^ckoiaed that our Lives, as well as 
Ksiates, were subject to the Arbitrary 
will of a Governor contrary to the known 
I ^aws of England; and mony was actually 
X^evyeci on us, pursuant to the illegal 
powers of the said Commission. The 
exercise whereof and the dreadfull 
violcixce we also apprehended would 
be dtoxie to our Consciences, in respect 
of our Holy Protestant Religion, from 

Hopisb. Arbitrary King, made us Unan¬ 
imously and heartily throw off the Yoke 
of Popish Tyranny, and declare for his 


[MSS. New York Assembly Journal, 1698-1705, 
62-64, N.-Y. Hist, Sck:.] 

then Highnesse the Prince of orange, 
upon the first News we had of his 
Glorious and Unparalleled Expedition 
into England. 

We acted then, as we conceived, on 
a Right Principle, and we were the 
more Confirmed in that Belief, because 
we acted in Concert and Conformity 
with the Glorious People of England, 
But to our great amazement and sor¬ 
row we have suffered severely for our 
early service to King William and the 
Crown of England, most of us in our 
Libertyes and Estates, and two of our 
Friends (who had the Honesty and 
Courage to stand in the Gap when 
others shamefully drew back and de^ 
serted the Protestant Cause, and were 
therefore by Universal Consent of the 
People thought most worthy to be cheif 
in Comand, till orders should come 
from England) who fell a Sacrifice to 
the Rage and Malice of the Jacobite 
Party in this Province, who tho’ few in 
Number at that time, had Nevertheless 
the Power and influence to prevaile on 
the weakest of men, Colonel Henry 
Sloughter, Governor of this Province, to 
order a Tryal for those brave Men, and 
appoint such a sett of Judges, as by 
principle and prejudice, would not faile 
to gratifie the Malice of their Party, as 
they did under a forme of Law, which 
made it the more Cruel and Arbitrary, 
the said Tryal being ordered by the 
Governor, and mannaged by the Bench 
Contrary to all the Rules of Justice and 
Humanity; for we are able to make ap¬ 
pear, if thereunto Required, that never 
a Revolution was carried on and mann¬ 
aged with more moderation in any part 
of the Christian World. 

And further to instance the weakness 
as well as the Cruelty of the said Gov¬ 
ernor in appointing Nicholas Bayard, 
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WilHam Nicolls (lately Suspended by 
your LordsMp from bis Majesty’s Coun¬ 
cil) and several otbere to mannage tbe 
tryal against Captain Leisler, Mr. Mil- 
bome, and tbe other six Prisoners who 
were all their a Vowed Enemies, and 
bore a Mortal Grudge to tbe said Cap¬ 
tain Leisler, for their haveing been by 
him imprisoned in tbe Fort for oppose- 
ing the late happy Revolution and en¬ 
deavoring to raise a Tumult among the 
People, and disturb tbe peace of the 
Government, and for telling Captain 
Leisler to Ms face. That tbe Parliament 
of England Voting and enacting the 
Throne’s being Vacant, was non sence, 
that there was no Such tMng pc^ible 
in Nature, nor could be by the Laws of 
England. Governor Sloughter too by 
Lodging in Nicholas Bayard’s house was 
the more preyed, and sooner prevailed 
on by Bayards Im|K>rtunity to sign the 
Warrant of Execution. And as an In¬ 
fallible token of the share he had in 
that Council, there was a Fl^ hung out 
of a Window of his House for two days 
together, before the day of Execution, as a 
Trophy and signal of the Point gained by 
him on the said Governor and of the 
Victory over the Lives, not only of Inno¬ 
cent, but most deserving men. In those 
days it was, when the Prot^tant sub¬ 
jects wmre disarmed, and Papists armed; 
Nay the Publick faith of Government 
was Violated, for a Reprieve had been 
sealed to respit the Execution of those 
Gentlemen, untill his Majesty’s pleasure 
should be known, yet before this could 
be known [to] Ms Majesty they were 
Executed, And notwithstanding the 
Governors Proclamation, to invite such 
as fled to shun the hard fate, s^everal 
whereof were neverthelm fined and 
Imprisoned; and certainely more had 
undergone the hard fate of Captain 
LeMo: and Mr, Milbome, had it Not 
been for Governor Sloughter’s suddain 
Death, and the refiection he had, tho tO' 
late, of this Barbarous and unwarranta¬ 
ble Strange Execution, This was the end 
of Cap'tain Leisler and Mr. Milbome, 


the former whereof has Expended £2700 
out of his own proper Estate for the 
service of Ms Majesty, as was made ap¬ 
pear to a Comittee of tMs House. These 
were the Days of Wrath and utter Dark¬ 
ness, so that we must say with the 
Apostles, Wo unto them, for they have 
gone in the way of Cain, 

Then, Contrary to Ms Majesty's Let¬ 
ters Patents, Richard Ingoldesby, a hot¬ 
headed inconsiderable person, and a 
simple Captain of foot, is made Co- 
mander in Cheif; and in all the time of 
his administration, oppression is still 
continued. Nor could the change of 
Govemom remedy the same, by the 
coming of Colonel Fletcher, who altho 
no blood [was] Spilt, yet bruised the 
Bone of the Renmant left, and made Ms 
Government an Entire Mass of Corrup¬ 
tion, by Encourageing Pyracy and Un¬ 
lawful Trade, and giveing away alm ost 
all the Vacant Lands in the Province to 
a few disaffected and und^erving men, 
neglecting the frontieers of this Province 
and packing Representatives to serve in 
General A^embly, Imbezilling and 
squandering away the Revenue and 
other puWick monys, setting atheistical 
Persons in placa of greatest Trust in 
the Government All which, and many 
more Instances of Ms male administra¬ 
tion, as we are informed, have been al¬ 
ready transmitted to England by your 
LordsMp. 

The Repr^entatives Conven’d in Gen- 
aral A^embly, takeing notice of what 
was done herein, for releif, by that most 
Senate, the Parliaoient of England, in 
Reversing of the attaindos of Jacob 
Leisler, Mr, Milbome, and others, can¬ 
not but with the greatest of Zeal, and 
fervency of affection, send up their 
Prayers to the great maj^ty of Heaven 
and Earth, for the Preservation of his 
Majestys Royal Person, and of that most 
Excellent Consti'tution, and for the Min¬ 
isters of State, the influence of wh«e 
wise and honest Coun^dl, is felt even at 
this vast Distance from England. And 
in humble Confidence of his Majestys 
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goodBess, we himibly pray your Ex- 
cellenq^^ to lay before bis Majesty this, 
our bumble Pedtion, hoping that the 
same good angel who led your Excel¬ 
lency to attend bis Majesty, when Prince 
of Orange, in bis Glorious Expedidon 
for England, and brought your Excel¬ 
lency safe amongst us, to put a stop to 
tbe oppressions we groaned under, will 
now move your Lordship in our behalf, 
to interceed with his Majesty for our 
Releif (although as Chrisdans we would 
forgive our Enemies and oppressors) 
That he would be graciously pleased to 
Extend of his Royal Bounty and Favour 
on the Families of tbe said Leisler and 
Milborne, and also order the Sum of 
Two thousand seaven hundred Pounds 
to be paid unto her (and that care be 
taken to pay such Debts as are owing for 
what was Expended in the late happy 
Revoludon in this Province) in Con- 


sideradon of their suffering and services 
for his Majestys Interest and this Prov¬ 
ince. 

That for the better administradon of 
Jus dee two able judges be sent from 
England (and two or three able Coun¬ 
cil, who have acquired to that noble 
profession by study, and not by usurpa¬ 
tion) for the maintenance whereof we 
shall not be wanting. 

That Colonel Fletcher's Coat of Aims 
may be pulled down from the Kings 
Chapell in the Fort, and Trinity Church 
in this Citty; that since he left no monu¬ 
ments of Virtue and a Just Administra¬ 
tion, those of his Nautious and Insup¬ 
portable Pride and Vanity, may not 
remain to Posterity, especially since his 
Birth was so mean and obscure as that 
he was not endtuled to bear a Coat of 
Arms. 


40. An Anti-Leislerian Analysis, 1701 


I cannot omit giveing you a Narra¬ 
tive of the unhappy circumstances of 
this poor province, the foundation of 
whose nursery was laid (saving what ins 
fellow Laborer Captain Leisler did in 
order thereunto) by the late Earl of 
Bellomont, who haveing conceivd an 
Irreconcilable hatred against those his 
unbounded Maleice and Injustice had 
made his enemies that he omitted noth¬ 
ing he could devise to harass and make 
them uneasie. To give a full rehearsal 
of his Barbarities would not only be 
needless but swell to a Vollume, and 
blessed be God for removing that scurge 
from us whose memory will stink in the 
nostrills of all good men for severall 
ages. For were I deposed uppon oath I 
could scarcely name one man in the 
province but which I believe to be either 
a knave or a fool that joyned with that 
nasty faction. And were it possible to 


[Caleb Heathex^te to Gilbert Heathcote, 1701, 
Blathwayt Papers, BL 218-24, Huntington, li¬ 
brary] 

give you a lively d^cription of those in 
whose hands the Powers of government 
now are, and by him it was [so| settled, 
I would submit my head to the blok, if 
the like was ever seene or heard of since 
the foundation of the earth. The whole 
boddy of them consisting chiefly of a 
herd of tools and Creatures who ob¬ 
served no other Lawes and rules but his 
Will and pleasure, and haveing as an 
addition to our Misery taken care to 
furnish himselfe with skilful hands the 
better to mine us by rules. I am con¬ 
fident that of two thirds of the Province 
of which full that number of the People 
are against Leisler's Crew, one halfe 
must have left the Country had the Ear! 
lived, and the other must have submitted 
to an unheard of Tyranny and oppres¬ 
sion. When I consider of the plotte of 
Villany that was laid by that vile Lord 
it amazes me to think how it should he 
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possible for soo mucb. Wikedness to be 
in one man. When the main spring of 
their designes was by his death happily 
broke wee flatterd ourselves with the 
hopes of peace, but the leavin of their 
mallice still remaining and his favoritts 
haveing the power of government in 
their hands [they] omit no oppertunity 
of a Revenge, and use all means tho 
never soo Illegal and Indirect to per¬ 
petuate their dominion over us of 
which because I wont be troublesome 
will only give you two instances and by 
those you may Judge of the reste. ... I 
could besides Instance a thousand pas¬ 
sages of the Like nature done by this 
barbarous Crew, but as I said before It 
will be to tedious soo shall spare you 
and my seHe that trouble. When I looke 
bak and consider with what temper and 
[?] the English have undergone all 
their oppressions aflEronts and hardships. 
It amazes mee as well as to think that 
amongst mankind professing the Chris¬ 
tian religion there should be soo wicked 
a herd as in soo Cruel and unheard of a 
manner to persecute those of the same 
profession. Were it papist against Protes¬ 
tant, or the reverse, or Jacobin against 
Williamists, nay were it Churchmen 
against dissipators or Common Wealth 
party against the Church, this might 
carry some face with it, but it is soo farr 
from that, that both partyes, that is to 
say the Butch are all of one Church and 
religion and soo are the English, and all 
of em verry zealous for the present Gov¬ 
ernment, being not 20 papists and 


Jacobins in the whole Province. And as 
for the English party they have given 
sufficient proofe of their Loyalties, have¬ 
ing the government almost wholy in 
their possession in Colonel Sloughters 
Ingold^by and Fletchers time, and it is 
Visible that they defended the Province 
and maintained their ground during the 
late Warr with as much honor as any 
government in America. Soo that tis 
Verry plain our quarrels are not 
gounded on the Intrest of the King and 
the Protestant Religion as thc^ beasts 
pretend, but tis the trash and refuse of 
the people of the province, against all 
the best and most substantiall of the 
Dutch all the honest protestants and 
% of the English. .. . The Province be¬ 
ing now growne to soo great a heat, that 
tis Yerrf dangero^us breaking forth into 
flames, and I beleave itt would have 
come to mischief ere now were not the 
Soldjers and Saylers verry firm to the 
English party, the Rable Butch tailing 
much after that rate, but God be thankt 
wee are able to keepe than in order un¬ 
less they have a mind to have their 
throats Cutt. . . . Wee are free from aH 
plotts tricks designs and Contrivaments 
and Want nothing hut to be at peace 
and union with our Enemys and that 
they would be sck) good-naturd as to 
forgive, and accept of their forgivene^ 
whom they have soo greatly Injured hy 
Piundring Imprisonment etc. And since 
wee cannot agree in settling their dis¬ 
orders amongst ourselves. Wee pray the 
King and Parliament would do it for us. 


41. Combury’s Use of Factionalism 

A. Lewis Morris’ Deschription, February 9, 1707 

[Lewis Morris, by order c€ the Assembly of New 
Jersey, to Secretmy of State Boyle, Feb. 9, 1707, 
O’Caliagiiaii, ed.. Documents Rel&tmc to Co~ 
ionud New York, V, 

As to the raieseing a revenue for a the instances of the misaplication of the 
cartain time, especially so long a time revenue in the neighbouring govem- 
'tis what they are utterly averse to, for ment of New Yorke are so many and the 
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extra¥agaiice of its aplication in New 
Jersie soe great* tliat it is in my opinion 
impracticable to perswade an AKembly 
in this part of America to trust a Go¥- 
omoiir after my Ijord Gombnry. When I 
spoke of tbe extravagant appHcation of 
the Revenue of New Jersie, I foigot to 
add the difficulty of knowing how *tis 
applyed; for though her Majesty di¬ 
rect that the Assembly examine the 
Accounts of the disposal of money 
raised by them, yet the GoYernonr eludes 
the ends of that iiKtraction and pro¬ 
tects one Peter Fanconier a French man 
ReceiY® General in that Province p^ew 
York], from gl'iing the Assembly the 
sitisfaction they on^t to have. The fact 
is thus;—^the Asonbly ordered Fau- 
oinier to lay the Accounts before thon; 
he did, and several articles thore were, 
wMch they thought very extravagant; 
they directed Mm to bring his vouchers; 
the aiKwer he returns is (if I remonber) 
he is acroimtable to the Auditor Gen¬ 
erali, and with out my Lord*s direction 
he cannot do it, wMch he has not had 
nor is not Ike to get; and there it sticks. 

If thi% and what’s indcKed lets your 
honor see the sate of New Jersie, I have 
my end; I ad that Its the impudent con- 
dimt of the Govmioiiis, to cal it no 
wmw, that has been the great prejudice 
of her Majestic servitt in America, the 
various kinds of injustice and opprmion, 
the sordid and merttnary m^sur© they 
have taken, the mean things they have 
stoopt to, the trash of mankind that has 
l»en their favorites and tooles and by 
than raised to |XKts of honor and prof- 
fit as rewards for acxompIisMng the 
vrorst ends, has stunted the growth of 
these oAerwise thriving plantations, and 
you may easly Judge what effects are 
the unavoidable consequences of such 
cause, except mankind can be brought 
to love such things as by the principals 
of human nature they must necesarly 
hate. 

Tis this has filed the Charter gov- 
emments with people and make 


fond of suporting an administration In 
which they can call their Governour to 
an account and punish them for male 
administration with out the uncertaine 
and tedious success of application to 
courts; and were it not for the stingeness 
and narrowness of their principles (par¬ 
don this disagreeable truth) the govern¬ 
ments under her Majesties more imedi- 
ate administration had long ere this 
been thin’d of inhabitants, and when a 
way is found that Governours may not 
do acts of injustice with impunity^the 
Charter governments wont long subsist. 

Al the apologie I shal make for the 
lenth of tMs is, that I mean it for her 
MaJ^ti^ service and hope the goodness 
of the intent wil induce a pardon for 
the meanesse of the performance, and 
did I not feare tyring your Honor would 
enter into the state of the Province of 
New York; but I hope some abler hand 
has done tMs Province and my Lord 
Gombury so much Justice as to lay be¬ 
fore you an administration no where so 
exactly parralerd as in that of Gessius 
Floras, Governour of Judea [who prac¬ 
tised every spedes of iniquity], and has 
told you that her Majesties revenue here 
Is nigh expiring and will certainly fall, 
if some elce ben’t sent in my Lord's 
st«id. 

We are told Sir Gilbert Heathcote has 
made some intrest for his brother Colo¬ 
nel Caleb Heathcote: he wiU be a Tnan 
to the general sattisfacdon of the peo¬ 
ple, and at this Juncture to obteine a re- 
setlement of her MaJ^des revenue, no 
man fitter, I know no man understands 
the Province or People better, or is 
more capable of doeing her Majesde 
real servire. He is an honest and 
the reverse of my Lord Gombury; of 
whom I must say sometMng wMch per- 
haj^ no boddy wil think worth their 
wMle to tel, and that is, his dressing 
publicly in woman’s doaths every day, 
and putdng a stop to al publique busi¬ 
ng while he is pleaseing himself with 
that peculiar but det^table magot 
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B. Robert Livingston’s Description, June 2, 1707 


When I landed [in New York] I found 
most people very uneasy under tMs 
gentlemans administration, and heard 
such unaccountable actions, that I durst 
not attempt to give your honor an ac¬ 
count of Aem as not being possible to 
be believ’d. The assembly who have 
hitherto been at Variance with him be¬ 
ing allow’d by an order from home, to 
have their own Treasurer, have pass’d 
some acts, for the Levying of money to 
defray the Charges of fortifying the Citty 
of New York and the Chaise of the In¬ 
dians at Albany. But as for the money 
formerly given its ahedg’d no just ac¬ 
count is yet Rendred, the Province much 
in debt, no body paid, the Revenue 
Swallowd up, insomuch as tis credibly 
Reported when the Revenue expire by 
its own limitation next May come twelve- 
month, the Assembly will hot Raise it. 
Tis said he is wholly addicted to his 
pleasure, and enriching himself with 
strange and unheard of methods, having 
some few Creatures about him, whc^ 
Councils he pursues to the mischief of 
the Principal Inhabitants. His dressing 
himself in womens Cloths Commonly 


[Liviagstcm to William Lowndes, June a, 1707, 
Treasury Papers, 1/102, i 34 “ 55 » Rea>rd 

Office, Lcmdon] 

every morning is so unaccountable that 
if hundred[s] of Spectators did not dayly 
see it would be incredible. After 

dinner tiU 12 a Qok at night, is spent 
at the Bode. The debts of the Province 
are so much augmented that ten years 
Revenue if seded will not clear than, 
and I have heard his personall Debts 
here computed to Six thousand four 
hundred pounds. . . . 

In fine our Trade decays, owe house 
Rents faU, our Vessels are taken [by the 
French], and eva7thing goes behind 
hand, and a visible Judgement appears 
since this gentleman came among us. 
We have a poor dispirited people, a 
mixture of English, Dutch, and French 
that Live in the Province, and if they 
be never so much oppressed, dare not 
Complain, because they are not unani¬ 
mous, and doe not sdek to one another. 
So that a governor if he be not a man 
of honor and Probity can oppresse the 
people when he pleases—^its but Sttik- 
ing in with one Party and they assist 
j>TTn to destroy the other. And this is our 
case, by which we are under such discour¬ 
agements that many desert the province. 


The End of Vindictiveness 


42. The Assembly Lauds a Governor for the First Time, June 25, 1719 


When we reflect upon your [Le., Rob- 

ert Hunter’s] past Conduct, your just, 
mild and tender Administration, it 
heightens the Concern we have for your 
Departure, and mak^ our Grief such, 
as Words cannot truly express. 


IJoumal of the Votes and Proceedings of the 
Generai Assembly of the Colony of New York, 
2 vols. (New York, 1764-66), I. 438*393 

You have governed well and wisely, 
like a prudent Magistrate, like an af¬ 
fectionate Parent, and wherever you go, 
and to whatever Station the divine Provi¬ 
dence «ban please to assign you, our 
sincere Desires and Prayers for the Hap- 
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tend you. 

We have seen many Governors, and 
may see more; and as none of those, 
who had the Honour to serve in your 
Station, were ever so justly fixt in the 
Affections of the Governed, so those to 
cnine will acquire no mean Reputation, 
when it can be truly said of them, their 
Conduct has been like yours. 

We thankfully accept the Honour 
you do us, in callii^ yourself our Coun¬ 


tryman; give us Leave then, to desire, 
that you will not forget, this is your 
Country, and (if you can) make haste 
to return to it. 

But if the Service of our Sovereign 
will not admit of what we so earnestly 
Desire, and his Commands, deny us that 
Happiness, permit us to Address you, 
as our Friend, and give us your Assist¬ 
ance, when we are oppressed with an 
Administration the Reverse of yours. 



PART III 


THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION 
IN MARYLAND 



CECIL 







CHAPTER SEVEN 


SEEDS OF DISCONTENT 


A CENTURY ago John Pendleton Kennedy, a distinguished Mary¬ 
land man o£ letters, wrote that the period “from 1688 to 169s is one 
of our darkest intervals. ... It begins with a domestic revolution and 
ends with the appointment of a Royal Governor and that is pretty n^rly 
all we know about it.” Although many documents illuminating this dark 
interval have come to light since i860, the history of the revolution in 
Maryland continues to contain many mysterious ga|». During the rebel¬ 
lion and for two years following, the records were either kept poorly or 
not at all. And when the capital was shifted from St, Mary’s to Annapolis 
in 1695 many documents were damaged. Others that survived were 
consumed by the fire which d^troyed the state house in 1704- 

In the face of insufficient information historians have continually 
conflicted in assessing causes, evaluating effects, and interpreting the 
meaning of the revolution. One scholar recently wrote that the upris¬ 
ing led by the Protestant Association was “one of the first great Ameri¬ 
can exjieriences with Democracy.” Others have disputed the validity of 
this verdict, viewing the oppt^ing factions as engaged in a struggle for 
irresponsible control of the sources of political power, with the in¬ 
terests of the people a mask di^ising their provincial pretensions. 

Most students of Maryland’s seventeenth-century history agree, how¬ 
ever, that this community of 25,000 persons (in 1688) was periodically 
wrenched by imrest. There were insurrections in 1659, 1676, ^d 1681, 
when Lord Culpeper wrote to theXords of Trade from Virginia that 
“Maryland is now in torment, and not only troubled with our disease, 
poverty, but in very great danget of felling in pieces; whether it be that 
old Lord Baltimore’s poHtic maxims are not puisued or that they are 

unsuited to this age” (Nos. 43 and 48). 

ThtMC “poHtic maxims” were predicated uptm the Fmpdmar’s 
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charter, the constitution of the province granted by Charles I half-a- 
centuiy earlier. This archaic document was cut from a medieval pattern 
and seemed an anachronism to the freeholders and their representatives 
in the lower house of the General Assembly. But what this body dis¬ 
puted as arbitrary or inflexible exercise of the Proprietor’s prerogative, 
the Council, or upper house, upheld according to the letter of his Lord¬ 
ship’s charter. Thus the frictions frequently arising from conflicting 
views of the nature of the highest public authority reached an impasse: 
the proprietary party, represented by the Governor and Council, 
claimed privileges based on a fourteenth-century grant, while the lower 
house and opponents of the Calverts countered with demands based 
upon rights wrested from the Crown by the seventeenth-century House 
of Commons. Two such problems over which recriminations were fre¬ 
quently exchanged were the number of delegates each county might 
elect to the General Assembly (No. 44) and the use of the executive veto 
power (No. 45). 

In addition the Proprietor was accused by the opposition of nepo¬ 
tism and favoritism in granting provincial ofiBces and lands. Until 1680 
all business relating to land grants, patents, and escheats was managed 
by the Governor and his Coimcil, or the Secretary of the colony. When 
a land ofiSce was established in 1680, it was presided over by a council 
comprising three cousins of the Proprietor and his stepson. In 1681 the 
English Privy Council called on Charles Calvert, Lord Baltimore, to 
exonerate him^lf against charges of partiality to his coreligionists, the 
Roman Catholics. Several months later, however, a group including 
men who led the Protestant Association in 1689 vindicated the Pro¬ 
prietor of partisanship (No. 46). 

The Protestants outnumbered the Catholics in Maryland at this 
time by better than 20 to one, and the general coincidence of Catholi¬ 
cism with the Calvert party and Protestantism with the anti-proprietary 
party compoimded political tensions and provided a dimension of bitter 
bigotry (No. 47). 

Many of the grievances which those hcstile to the Proprietor com¬ 
plained of were economic. Some objected to rising tax rates (No. 48), 
while others r«ented their exclusion from the Indian trade, which re¬ 
quired license obtained only with difiSculty. Planters and merchants 
disagreed with the proprietary view of the best way to stimulate the 
provincial economy, which was notably depressed during the decade 
preceding 1689 (No. 49). (Note in reading the documents that tobacco 
was worth a penny a pound.) Finally, much hard feeling followed al¬ 
terations made in the pattern of land distribution—the abolition of 
the headlight system (No. 50). 

Among the leaders of the 1689 insurgency John Coode, Kenehn 
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Cheseldyne, Nehemiah Blakiston, and Henry Jowles were most promi¬ 
nent. The first three were brothers-in-law, all having married daughters 
of Thomas Gerard who helped lead the 1659 revolt against the second 
Lord Baltimore. Goode, caricatured by a contemporary as “being of 
a middle Stature, a deformed person, his face resembling that of a 
Baboon or munckeys. Club-footed, his feet standing inwards one to the 
other and a notorious coward,’" had a considerable career as an agitator 
and had consistently been a focus of controversy in Maryland. He was 
anathema to Lord Baltimore, who saw him as a source of disaffection 
and linked him with Maryland’s revolutionary tradition (No. 43)- 
Both Cheseldyne and Jowles had been party to litigation which set them 
in opposition to the Calverts, and Blakiston’s alienation from the Pro¬ 
prietor became manifest in the i68o’s (No. 51). 

In addition to the experience of personal, political, and legal con¬ 
flicts with the Calverts, these rebel leadem shared another resentment 
with many of their feUows and supporters—^frustrated ambition. They 
had achieved the highest offices in their respective counties and many 
{K>sitions of middling importance on the provincial level. But the high¬ 
est stratum of authority and concomitant social prestige were just out 
of reach in the grasp of the proprietary party. Only revolution might 
make them room at the top. 

Because his province was an integral part of an imperial system. Lord 
Baltimore’s problems included several outside the internal intricacies 
of his bailiwick. Uneasy relations between the Proprietor’s party and 
Grown officials in the colony heightened his difficulties in dealing wdth 
fectious individuals in opposition, many of whom were allied with the 
royal civil servants in the struggle against the ruling elite (No. 51). 
Feeling ran high a few years before the revolution when Lord Balti¬ 
more’s deputy governor killed a royal customs collector who was also 
a member of the anti-proprietary party. 

Moreover the settlement of Pennsylvania after 1681 led to boundary 
disputes and competition for settlem, ultimately forcing Lord Balti¬ 
more to return to London after 1684. The Quaker William Penn—^no 
friend to the Calverts—^was not above arousing the freemen of northern 
Maryland against their government. Tensions such as these combined 
with a series of untoward events in 1688-89 were sufficient to produce 
politics of upheaval. 

In Lord Baltimore’s absence his subordinates were unequal to the 
task of quieting these problems and protagonists. In 1688 the Crown, 
through the proprietary government, sought a prohibition against the 
export of bulk tobacco from the Chesapeake area. Hence it became 
necessary to convene the General Assembly, whose lower house strongly 
opfx^d the proposal (No. 52). When Lord Baltimore’s surrogate, Wil- 



146 THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 

liam Joseph, opened the crucial session in November he antagonized 
the A ss embly with a diatribe they found didactic and authoritarian 
(No. 53). A contentious sequence of squabbles ensued which resulted 
in the lower house's being prorogued several times, but not without 
their first presenting a statement of grievances (No. 54). 

In January 1689, Lord Baltimore's deputies wrote him an account 
of the proceedings of the General Assembly just past, and concluded 
by remarking that ‘*all things are peaceable and quiet (No. 55 )- 
haps they wished to reassure his Lordship, knowing that he faced the 
loss of his charter in London, owing to infringements of the Naviga- 
tion Acts and the desire of the Crown to centralize colonial administra¬ 
tion. But if the Proprietor s subordinates felt domestic conditions were 
secure, they were apparently less confident about dangers from without. 
The very day they wrote Lord Baltimore that all was quiet they also 
prcx:laimed that aU public wea{K>ns should be submitted to the county 
sheriffs for repair and readiness. Whether or not this was a pretext for 
disarming the op|x>sition, it neverthele^ soon proved prophetic. In 
March there was rumor of a conspiracy among the provincial Indians 
and Catholics which set the Protestants in an uproar. Following an in¬ 
vestigation a bi|»rtisan group promptly labeled the scare a slevelesse 
fear and imagination" (No. 56). But the people refused to be set at 
ease. With her thin and mattered population spread over an area di¬ 
vided by a wide bay and broken by many creeks and rivers, such rumors 
had been endemic in Maryland for years. But, as a Viiginian wrote in 
i68r, if Indians ‘‘should atmck we [in ¥irginia]: are in an ill condition 
for defence, and M^aryland in a worse by reason of her intestine dis¬ 
tractions/* 


A Legacy o£ Unrest 


43. John Coode and the Rebellion of 1681 


I find by the Masters of the Sbtips, 
that the Imprisonnient of Captain 
Josias Fendal, and Captain John 
Coode, hath made so .great a noise at 
London; and therefore I thought it 
necessary to give you an account of it, 
as having been formerly an Inhabitant 
of Mary-land, and an Eye-witnes® of the 


|FHlip CalTCTt, CTiaiiceilor of Maryland, to 
Hairy Meese, a merdhiaitt in London, Uec. ag* 
1681, MarylaiMi Historical Sodety] 

caxii^e of Captain Fendel, in the years 
1659 1660 when he Perfidiously 

broke his Oath and Trust, being Gov- 
ernour of this Province; cancell'd his 
Ck>minmion from the then Lord Pro¬ 
prietor, and took a new one from the 
A^emhly. For that offence he was only 
Fin'd, and declar'd uncapable of ever 
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bearing any Office in this Province, as 
yon may remember, and that hath 
gauFd him ever since. And to get into 
Office, he now sets all his Wits to work. 
Inciting the People in Charles’s County 
to Mutiny and Sedition; and Tampering 
with some of the Justices of Peace in 
St. Maries County: First, telling the 
People they were Fools to pay any Taxes, 
(though laid by Act of Assembly;) that 
there was Wars in England between the 
King and the Parliament; and that now 
[that] nothing was Treason a man might 
say anything: And then to the Justices, 
hinting how easie a matter it was to over¬ 
turn the Government here, by seizing 
the Lord Proprietor, the Chancellor, 
Secretary, and Colonel Damal, all the 
rest (as he said) signifying nothing. The 
Justice of Peace told him, he had no 
Commission, and that it would be down¬ 
right Rebellion. He went from him, and 
revealed this discourse to another Jus¬ 
tice, who discovered this whole matter 
to my Lord. Shortly after this. Captain 
John Coode falls upon a time, at a 
Feast, into discourse with a Papist, who 
was Suing a Friend of his for a piece 
of Land, for that no Papist in Mary-land 
should be Owner of any Land at all in 
this Province within three Months; for 
that he had ten thousand Men at his 
Command; and he could make it High- 
Water, or Low-Water, when he pleased. 

After this, Goode was observed to 
make Visits to Fendal, which he never 
used to do before, and they both went 
over into Virginia; and within few 
days after their return from thence a 
Boat designed for Carolina from Mary¬ 
land, was forced in by bad weather to 
a House in Virginia, where the O’wner 
of the ‘Boat heard that Fendal and 
Coode had been thereabouts; and that 
the whole discourse there was, that Feu¬ 
dal intended to raise Mutiny in Mary¬ 
land, and that he and Ccx>de would 
carry their Families into Virginia. This 
being Sworn to, and at that very instant 
Informatioii t^ing given, that one of 
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Captain Coode’s Servants reported, that 
Ms Master intended to remove Ms 
Family on the Thursday following into 
Virginia; made my Lord tMnk it high 
time to look to the Security and Peace 
of the Province, and therefore sent Colo¬ 
nel Damal with about ten Men, to bring 
Coode and Fendal before him and the 
Council; Colonel Damal came to Ckxxies 
when it was light, and the Servants us¬ 
ing to go to work of^ned the door, at 
which Colonel Damal entered alone, 
leaving his Men without, and coming 
into Mr. Coode’s Chamber, told him he 
was his Prisoner; Coode at first laid his 
hand upon his Sword, but at last 
yielded; after wMch Ck>lonel Damal 
went over the River, and took Captain 
Fendal also, and brought them before 
my Lord and Coundi. And the next day 
after, Mrs. Coode did Hector my Lord 
at a rate I never heard from a Woman 
before; by which you may conclude she 
was not run mad with the fri,^t of ho: 
Husbands being pull’d out of his Bed, 
as we are told her Son Slye faMy reports 
at Ix>ndon- 

Three or four days after, I saw her at 
St. Mari^j and then I did suspect she 
would not continue long in her Wits, 
knowing she had been Mad a while 
upon the death of her eldest &>ii, alxiut 
the year i65§, and had heard she some¬ 
time fdtt into the like Fits siiKDe. 

After this, my Lord tc»k Bail for 
Coode wi thin five da^, but Fendal was 
kept until my Inrd had paired lieu¬ 
tenant George Gcxifrey, who laid a Plot 
to unhorse Ms Captain, and carry the 
Troop to the rescue of Fendal, instead 
of searching for the Indians, that had 
Murther’d some of our Planters, and 
were daily expected to fall into 
Charles County, in great nimbus; as 
they afterwards did in less than three 
Weeks, 

My Lord intends to send over thdr 
Try^, that the World may see with 
how much Favour the Court proceeded, 
and to stop the Mouth of Galimmy. 
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Politics and Religion 

44. A Controversy Over Burgess^ 

A. An Orjdinance of the Proprietor Touching Assemblies, 
Septembers, 1681 


(Hilaries Absolute Ijord and Propiie* 
tary ... To oiir two bouses of A^eoibly 
and to all tbe Freemen of our aid Pro¥- 
Ince of Maryland grreteii^ in our Lord 
GcHi Everlasting., . , Prince Charles tbe 
First ... by bis Letters Patients gave 
imto OUT said Fa&er, bis beyres and 
Successors , . . abtolute |»wer to or- 
deine, make. Enact, and under bis and 
tbeir Seale to pnblisb any Lavr^ wbat- 
soevo: of and with tbe advice and Ammt 
of tbe Freemen of tbe md Province or 
of tbeir Bel^tes or Bepiityes to be by 
Mm tbe ^d Lord Proprietary or Ms 
beyres Assembled in such tort or forme 
as to Mm or tbem ... sbonld aeeme 
best. And Foramancb as tbe forme of As- 
^nbling tbe said Freemenf J tbdr Bele- 
gates and Bepnty^ bath Mtberto l^en 
altogether nnoatain from tbe very be- 
giniiing of tbe feateing of thk Profince 


[W. H. Browne, ed.. Archives of Maryland (Balti- 
more, 1883- ), XVII, 15-17] 

For tbe settleing therefore of tbe mind^ 
of tbe Freemen, and EstablisMng a cer¬ 
tainty for tbe future wherein our peace 
may rest as upon a sure foundation. By 
tbe advice of our Councill, Wee doe 
hereby publish ordeine and Bedare that 
from and after tbe dissolution of tTik 
pr<^nt general! Astombly whensoever 
Wee . . . shall tMnk fitt to rail an As¬ 
sembly for tbe Establishing any Law« 
or otherwise to consult of tbe arduous 
and urgent affaires of this our Province, 
Writts shall issue out of our Chancery 
under tbe greate Seale - . . , Impower- 
ing tbe Sbariff of every County . . . and 
the Mayor Alderman and Common 
Council! or other Officer ..., requireing 
tbem rKpectively to Elect two Bel^ates 
or Beputy« and noe more for every 
Cbunty City Buirougb or Towne Cor|K>- 
rate then in being. 


B. The Address of the Delegates of the Loiver House to the 
PROPR iETm, November 2, 1682 


We Be^ and bof^ that We may with 
Your LordsM|» favour and Good lilriTig 
Biscbarge Oumelvo frithfally in that 
Trust re|x»ed in us by the freemen of 
this Province, irbo Notwithstanding they 
have Complyed with Your LoidsMp 
Writis for Election in Gbocweing Two 
Deputies or Bel^ates for each County, 
thereby Suffidently Empowering m to 
Advise and Consent m and witli Your 


Prowae, ed., Arckims of Maryland, Vn, 345-46] 

Lordship upon the Urgent Affairs of this 
Province, yet they have given Instruc¬ 
tion to tbeir several! Delegates to pray 
and make Provision that they may be re¬ 
store to tbeir former freedom of Gbom- 
ing and electing tbe accustomed Numbo: 
of Delate for each County to be tbe 
repr^entative Bcxiy of thk Province,... 
We have Studyed by avoiding all Obsti- 
nancy to your Lordships Design to find 
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out an Expedient that may as well fully 
Comply with your Lordships good in¬ 
tentions and Satisfie the Minds and Be- 
sire of the People, and this by a Bill Di¬ 
recting that all Writts for the future, 
may go out for the Electing of Two 
three or four Delegates for each County 
at the Choice of the Freemen thereof; 
And this may it Please Your Lordship 
We most Humbly Advise to be the mc^t 
Honourable and safest way as well for 


your Lordship as Ourselves. And We 
doubt not that when it shall thereby 
Appear without all G^ntradiction to the 
Freemen of this Province, that Your 
Lordship designs Northing therein but 
the Ease and welfare of the Inhabitants, 
they will readily Consent and Agree to 
Elect such and So Many as they find 
agreeable to your Lordslii|» Desire for 
that End. 


45- Lord Baltimore's Veto Power as an Issue 

A. A Petition of the Lower House to Lord Baltimore, 
September 17, 1681 


That having taken into Consideration 
the Inconveniencies that may happen in 
Case of Your Lordships Departure at 
any time out of this Province, and not 
sufficiendy Empowering in your Absence 
Your Lordships Governor or lieutenant 
Generali to give a full and Absolute 
Consent to Such Laws as may then be 
Enacted, for remedy of which this house 
having prepared one Good and Equi- 
tabie Bill which is herewith all pre¬ 
sented to your Lordship Entituled an 
Act for the Confirmation of the Laws 
of the Province in this and future As¬ 
semblies, and Sent the same unto the 
Upper house of Assembly, afterwards 
Seconded with Severall Good and Un¬ 
answerable reasons, to induce their 
Honours Assent to the Same, which to 
Our great Grief and Dissatisfaction after 


[Browne, Archims of MmyEemd, VU, i8i-8a| 

some Considerable Delay was returned 
DIsassented to, whereby We have been 
Left frustrated (so far) of Our Innocent 
and Equitable d^irra of getting their 
Honours Assent to the said Bill, So 
mudi to the Advantage and Content of 
the Inhabitants of this. Province— 
Wherefore Your Lordshifg mc^t Hum¬ 
ble Petitioners the Delegate of this Gen¬ 
eral A^embly, Do make this th^eir fur¬ 
ther Address and Application to your 
Ie>rdship Deiring Your Lordship to take 
the Premisses into your Consideration, 
and to Signifie your Lordships WilMng- 
ness to the Upper houte of A^emhly for 
the Passing the said Bill that there may 
be no longer hindrance of the Same; 
which will be ever taken and acknowl¬ 
edged as a Signal kindn^ess and favour. 


B. Lord Baltimore's Declaration in the Upper House, 
April 23, 1684 


To the bill for Assertaineing the true 
force and validity of the Lawes of this 
province, I give this Answere, that 
though I owne my promise and engage¬ 
ment to both my houses of Assembly 


[Browne, esL, Anckssms of Mmyimid, XUI, 4®] 

made in September ifiSi: xrizi., that in 
my absence out of this Province, I would 
signifie my astent or di^assent to any 
law« within Eighteen months. Yett doe 
I not think it convenient to oMe%e my 
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heires and Soccessores by an Act to those mg to any lawes within Twenty monthes, 
inconveniences and miscbeifes that may that shalbe made perpetuall dureing 
happen by their assenting or disa^ent- such their absence. 

G. The Proprietor’s Proclamation Vetoing the Laws of 1678, 

May 5, 1684 


Whereas severall donbts and disputes 
have been made concaming the uncer¬ 
tainty of the Lawes of this our Province 
for want of oiir Assent or dissent there¬ 
unto pnblickly declared and made 
knowne: And wee Mng now (u|X)n 
nr^nt ocrasions reiateing to Our Self, 
and die pnblick State and welfare of 
this our Province iis thoeimto moove- 
ing) suddenly deigned cm a voyage for 
England; Wee have thought fitt and 
convenient (upon |«Tiseafl and due am- 
sideration had of the Lawes afore^d) 
to prodaiine publMi and make knowne 


[Browne, oi., Atchtms of Maryland, XVII, s6i] 

.. . OUT Dissent to all and Every the Act 
and Acts of Assembly of this our Prov¬ 
ince made (dureing our absence out of 
this Province) in the yeare of our Lord 
God [1678], which are hereby invali¬ 
dated, adnulled, made void, and to 
stand for nought to all intents and pur- 
pc^es, except onely such of the said Acts 
as we have (since our arrival! here) by 
our Absent in a general Assembly con¬ 
tinued, confirmed, or revived, which are 
also to stand continued, confirmed or re^ 
viv^ to al Intents and purposes. 


46. Lord Baltimore Accus^i of Favoritism 

A- A Letter from the Privy Council to Lorb Baltimore, 


October 12, 


After Our hearty Connnendation to 
your Lordship, Information having l^en 
given unto Us, That there are very few 
of his MaJ^ties Protetant Subjecte ad¬ 
mitted to be of the Council of the 
Colony of Maryland, and that th-ere is 
partiality and favour shewed on al 
casions towards these of the PopMi Re¬ 
ligion to the discouiagemait of his MaJ- 
esdes Protestant Subjects wMch We 


i68i 

[Browne, c<L, Archkf^ of Maryland, V, 300-301] 

hope may proceed from mkrepr^enta- 
tion, yett Wee cannot but take notice 
thereof unto your Lordship praying and 
requiring you to cause the same if true 
to be speedly redressed, and that in the 
distribution of the Aimes and Ammu¬ 
nition ... Lordship do express your 
trust and confidence in His Majesties 
Protatant SubJ^ects by putting the said 
Aimes into their bands. 


B. The Ck>iiNcaL of Maryland Vindicates Lord Baltimore’s Policy, 

May 13, 1682 

prownr, ed., Arck^ of Maryland, V, 353-55] 

Whereas thiough the envy, malire factious spirits, not only disafected to 
and hatred of Mine pamicalar, turbulent; Ms, but also dimtMed with, uneasie 
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under, and averse to all manner of rule 
and Government, severall ill reports and 
foul aspersions have of late been cast 
upon the Government of this Province 
under the right honourable Charles 
Lord Baltimore . . . representing his 
Lordshipp as violent against the Protes¬ 
tants here inhabiting; conceiving and 
entertaining groundless Jealousies 
against them, and upon all occasions 
showing partiality and favour to those 
of the Popish persuasion to the great 
discouragement and oppression of othem 
His Majestie's Protestant subjects, who 
are said meerly upon the account of 
their religion, to be kept under and at 
a distance from all possibility of ad¬ 
vancement to any place of honour or 
profitt within the Province, and to 
render the same more odious and con¬ 
temptible to the world, such reports 
have not only been scattered abroad 
amongst several persons from one to 
another, but (as we have seen and 
heard) through the instigation, means, 
and procurement ... of the authors 
themselves, have for the more general 
contagion been expmed to public view 
in print, thereby to take the deeper im¬ 
pression on the minds of the vulgar, not 
only to the derogation of his Lordshipps 
honor, but also of very ill consequence 
to the whole Province in General, by 
terrifying and preventing thereby others 
His Majestie's loving subjects from re¬ 
sorting hither to cohabitt with us as 
formerly for our greater strength and 
fortification against the Indians, and 
also for the better cultivating and im- 
proveing of this Country, to the great 
damage, detriment and prejudice of 
such . . . Subjects as are here already 
resident both as to their lives and es¬ 
tates by that means. 

We therefore the Subscribers profess¬ 
ing the Gospell of Jesus Christ accord¬ 
ing to the Litturgy of the Church of 
England and Protestants against the doc¬ 
trine and practice of the Church of 
rome , . . hold ourselves in conscience 
and duty obliged by this our impartial. 
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true and sincere remonstrance or Decla¬ 
ration to unfold the naked truth . . . 
and to purge his Lordship and this Gov¬ 
ernment, whereof we are, from all those 
false, scandalous and malicious asper- 
tions, which the venomous blasts of such 
inveterate, malignant, turbulent spirits 
have cast thereon. 

And therefore in the first place we doe 
hereby unanimously acknowledge and 
publish to the world the general free¬ 
dom and priviledge which we and all 
persons whatsoever Inhabitants of this 
Province, of what condition soever, doe 
enjoy in our lives, liberties and estates 
under this His Lordship's Government 
... as effectually and in as full and 
ample manner to all intents and pur¬ 
poses as any of His Majestie's Subjects 
within any part of His Majestie's do¬ 
minions whatsoever with the free and 
public exercise and enjoyment of our 
religion whatsoever it be, whether Prot¬ 
estant or other professing the name of 
Jesus.... We doe also dedare and make 
known that besides our owne experience 
we have observed Ms LordsMpp's fa¬ 
vours impartiaEy distributed, and Plai^ 
of Honor, trust and profit conferred on 
the mc^t qualified for that purpose and 
service without any respect or r^;ard 
had to the religion of the partidpants, 
of wMch generally and for the mc^t part 
it hath so happened that the Prot^tants 
have been the greatest number, the 
halfe of His Lor^Mpp's CouncO near¬ 
est to his person are Protestants, his 
late Governor Thomas Notely, Esquire, 
and Benjamin Rozer, Esquire, of his 
Coundl, also lately deceased, both Prot¬ 
estants, the major part of his Lord- 
sMpp's Commissioners or Justices of the 
peace ... Protestants; those likewise that 
have the charge of the Militia of this 
Province generally or [are] for the most 
part Protestants, , . . nine Colonels or 
principal Officers of the Militia all Prot¬ 
estants, and ... onely three of the romish 
persuasion Colonels or prindpal Officers 
of the Militia. ... In like manner aE 
other Officers and plac^ of Honor or 
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profitt witMii this Province, civill or mili¬ 
tary, imp^ardally and equally (if not for 
tile most part on Protestants) conferred. 
TMs not only in vindication of liis Lord- 
siii|» honor, and this his Government, 


hut also for the publick interest of the 
Province therein concerned. 

[Signatures include william digges, 

KENELM CHESELDYNE, JOHN ROUSBY and 

22 others] 


47. Religions Differences in Maryland 

A. A Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury from John Yeo, 
Minister in Maryland, May 25, 1676 


Th^ Rude and indicted In^ . . , 
are to acquaint Your Grace with the De¬ 
plorable estate and condition of the 
Province of Maryland for want of an 
established Ministry. Here are in this 
Province torn or twelve Coimtys and 
in them at least twenty thousand 
and hut three Protestant ministers of 
us that axe Conformable to the Doctrine 
and Discipline of the Church of Eng¬ 
land. Others there are p must confess) 
that Runn before they are Sent and Pre¬ 
tend they are Ministers of the Gosj^l 
that never have a L^all caH or Ordina¬ 
tion to such an holy office. Neither (in¬ 
deed) are they qualified for it, t«ing for 
the most part such as never understocxi 
any thing of learning and yet taie upon 
them to he Dispenceis of the word and 
to Administer Sacrament of Baptisme 
and sow seeds of Divission amongst the 
People and ntx; laiv Provided for the 
Supprmion of such in this Province. 
Soe that hoe is a great Nec«stie of able 
and leam«i men to ronfut the gaine 
saver, espetially having soe many Pro- 
fest enemies as the Popish Priests and 
J«uits are, who are incoraged and Pk>- 
vided for and the Quako- takes ore and 
pro%nd« for thme that are Sf^akers in 
their conventldes, hut nc^ ore is taken 
or Pro\%ion made for the building up 


[Browne, ed.. Archives of Maryland, V, 130-3S] 

Christians in the Protestant Religion by 
means whoreof not only many Dayly 
fall away either to Popery, Quakerism or 
Phanatidsme, but alsoe the lords day is 
prophaned. Religion despised, and all 
notorious vices committed soe that it is 
become a Sodom of uncleaness and a 
Pest house of iniquity. I doubt not but 
Your Grace will take it into Considera¬ 
tion and do Your utmost for our Etem- 
all welfaire, and now is the time that 
Your Grace may be an instrument of a 
iiniversall rdormation amongst us with 
greatet fadMity, Cacillius Lord barron 
Baltimore, and absolut Proprietor of 
Maryland being dead and Charles lord 
Barron of Baltimore and our Governour 
being bound for England this Year (as 
I am informed) to Receive a farther con- 
iimadon of that Province from his 
Majestic, at which time I Doubt but 
Your Grace may soe prevalle with him 
as that a maintenance for a Protestant 
ministry may be established as well in 
this Province 2s in Viigima, Barbados 
and all other his Maj^esties Plantations 
in west indies and then there will be 
incoragement for able men to come 
amongst us, and that some Person may 
have powm- to examine all such Minis¬ 
ters as shall be admitted into any County 
or parish. 
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B. Lord Baltimore’s Paper Setting Forth the Prisent State of 
Religion in Maryland, 1676 


That for the encouragement of aU 
such persons as were desirous and will¬ 
ing to adventure and transport thon- 
seives and families into the Province of 
Maryland a law there made by the ad¬ 
vice and consent of the Delegates of 
the Freemen concerning Religion, 
wherein a toleration is given to aU per¬ 
sons beleeving in Jesus Christ freely to 
exercise their Religion and that no per¬ 
son of what Judgment soever, beleeving 
as aforesaid should at any time be mo¬ 
lested or discountenanced for or in Re¬ 
spect of his Religion or in the free ex¬ 
ercise thereof and that noe one should 
be compelled to the beliefe or exercise 
of any other against his consent. Upon 
this Act the greatest part of the people 
and Inhabitants now in Maryland have 
seded themselves and families there and 
for these many years this toleration and 
liberty has been known and continued 
in the Government of that Province. 

That dime Persons of the Church of 
England there who at any time have en¬ 
couraged any Ministers to come over 
into that Province have had several sent 
unto them as at this time there are re¬ 
siding there foure that the Lord Balte- 
more knows of who have Plantadons and 
setded beings of their owne and those 


[Browne, ecL, Arckim^ of Mmyimtdj, ¥, iS 3 -S 4 | 

that have not any such beings are main¬ 
tained by a voluntary contribution of 
those of their own porsuasion, as otheis 
of the Presbiterians, Independents, Ana¬ 
baptists, Quakers and Romish Church 
are. 

That in every Country in die Prov¬ 
ince of Maryland th.ere are a safficieiit 
number of Church,es and Houses caled 
Meeting Hous« for the people there 
and th^ have been built and are still 
kept in goed re|Mire by a free and vol¬ 
untary cxHitribution of aH such as fre¬ 
quent the said Ghuixh« and Meeting 
Houses. . . . 

The greatest part of the Inhabitant 
of that Province (three of four at least) 
doe consist of Praesbiterians, Independ¬ 
ents, Anabaptists and Quakers, these of 
the Church of England as wefl as ihme 
of the Romish being the fewest, so that 
it will be a mmt difficult task to draw 
such persons to consent unto a Law 
which shall compel them to maintaiii 
Ministeis of a contrary persuasion to 
themselvK, they having already an as¬ 
surance by that Act for Religion that 
th^ey have aH freedom in point of Re¬ 
ligion and Dmne Worship and 
penaldes or payments impo^d u|xm 
them in that pardOTlar. 


The Economics of Discontent 


48. A Dispute Over Taxes, 1676 


The Governor and Councell . . . can¬ 
not but with wonder and Amaaement 
reflect upon the Levity not to say In- 
gradtude of the People, who have bin 


[A R«Bc»rtrancc of the Upper Hchm Regarfing 
the C^mscs of the Public Taxes, Biuww:, 
ed., Arckims of Marykmdj iS 7 ‘ 4 o] 

to farre blinded by the Spetious pre¬ 
tences of some draperate and il! Af¬ 
fected posom as to runn out into an 
Actuall Rebellion against Ms Lord- 
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sMpps GoFeminent. . . . The great 
Glamour is against the greatnes of the 
Taxes; the debarring of some Freemen 
who have nothing to Entitle themselves 
to a being in this ProifTnce, from voting 
in the Choice of the Delegates for make- 
ing of the Lawe, and lastly that those 
p<»re Freemen are Obliged to pay taxes 
equal with the rich. As to the first we 
Appeale to the whole world to Judge 
whether the Lord Proprietary were not 
forced to the Expensive warre against 
the Sa«|iiehaiiiioi2giis last yeare. . . . 
IVhat reaM^n then have the People to 
repine att their being protected? imle^ 
they value not their owne lives att the 
rate the Proprietary Mmselfe ¥alua the 
inean«t of the People. If the Taxe con- 
tinne this yeare tis the same necesity 
of defending the People that causes itt, 
and the paying for the building of the 
Slate house thr^ yeares since ordered 
and i^iin by consent of an Assembly in 
a tfme of our greatttt peace..., 

As to the vote of Freemen who have 
neither lands nor visible pemonal Es¬ 
tate, in the Elecdon of Del^at« for the 
.AsMnbly wee doe say, that as- the Lord 
Proprietary can cal Assemblys by his 
Patent whensc^va: and in vrhat manner 
to Mm shal «me mcKt fitt and con- 
vement, Itt is no -wonder that he shoidd 
chine tiiB as the fittttt and mcBt ron- 
Tenient manner, and incKt agreeible to 
the Lawe and Custome of England, For 
what man in England can be admitmd 
to the Eection of Parfiament, men that 
hath not a vmMc Estate in land m 


Goods? nay are there not infinite nuni- 
bers concluded in Parliament without 
vote in the Elections, though they have 
great Estates both in land and Goods? 
. . . Wee doe promise to propound the 
case of the indigent Freemen to his 
Lordshipp att his returne, and to offer 
him such reasons and motives as may in¬ 
cline him to permitt the next Election 
to be made by the Votes of all the Free¬ 
men indifferently. This is all that lyes 
in our powers to doe in this case. . . . 

The last part which concernes the 
poore Freemans paying equal! Taxe with, 
the rich, we must needs looke upon as 
a peice of Sophistry, imposed upon the 
credulous Freemen by some malignant 
Spiritt, who Repines that he cannot as 
well Cheate the publique of the Free¬ 
mans Leavy, as he hath beguiled the 
Freeman out of his Crop. What Free¬ 
man is itt that ever paid for more than 
his own head? and what rich man is itt 
that hath not paid for every Servant and 
Slave he hath? but put the case itt be 
hard the poore Freeman should pay as 
much for his head, as the Rich man doth 
for Ms owne head, why must my Lord 
or his Govemour and Councell beare 
the blame of tMs which my Lord him- 
selfe cannot heipe without the consent 
of an Assembly? ... 

Lcxske, we Intreate you, upon the dis¬ 
tressed and miserable Condition of our 
Nei^bour Colony [Viiginia] tome in 
pieces under the maske of publique Re¬ 
formation and ease from taxes. . . . 


49. The Condition of the Provincial Economy, 1682 


ll'btt-eas by rearon of the preent low 
and iisomidaabfc ra,te cff oc¬ 

casioned by the usual great Crop|» 
planted and made of the same, which 
hath been 'the €Mde and priiMipafl 
Ciiiaaiitie wi/iMa ths Froviiice, the In- 
habltaiiis are Reduttd to rerj great 


[An Act to Improve Commeixe, Apr. i68«, 
Browa* «1, Archmes of Marylandj, VII, sai-ss] 

necessities and want if without some sud¬ 
den remidy wil soone Involve them in a 
mwt deplorable and Calamitous Con¬ 
dition. And whereas the planting and 
sowing of groine and Raising Provision 
and Exportation thereof out of tlhig 
Province wil in some measure Redress 
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this sore and grievous Evil! by eucour- 
agemeut of Navigation and bringing in 
some supply to the People, which diier- 
ing the present failure of the price of 
tobacco Cannot be had or expected, Bee 
it Enacted by the Right Honorable the 
Lord Proprietary by and with the Ad¬ 
vice and Consent of the Upper and 
Eower houses of this present Generali 
Assembly and the Authority of the same, 
that from and after the end of this 
present Session of Assembly Indian 
Come, Wheate, Oates, Barley, Rye, Peas, 
Porke, Beefe, Baccon be deemed. Re¬ 
puted, accepted and taken for Lawfull 
and Currant payment and payments of 
money to Tobacco Debt or Debts, what¬ 
soever from or to any person or persons 
whatsoever, Debtor or Creditor Inhabit¬ 
ing or tradeing into this Province his 
Lordshipps Rents and Publique Leavys 
onely excepted, att such Rates and 
Prises and in such manner as hereafter 
in this present act is mentioned and 
Contained (that is to say) Indian Come, 
shelled shall be rated at Eighteen pence 
mony Sterling, or Eighteen pounds of 
tobacco the Bushell, Wheate at foure 
shillings or forty Eight pounds of tobacco 
per bushelL ... 

It shall and may be Lawfull to and 
for all manner of persons whatsoever, 
Inhabitants or traders into this Prov¬ 
ince to buy, export, or Carry away any 


^55 

quantity or quantitys of Come, Porcke, 
Beefe, or Baccon as aforesaid into any 
Dominion or Country out of this Prov¬ 
ince without any manner of Restraint, 
Prohibition, or any other imposition 
other then is already by the Laws of this 
Province imposed and allowed of any 
Law, useage, or Ordinance to the Con¬ 
trary in any wise notwithstanding. Pro¬ 
vided and be it enacted by the authority 
aforesaid that this act nor any thing 
therein Conteyned shall not be Con¬ 
strued, deemed, or taken to have any 
respect looking back or relation to any 
tobacco or money debt or debts made 
or Contracted before the end of this 
present session of Assembly. . . , Pro¬ 
vided and be it enacted by the authority 
aforesaid that if any debt or debts shall 
or may be payable or due from or to any 
person or persons, Debtor or Creditor 
liveing or tradeing into this Province 
under thirty three shillings and four 
pence or foure hundred pounds of to¬ 
bacco, that then and in such Case it 
shall be tendered and paid in any one 
particular Comoditie or kinde of Come 
and Provision that is made Currant and 
rated as aforesaid and not in divers the 
said particular kinde or Comoditie to 
be at the Ellection of the payer or 
debtor, this act to endure for three 
yeares or to the end of the next sessions 
of Assembly, which shall first happen. 


50. The Abolition of the Headright System, 1683 


Whereas formerly by my Fathers Con¬ 
ditions of Plantations there was fifty 
acres of Land allowed for every Servant 
or other person transported into his 
Provinces here to reside and dwell, of 
which the transporter was to make Oath 
as also that for such persons so by him 
transported hither he never had the 
benefit of the Conditions of Plantations 
which were usually termed Rights to 


[Lord Baltimore’s Certificate of the Manner of 
Selling Out Land, 1683, Browne, ed.. Archives 
of Maryland, V, 390-91] 

Land in Maryland; and whereas those 
Rights of late years have been most of 
them brought up of the Merchants and 
Commanders, transporters of Servants 
into this Province by the Collectors . . . 
and the Deputy Surveyors of this Prov¬ 
ince who often disposed of the same to 
the poor inhabitants at excessive Rates, 
and by the dishonesty of some dealers 
many denies such Rights have been 
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twice swome to and sold to the great 
ahi^ of the said conditions of Planta¬ 
tion for the ease therefore of the said 
Inhahitants; as also to prevent the like 
abuse for the future I thought good to 
alter My Fathers Ck>iiditions of Planta¬ 
tion and instead of a Eight due upon 
the transportation of a servant, for 
which the poor Planter often payd to 
the Bepnty Snn-Tyora and the several 
Gailectois four hundred weight of to- 
bacxo and some times more, I declared 
I iroiild accept of one hundred weight of 
tobacco for every fifty acres hereafter 
should taken up with which the In¬ 
habitants, not only the small on«, but 
aim the gi^t ones, are much better 


satisfyed; and whereas on the sea board 
side on the back of Somerset and Dor¬ 
chester Counties and also at the Whore 
Kins there was many years ago but half 
Rent sett upon such Lands as should be 
taken up there, so there is but fifty 
weight of tobacco for every fifty acr^ 
that shall be taken up in those parts. 
This it seems is taken in ill part by Mr 
Penn, and for this he accuseth mee of 
breach of faith, a violater of the ami¬ 
cable treaty. ... I have been ill used 
by my Neighbor (I conceive), having 
not by any action of mine deserved to 
be termed a faithless person and one not 
fit to bee treated with. 


51. Lord Baltimore s Difficulty Over the Royal Customs 

A. JvEHEMIAH BlAKISTON’s LeTTER TO THE CUSTOMS COMMISSIONERS, 

April 20, 1685 


The most horrid Murder of his Maj¬ 
esties Collector here, hath been and is 
daily seconded, wth very apparent 
tokens of approvement both from Tal¬ 
bott the bloody malefactor and all his 
adherents, vebo are busie in extenuateing 
his dime, and have conspired and pro¬ 
cured his Estnpe from prison in Vbginia. 
and from thence transported him into 
Maryland, where he remaines pablickly 
knowne at his owne house; There’s little 
hopes of his being biougjit to Justice, 
that he may receive condign punish- 
nsenir,] there being a htteraU Intercourse 
and correspondence betweene him and 
prindpail Magistrates of this Prov¬ 
ince, and noe effeauall course taV^-n for 
his apprehension, which I humbly con¬ 
ceive may be a strong aigument, and 
signall token to your Honors of the ill 
Md wicked carriage of things here, ever 
since Mr Rousbys murder; I have been 
continually discountenanced and ob- 
stmcted in my proceedings in his Maj- 


[Browne, cd., Arckmes of Maryland, XVII, 451- 

54 ] 

Service by the chiefe persons left 
and Deputed for the Government of 
this Province; they have conteained and 
disowns! my Conunission, to me and 
hurat my Certificates to Masters of 
Shipps, and have diverted and disswaded 
Masters of Shipj^ from applying them- 
s^lvtt any waies to me, and soe have 
Entred cleared and dispatched Shipps 
without my notice or privity. By which 
meanes I am certain severall Trans¬ 
gressors have escaped, and many frauds 
past undetected. My Lord Baltemores 
CounciH have also assumed a power to 
themselves to Depute another to be Col¬ 
lector in Severall Rivers; to leavy and 
r^eive all his Majesties rates duties and 
Im|x^ltiom .. ., and for my disowneing 
and not complyeing with those ap¬ 
pointed . . . Collectors and for my dis¬ 
senting from their proceedings, I have 
been served with warrants to appeare 
before some of them, and then threatned 
me with bringing me to the Provindall 
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Court, and with infliction of severall 
punishments banishment, and utter 
ruine of me and my family[.] One of 
them especially[,]by name Coll. William 
Bomineeres and tells me I shall 
not maintaine my Commission here, un¬ 
less by great gunns. . . . But notwith¬ 
standing all threatnings and diflficulties 
I shall proceed to the best of my knowl¬ 
edge and endeavours to execute the 
Dutyes of my place and Commission... . 
I hope your Honors will approve me 
and make it knowne, that his Majesties 
OjEcer shall be owned and supported in 
that legall and indubitable authority 
derived from your Honors against all 
opposers and adversaries of his Majesties 
Soveraignty. ... I am confident his Maj¬ 
estic is prejudiced severall thousand 


pounds by the obstruction and confusion 
that’s caused in his Majesties affaires 
and concernes here. . . . there was some 
prohibited goods putt on shoare neere 
St. Maries from on board of a shipp 
that fled from me out of Pottuxent 
River. The said goods with all speed 
were seized by the said Major Sewall 
and Coll. Bamall, who appointed a 
tryall for the same. In which Business 
they might have had witnesses enough, 
besides there was the Depositions of some 
persons, who are still resident in the 
Province, whose proofe could have ef¬ 
fected the condemnation of the said 
goods, notwithstanding all this which 
they well knew, were cleared and 
acquitted, and those materiall witnesses 
never sommoned in the business. 


B. Lord Baltimore’s Rejoinder, April 20, 1685 


It plainely appeareth by a Letter from 
the Governor of Virginia to the Deputies 
of Maryland, that the escape made by 
George Talbott out of prison was oc¬ 
casioned by the corruption of the guard, 
and not procured by any Persons of 
Maryland, as is falsely suggested in the 
Letter of the said Blackiston. And that 
as soone as the Governor of Virginia 
had given notice to the Deputies of 
Maryland of the said Talbotts escape, 
especiall care was taken immediately by 
them for his apprehension. . . . 

His Lordship is very confident, Mr 
Blackiston has noe just cause to com¬ 
plain of his being discountenanced in 
the execution of his place, for that he 
very well knowes his Officers dare not 
presume to offer any contempt, nor 
shew the least disrespect either to his 
person or commission [.] Nor would they 
presume to disswade Masters of vessells 
from presenting themselves and their 
certificates to his Majesties officers. His 
Lordship haveing long since ordered 
that they should apply themselves to the 


[Browne, ed.. Archives of Maryland, XVII, 455- 
571 

Kings Collector as well as to his owne, 
and such was the practice whilest Mr 
Christopher Rousby was liveing, and 
the truth of this may be easily knowne, 
from severall Masters of shi|^, and others 
now in Towne[.] After Mr Christopher 
Rousby was soe unfortunately killed by 
George Talbott, the Deputies of Mary¬ 
land did presume to appoint Coll. Wil¬ 
liam Di^es, and Major Nicholas Sewall, 
(both of them persons of good repute 
and Estates) to Officiate as Collector of 
his Majesties Dues, untill another person 
could be appointed by the Commis¬ 
sioners of his Majesties Customs. . . . 

Tis not possible for any person that 
understands the trade of Maryland to 
beleive his Majestic should be pre¬ 
judiced Severall thousand pounds, if his 
Lordships Officers should be as malicious 
and as wicked as the said Blackiston doth 
endeavour by his Letter to represent 
them. For whilest Mr Christopher 
Rousby lived, who understood the Of¬ 
fice well, and knew as much as any per¬ 
son how to make the most of it, there 
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ncFcr was mnch alK>ve one liundred 
poimds in one yeare received by Mm, 
for soe he often declared to his Lord- 
^p.... 

But Mr BlaMston takes care to signifie 
that he doubts he shall receive Mttle 
Tobacco this^ yeare, and giv^ this as a 
reason that Hs LordsMf^ Officers 
threaten the Masters of vessells that in 
case they pay not the penny per pound 
duty to them, they shall be sued and 
their v«sells sei2ed[.] And yett notwith¬ 
standing this. Complaint Ms LordsMp is 
ready to make it appeare, that the said 
Blackiston had received severall thou¬ 
sand pounds of Tobacco, even afore he 
had writt that Lettor and the same had 
paid away to his Creditors who never 
had any hop« of being satisfied by him 
imtill he had ohteined his Majesties 
Coiiiiiiis5ion|.] This will he proved if 


requiredf.] Soe that Mr Blakiston had 
noeother way, this yeare to make xip 
Ms accompts with the Conomissioners ofi 
Ms Majesties customs hut by pretending 
greate obstructions from bis Ixirdships 
Officers. 

What Mr Blakiston has mentioned 
concerning Major Sewall is as untrue as 
the rest of Ms Letter, for wben the said 
Sewall had given him notice of Severall 
Irish Vessells he intended to seize, the 
said Blakiston neglected to assist him in 
it, and soe the said Sewall was forced to 
proceed without him. . . . his Lordship 
does not doubt but it will in the end 
appeare some prejudice and ill will the 
said Blakiston beares toward his officers, 
for their haveing detected some late 
abuses wMch the said Blakiston has been 
guilty off in his Office. 


Incitements on the Eve of Rebellion 


5S. The Asembly Protests a Proposal About Bulk Tobacco, 

NoYember 28, 1688 


Haling recxived from your honours in 
the Upi^ house of Assmbly a Leita- 
wMch was {mm the Lords of Ms Maj«- 
iio iMKt honourable piivy Council to 
the... Loid Proprietary of this Province 
, -, whereby Ms Majestys Royal pleasure 
is Signified, That Ms said LordsMp in 
Conjunctioii with the Governor and 
Q>undl of his MaJ«tys Colony and 
Bomiiiioii of Vir^nia take ore a Law 
be pas»i in the R«|^ve Assmbhes 
VHgmla and Maryland against the 
Exfxmatloii of Bulk Tobacco from these 
Pkniatioiis Togetha: with a Menage 
from your honours thereunto relating 
This house in Answor to the same with 
al loyalty to the Kings most Excellent 
Majaty, Buty to his Lo-KisMp, the Lord 
Proprietary, ... say that the ProHbi- 


[Browne, ed., Archmes of Maryland^ XIII, 198- 

tion of the Exporation of Bulk Tobacco 
would in the first place prove very 
Prejudidall to Ms Majestys Interest and 
his Royall Revenue and Income if that 
(mc^t part if not all) the Bulk Tobacco 
that is Exported out of Virginia and 
Maryland for the Kingdom of England 
is thare sold and Consequently pays the 
full Duty of five pence a pound to hfs 
Maj^ty. Whereas otherwise, if in Cask, 
a great part of the said Tobacco is 
usuaHy Exported into HoUand and Else¬ 
where and pays but one half penny per 
pound Custom; That the Tobacco of 
that Quality which is more fitt for Bulk 
and altogether unfitt for Cask to be 
therein Exported again out of England 
wrould by that Meanes be Lessened in 
that a great if not most part of the same 
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would be left behind in this Coimtrey 
and his Majesty by that means prevented 
of having any Duty att all for the Same. 

2d To Prohibit the Exportation of 
Bulk Tobacco is highly Disadvantagious 
and Prejudicial to his Lordship the Lord 
Proprietary of this Province for that 
since the said prohibition will Occasion 
a farr lesser Quantity of Tobacco to be 
Exported as aforesaid, his Lordship will 
by that means be a great looser not only 
in the Revenue of two Shillings per 
hogshead due by Act of Assembly but 
also in the Imposition of i4d per 
Ton. .. . 

^dly To Prohibit the Exportation of 
Bulk Tobacco is Injurious and Ruinous 
to his Majesties Subjects in tins Province, 
in Virginia and in his Majesties more 
Immediate Dominions at home; In this 
Province it would hinder and Deprive 
the good People of the Sale of all their 
Tobacco Except such as is Extraordinary 
bright and Dry Tobacco fitt for the Lon¬ 
don Merchants who buy it with intent to 
Transport the Same for Holland, and 
break off the Trade of those Small Ships 
that come from the West and North 
Country who bring in great Quantitys of 
Severall Serviceable Goods and Supply 
this Province therewith. And not only 


so but with those Goods at better prices 
Purchase their Dark Tobacco which is 
that, that’s Generally Bulkt, And is such 
that the Londoner will not buy nor 
carry out. And so all that Tobacco which 
is not very bright and dry of which the 
greatest part Consist would lye and rott 
upon the Owners hands and they thereby 
perish for want of such of those Goods 
these small West and North Country 
Ships bring. 

And it would be prejudiciall to his 
Majesties Subjects of those West and 
North parts of England by breaking off 
their Trade to those places whereby their 
Ships and Men are Employed, their 
Commodity Vended and themselv^ 
Supplyed plentifully with Tobaccos all 
which would certainly follow such a 
Prohibition. 

The Premisses being had into due 
Consideration of this house it is . . . 
Resolved in this house that such a 
Prohibition worfd tend vary much to 
the prejudice of his Majoty and his 
Lordship and Injuriom to the ^kkI Peo¬ 
ple of this Provmce who they Repr«ent 
for the reasons afor<Kaid and therefore 
this house cannot proceed to drawing 
the same. 


53. William Joseph’s Address to the Assembly, November 14, 1688 


There is no power but of God and 
the Power by which we are Assembled 
here is undoubtedly Derived from God, 
to the King, and from the King to his 
Excellency the Lord Proprietary and 
from his said Lordship to Us ... so the 
End and duty of, and for which this As¬ 
sembly is now Called and met is that 
from these four heads.... 

I Commend to your Care the Utter 
Suppr^sing and Abolishing of the sev¬ 
er^ hainous and habitual Crimes now 
most in Mode and use amongst the Peo- 


[Biowbc, ed,, Archittes of Maryiaad, XIII, 148- 

53] 

pie as Drunkeness, Adultry, Swearing, 
Sabboth breaking, etc. 

Drunken^s, Gentlemen, that beastly 
Sin ... is but tcK3 Common among the 
People of this Province to the uttar 
Ruin not only of their souls . . . But 
also of them, their Children and fam¬ 
ilies. — 

Kings, Gentlemen, are the Lorfs 
Anointed and are by God appointed 
over us to Rule and (next undo: ^God) 
the King we are bound to fear and 
honom. . . . And the Kings ^Commands 
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We aie bf the lam of God bound to 
keep, for that it h said keep the Kings 
Commandment and that in regard of 
the Oath of God, for whcKo keepeth the 
ConHnandinent of the king shall feel no 
evil thing. The Kiiig (Gentlemen) by 
his Ordo: in Council bearing Bate the 
fourth Bay of November 1687 hath re¬ 
quired of Us that We with Ynginia pass 
an Act prohibidng Bulk Tobacco to be 
Expoittti out of this Province etc . . . 
Some perhaf^ wifl pr^time to question 
the Advantage or Disadvantage that may 
aiiK by pacing of snch an Act which is 
indeed unbecoming Subjects to rail in 
Question the proceedings of the King. 

. . , But such is the Leven of Some, as 
always to create with dislike the b^t 
of tMii^ even prtMeeding from the b«t 
of Kings, and best of Governments, and 
that fcH* no o&er rearos but l^cause it 
Came from the King.... 

There is one thing yet remains upon 
which I will (before I conclude this Our 
Second part of Duty) move the Gende- 
inen of this honourable Assonbiy, which 
is that an AnniviCTsary Act may Unani- 
moiisly pas of Genoa! Thank^ving to 
Almiglity GcmI for the Ininite Blessing 
which Gtxi of his Gcxxintts has been 
plored to bestow- on their Sacred Maj- 
esti«, their Subjects and Dominions, in 
the Birth of so Noble and glorious a 
Piinoe, 10 be held and kept holy 
throughout this Pim^ince on evoy Tenth 
Day of June during the whole life of 
the Prince.... 

Gentlemen, I hope there are not any 
(in this present Generali Asrembly) so 
Wicked as (by ^facMaviiian Principles) 


shall go about to divide the Interests of 
my Lord and his People which indeed 
are not two Interests but one. For that 
whatsoever shall be for the Good and 
welfare of his People is also the un¬ 
doubted Good and Welfare of my Lord 
whose Chief care and Study is to En- 
crease wealth and Ease to the Inhabitants 
of Maryland. Wherefore who ever shall 
endeavour to Divide the hearts of the 
People from my Lord, or my Lord from 
the People, let him (by this Assembly) be 
Declared a Traitor to Our God, King, 
Lord and People. ... 

If bis Lordships Interests in America 
were to be disposed of . , . there^s none 
would give (Considering the Charge of 
Government) the tenth part of what 
they cost, wherefore as my Lord of his 
part never did (as he never will) Burthen 
the People whereby to be Reimbursed 
the said Charge, so will it he an Act 
of the highest Ingratitude in the People 
if of their part they do not Justly and 
freely pay what is or of right ought to 

he my Lord’s dues._ 

Gentlemen, I have one thing more to 
oflEer ivhich is: First, by way of Advice, 
that before you Begin to make Laws, 
you do not begin to breake Laws and— 
Sa»ndly, by way of Demand, That 
you and every of you (as I for example 
will) take the Oath of Fidelity to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary 
as the Law Directs which if any refuse 
to do the Government will according to 
that Law proceed, for if you Obey not 
the Lam that are made, who, think you, 
wiH obey the Laws that [you] are to 
make? 


54. The Grievances of the I^wer Ho-me, November 22, 1688 


Imprimis: Whereas by an Act of As¬ 
sembly Endtuled an Act for raising and 
providing a Si!p|x>rt feu: his LordAip, 
ti* Loid Proprietary of this Province 
during Ms Natural life etc. Made 


[Browne, ed.. Archmes of Maryland, XIII, 171- 

73l 

the 27th Day of March 1671, and by 
other Acts since made Confbrming the 
same and now in force. It was thereby 
Prorided that his said Lordship, his 
Rereiver m Receivers Generali for the 
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dme being shall receive good sound 
Merchantable Tobacco for his said Lord- 
ships Rents and fines, for Alienations of 
Lands reserved upon the Severall and 
Respective Grants of Land in this Prov¬ 
ince at the rate of Two pence per pound, 
any thing in his said Lordships Grants 
to the Contrary Notwithstanding. Never¬ 
theless his said Lordships Receivers and 
other Officei^ Appointed Contrary to the 
said Law have and do under Colour of 
their said Offices not only refuse to re¬ 
ceive Tobacco as by the said Law is 
Provided, But Exact Money Sterling 
to the great x 4 greivance and oppression 
of the Good People of this Province of 
which we humbly desire Redress and 
Relief. 

Secondly. Whereas the honourable the 
Secretary’s of this Province do chaige 
the People of tMs Province with Several 
fees which are not by Law due, par¬ 
ticularly in that for Recording Proceed¬ 
ings, which they do take and Extort by 
way of Execution, the said fe^ being 
due and paid under another Denomina¬ 
tion of which We humbly desire redress 
and Reliefe. 

Thirdly. Whereas it is provided in the 
Act for Advancement of Trade that the 
Right honourable the Lord Proprietary 
should before the last day of August 
1685, for the quick Dispatch of Shipj^ 
etc. Appoint in Wicocomoco, St Maries, 
Patuxent, and Ann Arundel for the 
W^tem side of this Province and in 
Talbot and Somerset Counties for the 
Eastern Shore, Some fit Officer or Of¬ 
ficers for the Entring and Clearing of 
Ships in the said Severall and respective 
places, for want of which Trade has 
been Discouraged to the great Grievance 
of the Inhabitants of wMch they humbly 
desire redress and Relief. 

It being likewise very prejudicial to 
his Lordships Interest and Income. 

FourtMy. Whereas it is not only a 
great Agreivance to the Present Inhab¬ 
itants of this Province, But also of fatall 
Consequence to their Posterity, That 
Laws made and Assented unto by his 


Lordship and the People of Province 
should be dispenced withall by any other 
Authority than by which they were first 
made, which we humbly desire to Know 
if his Lordship do intend to Annuli that 
Clause of the Act about Bringing To¬ 
bacco to Towns without an Act of Re- 
peale. 

Fifth. Whereas the Attorney General 
has often presumed upon hh own Au¬ 
thority ... to ^nd out precepts Di¬ 
rected to the Severall Sheiiffis, Ck>m- 
manding them to bring the Bodys of 
Severall the Inhabitants of this Province 
to the Pro\'incial Courts to Answer such 
things as should be Objected against 
them, by which means severall of his 
Lordships Good People have been taken 
into the Custody of the severall Sherifife 
and brought to the Provincial Court, 
being altogether Ignorant of what should 
be laid to their Chaige before they Come 
upon their Tryall, Contrary to the 
fundamental! and known Laws and to 
the great Agrievance and Unsupportable 
Chaige and Damage of his Lordshi|K 
Good People of which We humbly d«ire 
to he relieved. 

Sixthly. Whff-eas it is a great Ag¬ 
reivance to the Inhabitants of this Prov¬ 
ince that any persons not Lawfully Em¬ 
powered but only pretending a Power 
from some of his Lordships Militia Of¬ 
ficers in time of Peace should as often 
they have done press and Violently 
take from severall of the said Inhabitants 
the most part, if not aE, their Store of 
Meat and other Provisions which should 
be for the Support and Relief of their 
Respective families the remaining part 
of the Year, to the great Damage and 
oppr^ion of the said Goed People, of 
which We humbly d«ire to be relieved. 

SeventMy. Whereas the Provincial 
Court being Adjourned to the last Tues¬ 
day in January next, which is the Dead 
time of the year and the most perilous 
and incomodious time for the people to 
give their Attendance, We conioeive that 
it is a great Agrievance of wMch We 
humbly desire Redress, 
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EiglitMy, That it is a great Greivance 
to the People o£ this Province for the 
Officers of Towns [to] Exact three pence 
Sterling or three pounds Tobacco per 
hc^head for any Tobacco whatsoever 
which is not Actually brought to the 
several Towns according to the Letter 


of the further Additional! Act to Act for 
Advancement of Trade and to the Sup¬ 
plementary Act to the Same Which we 
humbly desire your honours to take into 
your most Serious Consideration and 
that of the same we may have Redress 
and relief. 


55. An Account of the Meeting of the 1688 General Assembly, 
January 19, 1689 


Wee harcfwith (to your Lordship) 
transmit a perticular of our proceeding 
in the last sessions of Assembly not onely 
by this our accompl thereof, but by the 
piimall of eadi dayes passages which 
with th«e your Lordship will wee hope 
receive. In the beginning whereof your 
LortMiip wffl find the heates and de¬ 
bates wee had with the Lower House 
atM>ut the oath of fidelity to your Lord- 
ship which wee insisted upon the rather 
and indeed cheifely for that your Lord- 
sM|k last expressions to the Assembly 
in [16I84 was that for the future your 
LordAip did ex|«ct that every member 
of A^embly should take the oath of 
fidelity l^fore they should Admitted 
to sit. In pursuance whereof the Gov- 
emmeiit did in the Assembly of 1686 
propcKe the said oath of fidelity to the 
Lower House who excused it at that time 
saying that had it been proposed to 
them. In time they would have taken 
it, but that then they were Entered upon 
other businiss and the like for which 
and other reasons the Government did 
not then furtho: pre^ the same. But 
at opening tins Aaembly wee humbly 
conceived it was our duty to cause com- 
plyance to your Lord^p’s said de¬ 
mands in [i6]84, order hereunto 

w^ee resolved to be early with them in 
this. And accordingly it was by the 
presidents speech To !x>th houses given 
them in charge To which the upper 
house readily ot^«i But the Lowa" 


[A Letter from the Government in Maryland to 
Lord Baltimore, Browne, ed.. Archives of Mary¬ 
land, VIII, 62-65] 

house would by noe meanes Comply. 
Upon which hot and high debates did 
arrise and the more they refused to 
sweare fidelity to your Lordship the 
more reason wee had to distrust 'em. 

But all mild perswasions failing wee 
sent for ’em up to the upper house which 
they refused, saying if his Lordship were 
there in person they would attend and 
indeed they endeavoured all they could 
to lay asside your Lordships upper 
house. Upon which wee thought of a 
dissolution, but tried them the second 
time and they refused and the third 
time. . . . The president made a short 
speech wherein he told them that wee 
were sorry to find such early disturb¬ 
ances; that the occassion wee sent for 
them was about the oath of fidelity; 
That fidelity was Allegiance which by 
the Lawes of England might be proposed 
even to the house of Comons in parlia¬ 
ment sitting; And that the refuseing of 
Allegiance did Imply Rebellion. . . . 
Upon which the Lower House was de¬ 
sired to returne to their house to con¬ 
sider of it; For till complyant in that 
perticular wee neither could nor would 
Enter upon any business. But all in 
vaine they still persisted, upon which 
wee would not in honour to your Lord- 
shif^ authority doe otherwise then main- 
teyne your Lordships right and lawes in 
this your Lordships Dominion. For wee 
were not Ignorant of the fatall Conse¬ 
quences hereof if denyall of fidelity to 
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yoiar Lordship were thus permitted. Re¬ 
bellion might be the next stepp. 

Whereupon wee Resolve to try ah 
Endeavours and accordingly, it being 
then Saturday in the aftemoone, wee 
sent for the Lower House. And they 
came. Whereafter a few things said to 
*em by the president, the Assembly was 
prorogued tiU the munday following. 
And then the oath was Imediately re¬ 
quired of every perticular member which 
after severall refusalls and debate they 
every man tooke, except one Thurstone, 
a Quaker, who d^ired to be dispensed 
with and it was granted Mm. And on 
Munday both houses met againe to 
whom the prudent made a short speech. 
And soe Entered upon busine^, wMch 
afterwards proceeded very amicably and 
kind even to the end of the scions, 
notwithstanding their grievous paper of 
pretended Agreivanc^ all wM^ch were 
answered to Content, . . . And then was 
pressed the business alx>ut bulke to¬ 
bacco. Tho wee desspaire of succe^ con¬ 
sidering the violent repulse it met with 
in Virginia, yet wee Endeavoured it all 
wee could but to no purpc^. For wee 
would get from *um in that affair was 
their answer and reasons to the Con¬ 
trary. . . - 

Tlie advantage propc^d to your Lord- 
sMp by payment of all your LorcMups 
rents and fines for alienations in money 
at the Inhansed value wiU, we are well 
assured, very much increase your Lord¬ 
ship’s income to what they now are. For 
that your Ijndship’s rents which are 
now paid in Tobacco at 2 d, per poll is 
but losse to your Lordship, and the peo¬ 
ple thereby have (as it were) your Lord¬ 
ship’s whole province for noiMng. 
WhCTcas if the rents that dayly rise and 
Encrease might be payd in money, there’s 
noe doubt but in a short time the same 
will be farr more considerable than the 
duty of the 2 sMUings per hogshead. Be¬ 
sides it is proposed to Ennch and peo¬ 
ple your Lordship’s provinces hy bring¬ 
ing in of money and tradesmen of all 
sorts to foHow their callings and inhabit 


the Townes, as hy the propc^alls to 
wMch we referr. Being for our parts, as 
wee are sworne to serve your LordsMp, 
satisfied That if money be made currant 
as it is propc^ed. That it wili infinitely 
redound to your LordsMp’s advanta^, 
and in a little time even Increase the 
duty of 2 shillings pa* hc^jshead. For the 
Encouragement thereby to sMppii^ will 
induce th^em abundantly to trade into 
Maryland rather than to Virginia. Be¬ 
sides, as money becomes plenty, people 
and labour will Encrease and the Export 
of Tobacco will folow in proportion. 
But the difficulty in returning of this 
money to your IjsrdsMp is to Con- 
sidered, for tho it doe Advance (as with¬ 
out all doubt it will) your LordsMp’s 
dues, yet the payment as now made is 
fair more Convenient to your LoitMnp 
then twice as much in Maryland if not 
returned to answer your LoitMilp oc- 
camons in England. And this wee con- 
ceave may be efected as weH then as 
now. For many, especially the London¬ 
ers, will as freely - . - pay their nmney 
thoe as here and with more eare then 
by procuring of pieces of 8, shipping 
them. Risque, etc. And fen: the rot of 
the Traders, th^ are for the imm. 
part hut straglers whose money is nwre 
safe then their bills, and for aae mm3i 
of your Lordship’s dues as should Ik 
rents here, thae’s noe doubt but the 
same may he retiimM by bills erf .Ix- 
diange mmm mjiMj than at presoii;. 
For if money Ik made currant, the 
plantar Adventuior wil have occassion 
for his money here and will give bills on 
London, being payd the difference twixt 
money thore and here. For our part we 
are of opinion that your LorcMup’s dues 
wil Ik returned then as wel as now, 
the considaration 'whoeol is himibly 
submitted to your LoitMiip. But take 
as it wil with your LordsMp, the Lower 
house would by noe meanes hearing of 
paying their rents in money, whereu|Kn 
the whole matter was for the pr«ait 
layd aside. And the Asrembly proK^ed 
to the second Tu«day in April next. 
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"Whst miiid tbej will l>e of then wee 
know not.... 

Your Lordship wiH herewith als> re- 
cei¥e two private addresses to which we 
thought fit to put a stop. Wee doe not 
meane to Addressing or hindering any 
from soe doeing, but because the same 
were obteyoed at the xequest of other 
separate and private inter^ts and d^e- 
signM to have been pre^nted to the 
King by others not yo^ur Lordship^s 
hands, perhaps intended to your Lord¬ 
ship's prejudices. Whorefore wee thought 
fit to Older soe as that noe addresse 
should hence but thro your Lord¬ 
ship’s hands and accordingly both said 
Addresses are ho-ewith Endmed to your 


Lordship wherein [you] may do as . . . 
shall seeme meete. 

Herewith may it please your Lord- 
ship wee send the Coppy of a proclama¬ 
tion issued as your Lordship will find 
by which wee have thought fit to call 
in all the publick Armes whereby to fix 
and make them fit for service. And upon 
occassion to distribute the same into 
such hands as shall faithfully serve the 
King, your Lordship, and the Coun¬ 
try. .. . 

And for the GJovernment in Generali 
... all things are peaceable and quiet. 
All that disturhes us is the noise of those 
troubles with you in England which doth 
not altogether dismay us. 


56. The Indian-Catholic Ck)iispiTacy Riimor 

A. A Leti'er from Lorb Baltimo^re% DEPums to the Government 
OF ¥irglnia, March 26, 1689 


Wo& roiild not give your honour a 
^re sitisfactoiy answo- then by send¬ 
ing hoewith the true Coppy of all pas¬ 
sages and proceedings that have passed 
here U|x>n the late noisy Indian afair. 
In the first plaix your honour wdll find 
the Deposuion of one John Atkey, who 
sweares that he did bear Fv'ffe say, that 
he did heare Shaj|^ say, *that he did 
hare the Easteme shoare Indians when 
they w&c dranke say, that they were 
hired by CoH Barnall to fight against 
the English. But l^ing asked when they 
■wem sobo-, they would not say any such 
thing, unto which is annexed lie Depwi- 
rion of Fyffe as also of what Col Jowles 
says he wil swcare. And next unto these 
your honour will find the coppy of a 
|M|» brought into this province from 
Viipnia bearing date the 15th instant, 
which is earlier by a day than the first 
of the iiifonnation received from your 
Honour as afomaid, many Cbppi« 
whereof by the Industry of some where 
imediately dispersed among the people 


fBiowiie, «i., Archw€s of Maryland, VIII. 83-84] 

of this province, which being seconded 
with Rumours of all shapes and Colours 
sxx: alarmed the people of Charles and 
Calvert Counties that many of them 
tooke Armes. Whereupon Coll Jowles, 
Major Beale, and others dispatch’t ex- 
presstt to the Council, giving us an Ac¬ 
count of the said disturbances, adding 
that io,ocK> Seneca Indians were said to 
be inforting at the head of patuxen 
River. . . . Whereupon it was ordereti 
by the Council Imediately to send a 
sufficient supply of Armes and Amuni- 
tion to the said Coll Jowles with as- 
mrance of further supplyes from time 
to time as occasion should require. As 
by the^ enclosed Coppys of our Letters to 
the said Coll Jowles and Major Beale it 
doth and may appe^are, sayd Armes and 
Amunition being sent under the Con¬ 
duct and care of his honour Col Di^es. 
And by the Council it was also ordered 
that Coll Damall should goe himself in 
person to the said Col Jowles and rest 
of the people in Armes to Justify him- 
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self, wMch he accordingly did with that 
success that upon his arrivall at Colonel 
Jowles*, where were gathered about a 
hundred men in Armes exercising to 
whome he gave such satisfacion that 
they all parted satisfied, every man to 
his owne home, for that it plainly ap- 
peareth they were abused, there being 
no such thing as any Indians at the 
head of the River, nor anywhere else, 
but that all was quiet and well. But 
such was the buisie spirits of some ill 
designeing men that when there was noe 
such thing as any Indians iand,ed at the 
mouth of the Patuxen River, then it 
was reported that 9,000 were landed at 
the mouth of Patuxen River and §€« 
more landed at Choptico, who it was 
said had killed severall of the Inhab¬ 
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itants, nameing perdcuiarly such and 
such, all which appearing to be diam by 
the people who were sayd to be killed ap¬ 
pearing in person to the people then in 
Armes; as also that of the 9,000 and 900 
Indians appearing to be false by the 
assurance of all the neighbomhood hath 
given that generall satisfaction to the 
people that blese God w'ee are all w^eH 
and in perfect peace and quiet, there 
being nc» other feares now Remaining 
But the Comeing over of some Vir¬ 
ginians <x:casion new Disturbances which 
wee humbly desire may be speedily pre¬ 
vented by the care of the honourable the 
Government there. And as to the calling 
home of the Indians wee shall take such 
Imediate Cource therein as wee doubt 
not wili be satisfactory. 


B. A Remonstrance from Members of TEiE Proprietary and Anti- 
Proprietary Factions, March 27, 1689 


Whereas there has been lately many 
and great disturbances in this Province, 
particularly in Calvert and Charles 
County where the people in several 
Places of these Counties had gathered 
themselves together in great pmties to 
defend themselves, as they were per¬ 
suaded, against a groundless and imagi- 
nary plott and designe contrived against 
them as was rumoured and suspected 
by the Roman Catholicks inviting the 
Indians to joyne with them in that 
detestable and wicked Conspiracy. Wee 
thought fitt for the better satisfaction 
of the good people of this Province and 
that the general peace and quiet thereof 
may be once again fully and completely 
setled, to publish and declare under our 
hand that wee have made an Exact 
scrutiny and Examination into all cir¬ 
cumstances of this pretended design, and 
have found it to be nothing hut a sleve- 
lesse fear and imagination fomented by 
the Artifice of some ill Hundred persons 
who are studious and ready to take all 


[Browiie, ed., Arckives of Maryimzdg VIII, S6-S7I 

CKTcasions of raiting a disturbance for 
their own private and malitious interest 
and that by all probable conjecture, 
which shall be also more dilHgently 
searched into, wee d€« find the oiigiiial 
of ail thee mischiefs to arise from Staf¬ 
ford Countv in Vii^nia, who have like¬ 
wise stirred up some more, such like 31 
minded pcr»iis in our Government to 
continue the same concoctions aiiKii^st 
us and the rather -wee are so persuaded 
and have just cause to believe because 
that notwithstanding the many and daily 
rumours of Indians come doivne among 
us and inforted at the head of pam[x]eii, 
and also of another great txxiy of them 
landed at ivfattapany, . . . another party 
at Cove poynt on the Clifte, another at 
Chopticx) and severall more at xveml 
other places of this wKterii side of this 
Province. Wee dew yet find all these 
reports are notorious, false, and evil. 
Wee can in noe place trace so much as 
the footing of any Indians nor heare 
any truth or certainty of any designes 
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tliey iiave to disturb or molest tbe good 
people or peace of tMs Country, Wbere- 
fore wee wbose Names are bere sub- 
SCTibed ba¥e thought con¥ement to 
sigmfie the premiKes to the Magistrates, 
officers, and other the good people of 
this Country as having had the full Ex¬ 
amination of the whole matter with the 


honourable the Deputy Governour and 
from whom also wee have had as much 
satisfaction as can be desired of their 
aversnesse to any such unworthy treach¬ 
erous practise that soe as many others 
as ^lall think fit may signify the same 
remonstrance for the ample satisfaction 
of other parts of this Province. 




CHAPTER EIGHT 


THE PATTERN OF REBELLION 


I N January 1689 Maryland received James II’s warning of an Inva¬ 
sion threatened by the Dutch,” and Lord Baltimore s Council called 
in all public arms for repair. In the same month, the Convention Parlia¬ 
ment met in London to invite William and Mary to accept the Crown 
vacated by James. In February, the Piit^ Coimcil directed Lord Balti¬ 
more to draft a proclamation of W’illiam and Mary s accession. Although 
the Proprietor promptly dispatched a proclamation to his Council, the 
messenger died at Plymouth on the eve of his defmture and the crucial 
documents never reached America. WTien unofficial word reached 
Maryland of William and Mary’s success, William Joseph’s government 
gave no indication of acknowledging the Protestant monarchs. Paralyz 
by the failure to receive orders from the Proprietor, and not wishing nor 
/laT-ing to take the responsibility of upholding new rulers without me 
instructions, the Catholic-dominated Council procrastma^ %\Tiile 
discontent and uncertainty grew, the province was inflamed m March 


by the Indian-Catholic conspiracy rumor. , , , 

When April came. WiUiam Joseph and the Council canceled the 
scheduled meeting of the Assembly, postponing it "°f Oct^r. Al¬ 
though a superficial quiet prevailed in April and May. John Coode and 
other discontented leaders took advantage of the lull, organizing An 
Association in arms for the defence of the Protestant religion, and 
t asserting the right of King WiUiam and Queen ~ 

of Maryland and all the English dominions. By June their MajKtiK 
hid b 2 n proclaimed along the Atlantic seaboard, but not in Maryland, 
Aere the Protestants, according to a Virginia obsers’er. bec^e rage- 
ingly earnest for the Proclaiming their present Majes^ rad will no. 
beliLe but orders have come to that government. . Jor Prodaimmg 
VeiT Maiestys and that the Government have concealed the commands 
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and are sometimes very positive they will proclaime their Majestys with¬ 
out the order of the Government, which if so will unhinge the whole 
constitution of that Government and dissolve the whole frame of it.” 
Political insecurity had caused the integration of society to become 
tenuous; a lawiess situation, which social theorists call anomie, charac¬ 
terized the colony during the summer months. 

On the night of July i6 a messenger informed Henry Damall, one 
of Lord B.altiinore*s deputies, that ^ John Goode was raising men up 
Potowmack.*' The Council ivas summoned at once, but a messenger 
sent by them to ascertain the truth of the news was seized by the proleptic 
Associatom as a spy, so that no word came for two days. Then the pro¬ 
prietary party learned that Goode had been joined by men from Charles 
County to the west. William Digges, another Calvert deputy, organized 
eighty men and prepared to defend the state house at St. Mary’s. The 
insurgents arrived there on the 27th, and outnumbering Digges’ group, 
farced him to surrender w^hen his men refused to fight. The rebels thus 
came into pos^ssion of the provincial records and the capital. At this 
time the Protestant Assadation i^ued its Declaration, printed and dis¬ 
tributed it in the province, and sent it to England (No. 57). 

l'\Tien Di^es had gone to defend St. Mary’s, his fellow deputies had 
amended the Patuxent to gather their forces. They found the militia 
officers ready to Join them, but the freemen were apathetic or pro- 
CocKie, "W'ith some difficulty they rounded up several hundred men 
who m^re willing to sup|x>rt his Lordship’s standard. (Coode by this time 
had «>me 75^4 '^Vhen the Council sent a prcxrlamation of pardon to 
those in arms on condition they return to their homes, Coode countered 
with a “dyfyance.” The insurrectionists then marched on August 1 to 
Mattapany “fort,” Lord Baltimore’s plantation eight miles from St. 
Mary s. The Council and many of their femilies had gathered there 
along with William Joseph, who lay sick. It was probably fortified with 
no more than a log stockade, and the insurgents arrived with two large 
guns borrowred from a merchantman. 'Coode’s tnim|:^ter summoned the 
defenders to surrender. Their being hopeless, they wisely 

averted bloodshed and capitulated. 

The rebels called a convention for August 22, allowing each county 
four delegates. Ccmde then directed that all officials except Roman 
Catholics and those who had declared against the new monarchs should 
retain their positions. On the appointed election day, many people 
ai^ed against choosing delates, and in some counti^ the number of 
electors w'as slim indeed. But all the counties except one were repre¬ 
sented at the gathering at St Mary’s City which lasted a fortnight. 
After a chairman was chosen, Ccx>de and his cohorts relinquished to the 
assembly “that supreme ix>wer which they usurped att first.” A com- 
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mittee of secrecy was selected to investigate the Indian-Catholic con¬ 
spiracy, anrl the convention circulated a letter to the other colonies, 
informing them the “conspiracy” had been exposed! On September 4, 
the convention passed an interim constitution providing for an ad hoc 
steering committee and financial arrangements. Then the assembly 
adjourned, dispersed, and awaited word from England (No. 58). 

But news traveled slowly then and many months would pass before 
they heard anything definite. The impatient insurgents proclaimed 
William and Mary King and Queen on September ro with a great 
demonstration of joy. Through the autumn of 1689 proponents and op¬ 
ponents of the revolution circulated memorials and counter-memorials 
for signature among the counties, intending to send these to England. 
Their fustian substance is uninteresting, but an examination of the 


signatories reveals that a great many supporters of the Proprietor were 
petty officeholders aj^inted by his deputies. Each faction, of course, 
wrote its own accounts of what had happened and why, and the output 
of these screeds—justifications and vilifications—amounted to a con¬ 
siderable provincial literature in the months following the revolution 
(Nos. 57, 58, 59, 61). 

The assembly undoubtedly realized that the rebellion had been a 
closely confined phenomenon, geographically centered in St. Marys 
and its neighboring counties, Calvert and Charles. To make a succe^ 
of their movement the Protestant A^ociators would have to exten 
their control to the remoter counties and break the pockets of persons, 
often Protestant, loyal to his Lordship. The strategy- frequently followed 
was to incarcerate a few leaders of the oppmition in each county, hoping 
the anti-Association inhabitants would acquiesce when deprived of their 

politically articulate chiefs (No. 59). ... , 

Some of the leaders of the proprietary party fled to Viigmia where 
they remained several months. This led to an unsuccessful attempt by 
Coode to persuade the acting governor of ^fiiginia to extradite the 
fugitives. When several returned secredy in December 1689, a group 
of Associators led by customs collector John Pay-ne attempt^ to seize 
them. But Payne was killed and the quondam councilors fled again to 
Virginia. This time Coode’s extradition efforts were partially succe^ful, 
and the trial of the culprits helped keep alive the animosities of the 

revolution during the months which followed. , 

Coode’s relations with his co-revolutionanes in New ^ork i^ere 
warmer than those with his neighbors south of the 

her 1689, he wrote Jacob Leisler, sending a copy of the Associations 
Declaration (No. 60). Then, late in January 1690 someone « 
land, perhaps the sheriff of Calvert County, sent Leisler probably at 
his revest, the fuUest account we have of the causes and progress f 
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tile revolution in Maryland (No. 61). The Coode-Leisler correspondence 
began in September i68g and lasted perhaps eight months. 

During these months Lord Baltimore in London learned of his 
loss and attempted to prod the otherwise occupied Crown officials into 
hearing his cause. His generous (however expedient) offer of amnesty 
for the rebels was ignored by the Lords of Trade. Meanwhile, in Mary¬ 
land, his agent, James Heath, demanded of the Protestant Association 
that they deliver to him all the bills and bonds remaining in the land 
office which belonged to his Lordship, as well as other property and 
funds due the Calverts. After sixteen days Heath received from the 
committee an answer he considered unsatisfactory, and, his formal 
protest written, he faded from view (No. 62). 

In the spring of 1690 another convention met to establish a new 
provisional government whereby C<K)de in conjunction with a com¬ 
mittee of 20—two from each county—would rale in the intervals be¬ 
tween meetings of the convention. The provisional government met in 
July to draft charges against Lord Baltimore to be carried to London 
by Goode and Cheseldyne. They embarked in August, leaving Nehemiah 
Blakiston in chaige. Perhaps Ccxxie felt secure in absenting himself 
from the colony because he had learned of Chief Justice Holt’s recom¬ 
mendation that the Grown l^timize the work of the Protestant As- 
scKiiation. 

Their own recent usurpation of established authority as well as their 
Protestant faith inclined the new monaichs to accept the recommenda¬ 
tion to rwrc^nise the colonial coup and make Maryland a royal province. 
This was in marked contrast to the situation in 1659 and 1676 when 
l^ebellions in Maryland failed because Lord Baltimore had the support 
of the Crown. Hence the hearings late in 1690 between the agents of 
the convention and Charlo Calvert ended inconclusively. 'While re- 
cximinations were being exchanged, the attorney general initiated 
proceedings to deprive the Proprietor of his charter. Charles Calvert 
lost only his |x>Iitical authority in Maryland, however, retaining Ms 
financial privileges as provincial landlord. These changes and many 
others in the constitution of Maryland were embodi^ed in the instruc¬ 
tions of the first royal governor of Maryland, Lionel Copley (No. 63). 
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The Insurrection Accomplished 

57. The Declaration of the Protestant Association, July 25, 1689 

[Browne, ol., dtchmes of M&ryMmd^ ¥III, loi-f] 


Although the nature and state of Af¬ 
fairs relating to the government of this 
Province is so well and notoriously 
known to all persons any way con¬ 
cerned in the same, as to the people 
Inhabitants here, who are more medi¬ 
ately interested, as mi^t excuse any 
declaration or apologia for this present 
inevitable appearance; Yet forasmuch as 
(by the plotte, contrivances, insinuations, 
remonstrances, and subscriptions carryed 
on, suggested, extorted, and obtained, by 
the Lord Baltemore, his Deputys, Repre- 
^ntatives, and officers here) the in¬ 
justice and tyranny under which we 
groan, is palliated and most if not 
all the particulai^ of our grievances 
shrowded from the eyes of observation 
and the hand of redress. Wee thought 
fitt for general satisfaction, and partic¬ 
ularly to undeceive those that may have 
a sinister account of our prcK:eedings to 
publish this Declaration of the reborn 
and motives inducing us thereunto. His 
Lordships right and title to the Gov¬ 
ernment is by virtue of a Gharta: to his 
father Cecilius from King Charles the 
first. . . . how his present Lordship has 
managed the power and authority given 
and granted in the same wee could 
mourn and lament onely in silence, 
would our duty to Gcxi, our allegiance 
to his Vicegerent, and the care and wel¬ 
fare of ourselves and posterity permit 
us. 

In the first place in the said Charter 
is a reservation of the fayth and alle¬ 
giance due to the Crown ^ of EngW 
(the Province and Inhabitants t^ing 
imediateiy subject thereunto). Bht how 
little that is manifoted is too obvious, 
to all unbyasted persons that ever had 


anything to do here. The varf name 
and owning of that Sovereign power is 
some tinies crime enough to incurr the 
frownes of our su|^riois and to render 
our persons obnoxious and suspected to 
be ill-affected to the government. The 
ill usage of and affronts to the Kings 
Officers belonging to the customes hare, 
were a sufficient argument of this. Wee 
need but instance the busm« of Mr 
Badcock and Mr Rousby, of whom the 
former was terribly detained by his Lord- 
shipp from going home to make his Just 
complaints in England upon vriiich he 
was soon taken sick, and t was more 
then probably conjectur’d that the con¬ 
ceit of his confinement was the chief 
cause of his death which soon after hap- 
l^ned.' The latter was barbaxouslf 
murthered upon the execudon of his 
office by one that was an Irish papist 
and our Cbeif Governor. 

AU^^ance here by those persons un¬ 
der •whom ■wee saffa is little talked of, 
other then what they would have done 
and sworn to, to his Lordship the Lord 
Proprietary, for it was ven' lately owned 
by the President himselfe, openly enough 
in the Upper House of Assembly, that 
fidelity to his Lordshipp -was allegiance 
and that the denying of the One was 
the same thii^ ■with the refusall or 
denyall of the other. In that very Oath 
of Fidelity, that ■was then imposed un¬ 
der the i^nalty of banishment there is 
not so much as the least word or intima¬ 
tion of any duty, fayth or alliance to 
be reserved to our Sovereign Lord the 
King of England. 

How the jus r^ale is improved here, 

and made the protective of his Lord¬ 
shipp. is so sensibly felt by us all in that 
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absolute autlioriiy exercised over us, and 
by tbe greatest part of die Inliabitants 
in die service of dieir persons, forfeiture 
and loss of dieir goods, cbatteles, free* 
lioldes and inlieritaiices. 

In the next place Qnirdies and 
Cbappels, wMcfi by tbe said Charter 
should be built and consecrated accord¬ 
ing to the Ecdesiasdcal lawes of die 
Kingdom of England, to our greate 
regrett and discouragenieiit of our reli¬ 
gion, are erected and converted to the 
use of popish Idolatry and supersdtion. 
Jeults and seminarie preists are the only 
inctimbems; (for wMcb tbere is a supply 
provided by sending our popish youth 
to be educated at St Omers) as also the 
Chief Advisers and Gouncelors in af¬ 
faires of Govennnent, and the richest 
and most fertile land sett apart for their 
use and maintenance, while other lands 
that are piously intended, and given for 
the mainteiiaiice of the Prot^tant ^^fin- 
isiry, Ixmme »cheafs, and are taken as 
forfeit, the nnnisters themselves dis- 
couiagcti, and noe care taken for their 
subsisance. 

The power to enact Laws k anotho- 
blanch of his L£>rdsiiipp*s authority, but 
how weS that has i»eii executed . is 
tc» notorious. His present Lordshipp, 
I2f»i2 the death of his father... sent out 
writs for four ('as w’as [e]ver the usage) 
for each Ckumty to sene as Reproenta- 
tives of the |«>ple, bat when elected 
there were two of each respective four 
pickt out and sumoned to that conven¬ 
tion. whereby many Law*s "were made, 
and the greatest leaw yet known layd 
uj»n the Inhabiants. The next S«sion 
the house was Slled up, with the re¬ 
maining two that i**as left out of the 
farmer in which there wxre many and 
the Imt of our enacted to the 

great benelii and satisfaction of the p?o- 
pte. But his Lordship soon after dis¬ 
solved and declared the best of these 
Lam'S, such as he thought it, null and 
bv ?Y«:Jaaatj0a: Notwithstanding 
thev were assented to in Ms LoidshipiK 
name, by the GovemcM* in his abduce. 


and he himselfe some time personally 
acted and governed by the same; soe 
that the question in our Courts of 
Judicature, in any point that relates to 
many of our Laws, is not so much the 
relation it has to the said Laws, but 
whether the Laws themselves he agre- 
able to the pleasure and approbation of 
his Lordshipp. Whereby our liberty and 
property is become uncertain and under 
the arbitrary disposition of the Judge 
and Commissioners of our Courts of 
Justice. 

The said Assembly being some time 
after dissolved by proclamation, another 
was elected and mett consisting only of 
two members for each County, directly 
opposite to an Act of Assembly for four 
. . , but the Execution of that Act was 
soon after by Proclamation from his 
Lordshipp out of England suspended the 
last year, and all officers Military and 
Chil severely prohibited executing and 
iniicting the jtenaltys of the same. Not¬ 
withstanding which suspension being in 
efiFect a dissolution and abrogateing of 
the whole Act, the income of three pence 
fter hogshead to the government (by 
the said Act payable for every hogshead 
of tobacco exported) is carefully exacted 
and collected. How fatall and of what 
pernicious consequence that unlimited 
and arbitary pretended authority may he 
to the Inhabitants, is too apparent, but 
by considering that by the same reason 
ail the use of the laws whereby our 
liberties and properties subsiste are sub¬ 
ject to the same arbitary disposition, and 
if timely remedy be not had must stand 
or faH according to his Lordshipps good 
will and pleasure. 

Nor is this nullyfyeing and suspend- 
ing poiver the only grievance that doth 

perplex and burthen us in relation to 
Laws, but these laws that are of a cer¬ 
tain and unquestioned acceptation are 
executed and countenanced, as they are 
more or less agreable to the good li't-i'og 
of our Governor in pardcular. One very 
good lawe provides that orphan children 
should be disposed of to persons etf the 
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same religion with that of their dead 
parents. In direct opposition to which 
several children of protestants have been 
committed to the tudage of papists, and 
brought up in the Romish Superstidon, 
Wee could instance in a young woman 
that has been lately forced by order of 
Council from her husband, committed 
to the custody of a papist, and brought 
up in his religion. 

Tls endless to enumerate the pardcu- 
lars of this nature, while on the contrary 
those laws that enhance the grandeur 
and income of his said Lordshipp are 
s^everely imposed and executed, esped.ally 
one that is against all ^nse, equity, rea¬ 
son, and law, punishes al speeches, 
pracdces and attempts relating to his 
Lordship and Government tiiat shall be 
thought mutinous and seditious by the 
Judge of the provindal Gmrt, with 
either whipping, branding, toreing 
through the Tongue, fines, imprison¬ 
ments, banishment or death, all or either 
of the said punishments at the discretion 
of the said Judges, who have given a 
very recent and remarkable proof of 
their authority in each particular punish¬ 
ment afore^d, upon several [of] the 
good people of this Province, while the 
rest are in the same danger to have their 
words and actions lyable to the construc¬ 
tion and punishment of the said Jud^% 
and their lives and fortunes to the mercy 
of their arbitrary fancies, opiniom and 
sentences. 

To these Grievances are added 
Excessive Officers Fees, and that too un¬ 
der Execution directly against the Law 
made and provided to redress the ^me, 
wherein there is no probability of a 
l^all remedy, the Officers themsely« 
that are partys and culpable being 
Judges. The like Fee being impeded 
upon and extorted from Masters and 
Owners of Vesseh trading into this Prov¬ 
ince, without any Law to Justifie Ae 
same, and directly against the plaine 
words of the said Charter that say there 
cHsill be no imposition or assessment 
without the consent of the FremieH in 


the Assembly to the great O'bstruction of 
trade and prejudice of the Inhabitants. 

The like excessive Fees imposed upon 
and extorted from the owners of Vessels 
that are built here or do realy belong 
to the Inhabitants contrary to an Act of 
Assembly made and provided for the 
same, wherein moderate and reasonable 
Fees are ascertained for the promoting 
and incouragement of SMpping and 
navigation amongst ourselvo. 

The frequent pressing of men, horses, 
boats, protisions and other necessarys 
in time of peace and often to gratifie 
private designs and occations, to the 
great burthen and regrett of the In¬ 
habitants contrary to Law and several 
Acts of Assonbiy in that case made and 
provided. 

The seirvice and apprehending of 
Protestants in their houso with aimed 
force conshting of Papists and that in 
time of peace, thence hurrying them 
away to Prisons without Warrant or 
cause of comittment; these kept and 
confined with popiA guards a long time 
without tryall. 

Not only private but puHick outra^, 
and murthers committed and done by 
papists u|X)n Protestants icitlioat redr^, 
but rather conived at and tolerated by 
the cheif in authority, and indeed it m^re 
in vain to desire or expect any help or 
other measures from them l^ing papisa 
and guided by the Councils and instiga¬ 
tion of the Jesuits, either in thoe or any 
other grievance or oppresions. And yet 
these are the men that are our Cheif 
Judges at the Comon Law in Chancery, of 
the Probat of Wills, and the Afairs 
of Administration in the Ipper Hou« 
of Assembly, and Cheif militaiy’ Officers 
and Commanders of our forces, being 
still the same individuail persons, in all 
these particular qualification and plac*^ 
These and many more even infinit 
pressures and Caiantitvs, wee lia\e 
hitherto layne with patience under and 
submitted to, hoping that the same hand 
of providence th^i hath sustained us un¬ 
der than would at length in due time 
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release us. And now at length for as 

miicli as it liatii pleased Almighty God, 
by meanes of the great prudence and 
condiict of the best of Princes, our most 
graaous King William, to putt a check 
to that great inudadon of Slavery and 
Pof^ry, that had like to overwhelm their 
Majestys Prote^ant Subjects in all their 
Tontorys and Dominions . . . Wee 
ho|^ and expected in our particular 
Stations and qualifications, a propor¬ 
tionable shew in soe great a blessing. 

^ But our greatest grief and consterna¬ 
tion, upon the first news of the great 
ovmure and happy change in England, 
wee found ouiselves surro^unded with 
strong and violent endeavours from our 
Govemois hare (being the I^rd Balte- 
imms Beputys and Representatives) to 
defeat us of the same. 

Wee stil find all the meanes used by 
thea^ very |»rsons and their Agents, 
Jesuits, Pnesis, and lay papiste that are 
of malice can su^t to dewise the obe¬ 
dience and loyalty of the inhabitant 
from their most sacred Majesty, to that 
height of impudence that solemn masses 
and prayers* are used ... in their Chap¬ 
pells and Oratoiys for the prosperous 
success of the popish forces in Ireland, 
and the French designs against England, 
whereby they vrould involve us, in the 
ame crime of disloyalty with themselv^ 
and render us obnoxious to the insup¬ 
portable displeasure of their Males- 
ties. ... * 

Wee are every day threatened with 
the Iim of our liv«, libertys and Estates, 
of which w*ee have great reason to rfiinF ., 
ourselves in eminent dangor by the 
practise and macMnations that are on 
foot to betray us to the French, Northern 
and other Indians of which some have 
been dealt withal, and others invited to 
assist in our destraction, well rmembar- 
ing the incumon and invade of the said 
Northern Indians in the year 1681, who 
were conducted into the heart of this 
Province by French Jesuits, and lay sore 
upon us while the Representative of 
the Country, then in the Asombly woe 


severely prest upon by our superiours to 
yield them an unlimited and tyrannicail 
power in the Affairs of the Militia. . .. 

Wee have considered that all the otho- 
branches of their Majesty's Dominions 
in tins part of the world , . . have done 
their duty in proclaiming and asserting 
their undoubted right in these and all 
other their Majesties Territoryes a fid 
Countys. . . . 

It will not suffer us to be silent in soe 
great and general a Jubilee, withaU con¬ 
sidering and looking upon ourselves, dis¬ 
charged, dissolved and free from all 
manner of duty, obligation or fideh’ty to 
the Deputy Governor or Chief Magis¬ 
trate here, as such they having departed 
from their Allegiance (upon which alone 
our said duty and fidelity to them de¬ 
pends) and by their Complices and 
Agents aforesaid endeavoured the de¬ 
struction of our religion, lives, libertys, 
and propertys all which they are bound 
to protect 

Th^ are the reasons, motives and 
considerations which wee doe declare 
have induced us to take up Arms to pre¬ 
serve, vindicate, and assert the sovereign 
Dominion and right of King William 
and Queen Mary to this Province; to 
defend the Protestant Religion among 
tis, Md to protect and [sjheker the In- 
habitanfe from all manner of violence, 
oppression and destruction, that is 
plotted and designed against them. . . . 

For the more effectual Accomplish¬ 
ment of which, wee will take due c^e 
that a full and free Assembly be called 
2nd conven'd with all jmssible expedi¬ 
tion by whom we may likewise have our 
condition, circumstances, and our most 
dutyfull addr^s represented and ten¬ 
dered to .their Majesti^es. 

Wee will take care, and doe promise 
that no pemon now In arm.^ with us, or 
that shaH come to astist us shall com- 
mitt any outrage or doe any violence to 
any person whatsoever that shall be 
found peaceable and quiet and not op- 
us in our said Just and necessary 
design®, and that there shall be a just 
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and due satisfaction made for provisions 
and other necessarys had and received 
from the Inhabitants and the souldiers 
punctually and dueiy payed in such 
wayes and methodes as have been for¬ 
merly accustomed or by Law ought to 
bee. 


And wee doe lastly invite and require 
aH manner of persons whatsoever resid¬ 
ing or Inhabiting in this Province, as 
they tender their AMegiance, the Protes¬ 
tant Religion, their livo, fortunes and 
Families, to ayd and amst m in this our 
undertaking. 


58. A Good Time for People in Debt, December 31,1689 

fPeter Sa|cr to Liwd Baitimoic, Doc. 31, 16%, 
Btowne, oi,, Archssxs of VHI, 15S- 

mj 


Since my last to your Lordship . . . 
there has not bin a more tragick comaiy 
of rebellion acted, since the royal! 
bounty of King James and King Charles 
- . . bestowed upon your An-c»tors the 
Charter of this Province , . . ; to lay itt 
downe in all its acts, and scen^ would 
be too tedious, there being some of the 
actors (whom send safely to arrive) 
win give your LorcMiip an oral! relation 
of all. I shall onely trouble your Lord- 
ship with some few particulars, which 
they (being forc’d to abscond) may not 
have notice of. . . . 

Last Saturday Jack liewellin came up 
to my hO'iise, and gives me this biirf ac¬ 
count of the Assembly. The first thing 
they did (afta: they votai thenKelv® a 
full house, tho’ there were ten the 
forty two absent, vizt, AnamndeH, 
Someisett, and two of Ceciil, but Somor- 
sett came over the last day, and exa^d 
their delay, saying, they heard all things 
were done in your Lordship’s name, but 
indeed they intended to own no other 
power but their Majesties, which exciire 
was readyly accepted of. . . . They fixed 
upon the State ho^use Doore a prohibi¬ 
tion that no Papi^ should come into the 
citty dureing the Assembly. ... I must 
tell your Lordship that the Committee 
of Secrecy appointed for the discovery 
of Colonel BamalFs and Major ^wafl’s 
dealing with the Northern Indians is 
Kept on foot still; It’s comfKKed of 
Blacstone, Jowl», Gilbot a-arK and one 
or two more I foigolt: Upon 'thehr i:e- 


port to the Hoi^ ... a vote fast that 
letters should be rent to each nc^iitoiir- 
ing Govaminent, as fair as new Ei^asici, 
that the hoise had found by seva:al 
suiatantiaB evideiHXs that ImA- 

d[iip*s depati« have ixen 
with the Northern Iiniiam to come in 
and cut off the Prot«.iaiiU^ and tho*- 
fore dearas all *€aa ix> iroH a strict 
corres|»Bdeiicy with thfe Goverajiieiit 
and to take up aH fcimm irf 'tiiB Ciitesy 
that shall seem any way . . . 

The grand CkdiiiaiMrc is not yett come 
up, mhidi must give the measures to aH 
their actioss Iroth civili and nailiiaiy. 
Your Lordship wiH see in itt aU the 
Offices, ami by that know that these 
that have gott E«atcs under your Loid- 
diip, are as ready to mre Jai± Ckiaiie 
as your lordship, bait ihcc are *Mic 
entered that Fine sure wiS newer comply 
with itt. People in debt tMnk itt the 
bmvot that ever wm, no Courtt 
op ffi, nor no law proceedings, which 
they pray may continue, as long as they 
live. I asked why Coade and his Couii- 
divestrf themselves of that supreans 
poircr which thev usurped alt first; and 
tould me that Coade propwi to 
the Hou* to have a standing Cwcmitsee 
to receive all ap|«als, and be as the 
Grand Council! of the CouaW: hut 
the house would he all alike in power: 
that the OEcm civili and millitaiy of 
each res|»ctive County shouM give de¬ 
finitive sentenctt in all matxeis whatso- 
cf&, til fanha- Oidm out of England, 
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SO that Coade and Ms adherents now 
ha¥e no more power out of their County 
than we cashiered Officers. They have 
drawne many impeachments against 
severaH, which are not sent home, and 
which they keep until, the Ki.ng sends or 
orders Commissioners. Ifs a pleasant 
thing to see the rascals in their cnpps. 
.. . And now I think I have given your 


Lordship trouble enough to spoile your 
next meale; yett, m’y Lord, this comfort 
remains still, that the test men and best 
Protestants such as Colonel Coursey, 
Colonel Codd, Colonel Wells, and a 
great many others (men of the best 
Estates, and real professors of the Protes¬ 
tant ReHgion) stand stifly up for your 
LordsMp’s interests. 


59. A Proprietary Account of the Revolution, September 14, 1689 


I doubt not but you have heard what 
pretence those Gentlemen who lately 
tooke up 2im& heore in Maryland in 
their Majestie*s names, (to pul down the 
lawful authority of the Lord Baltemore 
heere, which he held under theire said 
Majesiys) mak^ for my confinonent in 
prison along with your husband, the 
which I hope neither you nor any good 
Chiistian or morrall honest in.an or 
TFonian which ever had any acquaintance 
with my life and mnversation wil 
credit, and that you and al persons to 
whome this shal come may know what I 
have done whereby they ground theire 
pretence. I tho'efore heere after wright 
downe the heads of the whole (vizt) at 
the list of my knowing of their taking 
up arm«, "which was sometime in July 
16%, I endeavoured "with what aigu- 
ments I could use to |«*suade al peo¬ 
ple but cMefely Ckjlonel Jowles (my now 
diiefe enemy) to lye stil and keepe the 
l^ce of the Countrey untill their Maj- 
otys pleasure Aould be knowne, for 
that I looked upon it to be rel^llion for 
persons heere without order from theire 
Majestys to take up anncs against the 
lawful authority which then r«ted in 
the Lord Proprietary undo: theire Maj- 
esfys as I did conceive, which aigumenis 
with xme I presume pre%uiled so that 
they lay stil, but not with Colonel 
Jomies. Hicn aftentaids, when they be- 
aeg^ Mattapony, I went fest to the 


[Nicholas Taney to Madam Barbara Smith, 
Sept. 14, 1689, Browne, ed., Archwes of Mary' 
land, VHI, 118-21] 

Gentlemen's camp and afterwards to 
Mattapony and as an instrument of 
peace, soe farr as I could with my weake 
endeavours, Mr Markham being with 
me, persuaded both parties to comply 
without sheading blood and accordingly 
they did, at which time Mattapony and 
the Governors being surrounded and 
the magazines of armes and ammunition 
all over the Country as soon as possibly 
tbey could seized on by those Gentlemen, 
so that they had the strength and com¬ 
mand of most of the Coxmtrey in theire 
hands, and all Papists in Generali d^ist- 
ing to act any further in Government 
and Office, but Colonel Jowles and the 
rest of those Gentlemen not content to 
rest there or not thinking themselves 
safe in what they had done, sending out 
precepts in theire Majestys names re- 
quireing the Sherife of each County to 
"warne the people to meete together 
and chose delegates and representative 
to meete and assemble together under 
pretence of settling affmres and also a 
Proclamation that all Officers not being 
Papists or haveing beene in actual arme 
nor any ways declared against their Maj- 
estie’s service, honour and dignity, 
should continue in theire places and 
alsoe a declaration of theire owne 
agreevances to be publiquely read, and 
Colonel Jowles shewing me some of those 
papers being dir^ted to me as Sheriff 
of Calvert County, I not being "willing to 
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execute theire Ck>niinan<is, endeavoured 
to excuse myselfe saying I lookt upon 
myselfe by the surrender of the Govern¬ 
ment to be discharged of my Office, 
whereupon Colonel Jowles tooke some 
other course to have it done, but after¬ 
wards I finding most people of our 
County, and being informed it was so 
generally through the Countrey that all 
people except such as had beene in 
armes or abettors to theire cause was 
willing to remaine as they were un till 
theire Majesty’s pleasure should be 
knowne, and I conceiveing that my con- 
sendng to choose del^ates and repre¬ 
sentatives to sitt in such Assembly and 
they countenancing the thing that was 
done although they were awed to it 
would make me guilty as well as they 
that did it, therefore I resolved not to 
choose nor consent that any should be 
chose, however being modd&t forebore 
rayleing or speaking grosly of what was 
done. And when the time apoynted was 
come for the Election, Colonel Jowles 
and divers of his souldiers being at the 
place and I also and diveis of the better 
sort of the people of our Country, dis¬ 
course arrc^ about chooseing representa¬ 
tives and I and many others being much 
the greater number aigued against 
chooseing any, amongst which discourse 
Colonel Jowles threatened that if we 
would not choose representative freely 
he would fetch them downe with the 
long sword and withall required the 
deputy Gierke to read some papers that 
he had. Whereupon I askt Colonel 
Jowles whether those papers were theire 
Majestys authority and if they were I 
would read them myselfe; if not they 
should not be read, but he still bid the 
Clerke read them. Whereupon I said to 
hiiTi and the rest of the Company, Gen¬ 
tlemen, if the Lord Proprietary have 
any authority heere I command you, 
sp^akeing to the Gierke in the name of 
the Itord Proprietary, to read no papers 
heere. Whareupon Colonel Jowles "went 
away in great rage saying he would 
cii<X)se none. Yett afterwards, haveii^ 
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got some of his souldiers in drinke, bee 
and they did some what wMch they 
called a free choyce, and I and many 
more of the better sort of the people 
sett our hands to a paper wrigbting that 
exprest mcxietly and loyally some rea¬ 
sons why wee were not wiling to chcMKe 
any representatives to sitt in that in¬ 
tended Assembly, for which doeing I 
was fetched from my house on Sunday 
the 25th of August 1689 by Jam« Big¬ 
ger and six other armed men by order 
of the persons a^mbled at the com¬ 
mand of Coade and Ms accomplces and 
kept dose prisoner at the house of 
Philip Lyii» under a guard of armed 
men, and upon the 3d day of September 
carryed by a Company of touIdicK be¬ 
fore the said Assembly where Coade 
accused me of rebellion against theire 
Majestys King Wiliiam and Queen ]\fary 
for acting as above written and widmE 
told me if I would submit to a tryal they 
would assigne me Coundl liTsereto I 
answeroi them that I was a free home 
and loyail subject to theire Majestyes of 
England and therefore expected the 
benefitt of aM those lam’s of England 
that 'were made for the pi^ervation of 
the lives and Estates of all such ^imm 
and therefore should not submitt myrelfe 
to any such unlawful authority as I take 
youis to be. Thereupon they’ deminded 
of me who was thdre Majestys lawful 
authority heere. I answered I was, as 
being an Officer under the Lord Balte- 
more until theire Majesn'es pleasure 
should be otherwise lawfully made 
knowne. Then they ordered the «>al- 
diers to take me amay a while and »c?ne 
after oiderai my bringing a^ine i^fore 
them 'with Mr Smith, and Mr Bother, 
telling us it was the Order of the Hoii« 
that we must find goexi and aifficient 
seciiritv to be bound for us to answer 
before their ^fajestys" CommissioneTS 
lawful! authority ivhat should be ob- 
jarted against us and in the meane time 
be of gcMx! behaviour. To mrhich we 
answered theire authoriiys we Ia>kt upon 
not lawful to force ns to give any bonds, 
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and that we had Estates in tMs Coimtrey 
sufficient to oblige our staying to answere 
what any lawful authority co^nld object 
agaiimt iis. Then we were againe ordered 
away to Mt Lyneses with a guard to 
keepe ns prisoners stOL And afterwards 
haTcing considered with oiirselves> wee 
informed them by Mr Johns and severall 
of them thonseivtt speakeing with us, 
that we would give them what bonds 
they pleased, for our answering what 
should be objected s^ainst us by any 


lawfull authority, leaveing out the Clause 
of good behaviour for that we knew 
they would make anything they pleased 
breach of good behaviour, and under 
pretence of that trouble us againe at 
theire pleasure, but that would not do 
so at the adjourning of the Assembly 
we were all ordered by them to be kept 
in safe custody of Mr Gilbert Clarke 
whom they made Sheriff of Charles 
County, undll we should give bond as 
above required. 


Marylanci and New York Commumcate About Their Revolutions, 
November 26, 1689 


Your greate dvilitie I have comum- 
cated and represented to all our friends 
here, who are extremely glad of so neer 
and canvenient a frienddiip, especially 
since our ciiciiiiisianco are so alike, and 
the cchhoh danger so equally threaten¬ 
ing: wc have stil the same reasonable 
and just aprehensions with yours and 
the Xew Engtand govemment of a great 
dttigixe that was on fc»t to betray and 
mine their Majotis and the Protestant 
iater»t throng al thea northern parts. 
The attonpis to Usaime the Protestants 
in this Province last spring, the over- 
tnra to, and Treati« with our neigh- 
botiri-i^ aai oibo: Iii€ii.aiis with o&er 
trmJwow aai iiihiimaiie pr«ijc«, (too 
tedious for a letter) from the late :gov- 
emor here, gave us just case as to fly 
m arzn» at irst, so still to persist and 
Hand upon our guard to prevent trai- 
terous inteipiiKs and our oiine mine. I 
thougiit it coavcnient herewith to Mid 
you OUT dedaiatioa, which is the 
part of 'wiiat "we have to say against oiir 
Popi& politkons, against whom Atte 
MFC dayif and informa¬ 

tions, of which we have not much before 
m that In any partiailar or distiiict man¬ 
ner relates to the govammaat 
this may i» anytMag stgni&ant. We met 


[Jcjim CocMie to Jacob Leisler, Nov. 1689, 
O'Callagban, ed., DocumenUiTy History of New 
York, II, 42-44] 

wdth a paper to the govemment from 
the late King James, relating to a great 
correspondency and amity we were co- 
manded to keep with our French neigh¬ 
bours in America . . . notwithstanding 
which, this is remarkable that Colonel 
Dongan sent to us and Virginia, to con¬ 
tribute our assistance towards a Wair 
with the French, which was complyed 
with I understand in Virginia, but dis¬ 
obeyed here, for reasons which I leave 
to your conjecture—^as also what might 
be meant by settling the bounds and 
limits of these CoUonies unlimitated in 
the said paper. ... I believe our greate 
men of this province, some of yours and 
New England were a Caball and held a 
great corres|K)ndency against the Protes¬ 
tant interm as it was and is the 
endeavours of the Popish world . . . 
idu^ch observation wee made before our 
motion here from severall and frequent 
messages from your parts hither, espe¬ 
cially to the Prints who have alwayes 
the Chief Share in the Management of 
intrigue against the Protestants: Three 
of our Popish Governors are fled (to writ) 
one Darnall, Josephs and Sewall; we 
have two onely in Custody; one Pye and 
Hill. With three Priests they had a 
designe towards your parts [whi^ch] feare 
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of discovery hath, prevented; they have 
■with them a small yacht and Brigantine. 
If they he not retaken, having sent after 
them, we desire you would he pleased 
to he as kind to us as your circumstances 
will permit, which shall oblige us to a 
due requitall, . . . som of opinion that 
the present circumstances of Albany de¬ 
serve your greatest considerations. . . 


We have written home ... to his Maj¬ 
esties principall Secretary of State, the 
present condition and circumstances of 
us ail, wherein we have presumed to 
intimate the great service you have done 
his Majesties interest in all these parts, 
by securing so considerable a member 
of Ms dominions. 


61. “Mariland's Grevances Wiy TIie[y] Have Taken Op Arms/* 

January 1690 


In answer to your desireinge an ac¬ 
count of the Protestants of their first ap- 
peareinge and stiil ^>e continueinge in 
Armes in Maryland, take this brief, butt 
true and unbya^ed account, Fizt.: 

That, in the yeare 1689, after the 
groath of Popery and Arbitrary poiver 
in England had given Encoragement 
thereunto, the sole management of all 
affaires in [the] government of the said 
Province was lodged in the han^ds of 5 
Papists, open declared Enimies to Prot»- 
tants and their Religeon. And one Prot- 
«tant, the Lord Baltimore's sonn in 
Law, whc^ fortunes as all the rest as 
the[y] was from NoetMnge raised by . .. 
Mm [the Proprietor] soe wholy de¬ 
pended on him and all of them of 
nearm affinitie to him, heinge either 
brothers or sonns in Law by Ms Lady 
and ho: CMldren. These men was loaded 
with the Mghest places of trust, profitt, 
and honour in the said Province with¬ 
out any reject had to their fitt Qualifi- 
cadons for the same, unless that be one 
they soe often boasted of: that they had 
improved the profitts of their places be¬ 
yond all that went before them, wMch 
indeed canot be deneyed, though most 
illegally. As for any other [qualifications] 
they totally wanted them, being sldld in 
neithe[r] CyviH Law, Common Law, or 
art of Cyvill goverment further 'than 
Conduct by the ^Gouncel of the J^suitts, 


[Bcrarly McAnear. ed-, *‘MariIaisd*s GiCTances 
Wiy TlK^y] Hawe Taken Anns/' Jourmai af 
Southern History, 8 (i§4s), S9a-4c^J 

their Venerable guldo, as the[y] hold 
them in all affaires, Yett these men "was 
the Govomors of the Province, Judges 
att Common Law and Equitie, and 
Judg^ of prohat[e] of wills and grant¬ 
ings administrations. And in the general! 
a^emhly Consdtuted and made a second 
estate of the Province by the name of 
An upper house of Assmibley without 
whose Ck>nsent noe Law» Could he 
Enacted, though att some time they stt 
as Deputy Governors and representitives 
of the Lords Proprietary in the aid 
house, and nesct, after they have given 
their assent to the same as an Uppa: 
house and second Estate of the Province, 
B'oe then in Ms LordsMp name as Bepu- 
tie Govemois and Ms repr^entitiv^ in 
his name dedare the same to fee Lavres, 
in both which Gapacyties they are ai- 
wayes opposite to the peoples* IntercsL 
Yett Unreasonably Every Assembly [they] 
Illegally Impc^ 70 or 80 Thousand 
pounds of Tobacco by -way of Levey 
upon the People for their Expences and 
Charge dureinge that time, no^twith- 
standinge the great ann[u]ali revenue 
of 2 diillings per hc^shead u|K)n their 
Tobacco given his LordsMpp by the 
people for support of the Government, 
one yeare's profitts of wMch is thought 
to bee twice more Value than the said 
Province ever Ck»t him in seateinge itt, 
feunge peopled att first by the Un|xo- 
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pleinge of his Majesty^s CoUoney of 
Vnginea, Invited in thither by A more 
firtile soyl and a bare politic^ue pretence 
of Libertie of Contience[.] And yett 
after this threefold assentfj Contrary to 
im Lordship’s Chartm* by which the 
Kinge Constitutes onely two Estates to 
assent to and make Lawes: To witt, his 
Lordship and the people by their Vep- 
r^entidves in an Assembly. These Lawes 
thus three times assented to stifl require 
Ms LordsMpfs] , . . personail assent or 
disasent out of England or else where his 
Lordship s residence is whether they 
shall bee any longer Law® or Nott, 
and that assent or disassent is soe pri¬ 
vately si^-fied to his Councel without 
any pubKque proclamation that the peo¬ 
ple are as uncertaine what are in 
forte, as in vfhom the right of makeing 
them Consists, and, further, that, assent 
or disassent soe uncertainely limited as 
to the time of itt that Ms LordsMp tak® 
the advantage, after he hath experienced 
the same att Ms pleasure and as sut® 
b®t to his LordsMp*s Interest, to Nufle- 
ie all Law® advantageous to the peo- 
pl®' Inter®! and Confirme all these that 
make for Ms own, wMch the f^ple 
would nev® have assented to but upon 
term® of Ms Lordship’s Consentinge to 
the other[sl, as he lately did al the good 
and wholesome Law® made in the time 
of the late Governour Kottley for the 
peopi®* benefitt [six] yeare after he had 
actoi by the same by vertue of his pre¬ 
tended prorc^ative. 

Imprimis. The Law® are sc^ uncer¬ 
taine and unknowm that the people 
canot stere their Course with safetie in 
r®p®:t of them, which is a great greev- 
a,iice. 

2, The people are buithened every as- 
sembley with the smnm of 70 or 80 
thousand pounds of tobacco for the 
Chaig® of bis Lordship’s Councel! and 
deputie governors under the denomina¬ 
tion of an upper house of Assembley, 
Whereas their maine and oncly bassv- 
ness there is to advise and Consult Ms 


Lordship’s Int®®t and affair®, Ms 
Lordship haveinge noe power by the 
King’s Charter to Constitute or make 
nor they any right or Priviledg® 
Thereby or any of their own distinct 
from the rest of the people, whereby 
they should have or require the privi- 
ledge of A second Estate of the province 
to assent to Lawes and therefore ou^t 
to have their Charges defrayd by Ms 
Lordship. 

3- That the often drawinge of Cans® 
before the Counceil board and into 
Chancery determinable onely att Com¬ 
mon Law to the Confoundinge of Juris¬ 
dictions and makeinge the Cominoii 
Law, the peopl®’ b®t birthright , . . k 
A greevance. 

4- That the Unlifieng [Le., vetoing] 
Laws after many yeares actinge by the 
same under pretence that his LordsMp 
never assented personally to them when 
his deputi® have declared in his name 
the same to be Laws and that they had 
power from him on his behalfe to a^ 
sent to the same ... is alsoe a grevaace. 
5. The . . . [erecting any] offic® and of¬ 
ficers and granting unreasonable fe® to 
the same without Act of A^embley is 
aisoe A Greiveance, vizt.: Examinor, gen- 
eraii Attorney Generali in provincial 
CO'Urt and the Attorney genemll in the 
County Courts, the Clerk of the Coun- 
celFs fe® and the dorekeeper’s fe® with 
maney more. 

fi. The grantinge Lands as Escheat 
Lands, before found to be soe by In¬ 
quisition is alsoe A greiveance. 

7. The granteinge of fin® before Con¬ 
viction or Judgement and to two of the 
Judg® that sitt on the Bench and give 
their oppinions for fineinge persons is 
ala:>e A great greevance. 

8. Fineinge men absent and giveinge 
them nc^ day in Court to Answer by 
scire faaas or othenri^ and often with¬ 
out Jurys, w^here the matter of fact ou^t 
first to be Inquired of and found is A, 
greevance. 

9- That the Exactinge pay . . . of every 

County for mendii^ the Ck)una7 
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Aimes, which by Law is to be kept in 
repaire out of the 2 shillings per hop- 
head given his Lordship for provideinge 
and mentaineinge A publique Magazen 
of armes and Amunition is A greevance. 

10. The not keepeinge A sufficient 
Magazen of Armes and Amunition for 
defence of the Province accordinge to 
the afforesaid Law of 2 shillinp per 
hogshead given his Lordship for men¬ 
taineinge the same is a greevance. 

11. That the Secretaryes takeinge Extro- 
ordinary fees in Law bussinesses att both 
Comon Law and Chancery and in the 
Land office almc^t as much more, at 
least one third more, than the Law» of 
the Province allows them is A very great 
greiveance. 

12. The Judges for probate of Wills re- 
fuseinge to grant probat of wills and 
administrations att their office but by 
way of Commission into the Country, 
by which the fees became double what 
otherwise they Could be is A greevance. 

13. The said Jud,ges not keepinge their 
Courts Monthly accordinge as the Act 
of Assembly EnJoyn« them is A great 
damage to Exa:utors and administra¬ 
tors, as alsoe to dehtore and Creditors. 

14. The Secretaries doe exact aich un¬ 
reasonable yearely rents and sometimes 
in money from the Clerks of the County 
Corts that they Canot live of them and 
pay the s-ame without Exactinge feo of 
the people Contrary to Law, and by 
which meanes they are maney of ffion 
soe little worth that none but Insuf¬ 
ficient persons will accept of them, by 
which mean^ alsc^ the records are in 
maney Counties very ill kept to the 
prejudice of the pr^ent and futuie ages. 

15. That the said Setretaii'es so 
gently kept the Records of the Common 
Law and Chancery that 3 or 4 yeares* 
proceedings of the Proventiall Court Iy» 
in loose minite papers; And the Clark 
. . , that tooke them in Court for want 
of payment of his wages refiuse to make 
up the said Records, which none other 
Can doe, by which all i^rsons their 0 >ii- 
serned are subject to be damnified by 
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writts of Error or otherwise Is Alsoe A 
. . . greiveance. 

16. That the said Secr^taiys imposeinge 
of 1^00 lb. of Tobbacco per anniim ufxm 
every Attorney that practizes in the Pro¬ 
ventiall Court without any Law for the 
same is alsoe A greivance. 

17. That all the Judg« att Comoii Law 
and Chancery and Probat of Wills and 
adcnmistrations are soe nere of Kinne 
that, when any of them are sued » itt 
often happens, they beinge al of them 
B'calers, They not thought to bee equall 
[impartial] Ju€%es (beinge either Uncells 
or brothers to each other) is .4 greive¬ 
ance. 

18. That diey have sitt 

JudgiK in 'their own Cai^s sMx h A 
greiveance. 

i§. That iMX penali Lawes made agiiiist 
offirem Extorting ilegal fco can 
any effect against the offenders of them, 
for . - . the Judges of the proTcntiail 
Court and Commori Law are eithe* 
th-emrelv^ or by their deputi^ actuallv 
postal of al offices of profit through¬ 
out the province..,. 

20. That the said Judges denicinge 
writts of Error in many CasB Contrary 
to the statute is a :greii*eaiMX.. 

21. His LortMiip assumeingt to himself 

the RoyaB Preix^tive of avarding iiis 
giant by pmtcmx of bciisge daeived hv 
fal<5P su^estioiis or ialss Considerattons 
or in A poynt of lair,.,. whereby manv 
poor Orphans and others had their Pat- 
tent of Land [voided] to of 

them, is A greiveance. 

22. The subtile devise hitherto med and 
stil practiied, not onely to stifie but m 
[injvaiidate the most Jusi Ctompliinis 
made to England of their mTongi aai 
oppressions done to their prii'aie 
sons or the PuMique. fey framsinge 

Mandalom pa^» or mnieingt 
of such persons and iheir Cause and 
then geitingc safescripfions to ihc 
from their omm CrotuT« ani others, 
Whose . • [limoreusness] cr 

exj»ctation of favor drew them to sub- 
xnh meh pa|«x and tkm send itt 
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away for England to overballance tiie 
Creditt of siidi single complain[an]ts, 
who miglit have had 40 subscribers for 
one to the Contrary .... Yea, very Rec¬ 
ords of Courts of Judicature have beene 
alttered and made to speake Contrary 
to the Originall Entery of the Clark.... 

The Violateinge of the freedome of 
Elections for Burggases to sitt in the As¬ 
sembly. 

The Imposseinge Exmive fines Con¬ 
trary to magna Charta. , . . 

Maney more of this nature might be 
added, would itt not swell this paper 
to too great a Bulk; and thus you see 
how the Cause hath stood in respect of 
our EquaE rights, by which you may gess 
how itt hath fared with the religieous 
while under A bare, politique pretence 
of libertie of €k>ntience. Priests and 
Jttsuitts have lived in great wealth and 
splendor with the favourable asspect of 
the government . . . whilst the protest- 
ants and Qergey wantinge mentainan^ce 
and hveinge in povortie under the Gon- 
temptabie Ic»kes of the government, 
!»th their persons and doctrine rendered 
lK>th alike dispiseable in the ey« of 
the Common people. 

The account of A Vigorous pimecut- 
in^ . . . |ol| An Act gainst mutinous 
and sedidous speeches by wMch Illegal 
punMiments were . . . Infilcted without 
any dedaradon therein what words or 
sf^ech shall be accounted mudnous and 
tend thereto, but the same is left tharein 
to the disdetion of the Judges of the 
Provendail Court, which are all Ms I^rd- 
ship*s reladons, and 2ire to he su'ch if 
they fthe Judgo] shall thinke them soe 
by the words of the Act, the i^naldes of 
which Law are splidnge the Nose, boare- 
inge through the toui^e with an hot 
Iron, fine, Imprisoiiment, Banishment, 
death, Cbnfiscadon of Lands and gocxis, 
all or any the said paiees as the Court 
shall alsce thinke fitt.,.. 

The Ii!2|x>seiiige an oath of fidelide 
to be taken to his LordsMp by all that 
beare office or sitt in the ^neral as¬ 
sembly without any salvo Expressed in 


the said Oath of Allegance to the Kinge 
of England. [This is] polidquely Con¬ 
strued to admitt Papists into office and 
into the generall assembly that refuse 
... to take itt [the oath to the King] 
and excludes many Protestants from the 
same that make A scruple of Condence 
to take the same without that salvo Ex¬ 
pressed. . . . 

AJl which, with severall others men- 
doned in the Protestant Declaradon was 
noe modves to their assumeinge of 
Armes; but, as they were burdens they 
had long Endured, soe with padence 
would have sdll Condnued, Expectinge 
releife from the all dispossinge hand of 
Providence uppon the same, had not 
their Allegence to their Majestys, the 
Protestant religeon, and the Law of 
Extreame Necessity (self preservation) 
enforsed them to that defence as by the 
Ensueinge reladon will fully appeare. 

Somedme in October, 1688, here 
Arived one Mr. Joseps [William Joseph], 
an Irish popist, with A Commission from 
the Lord Baltemore to be President bare 
of his Councen, which was noe vrayo 
acceptable to the people for the remem¬ 
brance they still retained of the Vil- 
Hanies committed by one Talbot, an 
Irish Papist and then one of the cheif 
governors here, who A Aortt time before 
most barberousiy murthered one Mr. 
Cbristopher Rousbey, the King’s Col¬ 
lector. The said Mr. Josephs published 
his Commission in October Court with 
aisoe strict orders from the Lord Balte¬ 
more for prodaiminge the then pre¬ 
tended prince of Wai[e]s, which was 
performed with all Imaginable and exact 
solaoanide they CoMd.... He aJsoe pub¬ 
lished his Lordship’s prodamadon fm: 
dispenceing with such part of the Law 
for Townes as his Lordship thought not 
for Ms Interest and Condnuing the T«t 
that made for itt without assent of hb 
Assembley by virtue of his prerogative, 
as they told the people, but to noe smale 
discontent of the said Assembly, Con- 
vend the 17th of November next Ensue¬ 
inge, to see their rights soe Invaded; att 
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wfiicli Assembly the said deputiy gov¬ 
ernors soe highly insisted upon his Lord- 
ship’s prerogative and their priviledge 
as an upper house that they tooke upon 
them[selves], which was never done be¬ 
fore, to impose upon the members of the 
Ix>wer house an oath of fidelitie to his 
Lordship upon most seveare penalties 
in which is noe salvo of Allegence to the 
King of England; The which the said 
house was willinge to accept, upon that 
both houses might take the oath of Al- 
legance, which the said upper house re¬ 
fused, giveinge this Answer: that fideli¬ 
tie to his Lordship was Allegance and 
denyall of the one was the same thinge 
with refuseall of the other; and, further, 
the Lower bowse deOTcinge to know of 
them if His Lordship by that proclama¬ 
tion att the ^Court Intended to AnnuH 
A part of the Law for Town» without 
assent of the a^mbly. It was then An¬ 
swered that the King had power to di^ 
pence with the penall Law« and soe 
had his Lordship, and accordingly did 
the same. Soe that litle bussyness was 
there eflEected, onely severall Insultinge 
and threateninge mesages was sent from 
the said upper house to the lower, some¬ 
times as an upper house and sometime 
as deputy governors. Att the latter end 
of the said Asembly Ajived The happy 
news of The Prince of Oiinge’s Arivall 
in England with considerable forces In¬ 
vited thither by the Clergey, Lords, and 
Ck>mons of the Nation and of his glor¬ 
ious undertakeinge mentioned in Ms 
declaration of freeinge the three King¬ 
doms from Popery and lawless Tyraney, 
of wMch news the said Deputy Gover¬ 
nors tooke all im^nary Care to Keep 
the Country Ignorant of, and then 
peroaged the said As^mbly tin Apriel 
next Ensueinge, and in short time afttt 
calld in all the Country Aimes under 
pretence of mendinge the same for de¬ 
fence of the Country against the Dutdi. 
But When the certaine and dwfred News 
arived of their Maje^, King WiH^am 
and Queen Mary, being Grownd in 
England and the Butch was in Amitie 
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and the French att Enmity [with] the 
English, the said Armes was never 
mended or ever retomed to the Protest¬ 
ants, but detained from them and there¬ 
upon the said Deputy Govemom and 
Jesuites, whose wealthy mind^ are ever 
ready furnished with such poHtlck lye^ 
did dayly broach Newes (received as they 
pretended from all parts) of the French 
King’s Imindble Army to Envade Eng¬ 
land and the late King James* great vic¬ 
tories in Ireland and Scotland and his 
great party in England ready to Joyne 
in Conquering the rebells as they 
tearmed the protestants, as allsoe the 
great stringth of the French and Keaada 
IndiaiK, likely, if sorval, alt 

the French King’s C omma nd to Invade 
this ProviBfr and otho- their Ma_^ys* 
protomnt Ck>HonafS, drinMng their 
h^iths wMmi^ for their 

and the s|«edy arrival of that Golden 
day (as they tearind itt) likely to visatt 
than aH, to die terrour of their Maj¬ 
esty^* Ij^yaH proieaant subjects and en- 
coura^Hieiit of the iMpitt, their mesa; 
Piofe^ed E ni mig^ Tliese tMi^ t€>- 
^ther with the black mouth aandalls 
And impious CiirsK daylf arf 
cxBly ^aisa: 

sacred posons and governmcnl.. . Che- 
atoi greate Jealousia in the minds of the 
Protestants, wMch in short lime afio^ 
nas mntii augmented and Osiifiiiiied by 
A ^ncrall but trac re|M>rt that all the 
Indians erf the Province was AlIaJMi 
and freightened from their towncs and 
that some of them had Catt up ihefr 
Ck>rii, A true pas»ge of their makeinge 
Warr, and, as the Indians themsclh’cs 
related to severall Protcsiants, the «* 
Qdon of itt was that they was Informed 
that the lad gotten A Dutch 

ging and that the Prot»tants Intended 
to Cut off all the Papists and thm to 
Kill the Indians and that one of the 
deputy Governors toM ihcna ds-ey must 
feight fcM- th«e fwpie Called P*pisti[;j 
the French and Northoine Indians 
wcwld and then they of'ffomc 

the Proteaantt. TMs news mm 
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ened the people that some b^un to fly 
into the CoIIoney of Virginea and others 
fled to their neighbours’ houses and there 
kept watch Expectinge the event, where- 
ii|K>n one Collnell Jowles with about 
150 men of Colvert County with such 
Armes and amunition as they Could 
gett appeared in A body, demanded their 
County armes, winch was delivered, and 
that the deputy Govemours would take 
some Co^urse to alley the feares and 
Jealocies of the people occationed by 
thc»e matters the Indians as well as the 
English had reported. With . . . much 
Intreatie they [the Deputy Governors] 
promised they would and thereupon 
they [Jowles* men] laid down their 
Armes, . . . they ^expectinge the per¬ 
formance of the same, esf^aily the as- 
^mbly being nigh, which was prort^ued 
to Apriel nest Ensuelnge. But they 
Prorogued the ame againe to a further 
time, Notwiihstandinge all mens* Ear¬ 
nest dttire for the sittmge of the same, 
and, att A PioventiaH Court then held 
in Apriel as they promised, ’ they In- 
davoiired to Gear themselv^, but to 
s£^ little pur|x>se that the |^ple was 
worse satisfied than Ixfore, for the said 
deputy Governors gott A pa|»r sub- 
OTibed by 8 or 9 persons, mcKt of which 
was Ignorant of the afeire and not well 
Informed th^ereof and soe sufecribed itt 
att their request, 

Sometiine in July, r6%, :Capt. John 
Good, with othm of their Majestys* 
Protestant Subjects itBc up in mises 
with such Anno as they had att Ms 
house in Ste. Maryes County . , . and 
^farchfti down to the Citty of St Marys 
to secure the Recoids, where they [the 
proprietary faction] weare all in Gam- 
sand in , . , the statehouse. There the 
guns Ley all out of porthix>fe and win¬ 
dows, but the Protetants, not feardn^ 
anythinge, drew up their men before the 
said Gari»ii less than within Pistol! 
shott and sent them in the Prot«tanl5* 
declaration, demandinge that itt may 
read [in] publique that al that was 
therein might heare itt and withall to 


surrender the Garison with all warlike 
Provission together with all the records 
to their Majestys* use, which after 2 or 
3 howers* parley was accordinly sur¬ 
rendered. Then Newes came [that] thare 
was in Mattappaney att the Lord Bald- 
moor’s house in Patuxen river 300 men 
in Garrisond with all warlike provisions, 
... all the deputy Governors and the 
rest of the papistes except Colonel 
Digges which had beene in the stat- 
house, where they were resolved not to 
surrender, they haveinge there A Jouite 
or two to encorage tMre designe. But 
2 dayes after the surrender of the stat- 
house, they Marched to the said Matap- 
poney with about six or y himdered men 
which were gathered together by that 
time[,] assisted with 2 great gunns . . . 
wMch said partie of men, marchinge 
under the Comand and conduct of the 
said CapL Good, Encamped before the 
said Garrison and sent forth A mesingar 
to the same with their declaration, de¬ 
mandinge itt to be read to the ganisciiL 
which they said they would but never 
did least the people should thereufton 
desert itt, and alsoe demanded out of 
the said fort all their Majesties* prot«t- 
ant subjects which they their against 
their wills detained, alsoe surrender of 
the said Garrison with all Warlike pro¬ 
visions there unto their Majesty* ibc; 
which some time after they answer^ed by 
Another Messinger that they desired . .. 
A Parley, whereupon A second messinger 
was sent to them deman'dinge to 

sett downe thire term« in wridnge, 
wMcfa they sent, but some of them 
[were] such as the protestants durst not 
without their Majestys’ order Cksnsent 
unto, but sent them th«e termes, upsaa 
wMch, if they surrendred not, they must 
pr«:eed to storm itL ... 

All which Articles was Inviolably kept 
with them, though they kept not theirs 
with the protestants, for Contrary to tlie 
same they Conveyed away the greatot 
part of the Country's armes and amuni- 
tion to plac^ unknown, and within 5 
OT 6 dayes after their surrender two of 
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the said deputy governors endeavoured 
to gett to Nichollson, the Governour att 
New Yorke. But att New Castle and Dila- 
ware, as they went, they understood that 
Nicholson, the Governor there, was fled, 
and that the said fort was taken by the 
protestants for their present Majestys, 
and that Coll. Dungon [Gk>vemor 
Thomas Dongan] and other papists was 
therein hold, and that Andreews [An¬ 
dros], the governor of New England, 
was retaken againe Endeavouringe to 
Escape to New York, and findeing them¬ 
selves there suspected for holdinge core- 
spondance with them, retorned againe 
into this Province[.] And, knowinge that 
the said protestants acoordinge to their 
declaration had in their Majestys* nam^^ 
sent to the severall Counties in the Ihov- 
ince, to Elect repr^endves to meett in 
A generall assembly to setle the Coun¬ 
ties in peace dll further order from their 
Majestys, The said two deputys Gover¬ 
nors, to witt, [Nicolas] Sewell and 
[Henry] Darnell, with the rest went 
from County to County, Inveagleinge 
some by faire promises and afraighdnge 
others from their allegence by dayly in¬ 
venting Newes that the late King James, 
by Assistance of [the] French had re¬ 
duced England againe to their obedience 
and subjecdnge [it to] him. Yett this 
sham would not take, for of tenn Coun- 
tyes[,] nine of them Elected and sent 
their representatives. , . . And sc^, att 
the time appointed, the said assembly 
were first of all persuant to their dutyes. 
They ordered their present Majesty^ to 
be proclaimed and then drew up an 
Address, 40 of them subscribeinge with 
all their hands, and then tooke into 
their Consideration the setlement of the 
Province in peace and safety till further 
orders from their Majestys, in doeinge 
of which they found some dificulty, for, 
the Province beinge in a place wholely 
dependinge upon trade, itt was absoe^ 
iutely necessary to keep up the Co^uits 
of Judicature in the severall Countyes 
for Creditors to .receive in their debts, 
in which, l>e.inge all holden in the Loid 
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Baltimoor*s name and all proc^ Isue- 
inge thereout in the same alsoe, which 
they were unwilling to Alter withcmt 
their Majestys* order, had not the pr»- 
ent necessity of their Majestys* Interest 
Inforced th,em to itt, for the said deputy 
Governors p€rswad:ed the people that, 
under Colour of that name of Commis¬ 
sion, they were safe obayinge the Late 
Kinge James and renouncinge their 
Alegence to their present Majesty. 

And soe undor pretence of mentaine- 
inge the I^rd Baltyirors interest in 'the 
province, they endea¥oiir«i totaBj to 
destroy that of their '^fajestys. . . . 

And next prcceedinge to setle all 
CMll and military officers puisueant to 
their MaJ^tys* Declaration . . . [Con¬ 
tinuing] ail prot«tants in their plac« 
and removeinge all papists out and 
placeinge protestants in their rooniK, 
and Continued al the temporary Lawes 
of the Proi.ince, and then Laid County 
levey, -which, notwithstandinge all the 
aforesaid txrcations of expence, was the 
smalest that ever was in the Proiiiice 
and soe caused the same to be drawn 
up into an ordinance of AsKmbly by 
which the matters more fuBy ap|«ar, 
and soe u|x>n the 4th September, 16% 
they adjomed the said As^mbiy till the 
first of Apriel next ensueinge. After 
which, as well as before the said As¬ 
sembly, the said deputy Governors, by 
virtue of the said Lord Baltimore’s Com¬ 
mission on behalfe of the late King 
James, used their utmost Iiidem~Qms to 
stir up the people to rebel! against their 
present King William and Queen Mary, 
which occationed the Jkfilitia to the great 
Charge of the Province [to be placed] 
constantly upon their gaurd, whereupon 
the Cheif officer thereof sent to them 
to repaire to their houses and f^aceably 
there abide and enter into txind to their 
maj«tys to answer suds things as should 
be objected against them to their MaJ- 
estyes* Comisssoners or such other aa- 
thoritie as should Come hither from 
them, [or] otherwise fhe] wroaM force 
them to it, the wrhidi they deacyed, and 
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Coilnel Darnel, one of them, 
fied for New England. Two others of 
flipTTi was apprehended and remaine un¬ 
der gaurds, and tiiree others of them 
led into Virginia entertained there by 
some fK>pMi friends, from whence ever 
sinffi they have by letters to their Con¬ 
federate here not failed to forge and 
invent such lyes and unhappy newes as 
they thought nic»t fitt to frighten the 
people ffom their AH^^ance and stir 
them up to rebellion against their pres¬ 
ent Majestys, and one of them, to witt. 
Major with about 8 or 9 fugitive 

papists in A anafl Yatch came severall 
diiitt into the province without Enter¬ 
ing or Cleardnge Accoidinge to an act 
of Parliament, which one Mr. John Pain, 
their Majestys* Coiector, takeinge notice 
of, pursueant to Ms duty as the law 
required, donanded of film to doe the 
same, 'which he Contospttuously de- 
i^^i, tireateninge Mm if he offered to 
CiMne os Board him, whereupon, the 
aid Sewell Comeinge againe up into 
the Proving Jon the tMrd] day of [Janu¬ 
ary], 1689, the said Pain, -with 4 men to 
attend him, 'with A smale Iwat, tMhk- 
inge himself safe undo: Ms commi^on. 


in A peaceable way went to goe on 
board, wMch they deneyed; and, after 
half an hower fast argueinge the case 
with him by the side of the said Yatch, 
they shott him from off the side of the 
same in the Breast with two Muskett 
BuUetts and five high swan shott of 
wMch he Imediately dyed, and his At- 
tendants in the boate narrowly Escaped, 
being persued by them, dischaigeinge 
Gunns att them to the very shear; and 
then they retorned again to Virginiea, 
where, att their Arrival! as is sworn by 
good Evidence, That Sewell made his 
Men A great bowll of punch and bid 
them singe the fight was done, for they 
had killed John Pain, the King’s Col¬ 
lector, wMch, if soe, indeed itt was done 
before itt was begune by the Protestant^ 
for they hurt not the least haire of the 
Papists’ head or "wronged them one 
fartHng of their Estates, notwithstand- 
inge the Continuall provocations of 
them. Onely after the aforesaid murder, 
they disarmed some, finding that nc^ 
Kindnes could charm or work upon their 
in natures, nor that any protestant could 
be safe wMle there was any meanes left 
them of Effectinge his Ruine. 


62. A Controversy Over tiie Financial Settlement of the Revolution 


A. A Letier from James Heath, Lord Baltimore’s Agent, to tele 
Revolutionary Government, June 2, 1690 


pea A doMKiKl] Imimiiiis: The de¬ 
livery to Mm, the said Agent, of al the 
Bills and Bonds remaining in the Land 
O&ce m else whee and to hi$ 

Laidship, teing taken for lands or 
0thaway» rciatcing to Ms private Is- 
tate. 

TIk iMfWTf &i Matapany 
House, Plantadon, and Stcxrk with an 
A«xc»iit ci die oi tl* latter, 

and his M)r&Mps Mill with an Account 
erf the ttewrf. 


[Biowne, ed., drehims of Maryland , VIH, i8«- 

m 

Thirdly: An Account of all sMpping 
oitred and cleared since the first of 
August last, and the Bills of Exchange 
or money received for the same. 

FourtMy: The delivery of all o-ther 
Papers, Matters and TMngs anywayes 
relateing or appertaining to his Lord- 
sMj^ private Estate or concem^es. 

And the sMd James Heath desireth of 
such pa:sons as at present execute pub- 
Hck PowoT in this Province that th^ey 
wiM give thehr orders necessary for the 
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delivery of the severall particulars as ince soe far forth as relates to the Rev- 
aforesaid and likewise withdraw their enue ariseing here, and that the same 
orders from all persons executing as may he left to the management of the 
Navall Officers or Collectors in this Prov- said Heath and his Deputies. 

B. The Answer of John Coobe’s Committee, June 18, 1690 

[Browne, ed., Archmes of Maryland, VIII, 183- 

84] 

1. That all Bills and Bonds passed and there in being for anything known to 
made payable to his lordship remaining the present authority save what Madam 
in the Land Office or elsewhere for DamaH and Madam Sewail may have 
T jaTiffs, or otherwise relateing to his Lord- taken and applyed to uses best known to 
ships private Estate, be delivered to Ms themselves. 

Lordships Agent, excepting only for That the said Agent have the use of 
such Lands whereof no Certificate have the Plantation for the Benefit of his 
been returned and recorded, the Col- Lordships Stock thereon, the Cropp of 
lection whereof are to be suspended Com etc. thereon growing to be and 

nnfiH such time as the consideration of enure to the use of person there re- 

the said Bill and Bonds be complyed sideing who planted the same, 
with by making a good and firm title to g. This Article included and an^swered 
the same. in conclusive part. 

2. Mattapony House and Plantation be- 4. All papers, matters, and tMi^ any 

ing a Garrison inforted and by the late wayes relateing to his Lordships private 
Government under his lordship sur- ^tate (in whose hands soever) to be de- 
rendered upon Articles to bis MaJ- liveied up to his LorcMii|K Agent, 
estyes use, it is not thought fit or con- His LoitMii|K said Agent from hence- 
venient to alter the property thereof forth to collect and receive by mA 

unti,ll such time as his MaJ^ty^ pleas- wayes and meanes as he i diall think fit 

ure therein be known and his directions the moyety of the 2 shiilings per ho^ 
accordingly given, but as for the Stock head for every diipp or ve^I! 

(as it hath not been denyed soe) it is after to arrive and enta: within this 

not the design of the present executive Province and that for the rest of the 

power to obstruct his Ij3rdsH|K Agent duty« u|K)ii shipping here aocrueing, 

to make the best advantage thereof. Noe according to the I^w and usuall cus- 

part thereof having been otherway« tome of tMs Province, they te collmed 

employed or made use of by any of tMs by the Navall Officers appointed by ^ the 

present power or by their order more Repr^entadve Body of tMs Province 

than what was necessaryly expended for in the late ^^Generall ^Convention to such 

their Majesty^ service in the reduceing us-es and by such wayes and mean» as 

of the said late Government and is aH therein is provided. 

C. James Heath’s Letter of Protest against John Coobe’s 
Committee, June 19, 1690 

|Bix>wiie. ed., Arckixxs of Msfylmd, 188- 

,90] 

more than ordinary feale for their 
Majestic' service and the ^secunty of the 
Rights and pi:o^f«rti« of the pmple of 


It might have reasonably been ex¬ 
pected from John Goode and others Ms 
Associates, who out of a pretence of a 
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this Province, have overturned this the 
late most peaceable and quiet Govern¬ 
ment, (of the which they assumed to 
themselves) their most ready complyance 
with the least intimation they should 
know of his Majesty^s pleasure in any 
case whatsoever and that they would 
have behaved themselves towards the 
gcKxi people of this province as pre¬ 
tended But as the Letter hath been 
maintained in the rifieing and plUage- 
ing of severall of the most emenent 
protestants Houses, the imprisoning of 
the persons of some, and sending armed 
men in persute of others, from place 
to place with warrants to Fetch them 
Bead or alive, thereby driving them 
from their Habitations, soe they have 
nott been less wanting in their obedi¬ 
ence to his ItfajKtie's pleasure, signified 
by his Letter bearing date the ist day 
of February (and superscribed to 
such as For the time teing take care 
For pr«erving the p^ace and admin- 
istiing the lavres in our province of 
^Maryland in America) in severaH caus« 
thereof, butt f^tioirly whatt this D-ec- 
laration and ProtKt of the Agent of 
the Ri^t Honourable the Lord Pro¬ 
prietary of this proiance, James Heath 
wil make manifet, which said Agent 
doth hereby agnify unto aE Persons 
concem-ed, that Ms ^fajesty in a par¬ 
ticular clause in Ms said letter, directs 
the said persons to suffer the Proprietor 
or his Agents to Collect the Revenues 
arising here, and to apply only such 
part thereof For the support of the Gov- 
emment as was usually allowed and 
applyed by the Proprietor to that pur- 
po«. The aid Agent hath applyed him- 
selfe to such persons as assumed to them¬ 
selves to be those to whome his Afaj- 
esde’s said letter was direct«i, who are 
the said John Goode and his asixiates, 
and of them hath defsjir^i to give thcire 
orders as well to such perMjns as have 
collected any thing of the said Revenue, 
to rendo” the same Agent an accompt 
thereof as to withdraw theire ordm 
From ali persons att preant colMang 


the same, butt that the same might he 
left to the management of the said 
Agent and his Deputies, Butt the said 
John Coode and his associates contemn¬ 
ing and not regarding to comply with 
his Majestie's directions aforesaid, have 
denied and refused either to permitt 
any one to give the said Agent any ac- 
compts of what has allready bin col¬ 
lected on the accompt of Shipping, 
which is the principal! Revenue of this 
province, or to suffer him to collect any 
thing From the Shipps now in the prov¬ 
ince (which wdll be the Shipping reve¬ 
nue of this yeare) contrary to the Lawes 
of this province, which enjoin the same 
to be paid to his Lordshipp (who other¬ 
wise must receive his rents from the In¬ 
habitants of this province in moneyes). 
His Majestie*s intention being as afore¬ 
said, likewise whereby as by divers oth¬ 
ers circumstances is sufficiently obvious 
that notwithstanding the specious pre¬ 
tences of the said John Coode and ius 
Associates as aforesaid, they have abused 
the King's Majestic by tbeir Falce dec¬ 
laration and addresses, thereby to colour 
their d^ignes in Tyrannizing ova: all 
such as will not Joyne with them in their 
wicked practices, who appeare to be the 
bm and chiefest of the protestant In¬ 
habitants of this province. As alsoe they 
have already some, soe it is apparent 
their designes are to embezell and apply 
to their own private uses the aforesaid 
Revenue, nott only by taking Bills of 
exchange for the same into their owme 
names butt for other reasons justly 
suspitious, and as all due methods will 
be taken to Free the inhabitants of this 
province From the said John Coode and 
his Associates, their oppression and 
tiranny, soe to forwarne all persons 
From making undue and illegal! pay¬ 
ments of any part of the Revenue arise- 
ing here, he the said Agent on the part 
and behalfe of the said Lord Proprietor, 
and touching the revenue ariseing here 
wherein the said Agent is concerned, 
holdeth himselfe obliged to declare and 
protea . . . against the aforesaid John 
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Goode and his Associates who hath de¬ 
ny ed to render an accompt or permitted 
him to collect as aforesaid, as against all 
other person and persons whatsoever 
that have already or that shaU make 
payment of any of the Revenues ariseing 
in this province and payable to his Lord- 
shipp to the aforesaid John Goode or 
his Associates or to any peison ap¬ 
pointed by them or to any other person 
whatsoever then to the said Agent or 
his deputyes dnreing his residence in 
this province, and in his absence to Mr 
Michaell Taney and Mr Richard Smith, 
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Jr., bo& of Calverts County who in the 
said James Heath^s absence are consti¬ 
tuted his LorcMiip's Agents, hm'eby 
holding For null, voyd and illegall all 
payments that is or shall be otherwise 
made of the Revenues aforesaid then 
to him, the said Agent, or to Ms depu- 
ti^ or in his ab^nc£ to the said 
Michaell and Richard or their depiity« 
or by their directioiis declaiing the same 
to he att the peril of the f^rwns mx 
paying or repaying the same again m 
by law they may be compelled. 


Maryland Becomes a Royal Pro¥ince 

63. The Royal Instructions of Governor Lionel Copley, Aug^ 86,1691 


And that we may he alwaies inform-ed 
of the Names and characters of Per»ns 
fit to supply the vacanci« of our said 
Coundll, You are to transmitt unto Us, 
by one of our principal Secretarys of 
State and to the Lords of our Privy 
Counciil, appointed a Committee of 
Trade and Plantations with all conven¬ 
ient speed, the names and characters of 
Twelve Persons, inhabitants of our said 
Province, whom you shall esteem the 
best qualified to succeed in that Trust 
and so from time to time when any of 
them shall dye, depart out of our said 
Province or become otherwise unfit, you 
are to nominate so many other Persons 
to Us in their stead. And in the choice 
and nomination of the members of our 
said Counciil, as also of the principal! 
Officers, Judges, Assistants, Justices and 
Sheriffs, you are always to take care that 
they be men of Estate and Ability and 
not necessitous people or much in Debt 
and that they be persons well affected to 
our Government. , ,, 

And that it may be better understoc^ 
what Acts and Laws are in Force in 


[Browne, ed,, drcknxs af VIH, tl"*- 

8o| 

OUT Province of Maryland, You me with 
the of OUT ^CoiHMall to take 

Care that al Laws now in imm re- 
vi«d and coisiifaed, ai^ if Ao* 
any ftiinfg eiAcr in tiK matto" -tx 
of them wMcii may be fit t» rc^ 
trendi=«i or altowi. You are to repre¬ 
sent the same imto Us with yoiiT Opin¬ 
ion toucMng the said Laws now in force 
(■whereof you are to send a coinpleat 
Bc^y to is) with such alteratiom as you 
shall think requisite to the end our 
approbation or di.allowa2ice may be 
signifyd thereu|»ii. 

You Aali take care that the 
of the As^nblf be elftited only bf Wm- 
holders, as being iM»t agr«aMe m the 
Custome of Engiand to which you are 
as near as may be to conform yoiir*lf. 

And you Aaii reduce the Salary of 
the membeis of the Assembly m aich 
a modaratc Proportioii as may lx ito 
grievance to the Country, wfeciein never- 
thelc^ ifou are to use your discretion 
so as no inconvcnicncy may arise 
thereby. 

You are to take care that no nan** 
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life. Member, Freehold or goods be 
taken away or harmed In o^ur said Prov¬ 
ince, but by Established and known 
Laws not repugnant to, but as much as 
may be agreeable to the Laws of Our 
kingdome of England. 

You shall administer or cause to be 
administered the Oaths appointed by 
Act of Parliament, to be taken instead 
of the Oaths of Allegiance and su¬ 
premacy and the Test, unto the Mem¬ 
bers and Officers of Our Council and 
Assembly, al Judges and Justice and 
al other Persons that hold any Office 
in Our said Province, by vertue of any 
Patent under Our Great Seal of Eng¬ 
land or the Publck seal of Maryland. 
And you are to permitt a Liberty of 
Consdence to al PersO'iis so they be 
contented with a quiet and i^aceable 
Enjoyment of it, not gi’vdng offience or 
vandal to the Government. 

You are not to pass any Act or Oidar 
within that our Produce in any Case, 
for Lei-Ting money and inflicting limes 
and Penalti« 'who'eby the same shall 
not be r^rved to Us for the puhlck 
Us« as hf the said Act or Order ^hall 

directed,. . . 

Our wll and Pleasure is, that al pub- 
1«± monies raised or to be rais«i within 
om* said Province and Territory of Mary¬ 
land for the use and support of the 
Government there be issued out by War¬ 
rant from you by and with the advice 
and consent of the Coundll and not 
otherwise. 

And whereas by an Act passed in the 
AsMnbly in Maryland the thirtieth day 
of April 1679, an impest of two shiU- 
per Hogshead is laid u|x>n al To¬ 
bacco exported out of our said Province, 
one moiety of which unpcKt, is by the 
said Act appropriated for the u« and 
suppon erf the Ckjverninent, Our wil 
and Pleasure k, that towards the main- 
tenana in the Government of o-ur said 
Province, you take to your own use, 
three fourth parts of the said moiety of 
the im|M«t of two shillings par Hogshead 
of Tobacm, appropriated as aforoittn- 


tioned by the said Act, And you are to 
take especial Care, that according to 
the intention of the said Act, the re¬ 
maining fourth part of the Moiety of 
the said impost be duly applied towards 
the maintaining a constant Magazine 
with Arms and Amunition for the de¬ 
fence of our said Province. . . , 

You are to permit the Lord Baltemore, 
by bis Agents or Officers appointed by 
him, to colect and receive the other 
moiety of the said impost of two shill¬ 
ings per Hogshead together with the 
Duty of i4d per Tun upon shipping 
trading to Maryland for his own use as 
Proprietary of our said Province. And 
you are not in any wise yourself or any 
other by your Orda: to intermedie with 
the said Moiety of the said impost of 
two shilings per Hogshead or the said 
duty of fourteen pence per Tun. But 
to permit the same to be colected and 
received by tbe Lord Baltimore or his 
Agents as aforesaid without any Hn- 
dranre or molestation whatsoever. 

You are from time to time to permit 
the Assembly to view and examine the 
Accompt of mony or value of mony dis- 
fK>sed of, by vertue of such Laws as are 
now in force or shal be passed by thaoa 
whidb you [are] to signify unto them as 
occasion shall serve. Our expr^ win 
and Pleasure is, that al Laws wha»> 
evo: for the good Government and sup¬ 
port of your said Province, be made in¬ 
definite and without Limitation of time 
except the same be for a temporary end 
and whi.ch shal expire and have its full 
effect within a certain time. . . . 

You s h all not remit any Fines or For¬ 
feitures whatsc^ver above the summe of 
Ten pounds before or after sentence 
given, nor dispel of any Escheats Fines 
or Forfeitures until you upon signifying 
unto our Ck>iimiittee of Trade and Plan¬ 
tations And to the Commissioners of our 
Treasury for the time being the nature 
of the offience or occasion of such Fines, 
Forfeitures or Escheats with the par¬ 
ticular summ^ you shal have received 
our directions thorein. But you may in 
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liie mean time suspend tlie Payment of 
the said Fines and Forfeitures. 

You shall not permit any Act or Order 
to pass within our said Province whereby 
the Price or value of currant mony 
within your Government may be al¬ 
tered without our particular leave or 
Direction therein. And you are par¬ 
ticularly not to pass any Law or do any 
Act by grant, settlement, or otherwise, 
whereby Our Revenue may be lessened 
or impaired without our especiaE leave 
or commands therein..,. 

You shall not erect any Court or Of¬ 
fice of Judicature not before erected 
and established without our especiall 
Order and you are to transmit unto Us 
with all convenient speed a particular 
accompt of all establishments of Juris¬ 
dictions, Courts, Offices and Office]^ 
Powers, Authorities, Fees and Privileges 
Granted or settled within our said Prov¬ 
ince to the end you may receive our 
especi^all direction therein, . . . 

And that God Almighty may be more 
inclined to b«tow his blessing upon 
ns and you in the welfare and improve¬ 
ment of that our Province you shall take 
e^>eciall care, that he be devoutly and 
duly served within your Government, 
the Book of Common Prayer as it is now 
established Read each Sunday and holi¬ 
day and the blesed Sacrament admin¬ 
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istered according to the Rites of the 
Church of England.... 

You are not to permit or Allow of any 
Appeals whatsoever to be made from 
the Governor and Councill unto the 
Assembly but whereas we judge it abso¬ 
lutely necessary that all our subjects may 
have liberty to Appeal unto Us, in cases 
that may deserve the same. Our win and 
Pleasure is, that if either party diall not 
rest satisfied with the Judgement or sen¬ 
tence of our Governor or the Com¬ 
mander in Chief and Councill they may 
then appeal unto us in our Privy Coun¬ 
cill Provided the matter in difference 
exceed the reall value or summe of three 
hundred pounds sterling and that such 
appeal be made within one Fortnight 
after sentence and security §jst given by 
the Appelant to Answer such charges as 
shall be awarded in case the sentence of 
our Governor or Gommander in chief 
and Councill in Maryland be con¬ 
firmed. . - . 

And foraanuch as great inconven¬ 
iences may arise by the liberty of Print¬ 
ing within our Province of Maryiand, 
you are to provide hy all nece^ary Or¬ 
ders that no pemm use any Pres for 
printing upon any cxxasion whatsoever, 
without your special! Licence first ob¬ 
tained. 




CHAPTER NINE 


THE CONSEQUENCES OF REBELLION 


O N April 6, 1692, Go¥emor Copley met for the first time with his 
Q>imcil, which mcluded Jowles and Blakiston. (It is interesting 
that the same men who considered a salaried Council a grievance in 
1682 "were pleased to have such remuneration when they became coun¬ 
cilors after the rebellion!) Four days later the first assembly under the 
new r^me convened, choosing Cheseldyne Speaker. On May 12 Copley 
and Ms Council indicated their willingness to join the lower house in 
insf«:ting the “Bcxiy of the Laws’* after disposing of certain formal and 
prcxreduial affairs and 'Oonfirming *‘all matters Judicial and otherwise 
Since the Late Revolution.” Three weeks later, after some slight con¬ 
tention, the consensus was that *lt is thought more proper to appeale. 
Annul, abrogate and m.ake void all Laws in General heretofore made 
in this Proviiice except what upon Review of the body of those Laws 
this present sessions have deemed fit and Convenient for the good gov¬ 
ernment of this Prorince.” Thus the books were cleared for a fresh set 
of statute refiecting the changes desired and wrought by the revolu¬ 
tionaries. An examination of the titles of this legislation provides an 
insight into the sort of housecleaning the burgesses thought they were 
acromplishing (No. 64 ). 

This work was perhaps the most important but not the only effort 
of the ntw assembly. Harmonious relations had to be established with 
the Indians. On the first day of the new session the little town wtas filled 
with resplendent cluefe, and four days following, three nearly identical 
treaties wrere made with as many trib«. Although Indian-white ani¬ 
mosities did not entirely abate—defense measures were required in 
iggg the yeais after the revolution were generally characterized by 
quiet on the frontier. 

A tMni imie of importance at this ^embly was the initiation of 
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action against the Proprietor for alleged financial irregularities. A 
fourth was the adoption by the lower house of a system of self-regulating 
procedures. And still other objects of consideration were the Yarious ap¬ 
peals by members of the ousted party for indemnification or restoration 
of lost property. 

Friction arose at this time between the new r^ime and Henry Dar- 
nall, now acting as Lord Baltimore's agent, 'who demanded that he 
rendered all of his master's dues and revenues, picking up where Jmnes 
Heath left off. (This dispute was finally quieted in 1695 when the Coun¬ 
cil ordered the ‘"strict collection of the... dues belonging to Lord Balti¬ 
more.") The controversy over the collection of the Proprietor's income 
was exacerbated by the fact that while the Protestant Association reigned 
supreme illicit trade was extensively effected, m that many fees and 
bonds had not accumulated. Lord Baltimore and his agents were not 
alone antagonized by this. The arrant Edward Randolph, Surveyor Gen¬ 
eral of His Majesty's customs, arrived in Maryland in May, midway 
through the first legislative session. He quickly communicated to his 
superiors in London the conditions of commerce and politics in the new 
royal province. In the process he alienated Lionel Copley, causing a 
feud which helped keep the colony in turmoil (No. 65). 

Lord Baltimore, his agents, the itinerant Randolph, and Copley 
were joined in the race for revenue and fees by Sir Thomas LaiiTence. 
He was appointed Secretary of Maryland when Copley became Gov¬ 
ernor, vied with his colleague for perquisites and patronage, and their 
conflict compounded the Copley-Randolph tension. But w'hereas Ran¬ 
dolph soon departed, Lawence remained to complicate provincial |»ii- 
tics (No. 66). 

Thus Maryland’s new status as a royal colony brought an injection 
of invidious officials external to her indigenous society. The prepuce of 
these placemen with their petty intrigues tended to displace or divert 
attention from the revolutionary issues. Hence the reorientation of po¬ 
litical controversy was conditioned to a significant degree in the prov¬ 
ince by the presence of a hierarchy detached from the tumultuous events 
recently passed- In this respect the newcomers were a mixed political 
blessing. 

While alterations in the structure of provincial politics were mani¬ 
fest in the spats between the adherents of the proprietary party, the 
querulous new officials from England, and the erstwhile Asscciators, the 
reorganization of political society was intimately related to the positions 
men had taken at the time of the rebellion. This restructuring is re¬ 
flected on the one hand by men who lost provincial and county offices 
after 1689, and on the other by the meteoric careers of manv of the rebel 
leaders and their accomplices, (John Goode was a notable exception: 
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wheE tte Crown assuined. the govemment from the convention and its 
committee, power seems to have passed from Goode’s hands. After his 
return from England he played a minor political role, ultimately dis¬ 
gracing Mmself.) The creation of parishes and vestrymen proved nearly 
a scx:ial duplication of this reconstruction. 

The attempt to otablish the Church of England, however, was 
marked by many vicissitudes in the 1690’s, at Whitehall as well as in 
Maryland, where the dissenters protested bitterly. But by 1^02 an 
Anglican victory was a^ured and their rapid growth attested that fact, 
as did the plight of Quakers and Catholics alike (No. 68). Some his¬ 
torians have claimed that the shift of the capital from (Catholic) St. 
Mary’s to (Protestant) Annapolis in 1695 was an indication of the new 
locus of religious strength. But it is equally likely that commercial and 
Ix>Htical factors nece^itated the move. It is noteworthy that many of 
thoa who joined in protesting the s^hift in 1694 had been political 
oiani^ in 1689 (No^ 6y). 

Counterbalancing the various change which followed the revolution 
wrore a variety of conditions which were unaffected by the proprietary 
demise. Frontier rangem seem to have remained a nuisance in the 1690’s, 
as they had been in 1688. Nor were the new authorities any more per¬ 
missive atK>ut the Indian trade than their predecessors. Those who lost 
land grants made just prior to the revolution were naturally upset, as 
were colonisfe who felt the land office functioned no more fairly after 
the insu^aicy than before. A few of the Asscxriators continued to pro- 
tot muliiple officeholding, particularly in the judiciary. But many of 
the gTQtest offenders in the i6§o*s had complained the loudest before 
the (falverts were ejected. The revolutionary bias against pluralism 
»aiis to have I^n a matter of principle than of pei^nal exclu- 
mmk, 

The ii»,th of Governor ^Copley in 1693 considerable albeit 

tem|»Tary confusion, and it seemed for a moment as though the events 
of 1689 would be re-enacted with Lawrence and Blakiston as protago¬ 
nists (No, 69). Blakiston had worked dosely with Copley against Law¬ 
rence, and after Copley’s death it became necessary to suspend Blakiston 
frcTO the Council to preserve quiet and avoid disputes. Sir Edmund 
AndTO tcx>k fxKs^ion of the Maryland government in September until 
Fiands Nicholson was installed as governor. Nicholson’s a^dministra- 
rion {1694-98) was uneventful in many respects, but the reappearance 
of John Ckwde’s star falling stcrtm Ms path hindered his efforts to restore 
(No. 70). Once Nicholson actually caned Coode for drunken brawl¬ 
ing at divine service! 

r ^ 1715 Charles Calvert, third Lord Baltimore, died, 

followed m seven weeks by his apostate son. Sixteen-year-old Charles— 
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laised a Protestant—^became the fourth proprietary and the fifth Lord 
Baltimore. His guardian immediately petitioned for a political retora- 
tion of the government. This was granted. But the apostasy is doubly 
ironic. Not long after Benedict Leonard Calvert deserted Catholicism 
for politically preferable Protestantism, the heirs of Coode and Chesel- 
dyne abandoned the faith of their fathers for the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


Politics and Personalities After the Revolution 


64. Old Statutes Give Way to New, May-June 169a 

[Titles cf Sew; Acts Pawi % tlie Fii^ As- 
smMf to Misel witii 'fee 
io-Jium; §, Biowae^ cd., of 

ted, Xm, 4 ai-* 4 | 


An Act for the Service of Almigiitf 
God, and the Establishment of the 
Protestant Religion within this Province. 

An Act concerning what shall he al¬ 
lowed to the Grand Jnryes that are OTm- 
moned out of the body of this Province 
to attend Provincial! Courts. 

An Act for limi'tation of ceitam ac¬ 
tions for avoideing Suites att Law. 

An Act for quieting 
An Act prohibiting Commmionm, 
Sheriffs, Clerks, and Deputf Qerks to 
plead as Attorney in their 
Gourts- 

An Act for the more S|^edy hringii^ 
to tryall and suppressing Griminalls and 
T.iTnitirrg theiT punishmentt for Ceriame 
Offences when prc^ecuted in the Co^unty 
CoutTs. 

An Act dedareing what shal be Done 
by the Sterriff Ex Officio. 

An Act for secureing Maxhants and 
others Tobacco after they have Received 

it. . . r 

An Act Impowering CommiKioners m 
the County Courts to Leavy and raise 
Moneyes to defray the ISTecessary Charges 

of their Countyes. 

An Act for publication of all Lawes 

-with in this Province. 

An Act for the Election of SheaatfiEs. 


An Act fa* Lkaitation of Officers Fees. 

An Act far Urnmim^ tim Cknintf 
Clerks Fee witMn this PrsiriiM*. 

An Act Rdateing to the Scinirc d 
Tobaca> by the Shorife. 

An Act for the better admmmmlicn 
of Jijsdix in probate of WSs granting 
Adminhtrations, Rccoveriof of l>fa- 
deSi and secareing FilMaS poitiom 

An Act fa* iK EnroSeaieBt of Cksa- 
vepncK and seoirk^ the Bat« ^ 
PuKhasos. 

An Act for ascertaining the 
irf the Comini^oncrs of the Proihadal 
and Ountf Gwts. 

An Aa for the diae cf *2 

the Laws in this Proviiicc in Se0*e- 

An Act for the Ordering and itgw- 
I.Hng the Militia of this Protiiwe fsi 
tl^ better defence and securiiv thmoi- 

An Act fc*r Takeiag a»-av ail ensn 
iu Proceedings at Law and ecniw and 
in the Court ior probate of Mills «c- 
rasioned by the kte Rwolarija. 

An Act fOT appointing Ctourt days 
in each resp«Kii« County within this 


n Act fOT the Ememtut of the ta- 
l ^„r% of this Protinoe in suites of 

f foe SemII Dcbtt* 
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An Act for preventing vexatious and 

iHmaessary at Law. 

Ab Act for Encouragement of Tillage 
and Raiseii^ Pro¥isions for Advance¬ 
ment of Trade witli in tins Province. 

An Act for tiie Secnreing Creditors. 

An Act limiting the Extent of At- 
tadments and provideing wiiat shall be 
Leavjed on Attachements and Exeai- 
tiom. 

An Act imposing a finally on all such 
who shall dispose of Tobacco Seized 
and Received by the Shemffis and others. 

An Act for the better administration 
of Justice in the County Gsurts of this 
Province. 

An Act for Amerdements in the 


Provincial! and County Courts. 

An Act for Punishment of persons 
Suborning of Wittnesses or Comitting 
wilfull and Corrupt perjury. 

An Act for the preservation of orphans 
real Estates. 

An Act directing the manner of elect¬ 
ing and Summoning Delegates and Rep¬ 
resentatives to serve in succeeding As- 
semblyes. 

An Act prohibiting Trade with, the 
Indians. 

An Act of Repeale of all Lawes here 
to fore made in this Province and Con- 
fiimeing all Lawes made this Generali 
Assembly. 


65. Crown Officials Fend 


A. Edward Randolph’s Letter to William Blathwayt, 

June 28, 1692 


I have made a curstHy viate as fair as 
HiflaMjAia, and hearii^ the Generali 
Afflemblf of Maryland was to sitt at Sl 
M^ es, the 10th of May. I made my 
m Cohjnel Copley. He gave me a 
^Int r^epiioii. He allowed my deputa- 
don from the Custome house, bnt speaks 
ctddiy yoms. He entertaind me 
with graw dmacMr^, but nothing to the 
purpwe, bat advised me to write to you 
that he would serve you. Once in his 
drink he said yoa were a Jacobite and 
* eaesay to didr |«esent Maj¬ 

esties. That yoar Ckammision of Auditor 
os^t to be renewed upon their Maj¬ 
esties coming to the Crown. I told him 
ay depu&don was allowed of and signd 
by the Lords of the Treasury, and 
pieaed him that it mi ght be 
tt«i, bat The] refused saying it was not 
a proper nme. I discoursd him about the 
Tiettown awl receivers trf tl^ publidt 
taoney of the Province, whether he 


[Toppan and Goodrid:, cds., Randolph Letters, 

TO, 373^5] 

found any of itt at the tyme of his ar- 
rivall. He told me he was especially 
commanded to take care of it and give 
their MaJ^ties an Account and was very 
unwilling to do anything about the 
Deputation till he had done bf5; busines 
with the Assembly. 

The Cheife Tooles he works with, are 
Blackstone, now Golonell, who before 
he gott to he Collector of Customs w^ 
a poor Atturney not worth a Hogshead 
of tobacco. Nor now if he be forcd to 
pay the great arreares due from bfm to 
their Maj^esties upon the duty of i 
penny pa: pound. He is a starchd, form¬ 
al! fellow, as great a knave but not so 
cunning as Mr Dudley. He is next in 
Council! to the Governor and canyes 
a great stroak amongst those sylly ani- 
mah^ the Council. With their advise 
he has permitted 22 ships to sayle with¬ 
out convoy. Most of them from the Out 
|»rts ome out without li-cence from 
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he UmU <>j •>«! Coiimtit(»•(*, 'ri»7 tikl 
lot p:iN.'i<; witli«»ui .1 .uknowk-dp, 

iu;»i u> lim F.x<t llniiy, 
llis s««»ih 1 i« Mr Flulcr, 

;h<i Cdllfdor of I’.iloxfiii River, ttk 
judines hat l)r<‘n to plye fV»i wine, Rtaio 
;lee lor lh<- (iovemor .itncuip/il (lu- aliip.t. 

Ele hat prewiiiecl ilie (ioveriior with a 
[low! and hat a youoR wif<! al fiis Kjc- 
celleitcy't servi<;c. 'I‘he next it a dull 
Wcicli I.awyer, the Attorney (tenerall, 
madtt a fieetuan of St. Maryes, then 
chostiiJ one of tfit: ItorgcHseH of that 
Corporation. Ife taken Kntrys <)f re¬ 
taining fe<!« of one I Ittgsliead ftt 'I'ohaeco 
to lx: I>aid yearely hy the contentions 
Client, to apixtare for him in all Courts 
Contfa omrins; for so f saw it entred in 
Ms Alminach. lie, like the Master of 
Ccreniotiyes, directs the (louncill and As- 
semhly how tliey are to behave them- 
thciir , - 

'I'he flovcrnor slaves and toiles lor 
Blaekstone and Plater. Whenever I 
would enter u|X)n husiiies with thtrm, or 
examine their Ixxtks aixl accttuitt*, so 
that r could do nothing whilst the As¬ 
sembly sat. . . . 'J'hc Revennuc of that 
Government is to he intinaged hy him 
[Copley] and to he at his dispose. In 
their New I.aws No pcrsoti appointed to 
be Receiver Generali or 'I’reasurer but 
hirnselfc and :dl money to be ptiid by 
his Order. 

The Good methode to obtain this was 
managed by the great care and industry 
of Mr Chiselden, the Speaker, with the 
Attorney Generali and some others of 
their Caball who purged the house of 
all members not for their turn, tho 
chosen by the far greater part of the 
Electors as being enemyes to their pres¬ 
ent Governors. The Merchants of Lon¬ 
don gave their Correspondents in Mary¬ 
land an Account of the ill circumstances 
of their Governor and advised them to 
be good husbands of their Countryes 
money, thus (and for no other reason) 
sending home men (not papists) of good 
estates, ordring new writts for electing 
others to serve in their Rooms. During 


(heir absence and before New ones 
c<»uld come (he house proceeded to 
make (heir l.aws wliieli were all com- 
pleaied before (he New Burgesses ar- 
tived. As (o (he Members of tho Coun- 
cill you mayguesse at their ciualilicaiions 
hy (he Agents they sent to England, of 
whom (lolorx:! Georg Rohotham (a 
halfe faced Quaker), Mr Tench, an 
Jrisfi Merchant, and Colonel Jolls, a 
Surgeon arc tolerable. The Rest are 
such, a coiuemptable crew. . . . Butt 
those silly Animalls, charmd witli the 
tedious, impertinent Haranges the Gov¬ 
ernor made them, in praise of his own 
meritt, parts, and interest at court, were 
all his humble servants (Jolls excepted, 
who would do nothing till often mel¬ 
lowed with wine and a present of 40,000 
lbs. of tobacco), and now Elevated 
with dieir New Honor and 3® ® 

ycare a peece to support it. ... I saw 
better men sent back by the house of 
Burgesses then most of the Councill. 

Now matters sett thus in tune; upon 
the noth of May his Excellence, attended 
by the Councill, went from his appart- 
ment (a nasty, stinking Ordinary, form¬ 
erly the house of Mr Calvert, the Chan¬ 
cellor); and the Burgesses, having nonce 
of his being at the other house, he did 
bespeake them. . . • The 14 pence per 
Tunn upon all vessells trading m Mary¬ 
land is given to their Majesties but at 
their dispose, out of which 35 ^ 
yearely to the Councill to keep them 
erm to the Governors interest. The 4 ° 
shillings to be paid by the Masters for 
all ships trading there is given to th 
Governor and he is to pay his Navall 

Officers out of it.... 

Besides the 240,000 lbs. of tobacco 
Given to the Governor, Mr Chiselden 
and Colonel Jolls. there is (as I ^ jn- 
formd) an old fragment of t.300,000 Ib^ 
yet behind and unpaid. Captain Code 
I Now arrived. He must be presented 
with 100,000 lbs. and Major King, who 
attended the Agents as farr as 
is to be considered. These are the New 
Methods to encrease their Majesties 
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Revennue upon tobacco, the Inhabi¬ 
tants murmur. Some talke of leaving off 
planting. The Scotch Irish have sett up 
a hnnen Manufacture in Sununersett 
County, the cheife in Authority being of 
that nation. 

Lieutenant Governor Nicholson, hear¬ 
ing of disturbance at the heads of Rapa- 
iannack and Patomeck Rivers, went 
thither, and in his Toure made Cblonel 
Copley a visite. He was received with 
Complement and a larg apology for 
■want of better accomodation. The 
Members of the Councill and the house 
<ff Burgesses waited upon bfin at his 
lodgings and gave him their hearty 
thanks for his care of them now and 
in the tyme of their Revolution, The 
next tky he entertaind the Governor, 
Councill, and Burgeses with a very 
plentifun breakfast (and all weU pleased 
but the Governor and Mr Blackstone) 
at my house in St Maryea And now that 
I mention my house, it was thus. At my 
fot ariivall at St Maryes I had a lodg¬ 
ing at the Govamors, but after I visited 
Mr Blackstone and entertaind liiin with 
melancholy discourse of Scotchmen and 
New England men being permitted fay 
him to load tobacco upon slender se- 
cmitj, and what was more afii^ting 
to hi^ to enquire what money was ra 
mmnmg in his hands due to their Maj¬ 
esties upon the duty of the penny per 
pound, he told me he could not then 
give an account. The Governor, to 
oblige him and many of the Coundtfl 
and Burgesses (who could not be satis¬ 
fied to see me entertaind by the Gov- 
eram) left me to lodge where 1 could 
Blackstone hasing taken possession of 
my Chamber, 1 -went to an old, unin¬ 
habited house which once had Glasse 
windows, without bed pillow or any 
sort of neoessaryes. save ondy 2 bed- 
steds with sackii^ bottoms m>t wmth 
«airiing away. There I lodgd, till the 


house of Burgesses would lett me go 
away. The Governor ordred a Consta¬ 
ble to presse me a Boat to go to the 
Eastern shoare. They hearing I was in¬ 
tended to seize a Scotch ship at Dela¬ 
ware, would not lett him do it, so I was 
delayed, till upon notice sent before¬ 
hand of my coming, our Scotchman 
sayld away from thence loaden with to- 
bacxo 4 dayes before I could gett to the 
Howkill.... 

Sir, Since there are now 3 vacancyes 
in the Councill of Virgim'a, I desire I 
may be appointed One tha:e, and of 
Maryland also. Robotham is now going 
to England; Sir Thomas Laurence is not 
arrived. If I be made One of the Coun- 
cill there [Maryland] I shall be in a con¬ 
ation to inform of all things. Besides, 
if the salary of ^30 a yeare be confirmd 
to them of Maryland it will add to sup- 
port me in my extraordinaxy chai^ of 
tra¥elliiig. , . . 

Amongst the 22 ships which sayM 
without convoy by Governor Ck>plep 
order were many who had not leave at 
home. The suing some of their Bonds 
will mahe others more carefull to o^bserve 
oxdem, I have b^poak some ceder and 
wffl make it my bnsinm to gett what 
I can to adorn your House at Dur¬ 
ham. _ 

I expect you ^all receive Arti cl es 
against me from Maryland because I was 
diligent in prosecuting my seizures. 
Mathor and the New England agents 
ndsrepresented me to those of Maryland 
and scOTie of them have been so weak 
as to^give them ^creditt. So soon as the 
ieet is sayld I will call at St Mary« and 
in what humour I shah find the Gov- 
eraor, I have done nothing to disoblige 
nor will, but he aim^ to be the 
sole Manager of the Countrey and Rev- 
ennue, and till he be better instructed 
from the Lords of the Treasury it will 
not be otherwise. 
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B. Governor Copley’s Letter to the Lords of Trade, July 29,1692 


Having already rendered your Lord¬ 
ships an account of occurrendes, and my 
transactions since my arrivall here, I 
^ould now forbear to give your Lord- 
ships any further trouble at this time, 
did not the apprehension of some ma- 
litious misrepresentation of me by Mr 
Rand[olph], their Majesties Surveyor in 
these parts, indte me thereunto, not soe 
much to sett forth (in its pure, natural, 
naked colour) the exorbitant and malg- 
nant temper of the Informer, as to vindi¬ 
cate and defend myselfe from his base 
and ignominious aspersions, he hath 
been pleased to caste uiK>n me and in¬ 
deed ie whole Gk>vemment here, which 
the rancour and heate of his spirit can¬ 
not prevent him from discovering even 
to the most mean and inconsidoate ca¬ 
pacities notwithstanding (for the char¬ 
acter he bears). I have proved myself 
more than ordinarily kind and obliging 
to him, to the admiration of al per¬ 
sons hare, that ever have had the mis¬ 
fortune of his company or acquaintance- 
He is one (I must he bold to mfoim^ur 
Lordships) that scomes to be particular, 
but generall altogether in Ms base re¬ 
flections and scunilom haughty 1^ 
baviour and department undo: the 
specious pretence of his zeale for their 
Majesties service, thoi^h at the same 
time the greatest im|«diment imagina¬ 
ble in the effect, and pleasa Mmselfe 
more with satiateing his revengeful hu- 
mom and private animoMti« against 
their Majesti'es subjects then effectii^ 
anytMng for their Majesties intorat as 
he hath sufficiently demonstrated in the 
late seizure and bringing two or three 
Shipps here, barely upon the account (as 
himselfe hath and doth frequently de^ 
clare against aH of the place and Na 
tion in ^neraU) of being New England 
rogues and doggs and pitifidl d^ed 
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Scotch Pedlars, and at last when he had 
had all the favour and anmtenaiate, aid 
and assistance pcssiMe shewn him, he 
not stuck to vilifie and abiK the 
Jurors ondy (|a:soiis of the tet fame 
and repute thae parfe affon^ by caBii^ 
them base, perjured and itx&wtxjx 
rogu^, threatenii^ than with the p3- 
lory and lo® of their ears em, tot 
in pubii'Ck as|^sed, b^attaed aai af¬ 
fronted the Justice themtelvQ, 
appoinled by their J^fajestlss to asist 
me in the Govemment with their 
rill and advice (althou^ basdy hy Mni 
said to to pick^ and packed by siCs m 
were the AsonMy of tliK Proi^MX to 
make such Lam as my iiidiiia,£»iK m 
own private mMsxst siioiiM dictate to 
than, which how feir their Majetio 
Honour and the imm&t of the Crown 
have had the pteanineiMXf a»i al«»t 
only the Lam thaoKho will 

declare in contradictioE to Ms damraMe 
ai^tioiB). By simh mons their Maj¬ 
estic intact, extianely sifers, and nat- 
tss of the greatest weight, candour and 
truth under his management are toomse 
of Httle ci«i.t ato repute md he Mm- 
y lfe ^ remarkaMe and EOtariously 
tiirbiileiil. fe^B to tto Iaiiahitaa» 
of to* puhEik and pivate €a.fa«3.ties| 
by presii^, vioieadf 

ing away and makeinf me of ihc:r 
hoim txato, ^»ds and sm'anis with¬ 
out iMying or making any 
for the" same? otherwise than in the 
tome of ill language, that indeed should 
he toii^ a never plai»ih!e to 
f«e any Jury, tho-gh of the tot pr.n» 
dpte and indisatior^ his Imolent 
tcx> weH known tohaiioar would s«r 
dimm and obscure their evo that 
could not i3Mke a ri#it u.crc- 

iBto tot ic»k 

fects of his tot mA imrnmm Mzmt 
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. . . ie Iiatli indeed effected here what 
he hath done in all other parts of the 
world . , . made the whole Country 
weary of Mm. ... I hmnMy pardon 
for this precession, assureing your Lo^rd- 
^*pf» that the vindication of myself 
and thc^ Gentlemen of their Majesties 
Q>iincai aligned me here (whom I find 


to be persons of loyalty, candour and 
integrity) from the vile calumnies and 
aspersions of soe ungrateful and turbu¬ 
lent a man as he is, that they may have 
noe effect or influence upon your Lord- 
shipps to our prejudice without better 
proofe then his base allegations. 


66 . A Scramble for Perquisites and Patronage 

A. A Letter from itie Governor and Council of Maryland to the 
Lorm of Trade, October 14, 1692 


Since the Departure of 'the grand 
Fleet from hence we have not had an 
oppotiinity of giving your LordsMps 
any Account of Affiaim in these parts. 
Neither indeed hath any thing of mo¬ 
ment offo-ed worthy your conaderations 
tifl of Late since the arrival of Sir 
Hioims lawrence, their [Majestys Sec¬ 
retary for this Province, who hatK given 
m mxzMom to mmder your LordsM|B 
the fMIowiag Acxount particularly of 
himself and Ms prtxeedings here. How 
far they are pursuant or ransonant to his 
Commission and Instructions we humbly 
refa to your LonMii|» i^tto: Juc%ment 
and Betermimtion. Sewn ate his ar- 
riv^ here he applyed Mmself to us, 
their Majesty Governor and Coundll 
crf^ihis Procure, and piwlumi his Com¬ 
mission and Instructions reladng to his 
Office. To which we readily yielded al 
due resfwct and he was accordingly ad¬ 
mitted and swoTo S«metajy, one of the 
Ojundll, and Justice of the ProvindaH 
Cksint, since wMch without having given 
any Smuity for the due and true Fer- 
fcHmaiire and Execution of his of 
ro great trust and moment aciBrding to 
the oistoin and usage of this and othm 
their Majesns CoIIonys and Plantations 
as mm required of Mm fully to Capadate 
himself for that Offire, he hath presumed 
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of h i mself to exercise his Authority in 
manner following. . . 

In the first Place, having made diligent 
scrutiny and Inquest and by that means 
througMy informed himself of the an¬ 
nual perquisits of the ten respective 
Clerhs places of tMs Province, he hath 
taken and seized into his hands three of 
the best and most Principal places man¬ 
aged by the most expert, able, and choice 
Clerks, men who had faithfully and 
diligently served their Majestys, been 
obedient to the Government and well 
Behaved themselves in their places to 
the genarail Satisfacdon of the Country, 
whom he hath discarded upon no other 
reason or pretence whatsoever (that him¬ 
self mn or doth alledge) then his own 
power and perogative to make a vacancy 
and supply the same when and as he 
pleases. One of the said Places he has 
ennferred upon his Son, under Age, to 
he managed for him by a deputy whom 
he brought with him for that purpose. 
Another of them he hath conferred upon 
another of his creatures he brought in 
with him to be also managed by a 
Deputy as not at present capable of Of- 
ficiatiiig himself. And on the third he 
hath laid a reserve, for whom it is not 
yet Certainly known, but as is generally 
reported and given out to be executed 
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by some mercenary person for bis own 
private use and Benefitt, altbo himself 
at bis arrivall was pleased to declare 
that no Person was to be employed in 
any of tbe said Places that con’d not 
officiate bbnself in Person, for depntys 
wore in no wise (according to bis In¬ 
structions) to be allowed of, and under 
that Pretence witb bis own Authority 
aforesaid displaced tbe three aforesaid 
mmt Con^derable Clerks. Others of tbe 
old Clerks be has treated with and of M 
demands an account of thieir perquisits 
since tiie date of his Commission, for 
which, he pretends they are to be ac¬ 
countable to hiTTi and not only so hut 
must pay Mm also considerably for t heir 
Commissions which he hath extorted.... 
By the express words of his Commission 
he is no Longer nor no otherwise Sec¬ 
retary then during the Kings pleasure 
and his Residence in this Province not¬ 
withstanding also, his said Co mmiss ion 
possitively forbids the making Sale of 
any the said places or any other profitt 
thereby then the reservation of the tenth 
part of the annual Incomes to be esti¬ 
mated by the Governor and Gouncill 
upon a vacancy and no more. These 
Contrary Proceedings of Sir Thomas are 
resented by the People in generaH as 
very grievous and burdensome and call 
for our Representation thereof to your 
Lordships for redr«s. We are told of 
and expect daily Complaints from the 
Commissioners of the County Courts 
touching the Insufficiency of their new 
imposed Clerks and the tummg out of 
those of whose abilitys and integretp 
they have had so good Proof and Ex¬ 
perience: Nor indeed can we much ad¬ 
mire at these irregular and imwananta- 
ble proceedings of Sir Thomas since we 
find him associating, caballing, and ad- 
viang and indeed conversing with none 


but the Kings open professed Enemies 
and Malignants to the present Govern¬ 
ment who insinuate nothing into him 
but Lyes and Fallacies relating to his 
Office and the prequisits thereof; how 
the <mme have been managed imder the 
late Popish, Arbitrary Government and 
put tr'Tn upon th«e exorbitant measures 
to satisfy his avaritious and greedy ap¬ 
petite. With such society and advice he 
is so far taken up and possessed tot he 
hath in a manner deserted and alienated 
Hi-mself from any of our Consultations 
and stands as it were at a distance from, 
and in defiance of the Govemm^t, 
seeking aU oppertunitys of Complaints 
against the same tho never so unjust and 
Fictious; Insomuch tot having calmly 
and candidly debated in CoundU to 
Fees and perquisits properly belonging 
and incident to his Office, whereby to 
ascertain and Distinguish the same from 
those appropriated to others Offices, we 
at last proposed to refer the same to the 
consideration and Decision of to As¬ 
sembly who were the best Interpreter 
of the Lavs themselves made. From this 
he violently flew o^f] and threamed to 
protea; against to same as weH as 
against the Laws themselves because they 
Corresponded not with his Ravenom 
Expectation and Indinatioiis aforesaid, 
having Valued himself at least a Thcm- 
sand Pounds Sterling at Sight upon the 
Bare disposition of the Clerks Places, as 
(is said) himsdf hath reported and ni»n 
the least occasion though nevm so mvial. 
speakes of nothing less than ap^aling TO 
the ying and Gouncill. and this so pub- 
lickly tot he gives occasion to other 
malignants as well as himself to set at 
nonAt and have in Contempt to Au¬ 
thority of this their Majestys Govern- 
BMI'L 
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B. The Pehtion of Sir Thomas Lawrence, Secretary of 
Maryeanb, to the Crown, 1692 


Your Majesty lia¥iiig been gradously 
plma! by your Letters Patents bearing 
date tbe ^tb day of Septeoaber 1691, to 
grant unto your Petitioner tbe Office and 
place of &cretary of Maiiland in Amer¬ 
ica with afl rigbte, Priviledgi^, Profits, 
Pen|iiisit« and advantages to tbe said 
Office belonging, incident or in any wise 
api^tainiiig. Your Petitioner prepared 
bimself witb aH difigence for bis voya^ 
tMtbff, blit was not able by reason of 
KveraH dlsapf»intineiils and a long con- 
tfntance on board tbe Wolf from tbe latb 
of Aprs to tbe gotb of Angust, to come 
Into Marilaiid friHa New- York imtill tbe 
i6tb day of &pt€3ii!«* last 1962, 

At Ms arrival your Petitioner was 
nmch soipiiKd m find afl advantages 
lakoa against Mm and Ms Office in Ms 
al»nce, fe by one Act of tbe Generali 
. 4 «mMy of tins Fmvm^x: beld tbe lotb 
May last at St MaryX endtnled an 
Act fm mtrnmg of ibe Naval Officm 
Fca witMii tMs Proving, tbe yearly in- 
oiae of dearing of slii|K, wMcb in that 
vay Act k caled Secretary’s Wees, and 
wMdi were payable by a'law to the 
^cxetaiy from tbe year 1662 to tbe year 
igjg, are now made payable by a Fee of 
f«t¥ sHllIngs for every ve^fl to His 
Ixcclcncy tbe Govcmonr. And also by 
aaoibff Act erf tbe same late Assembly 
c^ed an Act fm r^ating Oidinarie, 
tbe ixaeitt of Mcendng tbioi^ 
this Prowntt wMcb bad fe 14 or 15 
ya» last past to tbe b^janiag of tbe 
kto Rrmlutmn, h^n mEected by tbe 
&mm and paid for tbe Oidinaiy Keep- 
m to fecxetaryi pmjm: use, k now 
also rated in the (fovomor, to Ms ftbe 
SecrctmTj yearly Ii» of at least one 
ia^ei ifty |»isjj,cis sterling. Both 
wbtdi lawe were in June last sent ova* 
i» yonx Majaty’s mnfirmatioiL 


[Browne, ed.. Archives of Maryland^ VHI, 450- 
5^1 

And whereas by one other Law passed 
in tbe same Generali Assembly termed 
An Act for limitation of Officers Fees, 
tbe Fees and chief profits of the Secre¬ 
tary are enacted and confirmed in the 
very same words and manner as they 
have stood for many years past. His Ex¬ 
cellency notwithstanding by a single 
Ordo: of Council dated the lytb of 
August 1692 bath thought fitt, contrary 
to that Law to appoint that all tbe 
Writts called Chancery Writts, always 
issuable, and now going out of tbe Sec¬ 
retary s Office should thenceforth issue 
out of Chancery, and tbe Fees thereunto 
thonging to be paid to the present 
Chancelor (now Colonel Jeremiab Blakis- 
ton), who of a bare nunisterial Officer 
and Keeper of tbe Seal, as by Ms Fees in 
tbe late Law sett down appears, is now 
made sole Judge in Chancery, though at 
tbe same time, he sits next Commissioner 
to tbe Governor in the Provinciali Court, 
Supreme Court of Common Law, wMcb 
smd Order though not yet put in execu¬ 
tion, is by another late Order affirmed to 
be fitt and just, but referred to the next 
Sttsions in April following, though 
within the three years to be enacted and 
confirmed. And your Petitioner is also 
ordared to abide by their determination, 
and also to refer himself to the said 
Assembly toucMng two thousand pounds 
security, which His Excellency and the 
Cbuncill have already judged fitt he 
should enta: into, for the true per¬ 
formance of his Office; a precedent wholy 
new and never practised in this Prov¬ 
ince, nor pomhle for him a stranger to 
comply with. 

Your Majesty's Petitioner therefore, 

IS Protestation not being admitted in 
^uncill, doth humbly cast himself at 
Your Majesty's feet and doth protest 
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and apf»‘!>l *'> W|“St 

lluw: lia»<lshi|)<i. and unusual pra<.(i!ic», 
whidi 1«’ <annul bin iliink illci-al, ami 
cloth hunildy piay that lie may c|ui(;(ly 
enjoy whal tin* (outuT .Scarciarys always 
had, ami what Ymit Majesty hy your 
I,<>t(c<s PaieniM hath been (patuously 
j)l<!ase(l i« (*rant him, and that Your Ma j¬ 
esty would please to oudimi to him the; 
henehtt of eiiher of ih<; two Laws of 
Naval Officer or I-iccncer of the Ordi- 


narys, one of which or other was always 
bctlongiuK to his Olfice. That Your Maj¬ 
esty would jilease to command the said 
()r<l<;r of the lyth of August to be re- 
callcal and vacuated and to order your 
Petitioner to give such security for the 
true discharge of his Office as former 
Secrcitarys of this Province have given, 
or as he reasonably may or ought to 
give. 


67. The Shi£t of the Capital from St. Mary’s to Annapolis 


A. Thk Addrkss of the Mayor, Officials, and Freemen of St. Mary’s 

■ro (;< IVERNOR NICHOLSON, OCTOBER 1 694 


They proceed humbly to Supplicate 
your Excelhmcies grace and Favour in 
granting ami Loiuiuuing to them their 
antient Franchises, rights, and pnvi- 
Ic'dges grtinied tlmm hy their Charter, 
with sudi other Jxmclitts and advantages 
as hath been accustomed and usually al¬ 
lowed and from time to time confirmed 
to them liy your predecessors, Governors 
and Rulors of this province, humbly Of¬ 
fering and propo.s<!ing to your Excel- 


lencyes these following rea.sons. ... 

Imprimis: As that it was the prime and 
originall Settlement of this Province 
and from the first Seateing thereof for 
above Sixty yeares hath been the Antient 
and Chiefe Scate of Government. 

2. In consideration whereof the Lord 
Baltemore by his Letters pattents did 
incorporate and constitute the same a 
City with. Severall immunityes, rights, 
benefitts, and priviledges thereunto be¬ 
longing, above and beyond all other 
parts and places of the province. 

«, The Scituation in it Selfe is most 
pleasant and healthfull and natura y 
commodious in all Respects for the pm- 
pose, being plentifully and well watered 
good »d 

most encompassed round with Har 
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for Shipping where Five hundred Saile 
of Shipps at Least may securely ride at 
Anchor before the City, haveing alsoe 
most sutable and convenient points of 
Land and proper places for Erecung 
and building of Forts, block houses, and 
Other Fortifications and Edifices for the 
Security and Defence of such Shipping, 
the keeping and preserveing the publick 
Magazine and the Records of the Prov- 


ince. 

4. And as such and for divers other rea¬ 
sons then appeareing, in the yeare 1662 
a convenient part or portion of the said 
Land was by the representative body of 
the province bought and purchased for 
the building of a State house and prison, 
and twelve yeare after, to wit Anno 1674, 
his Lordshipp, by and with the advice 
and consent of the representative body 
of this province, passed An Act for the 
building of a State house and prison m 
the said place which cost the Country 
at that time three hundred and thirty 


thousand pounds of tobacco- 

18. It hath hardly been knowne and in¬ 
deed Scarce any president can be p^ 
duced of soe Sudden a change as the 
removeall of the antient and Chiefe 
Seate of Government upon the bare sug- 
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gestion and Ailegations of some pardcu- 
lar persons for their owne private In¬ 
terest and Advantage. Neitiier is it in 
the power wee humbly conceive of the 
Subject, but the prerogative Royal in¬ 
vested in your Excellencie as their Maj¬ 
estic lieutenant, at whose feete we 
humbly cast our selves for Rekife and 
Support against the Calamitys and ruin 
wherewith wee are threatened, wholly 
relying upon your Excellencies grace 
and favour therein, with whome wee 
alsoe conceive should be good maoneis 
in al persons first to create and interceed 
l^fore they prciime to make any per¬ 
emptory rcult in a case of soe high a 
Mature m this may be. 

13. Wee cannot omitt to represent to 
four Ixceilende that the very last As¬ 
sembly held in the time of the late de¬ 
ceased Governor, Anno 1692: It was 
then put to the Vote of a full house 
whether the holding of Courts and As- 
sonblyes at St Marie were a greviance 
or not and carried in the Megadve. 

14. At vrMch time Wee humbly con¬ 
ceive that house did wdl consider all dif¬ 
ficulties as well as the vast charge and 


Expence they already had been at (to 
noe purpose if the Courts etc should be 
removed) as alsoe what must Necessarily 
follow (and it may be to as little pur¬ 
pose) in building of New Courts and 
Ofl&ces in other places and makeing 
provisions for the holding and keeping 
the same, besides the hazard and casual¬ 
ties of removeing and transporting the 
Records from one place to another of 
which already some Experience hath 
been had.... 

16. That [as for] the Scituadon of the 
place [St. Mary^s] being not in the Cen¬ 
ter of the province and consequently not 
soe convenient for some persons to ap¬ 
ply to. . . , Wee humbly represent Even 
the place of our Nativity the Kingdom 
of England and the Imperiall Court 
their held in the City of London, as far 
from the center of England, as St Maries 
in this Province . . . and almost all 
other their Majesties American planta¬ 
tions where are still kept and continued 
in their first, antient Stations and plac» 
the Chiefe Seat of Government and 
Courts of Judicature. 


B. The Ans%\’er of the Assembly, October 11, 1694 


Hik Hooas have read and considered 
the petitions and Reasons of the 
Mayor, Aldermeii, and others calling 
themKlves Common Coundll and Free¬ 
men of the City of St .\faries against 
removeing the Courts and Assonblyes 
from tMs Comer and poor«t place'of 
the province to the Outer and best 
abilitated places thereof. Although wee 
conceive the niodvtt there laid downe 
are haidly deMreing any Answer at aE, 
many of them being against the plaine 
matter of Fact, «>ine against reason, and 
aH against the Generali gocMi and well 
faiie of the proviiMx, Yet, bttsause your 
ExaUency has pl«ased to lay them 
before us, wee humbly retume this our 
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seme of the same. That as to the . . . 
[first eight] Reasons relateing to what 
his Lordship has thought fitt to doe to 
the Citty of St Maries, it is noe rule nor 
Guide to their Majesdes, your Excel¬ 
lencie, nor this house. Itt seem^ in some 
parts to refiect on his Lordship more 
then this house beleives is true or de- 
ser\^ed by his Lordship.... 

To the 12: 13: and 14: they say that 
they doe not hold themselves accounta¬ 
ble to the Mayor and his Bretheren for 
what they doe for their Countreys Serv¬ 
ice, nor by what Measures they doe the 
same, nor what time they shall take to 
doe it in, nor for what Reasons, and are 
and win be as carefull of the Records 
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anf? properties of the people as the 
petitioBcrs... - 

Xo the i6: this house conceive that 


the Cittjr of St Maries is very Unequally 
Rankt with London, Boston, Port Royall 

etc. 


The Religious Settlement 

68 . The Chiirch of England Established 


A- A Quaker Dissent, 1695 


It hath been sufficiently known that 
we Iiave been a sufEenng people, both 
in our persons and estate, ever since 
lire Lord was pleased to raise us up to be 
a people, and particularly in discha^ 
of tJieir consciences to God, in refusing 
of ail Oaths whatever, which com¬ 
mand of Christ we dare not disobey... . 

For, first: If any of m be called to an¬ 
swer to any Bill framed against us in 
Oiancery, although in obedience to the 
Siinainons we do appear, and are ready 
to give our testiniony according to the 
truth of the Case and best of our knowl¬ 
edge, yet because we cannot take the 
formal Oath, and Attachment is granted 
forth against such of us concerned; and 
|>ecause we cannot yet answer according 
to form, a Writ of Rebellion comes forth 


2^ainst sucii, whereby Ixith persons, 
estate, wife, and cMldren may te brought 

to min. . 

Secondly: When any of us do die m- 
tesmte, as sometime it hapf^is, our 
wives, who, for comcience sake, can not 
swear, axe therefore put by the 
tration of their deceased Hmbmds 
estate, and a stranger perhaps suffiam to 
administer, to the great injuiy O' ^ 
i^idow and Orphans. 

Thirdly: If any of 11s ... be nominated 
executors in trust or by ri^t of law 
and equity ought to have administered 
as being greatest Creditor, yet forasmudi 


iV. Petition frran the Qnakets o£ Maiyla^Jto 

he Govetnor and Assembly, 1695. 

d.. Papers Relatms U> the History of the Church 


as we cannot swear, we are therefore put 
by and made iiKapable either to saeve 
our deceased friend, or to get our jmt 
debt, which have been of vo? evil con- 


sequences to many. 

Fourthly: We are made answerable to 
our neighbours in divers reqiects, for if 
we are called to bear witness to the 
truth of controversys, which often hap¬ 
pens amongst Nei^bours, and because 
^ cannot take an Oath, our neighbours 
i«st Case sufiers. 

Fifthly: If any of us are inclined to 
use the way of merchandize, either for 
ourselves or as factors for othei^ yet 


vers of ns, seeing the great mcon- 
;niences that may fall beause we can- 
>t swear, have therefore in great p^ 
irbom that way of trading, which 
ight not only have been beneficial to 
lemselves. but advantageous to &e 
rovince. for if a person die m ei&OT 
E our debts, his executors or adimnis- 
atois perhaps put us to prove the debt, 
hiefa, if it is per account, we cannot do, 
nd if it be per BiU or Bond, perhajs 
:e are put to swear that we never re¬ 
vived any part mr parcel, which we can 
ot do, although we know in our co^ 
dences we have not, and althou^ the 
onest judge may be persuaded that we 
re wronged, yet knows not how to 
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ixthly: We are in many cases an- 
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swerable to tlie King and the Govern¬ 
ment, for altiiougii we are a consider¬ 
able Member of this province, and in 
many respect might be serviceable both 
to the hing and Inhabitants, according 
as our capacities might be thought fit, 
yet becaiKe we cannot swear, we are 
therefore made almost as a useless mem- 
bo:, and not capable to be helpful and 
an use to our .iieighlx3urs, nor pay our 
service due to the King, And if any of 
us !*ould happen to hear any seditious 
words, or know of any private intention 
to RefaeUion against the Ring or Gov¬ 
ernment, or fm any felonious Act com¬ 
mitted. yet may we not. without great 
danger to ourselves, discover these things, 
because we cannot give sudi formal 
testimony, as the law requires; the partjw 
peihaps may by law be cleared of the 
fact only for want of such formal testi- 
monys, and then bring their Action 
against us as SlanderersL 
These things we do in humble man¬ 
ner lay before you, desirii^ that our 


suffering Case may be taken into your 
most serious consideration, and that a 
law may be made in this province, 
whereby we may be eased of the mis- 
chiefs which we suffer upon the Account 
of Oaths, and that our solemn attesta¬ 
tion or denial may be taken instead of 
an Oath, and that in case any pretend¬ 
ing tenderness of conscience in the case 
of Oaths, shall be found to falsify their 
solemn attestation, that then they suffer 
the pains and penalties of perjury. 

The next thing we have at this tim^ 
to lay before you, is the suffering we are 
under by reason of a late Act which 
enjoyns [us] to pay a certain tax towards 
the building of Churches ... and main¬ 
taining of those called Ministers, which 
for pure confidence to God we can not 
do, but must forever bear our testimony 
against all such as preach for hire, know¬ 
ing that the Ministers of Christ never 
preached any such thing: by reason of 
which we suffer and our goods are seized 
and taken from us. 


B. A Lettbi fitOM IHE Angucan Clergy in Maryland to the Bishop 
OF London, May i8 , 1696 


We, fom Lmdship's most datifnl in¬ 
fate Oo^ die Cfaurch Ireland. 
Kvii^ in Hh MajMy's Proving of Mary¬ 
land, bea^ removed at so great a <fe- 
tance ton yemr LcwHiip’s per»nal in- 
spmioa and care over as, that we are 
febaned the jaivilege of making oar 
frequent applications to yonr Lordship 
for advte and instructions in the man- 
oarseh-es in oar Cures idmre Piw- 
idema: hath placed ns, do humbly pre- 
wane to tnoable yoar Lordship with an 
acronist of oiir present slate. 

His Exceffency. Governor 
NichtAon, came into the Country in 
the yw there were bat 3 dogy^ 
men in Episcopal Orders, besides 5 or 
S popish iniests, who had perverted 


[Per^ ed.. Papers delating to the History of 

me Church m Maryland^ ^^ 94 -^ 775 , S-ij] 

div^ idle people from the Protestant 
Re^on. There was also a sort of wan¬ 
dering pretenders to preaching that 
came from New England and other 
places; which deluded not only the 
Protestant Dissenters from our Church 
but m^y of the Churchmen themselves, 
by their extemporary prayers and preach¬ 
ments, for which they were admitted by 
the people and got money of them. 

His Excellency, upon his arrival vrith 
several <rf us that waited on him to his 
^vemment in Maryland, continued 
3 Caergymen in their places where 
he found them. And he having (as we 
arc bound in confidence to God, and 
must m honour to his Excellency’s 
confess), with all possible care and ex- 
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pcMiltion <T(*<;«f<l (Ihuuhes in most 
parisiH S proponiooablr to (juanUty 
of (Iioso sums cjf 'I'oIkuco (hat were in 
arrears in Sheriff/ or Vestrymen's 
hamls ever shue Ifie Ae( for /|o Ilrs* 'To 
haeeo p<'r poll marie in (h)vernor 
Coplt7'$ days, placed ns in the best 
yacanchs (as he hatli since done by 
others <x>ming with yr^nr r 40 rcMiip's per¬ 
mit) tliat wertj most convenient for the 
more gctncral srtrving of the Country...» 

Tol)ar:c:o beirjg tlie one and only staple 
commodity of the Country, is that out 
of which onr small incomes are paid, 
the manner of which is thus: Every 
planter, for himself and his male chil¬ 
dren and White Servant-Man, as also 
for his Negro Slaves (both male and fe¬ 
male), after their age of x6 years, is 
assessed 40 lbs. Tobacco per poll, de- 
mandahle in the Winter Quarter upon 
execution by the Sheriff; 5 lb. in the 
hundretd being deducted for Ms trouble 
in collecting it, and 1,000 lbs„ by a late 
Act of Assembly, being also deducted 
towards the maintenance of a Parish 
and Vestry Clerk, which was not pro¬ 
vided for in the Act made for the sup¬ 
port of a regular Clergy, in Governor 
Copley's time. But some of us are forced 
to give a,000 lbs. to the Clerks by reason 
of their going so far to do their Dutys 
on the Lords's Day. 

The tobacco which is raised by the 
Public levy of the 40 lbs. per poll for 
secular offices and other charges of the 
Country, is generally freighted by the 
English merchants, being not reckoned 
(when received) to be worth above one 
fourth part of that (quantity for quan¬ 
tity) which die Planters cure (as they 
term it) or manage for their own freight 
and Sale; the reason for which the Pub¬ 
lic Tobacco is generally freighted is that 
the Planters cull the best of their Crop 
for their own freighting, or selling it 
for Goods or Bills of Exchange; and 
kept the refuse and discoloured Tobacco 
to pay the Sheriffs for their taxes and 
Duty. 

The Merchants are not for meddling 


aoy 

with this Tobacco, not only because it 
is much worse than the ocher, but be¬ 
cause it is generally very troublesome 
for them to get it paid in any reasonable 
time, and that often they cannot get it 
at all, wholly losing their time and 
labour in going from place to place to 
demand it of those Planters to whom 
the Sheriffs send them. 

That it is a great and inevitable dam¬ 
age, and forebodes a total disappoint¬ 
ment of such as have their dependence 
on the public pay of the Country. 

The extent of our Parish is generally 
very large, some of them being about ao 
from 30 miles In length; by reason of the 
Inhabitants of this Country having 
(many of them) vast tracts of land, live 
at least a mile asunder from their next 
neighbours. This large extent of Parishes 
obligeth us to keep one, or sometimes 
two horses to ride on. The charges of 
our Board and keeping our horses take 
up one fourth of our greatest Incomes, 
and the remaining $ parts (considering 
the rate we pay for English Goods in 
the stores, and that the Merchants will 
allow us in goods at prime cost, very 
rarely a penny and sometimes but an 
halfpenny or a farthing a Pound for 
our Tobacco in bartering with them) 
will hardly find us with Clothes and 
other necessaries. If we have any over¬ 
plus when our necessaries and con¬ 
veniences are served, it's hazardous for 
us to freight it, lest it should prove a 
drug in the English or Holland Markets, 
and by paying from 10 sometimes to ^16 
Sterling per Ton for freight, besides the 
King's Custom, etc., it should bring us 
in debt. 

So that should some of us that have 
wives in England send for them, and 
go to house keeping, we could not tell 
how to maintain them here, not yet 
being provided any Minister's House and 
Glebe, except at St. Mary's- 

But notwithstanding that small provi¬ 
sion which is made for your Lordship's 
Clergy, and the precariousness and great 
uncertainty of the tenure of what we 
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have, the Papists and Qnakei^ (of both 
which thare are some of the richest men 
in the province) are much dissatisfied. 

And we have lately received very cer¬ 
tain advice from London that those of 
our Quakers that went for England 
in the last Maryland and Virginia fleet 
have petitioned the Lords of the Com¬ 
mittee of Trade and Foreign Plantations 
to have the 40 lbs. per Poll taken off as 
a burden upon their states and (as 
we supper they might pretent^ upon 
their conscience tcK>. 

Should they obtain their petitions 
only for themselves, the incomes of 
some of the bet ParMie, in repect of 
the Tobacco raised by the 40 lbs. per 
pol, would be m impaired that there 
would not be left a tolerable subsistence 
for a single Qergyman and his horse.... 

Ck>uld the Quakers dear themKlv^ of 
the 40 lbs. per poll, the Paphts might all 
pretend to do so too, l^cause they have 
Priests of their own to provide for; and 
could bo^th the« partie effect their de¬ 
signs, the Qergy and Church of Eng¬ 
land would be left in a very naked and 
poor condition here,, teid^ that we 
might expect many that have their reli¬ 
gion still to dioose, would turn either 
Papist or Quakas^ and refuse to pay too, 
for many of them lcK>k upon the Sacra¬ 
ments as needles impositions, and go 
neither to the Papists* Mass nor the 
Quakers* meetings, and seldom or ever 
to Church. 

Now we bmsnie mcKt humble peti¬ 
tioners to your Lordship, that if thox 
should be cx:casion (as we have reason 
to fear there is) your Ix>rdship would be 
pleased to espouse our Cau«, and in- 
terttde with His Most Gradous Maj^ty 
that we may not be wholly discouraged 
from staying in these parts of the English 
Empire, and preaching the GcKpel here, 
as well as the Papists and Preshyteiians 
and Quakers do after their manner, and 
our Just ho|xs, and that we shal not 
thought muitii worse by great goal and 
wise persons, for the Qaakos* inanua- 
tions agaiiist us behind om back^ which 


we doubt not have been as malidously 
as cunningly contrived. 

We hope your Lordship will be like¬ 
wise pleased upon occasion to make 
such further intercession for us with His 
Majesty as that we may not be prejudged 
before we have each to answer for our¬ 
selves, both against Papists and Quakers, 
either by writing or by proxies, when 
we shall know the particulars of their 
pretended advances, and what may be 
falsely said against us by those two 
inveterate enemies to the Church of 
England. 

May it please your Lordship, as far 
rmnoved as the Quakers and Papists 
seem to be in their different sentiments 
about religion, they are Jointly bent 
against our Church, and daily endeavour 
to draw people to their parties, by sug¬ 
gesting to them that Lord Baltimore will 
govern here again; than which nothing 
Qn be more pleasing news to libertines 
and loose persons, who can seldom or 
never he gotten to come to Church at all. 
And should my Lord rule as formerly, 
the insolence of the Romish priests (who 
are somewhat curbed by his Excellency’s 
great care and vigilance) would soon be 
intolerable in these parts, that are so 
remote from England. 

there being great numbers of 
Irish Papists brought continually into 
this province, and many Irish Priests be¬ 
ing suspected to be coming incc^^nito 
among us (as having no better place of 
refuge in the King’s Dominions) upon 
their being banished from Ireland, there 
is great reason to fear there will be as 
much discouragement and danger com¬ 
ing upon all his Majesty*s good Protes¬ 
tant objects here as upon the English 
Cleigy. 

This expectation of the Lord Balti¬ 
more’s being restored to the Govern¬ 
ment of Maryland animates the Priests 
and J^uits to begin already to inveigle 
several ignorant people to turn to their 
religion. To which end they do (con¬ 
trary to the Act of Parliament to deter 
them from i^rverting any of His MaJ- 
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estys Protestant subjects to popery) in- that his Excellency hath been lately 
troduce themselves into the Company of forced to issue out hk prociamatioii 
the sick, when tliey have no Ministers, against their so doing, to restrain tfipm. 


The Revolutionary Settlement: Fragility and Stability 

69. Factionalism Renewed, 1693 

[H. R. McHwaine and W. I*. HaS, eds., Exem- 
tim JouTimis of tke Council of CoianiM Wirgmmj, 
j^o-1751, 5 Tois. pUcfemond, 1925-45), I* *58] 

Upon Reading a Letter from Richard Sir Thomas by teing Iteideiit of the 
Lee, Esqr., bearing date the 18th of Cb^imdll, Colonel Blackston by the last 
Sept 1693, Acquainting His Excelency WiH and Testament of Governor Q>pley- 
that he had Just received advice from Not knowing how far the destracdons 
Maryland, that Colonel Copley the Gov- amon^t them, might Conceme sxx near 
emor of that Province, departed this Neighbours as this Coimtrey is to them, 
life that day seavennight, that Colonel he thought itt his Duty to Acquaint If is 
Blackston imediately came down to St Excellency with what he had heard. 
Maries, upon itt, and sent for two of Upon which His ExceBency cai 2 «d to 
the Councill, Mr Tench and Colonel be read in Coiincill, Their Majesties 
Greenbury. Butt before their Coming 'Conimi^iop to His Excellency bearing 
he declared, that the Assembley was dis- date at Kensinton the third day of hfarch 
solved by the Death of the Governor and i%i -2 Constitudng and Apf»in£iiig, His 
all Commissions, Civill and military. Excellency, Sir Edmond Andros, i 2 |»ii 
fallen, that Sir Thomas Lawrence was the Death of Captain Francis NicholMMi, 
suffered to Escape by the Sheriff, leaving or in the Absence of Colonel LyoneB 
the doore open, and biding him go att Copley, to be Comandcr in Cheife, in 
his perill, that he made hast to St Maries, and Over the said Province and Teriiory 
haveing Captain Coode and others in of hfaiyiand, dimng their Majesties 
his Company, that he was there Attacked pleasure, with all the Rights, proStts 
by order of Colonel Blackston but de- and advantages, to the same belosgiiig, 
livered next day; that both Blackston and ap|«‘tciiiing. 
and Sir Thomas Claim the 'Govermnent, 


70. Governor Niciiolson Snmmaiizes the Situation in Marfland, 1S97 

|G<wenaor Kidiislsoa to t&e CotbcI cf Tndc 
and Piantations* Mar, 27, i%7, W. N*: Sains- 
Imitt et o2&., ef Faprv, 

Colonial Series^ Imcrim md Wai Indies^ 

No. 

First I give a brief account of tliis papists. They had generally the places of 
province before the Revolution. While profit and trust; and there were Quakers 
Lord Baltimore resided here all things in the Assembly and other places of 
were pretty quiet, but on his departure Govanment The Church govemmeist 
he left the Government in the hands of was in the hands of Jesuits and priests, 
the Council, the pcindpal of which were and their chief readence was within two 
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miles of Sl Maries, wliare they had a 
good brick chapel, and five or six wooden 
ones in other parts of the country. Of 
prints and Jesiuis thare are commonly 
six or XWGJ2 in the country, and they 
have several gcxKi plantations to live 
u|»n; but I suppose they have al¬ 
lowances from England and other places 
and from the people of their persuanon 
in the Colony. The Quakers are also 
dis|«sed ail over the roimtry, but are 
more numerous and have more places of 
worship. Hiere were seldom above three 
or four dorgymen of the Church of Eng¬ 
land reident in the country, and they 
were maintained only by voluntary con¬ 
tributions, by also their plac^ of 

W’cadiip wane builL Sabbath-breaking; 
cumng, swearing and profane talking, 
whOTing and drinking (espedaEy the last) 
were mudi practised; some of the 
men laving two wivtt and some of the 
wchhoi two hudsands; and such sins were 
Kidom punished Five schools there 
wore, and thcwe very mean ones eitho* 
fcM: maaer or house; but the J«uite had 
some, csf«iallj one brick one at St. 
Maiitt. After Lord Baltimore’s depar¬ 
ture the Quints of Justice were very 
dilatfuy, and though f«ople were fined 
by law and beome aireties for one an- 
othar, as also for strands in Navigation 
Ix>iids and other matters, yet the fines 
woe «Moin elected or the bonds sel- 
dcMH put in suit I sup|»®e the Jesuits 
and prists were wiling to have a very 
loose Government both in Church and 
State, that they might bring the people 
ro be Atheists in order to make them 
Papists; wherein they would have met 
with no great oppcmdon, for the country 
was first »ated by but an indifferent set 
of |«ople. 

Between the time of Lord Baltimore’s 
Govensmeiit and Governor Copley’s ar¬ 
rival, tMi^ w&t vaj unsettled and the 
Govammeiit T«y Icx»e. The public debts 
grew great and othos also, espaially 
tkme to Lord Baltiiiiore on account of 
C|i2it-iei2is. Ifhile Gowmmw Copley lived 
the debts were im fail, nc3r during Sir 


Edmund Andros's Government, though 
there is an annual charge for the sup 
port of the Council, Burgesses, Rangers, 
Justices and County Courts, paid in to¬ 
bacco and levied per poll; hence when 
I arrived I found the country much in 
debt and illsettled alike in church, civil 
and military government. But I have 
endeavoured to model them, as my let¬ 
ters and the public records will shew. 
... In Governor Copley's time a law 
was passed for establishing the Church 
of England, which was disallowed by the 
King. Another is now sent, and the 
Journals of Assembly will show how 
great were my difficulties with it. When 
I came I found few of the churches built 
according to the former Act of Assembly, 
but I hope that they will be finished this 
year, and then we shall want clergymen 
and a commissary, for whose main¬ 
tenance an Act is now sent to you. . . . 
Hiere is often, and now espedaHy, 
great want of good clergymen and school¬ 
masters in these parts, and I will not 
venture ^o answer for some of their 
abilities, lives and conversations. . . . 

I enclose a list of the Council. Several 
of the inhabitants are not qualified to 
serve the King in any employment, which 
makes it difficult to supply it with good 
men, but I have given the names of 
some. . . - 

The reason why the inhabitants leave 
this province is, I think, the encourage¬ 
ment which they receive from the Caro- 
Mnas, the Jerseys and above all from 
Pennsylvania, which is so nigh that it is 
easy to remove thither. There handicraft 
trademien have encouragement where 
they endeavour to set up woollen manu¬ 
factures, and there is great encourage¬ 
ment for illegal traders and privateers, 
or rather pirates, which causes many 
men to ran from the King's ships, spe¬ 
cially from the Virginia and Maryland 
convoys and also from the merchant 
ships. This is one reason why they are 
long in loading, especially this year, for 
I have accounts tlmt over one hundred 
seamaa have left this fleet... . 
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But unless there be some naval force 
to secure this whole bay, it is morally im¬ 
possible to secure it otherwise. Every 
river and creek are harbours, and most 
people have landing-places at their plan¬ 
tations. To make tenable forts would 
cost a great deal of money—reckon 
that one good one would cost ^4,000— 
and it would secure only one river, if 
that, while to keep it in repair would 
be more chargeable than in England, 
for all buildings decay sooner here. To 
make wooden platforms or batteries (as 
they here call them) would be so much 
money thrown away, for I have ^en 
some of this fooli^ sort of fortifications 
spoiled before they were finished. Again, 
such fortifications may be a danger as 
encouraging not only an enemy, who 
can easily seize them, but also rebeOion, 
when they can be mastered at little 
hazard. But a naval force, if it include 
a fire-ship; or at any rate materials for 
making fire-ships, will I think hinder 
illegal traders, keep the country in awe, 
and protect us from pirates. 

I have endeavoured to hinder ill^al 
trade, but have met with great difficul- 
ti&, espedaily in the Courts and the As¬ 
sembly. I enclose a copy of an address 
to the King about the navigation Iwnds 
and a paper from the 'Committee of 
Orievances, with two others. They com¬ 
plain of the security required, because 
I had ordered the Collectors not to ac¬ 
cept such poor securiti^ as formerly, 
The oath is that masters and others who 
take an account of shall give an 

account on oath of the number of hc^- 
lieads and great quantity of bulk to¬ 
bacco, paying no duty for them, wM.ch I 
f-blnTr is a fair step to thdr running to 
bacco when in England. A great means 
to check fflegal trading and secure the 
King’s Customs would be the appoint¬ 
ing of a few certain places for al sM|» 
to load and unload at.... I beli’eve that 
it will be found, if examination be made, 
that the Acts of Trade and Navigation 
are oftener broken than kept there.... 


The bounds between Maryland and 
Pennsylvania are very uncertain, «pe- 
daJly in the three lower counties in the 
territory of Newcastle pDelawareJ. In 
King James’s time there was a dispute 
between Lord Baltimore and Mr. Perm, 
and I have seen ropy of an Order in 
Council to divide the province but I 
do not find that the line was ever run. 
Several of Pennsylvania have tried to 
encroach upon Maryland, but I shaS 
not be wanting to defend the King ’s 
right. I Mieve it would be for the wel¬ 
fare not only of the King’s into^ hut 
of both proviiKes if the boundaii& irere 
settled, hut I |mopose that they should 
not Ik adjusted until enquiry has been 
made in these paits^, for then the up|Kr 
part of the bay might be wefi-seated, aai 
Ik a check to the Peniisylvani.am. . . . 
Some pemons have taken up gr^t qiian- 
titi« of land l»th in Virginia and Mary¬ 
land, of wiKim few or none are able to 
improve it all, and this is one grmt rea¬ 
son why young English Ck>lonis& and 
freed servants leave the» Colonies and 
go dtho: &)uthward or Northward; im 
they are naturally ambitious to Ik land¬ 
lords, not tenants. Unles I am mixli 
mktai-pfi thcie IS little land m be tafan 
up either in Virginia or Maryland o:- 
cept it be several iml« iKyond any of 
the inhabitants. ’IliCKe distant and 
stra^ling plantations^ where there is 
often not alKve one or tw> men, scxne- 
times tempt the Indians to minder and 
plunder, while they are on their hunting 
expeditions or going to or retumiiig 
from than.... 

I would humMy pro|XKe that the 
King shcwld grant an Aa of pardon to 
this province. It has only lately iKtn 
under his immediate Govanmcnt. 
The former Govemment was voy 2ix», 
and may have iKcn guilty of crimes 
which they generally pretend mae not 
from disobedletKre to the laws but frtxs 
not b eing uKd to them. They theretee 
hope that the Kfrsg iril fagxre them. 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY 
SETTLEMENT IN AMERICA 


rpHE American revolutions of 1689 had major consequences for th. 
A English colonies and the British Empire in the eighteenth century 
1 he Dommion concept of colonial unification was reluctantly discarded 
an re«^ition of colonies as separate units became the settled polio 
of the English pvemment Although Massachusetts failed in its quess 
or the restoration of its original charter, it received a new charter as 2 
royal colony m 1691. At the same time that it lost its status as an in- 
dq^dent repubHcan commonwealth, however, it won a privaege 
which no other royal colony enjoyed-^ councU elected by the lowei 
ouse. i ew York, also rid of the Dominion, returned to its individual 
^tence as a royal colony and was granted an assembly in Governor 
Sloughters ^tractions, although the Crown continued to muster the 
m it^ auAonty of the northern colonies by giving the governor of 
^ew lork additional authority over neighboring colonies. In Maryland, 
where Ae revolutionary pr<^;ram coincided with WHliam and Mary’s 
ammreity for proprietary governments, the insurrectionaries gained 
complete approbanon. Royal government replaced political control by 
^ generation, although the proprietor retained title to 

o^entation of political factions within Maryland, New York, 
was determined for many years by the events of 
1^9 The history of the lower house in Massachusetts swirled about 

in which 

^^ght complete independence from English 
d^ the enmities engendered by Jacob Leisler’s rule 

d^g 1689^1 determmed local political affiances and even swept up 
ive ro^ governors as partisans of one side or the other. In Mary- 
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land, although the proprietor was restored in 1715. the impeto given 
to self-government in 1689 continued as the main line of political de¬ 
velopment down to the War for Independence. 

In English colonial policy the Glorious Revolution also altered &e 
relations of the colonies to the mother country and the course of politi¬ 
cal development in the different colonies. The diverse experiments 
with the structure of colonial governments which characterized the 
seventeenth century were replaced in the recently rebellious colonies by 
a set of standard governmental agencies: a royal governor, an appoin¬ 
tive council—except in Massachusetts where it was elective and an 
elective assembly. The principle of representative government, re-estab¬ 
lished by the rebels in Massachusetts, New York, and Maryland, gave 
an underlying similarity to colonial political institutions; for the first 
time, such disparate colonies as proprietary Maryland, royal New York, 
and independent Massachusetts turned in the same direction at the same 


time. 


The familiar balance between governor, council, and representative 
assembly which became the normal pattern was a compromise between 
demands in each of the colonies for representative seIf-go\emment on 
the one hand and the desire of the royal government in London for an 
efficient and centralized colonial administration under the authonty of 
the King on the other. Paradoxically, the Glorious Revolution, which 
overthrew the theory of divine right monarchy in Engird, was followed 
by an expansion of royal prerc^tive in the colonies. William and Ma^, 
like Charles II and James II, tried repeatedly to systematize colons 
administration under the direct control of the Crown. That 
imperial policy had not changed was mcKt clearly demonstrat^ by 
Parliament’s passage of the Navigation Act of 1696, ■which grea y m 
creased the King’s prerogative power in America, and by the creation 
of the Board of Trade and Plantations by royal edict in the same yean 
In i68q the great majority of colonists aOied themselves with the 
principles and fortunes of Parliament. The history of the growth of 
power in the lower houses in the American colonies is an ana ogue o 
the expansion of Parliamentary power in England. Had Massachusetts, 

New York, and Maryland not rebelled when they did, there is every 
reason to believe that the aggressive centralizing forces of the executive 
bureaucracy in London would have dominated the constimuon of the 
empire in America. Then uniformity, admimstrauve efficiency, aM 
sulKirdinadon to the Crown and its agencies would have chamctenz^ 
eighteenth-century American politics. But the revoluuons of 1689 made 
this unlikely. Instead particularism, local representative go-vemmen , 
and an ever-growing strength of the legislative power were the charac¬ 
teristic features of the years after 1689. 

HOST muM 

gAssEsiE-MELioii mimii 



214 


THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION IN AMERICA 


By shaping a set of imperial relationships and by defining the 
rights, liberties, and privileges of American subjects, the revolutionary 
movements of 1689 made possible the formation of the First British 
Empire. Only when Parliament made an effort after 1763 to alter the 
pattern created in the ifigo’s—^to reorganize the relationships and rights 
—did the old empire begin to disintegrate. When that occurred, the 
colonists fell back on a heritage of rights and privileges of Englishmen, 
rights and privileges which had been developed by the Americans con¬ 
tinuously since 1689. But that involved another—and for the Americans, 
a greater—^Revolution. 
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